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Birmingham’s pioneer settlers
*

B’ham Today Belies
Gov’t Survey Made
In Early 1800’s

One hundred and thirty-four years ago southern Oakland
County was a wilderness. Today, as part of the Detroit met-
ropolitan suburban area, it boasts a population in excess of
200,000 people. During this period Birmingham has grown
from a one-family settlement in 1819 to its present esti-
mated population of over 20,000.

This is the story of that growth . .. from days when the
original few families hewed out of the forests their humble
log cabin homes, subsisting at first on meager diets, to the
present highly developed residential community, with about
every modern comfort and convenience the inventiveness of
mankind has created.
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IN SPITE OF THE discouraging report made to Congress
by the government surveyors in 1815, there were some ven-
turesome pioneers who braved the discomforts and hardships
of that original Michigan wilderness to come to what is now
Birmingham and build their homesites and their future.

In 1812, Congress had passed an act requiring that two
million acres of land be surveyed in each of the territories of
Louisiana, Illinois, north of the Illinois river, and the territory
of Michigan. In all, there were to be six million acres set

apart for the soldiers of the war with Great Britain.
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THE LANDS were surveyed and
appropriated under this law in
Louisiana and Illinois, but the sur-
veyors reported that there were
no lands in Michigan fit for culti-
vation.

Their report stated in part:
“Taking the country altogether,
so far as has been explored, and to
all appearances, together with in-
formation received concerning the
balance, it is so bad there would
not be more than one acre out of
a hundred, if there would be one
out of a thousand, that would in
any case admit of cultivation.”

However, the brave men and
women who came to Michigan,
when the first public lands were

~ made available in 1818, proved the
report at variance with the actual
facts, once they had penetrated
through the low and marshy belt
surrounding Detroit and entered
into the beautiful and fertile coun-
try of the “interior.”
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MOST OF THE early settlers
to this area were from New Eng-
land and New York, although New
Jersey and Pennsylvania contrib-
uted their share of immigrants.

In 1815, the quickest route from
the East was by stage to Buffalo
and then by schooner to Detroit
and after that by slow ox team or
.on horseback through the dense
timber, swamps. and. tangled mo-
rass to the fertile land beyond.

The first steamer, named “Walk-

in-the-Water” after a celebrated

Huron Indian chief, made her ap-

pearance on Lake Erie in 1818 and
Continued on Page 3

History of Birmingham
and the
Story of The Eccentric

EDICATION

C@TO THOSE OF THE
¥ILONG, LONG AGO
who, working and pioneering
against the raw wilderness of
this Northwest Territory, over
part of Chief Pontiac’s old Sagi-
naw Trail, laid, the first founda-
tions of Birmingham;
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TO THOSE WHO FOL-
LOWED in succession, braving
the discomforts of crude habita-
tion and whose efforts, through
wearying days of work, and
nights of trying to rest up for
the morrow’s endless labors,
builded upon the foundations of
the first pioneers’ efforts;
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TO THE PEOPLE OF TO-
DAY who, facing unparalleled
.community growth, are making
their social, civic and economic
contributions toward a better
area in which to live and raise
their children;
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TO A BENIFICENT PROV-
IDENCE, Whose influence has
guided and prospered both the
people and this fairest of all fair
lands on our earth’s surface;
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TO THOSE WHO SHALL
FOLLOW, adding to what they
inherit a larger measure of the
goodness of their own times and
their own efforts;
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AND TO ALL who have
made it possible for The Eccen-
tric to be welcomed into their
homes, their offices, and their
stores, chronicling the births and
deaths, the courtships and the
marriages, their hopes and their
aspirations . . . during good
times and times of adversity . . .
over three-quarters of a long
century - = = = =
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TO THESE, this special 75th
Anniversary Edition of The Bir-
mingham Eccentric is dedicated.

THE PUBLISHER

ALMERON WHITEHEAD GEORGE H. MITCHELL

The two founders of The Birmingham Eccentric

* *

The Eccentric’s Story
—75 Wonderful Years

In A Fine Community

With this special edition, The Birmingham Eccentric com-
memorates its 75th year of continuous publication as this
community’s weekly newspaper. Those years are not much
more than half of the 134 years that span the life of Birming-
ham . . . but they are fruitful ones, indeed.

They begin when Birmingham was a small rural village,
its inhabitants numbering 800 men, women and children.
Today that population within the city limits now approxi-
mates 21,000, while leading away from Birmingham, in every
direction, are scores of thousands of others within our Oak-
land County—about 400,000 in all. '

The Eccentric’s first date of publication was May 2, 1878.
Today it completes 75 years of uninterrupted publication.

Over this three-quarters of a century The Eccentric has
been issued approximately 8,900 times. It is the oldest Bir<
mingham business enterprise today.

v ¢ 1 %

IT WAS FOUNDED by two men, George H. Mitchell and
Almeron Whitehead. The former was a life-long Democrat,
the latter a Republican . . . and ever the twain did meet in
editorial combat in its pages. :

Indeed, for some time, they printed parallel editorial
columns, revealing their individ-
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ual views and opinions. In spite of
this, the world failed to reach Uto-
pia as rapidly as both young—and
then unmarried—journalists de-
sired. -

It is significant that these two
young men, working together as

MAPLE JUST WEST OF WOODWARD AT:THE TURN OF THE CENTURY
For short while, Eccentric was housed in building which man is walking past

business partners, were to play
important parts in the development
of Birmingham. They not only
founded The Eccentric, but started
Birmingham’s first bank, and op-
erated in their general store at the
southwest corner of W. Maple and
Pierce streets, (where Shain’s Drug
store now stands) the community’s
first telephone exchange.
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LIKE MANY youngsters, both
Whitehead and Mitchell apparent-
ly had the usual quantity of desire
to smell printer’s ink. This desire
was partially fulfilled in 1875, for
it was in that-year that they sent
to Boston for a small Novelty
printing press and a few fonts of
type. At the time Whitehead was
employed by Captain J. Allen Big-
elow here, and Mitchell worked for
one of Birmingham’s then leading
businessmen, Frank Hagerman.

They paid $90 for the press, and
kept it at first in Whitehead’s bed-
room. Here, during their spare
hours, the two disciple’s of Benja-
min Franklin, Printer, learned how
to perform simple typesetting, and
turned out small printing jobs—
including calling cards at 25 for
ten cents. (In those days you could
get three dandy cigars for a nickel,
too.) By

FOR NEARLY three years
these young men kept their fingers
in printer’s ink, all the while vis-
joning greater typographical
worlds to conquer.

Being young men of deep con-

Continued on Page 4



Past 33 Years Recalled
By Eccentriec’s Publisher

By GEORGE

R. AVERILL

Editor and PPublisher of The Birmingham Eccentric

It was a typical Michigan winter day, cold and windy, on
that February 14, 1920, morning when I assumed ownership
of The Birmingham Eccentric, then located in the rear half
of the lower floor of the building on Pierce st., a location now

occupied by McCoy Tailors.

The entire “works’” was scattered about this room, includ-
ing two small hand-fed job presses, two antique cabinets con-
taining varieties of type that almost dated back to Gutenberg.

A much-used and battered ‘“make-up stone” also lay upon
a scarred frame-work, In one corner stood an old-fashioned
roll-top desk. Two beat-up typewriters bravely beckoned to

the combination bookkeeper and+

society reporter and myself. One
male printer, who leased the job
printing equipment for a small
weekly rate and gave eight hours
a week to help “make up” the pa-
per for the press, also occupied
the room.

Not a single bit of mechanical
equipment to be used in setting
type for the newspaper, or a press
to print it on, was among the
meagre equipment—nor had any
such ever been located in Birming-
ham.
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THE ECCENTRIC was, then, a
typical “country weekly newspaper
office”. Indeed, for omne. who had
been used to the hustle and bustle

"

GEORGE R. AVERILL

of a large city’s daily newspaper,
my new working environment was
dominated by an atmosphere of
lazy leisure.

Birmingham then had a popula-
tion of 8,680, and its area was ex-
actly one square mile. Today that
city population has reached. an es-
timated 21,000, and the city area
has more than quardupled . . . to
say nothing of the rapid expansion
and growth of the entire area con-
tiguous to Birmingham,
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THE ECCENTRIC in 1920 con-
sisted of eight T-column pages,
four of them containing local news,
the other four the traditional
“patent 'insides”—these latter fur-
nished by a syndicated newspaper
service. They were a mixture of
various long and short stories, plus
the familiar advertising that cov-
ered ‘everything from Lydia Pink-
ham’s Vegetable Compound to the
best harness equipment for far-
mers’ horses.

Frank E. Van Black, by trade a
Linotype - operator, was “getting
out” The Eccentric. Eight months
before he had made an agreement

with George H. Mitchell, one of
The Eccentric’s co-founders (who
for years had been sole owner) to
purchase the newspaper. By train-
ing, he was neither a reporter nor
a publisher; he took over the
weekly in the hope of selling it
soon—at a profit.
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SO I BOUGHT Van Black’s in-
terest and paid up Mitchell.

My dominant efforts were direct-
ed toward “getting and printing
the local news.” So I began, for
the first time in Birmingham’s
journalistic history, “to cover” all
public meetings and report them in
The Eccentric. So it was that, for
15 years, I seldom missed a village
council, board of education, or
township board meeting here.

My youth and euthusiasm kept
me going at top speed for many
years. For in my new role I soon
learned that my job consisted not
only of reporting and editing, but
writing and selling advertising,
getting subscriptions, collecting
bills, helping to “make-up” each
issue—and also to wield a broom
and mop. (May I say right here
that “those were happy days”,
too ?)
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ACTUALLY, THE type for The
Eccentriec, from Feb. 14, 1920 to
Oct. 1, 1920, was set on the then
lone Linotype in the office of
the nearby Royal Oak Tribune
(then a weekly), and the printing
of each issue also was done on
their aged hand-fed Campbell
press. Thig latter was done every

Thursday night by wmyself and
Lyfin D. Miller, editor of The
Tribune.

First, we’d “put The Tribune to
bed” and after it was run off we’d

| | print The Eccentric. I’d bring my

papers up to Birmingham that
night, affix the addressed labels to
them, and get them into the post-
office in time for delivery Friday
morning. (In May, 1926, I changed
publication day to Thursday.)
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ON THE FIRST of October I
began setting the type mechani-
cally in our own small office—or
rather the Linotype operator I
hired did so. That eased the me-
chanical problem quite a bit, al-
though it was not until July 20,
1928, that I had purchased and in-
stalled a large hand-fed combina-
tion newspaper and job printing
cylinder press upon which, for the
first time, The Eceentric was actu-
ally printed in Birmingham.

This date marked the increase in
the size of The  Eccentrie, from
eight to 12 pages, with'eight to ten
pages local and the remainder
“patent insides.”
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FOUR YEARS later, as the vil-
lage and The Eccentric both grew,
I installed a newspaper web per-
fecting press, on which a news-
paper is printed and folded from
a continuous roll of paper.

In the meantime, our commer-

cial printing department increased
in size, as did our staff. The prog-
ress has kept right on, until today
your “Home-Town Newspaper”’ is
.recognized as one of the best of its
class—its printing production far
superior to most. Qur present total
employe list averages from 75 to
80 people.

Many and varied are memories
of the first years I worked to “get
out” The Eccentric.
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BIRMINGHAM in those days
was more “village-y” than it is
today, or even has been for more
than a decade. There were fewer
people here, not so many organi-
zations to belong to, no radios, TV
programs, and few motor cars.

Oakland County, in the early
Twenties, was beginning to attract
new residents, and the Detroit
realtors were quick to see the pos-
sibilities.

Soon paved roads began to come
into existence (plus higher coun-
ty taxes). Farmers hereabouts
were selling their lands. Subdivi-
sion stakes supplanted crops. The
boom was on!
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ROUSED FROM its traditional
eagy-going way of life, Birming-

ham’s village council began to
wrestle with the problems of
“orowing pains.” New improve-

ments must go in. Our dwindling
water supply, obtained from the
old steam plant on West Maple at
Baldwin, finally gave way to elec-
trically operated deep well pumps.

But before that was accom-
plished, many were the local civie
“fights” over bond issues for ele-
vated storage tanks, new pumps,
and finally the acquisition of three
blocks of land and houses where
our Civiec Center now is.

Those ‘“fights” were real ones,
too. No verbal holds were barred. |
People took sides—you were for or |
agin’ the issue of the moment.
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INDEED, SCORES of times,
when elections were coming, The,
Eccentric would be filled with!
dozens of letters written by the ’
citizens. Often there were so many
of them that I’d have to print them |
in quite small type (like our classi-
fied ads today) in order to get them
in an issue of the paper.

Naturally, The Eccentric took its
own stand on the issues of the day.
It is needless to say that it, and
that meant me, were damned, even
villified by the few that had differ-
ent notions . . . not to forget the
fragment of “old-timers” who were
against everything.
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LATER ON, when I was able to
increase the news staff and relieve
myself of some of the routine re-
sponsibilities, I often found myself
waging editorial opposition to cer-
tain of our Oakland county and
state officials. (Those were the
Happy Days of adolescent maturity
in this business!)

On the whole, though, Birming-
ham’s business and professional
people, together with its enlight-
ened residenters, measured up to
their contemporary responsibilities.

School officials. seldom were
without problems of more build-
ings, more teachers . . . and when
the nation’s banks closed in 1933
every unit of government had its
troubles.
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THAT CONDITION had been
prevalent since 1930, too. There
was a period when the collection
of taxes fell so low that teachers
were paid part of their salaries in
serip, which was used to buy their
bare necessities from co-operative
local merchants.

Considerable credit for the high

ECCENTRIC BUILDINGS TODAY HAVE 85-FT. WOODWARD FRONTAGE
Editorial, advertising depts. at left; business, printing offices at right
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Arbor.

plant.

win.

business concerns.

but to reflect proper credit upon

A Consistent Winner

To encourage improvement and progress in the arts and crafts,
for centuries various contests have been held by:these respective
groups. The tradition, of course; carries on today.

Included in such contests are American newspapers, divided
between the two major groups, the dailies and the weeklies.

. It is with considerable personal pride that The Eccentric reminds
its readers that this community newspaper, under the present
ownership, has received numerous awards from State and National

*

, THESE AWARDS are symbolized in the form of “framed certi-
ficates, plaques of silver and bronze, and silver-plated cups.

From the Michigan Press Association, The Eccentric has re-
ceived distinguished awards for excellence of typography, general
excellence of news coverage, and for community service,

Several times it has received first prize awards for excellence
of front page make-up from the University Press Club at Ann

In National Editorial Association contests, The Eccentric has
been awarded top prizes for about every phase of the planning
and production of a weekly newspaper, including three first prizes
for excellence of job printing produced in a weekly newspaper

Indeed, it was so far ahead of other plants in this respect that,
by mutual agreement with NEA officials, The Eccentric withdrew
from annual competition so that other and smaller plants might
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IN A NATIONAL CONTEST sponsored by the Mergenthaler
Linotype Co., The Eccentric also won first prize for its.plan of
promoting merchanding and advertising programs for its local

The Eccentric, in this special 75th Anniversary Edition, records
these facts not only to take a modest bow for its organization,

port has helped to make these successes possible,

*

%*

our own community, whose sup-

type of subdivisions and homes
here must go to the numerous real-
tors whose influence in the develop-
ment of Birmingham and vicinity
has been tremendous. They organ-
ized the Birmingham Real Estate
Board in 1921, and it has been very
active since those early days.

In the early Twenties quite a few
farms were adjacent to this area.
A familiar Saturday sight was the
number of horse-drawn wagons
and buggies “in town”. A number
of hitching racks still stood on
Maple and Woodward avenues.
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THE ORIGINAL Baldwin Pub-
lic Library was located on the
southeast corner of Maple and
Woodward, on the second floor; you
reached it by climbing long stairs.

Below were the village offices,

where the council met each week, |

and where the half dozen municipal
employes worked. The village man-
ages, clerk and lone policeman
were there, together with two
chaps who then constituted our
“Public Works Administration.”

In a narrow sort of hallway,
fronting W. Maple, was located the
village’s ounly automotive chemi-
cal fire truck. Volunteer firemen
handled local fires, and most of
the business men and some of their
clerks belonged to it.

Often, when the siren sounded
for a fire, many local business
places would be without any clerks
to serve  the customers until the
fire was put out.
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ONE NIGHT, at a council meet-
ing, a call came in for help at a
burning: house out on Big Beaver
Rd. Ernie Gardner, who ran a shoe
repair shop on W. Maple next to
the “Fire Station’”, responded and
I quickly joined him.

It was a cold winter night, and
I sat alongside Ernie, holding a
big flashlight on the road ahead
(the car’s own lights had failed to
work) and almost got frostbite be-
cause I had no gloves on.

What a difference between those
volunteer firemen - one - chemical -
truck days in 1921 and Birming-
hams’ excellent fire-fighting or-
gaftization in 1953!
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BACK IN 1920 Birmingham’s
annual village budget was the
staggering sum of $51,638. The
1953 budget is $1,089,425. Nine
hundred forty-four pupils were at-
tending our public schools, and this
year it has gone over the 6,000
mark. That early year 44 deaths
occurred within the village, and 47
babies were born . . . and nearly
everybody knew those who passed
on and the parents of the new-
comers. Life was simpler . .. but
no easier.

Well do I remember the first vil-
lage election I reported. There
were 1162 registered voters, but
only 31 of them voted, perhaps so
few because mno contests. existed—
so often the same officials were
re-elected.
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AND THERE was good, old Nick

Mooney, at one time the entire po-
lice force in the village (except for
the manager, who was “Chief”).
Nick worked at all hours, though
mostly daytime, and now and then
evenings to patrol the business
section, Of course, if he had a hot
“clue” that might solve some local
petty larceny, he might “work the
clock around.” Nick was liked by
everybody.

It was he who, when holiday and
Sunday traffic over the narrow
Woodward-Maple intersection be-
came more confusing, first com-
manded the hand-operated traffic
signal there. No lights were at-
tached to that slight framework,
nor did Nick even have a whistle.
But he had a sternness of counte-
nance that made up for the lack
of modern gadgets.
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AS WEEKS went on, traffic got
heavier and heavier. As I recall
it, he “left the force” in late 21,
but after a year had passed he
re-applied for his old job, and
got it. Came the first Sunday

. and Woodward-Maple “traffic
had trebled.

Valiantly, Nick handled the mi-
gratory motorists all that day. and
unto darkness, and he did all right,
too. Nobody smashed into any-
body . . . not even into Nick.

But the next day Nick Mooney
resigned.

I queried him: “Why don’t you
stay, Nick? What’s your reason
for resigning so soon?” 3
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HE GAVE ME a studied look,
shifted the ever-present quid of to-
bacco from one side of his jowls to
the other, and: replied: “Too
damned' much confusion and com-
motion on this street for me to
handle;  too many “horn-blowin’
autos to keep: me feelin’ safe!
"Tain’t like it used to be!” :

From those humble beginnings
the “force” has grown to its pres-
ent staff of 75 to 80. Woodward
avenue, once a bit narrower, whose
ancient oaks, elms and maples
formed a continuous arch overhead,
has given way to more surface
and less original beauty. The world
was being put on wheels.

Woodward avenue had to be
widened . . . for along its 16-ft.
strip of thin pavement ran the old
D.U.R. interurban cars, the route
being from Detroit to Pontiac.

G

AS THE USE of motor cars in-
creased, the accident and death
rates along Woodward inecreased.
One year 50 people were killed in
crashes. So the movement began
to widen it.. The businessmen and
women along the: route formed a
Wider Woodward Avenue Associa-
tion. Realtors played a good part
in it, too. X

And eventually Gov. Alex Groes-
beck ordered the project to start.
He promised to transform “Amer-
ica’s' ‘Most Dangerous  Highway”
into = “The Nation’s Widest and
Most' Beautiful Thoroughfare.” »

And, so 1t happened. The Grand
Trunk' Railroad used to run over

 (Continued on Page 14)



Eccentric Known Nationally for Job Printing

By PAUL NEAL AVERILL

Business Manager of The Birmingham Eccentric

It is traditional in the history.of community weekly news-
paper operation that “job printing” is an associated by-
product of the overall publishing effort. And, traditionally,

The Eccentric, from its very

beginning became the village

printer to supply the statements, letterheads and envelopes
for local business firms and merchants.

For almost 50 years, the print-+
ing “by-product” represented 10
to 15 per cent of The Kccentric’s
annual business volume.

About 25 years ago, however, a
trend began to effect a reversal of

PAUL NEAL AVERILL

the “traditional” operation of The
Eccentric. The “by-product” as-
sumed an increasingly dominant
role in its operation. As a result,
today the newspaper volume repre-
sents 29% of total annual sales

while the job printing volume ac-
counts for 71% of yearly business.
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THIS SITUATION makes The
Eccentric unique to the extent that
it has become by far the largest
community  weekly newspaper
printing and publishing plant in
the State of Michigan and one of
the largest in the United States.

It was in 1929 that The Eccen-
tric, as a newspaper, carried the
largest volume of advertising of
any of the nation’s 10,000 weekly
newspapers.

The use of advertising in its
columns by Birmingham merchants
was the major source of business
expansion available to The Eccen-
tric and its further growth was ac-
cordingly limited to time and area
growth. 1 17

HOWEVER, the expansion of
printing volume had no geographic
barriers and could be developed to
the extent of The Eccentric’s ener-
gies and competency in that field.

So, in 1930, although handi-
capped by inadequate commercial
printing equipment and lacking
general experience in the produc-
tion of “advertising” or quality job
printing, The Eccentric introduced
its services to buyers in the met-
ropolitan area.

It had at that time, a large hand
fed cylinder press (purchased in
1923) used for printing the news-
paper each week. It also had two
hand fed platen job presses, a
folding machine used by the news-
paper and a fairly adequate com-

posing room including several lino-
types (typesetting machines).
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WITH THIS modest range of
facilities, The KEccentric naively
embarked into the broad commer-
cial printing field.

Its first objective sighted the po-
tential of local residents related ex-
ecutive-wise to Detroit businesses.
A mailing list of 107 such Detroit
business men living out here was
purchased for 70¢c a name—with a
feeling of extravagance—and a
concentrated, intensive . direct mail
campaign was carried on to inter-
est these persons to consider their
“home-town” printer as a printing
supplier to their companies.

The campaign, carried on with
this list continuously for five years.
resulted in 82 of the companies be-
coming customers of The Eccentric.
Today, a majority of these first
customers continue to use The Ec-
centric as a supplier.
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AS ACCEPTANCE of its print-
ing service increased, The Kccen-
trio added to its equipment.

Automatic cylinder presses were
installed, more typesetting ma-
chines and composing room equip-
ment were added. Bindery facili-
ties and mailing services were en-
larged. .

As it developed increasing ex-
perience, quality of product was
enhanced and by 1940 The Eccen-
tric gained a reputation for fine
work in the 4-color process field—
the zenith of commercial printing
performance.

Today, printing from The Eccen-
tric reaches the four corners of the
world. Its presses run advertising
printing with type in many lan-
guages (including Russian).

Included among its customers
are national advertising agencies,
automotive companies, the nation’s
largest industrial concerns and re-
tailers, utilities and a wide variety

of miscellaneous of the
graphic arts field.
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ITS PRESS equipment is almost
exclusively automatic and includes
both conventional letterpress proc-
ess and the relatively new offset
printing process. Daily press out-
put capacity exceeds a half million
impressions each day.

Originally, because of its geo-
graphic “isolation,”
essary for The Eccentric. to be-
come self-contained in the develop-
ment of services and facilities nec-
essary for complete and total han-
dling of a printing order.

The majority of metropolitan
area printers emphasize press
room facilities and extensively de-
pend on outside typesetting and
bindery sources from trade houses
specializing in supplying such serv-
ices to the printer.

users
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DEVELOPMENT of a self-con-
tained operation under one roof has
resulted in The Eccentric’s facili-
ties becoming well balanced and its
departments’ coordination of work
processes becoming quality-con-
trolled.

The production of a job through
its plant enjoys an independence
from the hazard and delay of out-
side, non-controllable processers.
An indication of facility develop-
ment is evidenced by the fact that
The Eccentric composing room is
the largest of any printer (exclu-
sive of trade house plants) in the
Detroit area.

In 1933 a Detroit sales office was
opened at Milwaukee and Cass. To-
day four salesmen represent The
Eccentric printing department.
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ALTHOUGH MUCH of the sales
volume is accounted for by Detroit
buyers, the area of its services gen-
erally includes the southeastern
section of Michigan and extends
north to Bay City and northwest
to Lansing. Less than five per cent

it became nec-=
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of its total annual printing is pro-
duced for Birmingham area buyers.

The Eccentric employs an aver-
age total of 75 to 80 employes to
produce the newspaper and print-
ing.

The range of work produced by
The Eccentric includes the basie
single color classifications and ex-
tends through to the more elaborate
single and four-color printing rep-
resented by catalogs, manuals, spe-
cial editions, brochures and publi-
cations. = b

IN THE LATTER classification,
The Eccentric has tended to become
a specialist and produces more
publications than any printer in
Michigan. These publications, com-
monly called house organs, are pro-
duced by The Eccentric for inter-
nal and external use by industry
and for clubs, associations and pro-
fessional and trade groups in and
out of Michigan.

The Eccentric, in many cases the
mailer for such publications, has
been an important contribution to
local post office revenue and has
helped Birmingham’s post office
gain its present rating.

On the preceding page in a boxed
story relating to The Eccentric’s
history, mention is made to the
many awards received by it in re-
cent years. s+ 71 7

ONE SUCH AWARD indicating
the growth and size of its printing
department honored The Eccentric
with the recognition of best among
all combination newspaper print-
ing-publishing plants in the Unit-
ed States.

Today, because of the obvious
emphasis it places on its printing
operation, The Eccentric has with-
drawn from any competition in
the newspaper field for recognition

(Continued on Page 14)

(Continued from

Page One)

many early settlers took passage
on this boat.

Another route to this area was
across Canada and over the De-
troit river. This was the route
taken by John W. Hunter, Birming-
ham’s first settler, and his brother
Daniel.
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THE TWO young man, seeking
a homesite, had left their families
in Auburn, New York, and, travel-
ing by sleigh across Canada,
crossed the Detroit river on the
ice and arrived in Detroit in March
1818.

There they awaited the arrival
of their father, Elisha Hunter, and
the rest of the family who came
the following July via Buffalo
where they embarked on the small
schooner “Neptune” with about 30
other passengers, mostly land
hunters, and made the passage in
21 days to .Detroit.

In the spring of 1819, they came

- to what is now Birmingham. John
Hunter already had entered the
northeast quarter of section 36,
Bloomfield township, at the land
offices in Detroit.
4 L 4 7

IT IS VERY probable that be-
tween the period of 1818, when they
first arrived in Detroit, and 1819
when they came to Bloomfield, the
two brothers came here to “pros-
pect” and to choose the land be-
fore entering it, since many land
hunters did this.

That same year 1819, and very
nearly at the same time, came
Elijah Willets and John Hamilton
who settled on land near the
Hunters.

Other settlers that year in the
township were Dr. Ziba Swan and
family, Amasa Bagley and family,
William Morris, Ezra Baldwin and
family, and Sidney Dole.

4 7 ¥

THE FIRST log house was
erected by John Hunter, near the
Saginaw trail, an Indian footpath
that led from Detroit to Saginaw,
but by mistake it was located on
the Willets tract instead of his
own land as he had supposed.

The spot where that first house
was built (a log cabin could be
built in 10 days) was between what
is now Mulholland’s store and
Willets street, set back from the
trail.

This spot was chosen because it
was an opening and the ground
sloped down to the river. Condi-
tions were favorable there for a
“oood prospect and good air”, a
precaution against the ‘‘ague”
which often laid settlers low.

. DT gt
HUNTER, AFTER. discovering
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his error, built another log house
a short distance southeast of the
first on his own land but again
near the Saginaw trail. In this
house he soon opened a tavern.

About the time, John Hamilton
opened his tavern, which also was
his residence, near the spot where
the Birmingham National Bank
now stands.

Opposite this, and near the house
that Hunter first built, Elijah Wil-
lets built his tavern-dwelling. Thus,
there were three public houses
standing but a few rods apart and
erected by the town’s first three
settlers.

Daniel Hunter did not remain in
the settlement long. He is discov-
ered in Royal Oak in 1836 where
he erected and was operating a
tavern and boarding house.
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NEITHER DID Elisha Hunter
purchase land in Bloomfield. He
later moved to Southfield township
where he bought land and settled.

The settlement became well-
known to the immigrants and land
seekers for there was tremendous
activity in the buying of land for
homesites and for speculation.

The taverns of Hamilton and
Willets became noted stopping
places for weary travelers, for
Hunter did not keep his place long
as a public house. The settlement
was generally known as Hamilton’s
or Hunter’s or Willets’.

That first year, the three fami-
lies worked together for their com-
mon good, pooling their resources
and efforts. Rufus Hunter, younger
brother of John and Daniel, who
was 15 years old when the family

that followed. The larders often
were empty and the cabins, while
withstanding the cold, offered little
inf the way of the conveniences of
life.

The usual diet of the early set-
tlers consisted of salt pork, corn
meal and potatoes, varied occa-
sionally by venison and bear meat.

However, the soil was rich and
the settlers prospered. Attracted
by reports of the success of the
men and their families, others came
from Detroit and settled near them.
Soon many families were in the
vicinity and thus started the influx
which = still continues 134 years
later.

£ 4 3 L

IN 1820 came Deacon Elijah S.
Fish, Daniel Ball, Asa Castle and
his son, Lemuel. The daughter of
Elijah Fish and his wife, born a
month after they had come to the
settlement, was the first child born
in the township, but the little girl
lived only a short time.

Daniel Ball, who was the father
of Heratio Ball (the surveyor who
had marked the great oak tree at
Royal Oak with the letter H), set-
tled in the southwest quarter of
section 36 in 1820, the section now
bounded by Pierce, Lincoln, South-
field and 14 Mile Road.

Religion played a part in the
lives of these hardy folk. As far

settled here, recalled in 1877 that |

he, his brother John, and John

Hamilton walked to Paint Creek |§

(Rochester) that spring of 1819.
7 7 4

THEY

bushel of red potatoes on their

shoulders for seed, the first seed|’

planted by white men in Bloomfield.
They also planted a small quantity
of corn. Thinking of the future,
they planted apple seeds for future
fruit trees.

The Hunters and Hamiltons had
brought swine with them and it is
probable that Willets did likewise.
In need of oxen to plow the land
they borrowed an ox team from
John Graham ' at Paint Creek
(where they had gotten the seed
potatoes) to plow the ground for
their first meager crops. John
Hunter later procured a cow and
a yoke of oxen, the first in the
township.

at 7 9.
THEY SURVIVED the hardships.

of that first spring and the winter

EACH brought back a P
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back as 1821, an itinerant Method-
ist preacher, traveling up the
Rouge river, held impromptu meet-
ings in Willets’ barn.
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DEACON FISH was a staunch
Presbyterian and it was at his barn
and house that the first meetings
of that denomination were held and
the first organization effected.

Dr. Ezra Parke was as staunch
a Methodist. Sunday afternoon
meetings were held at his home in
1822, at which the doctor himself
conducted the services at which his
wife sang.

The Methodist church organiza-
tion was the earliest in the town-
ship. In 1827, it was led by Rev.
William Pattee, a preacher of the
Ohio conference.

Soon the settlement became
known as Piety Hill. The land was
slowly cleared and the settlement
grew. The yesterdays and to-meor-
rows faded into days of hard work,
for the hours were long and the
play was little.

14 9. ) ¢

FRANK DURKEE, one of the
settlers, cut and burned more than
100 #rees one winter and sold the
ashes for lye-making., He received
in payment, one pair of boots, one
bushel basket, a few groceries and
six yards of calico. .
Cutting poles all day long, an-

®

other man retrieved a letter from
the post office with his total day’s
wages of 25c.

Tea cost from $1.75 to $2.00 per
pound when it could be gotten.

Government came here officially
in 1827 when Bloomfield Township
wag organized. The first township
meeting was held at the home of
John Hamilton in May of that year.
The board of inspectors consisted
of Samuel Satterlee, Laban Jenks
and Elijah S. Fish.

14 £ 7

TOWNSHIP OFFICERS were
elected for the following year:
Lemuel Castle, supervisor, Ezra S.
Parke, clerk; John Todd, Joseph
Park and Abraham Crowford, as-
sessors; John Ellenwood, John W,
Hunter and William Lee, commis-
sioners of highways; Wilkes Dur-
kee and Apollo Dewey, Jr., poor
masters; Oliver Torrey, collector;
Erastus Burt and Oliver Torrey,’
constables, "

Fifteen' road overseers, nine
fence-viewers and three pound-
masters also were elected. .

A bounty was offered by the
township on wolves at $56 a head
and the poor of the.locality were
provided with an appropriation of!
$50. 7y

STORES CAME and so did fac-
tories. Elijah Willets started a

(Continued on Page 6)

Note Presbyterian church at right, distant “I” warning sign of railroad i
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vietions, with a growing concern
for the civic and business progress
of their town, they secretly nur-
tured the idea of starting a week-
ly newspaper. They bought more
printing equipment and soon were
ready to launch their “colossal”
journalistic entelplme upon the
unsuspecting village in which they
lived and worked.

“What shall we name our news-
paper ?” was the question that then
confronted Whitehead and Mitchell.

“Call it the Birmingham Pica-
yune—there’s a fine paper by that
name in New Orleans,” advised
Tom Flynn, a local resident of
those days. +» »+ =«

“HUH—THAT sounds a little
too peculiar,” reacted the future
publishers. “We’ll have to find
something more appropriately dif-
ferent.”

And they did—as 75 years of
subscribers and others have found
out,

At a meeting of the Eccentric
Club, an organization of Birming-
ham youths (one of the solemn
vows of which forbade matrimonial
ventures), members Whitehead and
Mitchell announced that they were
seeking a name for the proposed

Story of Thc B’ham Eccentric

new Birmingham weekly.

The immediate result was that
some club wag exclaimed: “Call it
The Eccentrie, after our club .
how can you think of callmg it
anything else"”

L 4

THAT EVENING the club, by
unanimous vote, adopted the name.
For as one of them stated: “Al-
ready throughout much of Oak-
land County the name has had con-
siderable advertising, and this
ought to help you get subscrip-
tions.”

And thus . it was that Messrs.
Whitehead & Mitchell found a
name not as peculiar (they
thought!) as Picayune—‘“The Bir-
mingham Eccentric.” It was then,
and is now, the only newspaper on
earth bearing that odd name—a
name that hasn’t a single simple
journalistic connotation.

(How an eccentric name so often
calls for facetivos synonyms! It
has been called “Off-Center”, “Gim-
let”, “Oddity”, “Peculiar”, and nu-
merous others. So different from
the more common “News’, "Jour-
nal”, “Press”, etc., ete.)

7 : 4 ¥
FOR A SHORT period, The Ee-
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centric was printed in Pontiac, at
the shop of that city’s then pub—
lisher Bill Poster. While the type
was composed and the pages made
into forms in Birmingham, the ac-
tual press work for many years
also was done in Detroit. In 1919
press work was done in the shop

jof the Royal Oak Daily Tribune,

then a weekly.

During the intervening years,
however, the meager assortment
of type and the small job presses
owned by Whitehead & Mitchell
were moved from Whitehead’s bed-
room to the second floor over a
store on the west side of N. Wood-
ward, just north of the present
Wilson Drug. From this point it
made another move to a ground
floor store, a location now occupied
by a shoe repair store on East Ma-
ple. Yet another change in location
took it over Lowes’ store, now the
location of F. J. Mulholland Co.
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THE NEXT move was to the
rear of the small building on
Pierce street, now occupied by Mc-
Coy Tailors. It was in this build-
ing that George R. Averill, pres-
ent editor and publisher, took over
The Eccentric February 14, 1920.
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Averill remained there for two
yvears, when he purchased the build-
ing at 220 N. Woodward, and
moved the equipment, (now ineclud-
ing the first Linotype type setting
machine owned by an Oakland
CounLv weekly newspaper, exclud-
ing the Royal Oak Tubune) Soon
a large press was installed and for
the first time all mechanical oper-
ations were done in " Birmingham.

COMING FROM Detroit, where
he had been employed as a report-
er on the old Detroit Journal, Av-
erill knew little about the mechan-
ics of printing. Neither had he ac-
quired much practical experience
in the field of advertising and mer-
chandising.

“Nece%sltv beinyg the mother of
invention”, he soon learned that if
The Ecwntnc were to remain a
going business, he would have to
acquire more knowledge of the
publishing operations.

This he was able to do . .
combination editor-reporter,

Concluded on Next Page
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b}'yo printer, advertising salesman,
bill collector, plus a variety of
janitorial duties. @ *
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FOR SIX YEARS Averill guid-
ed The Eccentric toward a larger
_development. Following removal of
the office to 220 No. Woodward
ave., the staff was augmented by
several additional printers, another
reporter and an advertising sales-
man. Birmingham, under the im-
petus of the suburban real estate
boom of the "I'wenties, began to
grow, and with it the newspaper
and printing office.

It was in 1926 that Averill’s
youngest brother, Paul N. Averill,
who then was a student at the Un-
iversity of Michigan, joined The
Eccentric. Within a few months of
his arrival, he expressed a desire
to assume responsibility for the
advertising department of the
newspaper. This was given him.

L4 7 7
POSSESSED OF a natural bent
toward the science of selling and
merchandising, it was not long be-
fore his abilities were evidenced
in increased volume . .. and The
Eccentric was on its way toward

bilities, both as a chronicler of
local news and a media for aiding
the development of local business
concerns. % :

Visioning the possibility of fur-
ther development of the printing
part of the business, Paul suggest-
ed to his brother George that more
effort should be made to attract
outside business, and he has been
largely responsible for the growth
of our commercial printing depart-
ment ever since.

4 7 7

TODAY, The Eccentric’s combi-
nation newspaper and printing de-
partments rate among the largest
and best such enterprises in the
nation. Included in its service to
printing customers is a Detroit
sales office. Day and night mechan-
ical shifts of compositors and
pressmen are maintained.

Under the present ownership,
The Eccentric-has distinguished it-
self and its community by winning
many State and National prizes for
both journalistic practices and ex-
cellence of the color, as well as
black and white, printing produc-
tion turned out.

L4 b4 7
IN 1936 George, or “GRA” as
he is known in the office, incor-
porated the business, making avail-

able to Paul an interest in it. At
the present time the brothers Av-
erill are operating under a_ co-

{)partnership.

Two of GRA’s sons now are asso-
ciated with The Eccentric—George
Wm., managing editor, and John,
a printing salesman.

In 1945 The Eccentric added to
its operating space the building at
234 No. Woodward Avenue, and at
present uses a total of 17,500
square feet of floor space in its
two buildings.

The first subscriber to The Ec-
centric was George K. Updike, the
annual subscription price being one
dollar.

7
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MANY  LOCAL people were
hired from time to time to set the
type, by hand, for early issues of
this newspaper. Some of them
were, or became, printers—al-
though, outside of setting reading
matter and a variety of small ad-
vertisements, the work included
simple job printing, such as en-
velopes, letterheads, statements,
dodgers, auction bills, and cards.

Among those early typesetters
were’ Charles Fisher, Ed Jarvis,
Charles Hoffman, Cal Jenks, Maude
Gates, Olive Dennison, Lucy Ward,
and Hazel Wendorph. Except Fish-
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er, most of the other men became
outstanding 'in other business and
professional lines, according to Mr.
Mitchell.
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THE ECCENTRIC, over these 75
years, has grown from a little four-
page edition (pictures of the first
issue are printed elsewhere in this
75th anniversary number) to one
that averages 28 larger pages.

Its number of employees has
grown to the present staff of 80.

Other phases of the development
and growth of The Eccentric will be
found on other pages of this edi-
tion.

‘I Remember,’

Says Edwin O’Neal, 583 Madison:
“That there wasn’t a cement side-
walk in town when I first came
here—all board walks. One of my
jobs on the village council was to
check them. Frank Hagerman and
I used to walk all over the village
on the board walks just to see if
thére were any loese boards that
would fly up and trip people.”
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Historical Story of Birmingham

Continued from page three

tannery in 1827 and in 1828.
Hunter began the operation of a
blacksmith’s shop and foundry.
Hamilton’s tavern developed into
‘a hotel—the National House (where
the Birmingham National Bank
stands today.:

In 1833 Sullivan Kelsey opened
the first store and three years
later Piety Hill had a post office,
also in Kelsey’s charge.

In 1832 Roswell T. Merrill and
his son-in-law, William Brown,
hought the Hunter foundry. As
business grew, he added to it the
manufacturing of threshing ma-
chines and farm implements.

Orrin Poppleton, son of a Troy
township pioneer, opened the third
store in Piety Hill. In 1831, Mer-
ill erected a brick store for T. A.
Flowers, who at the same time be-
rame postmaster. This was the
irst brick building of any kind in
town.
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IN DIRECT contrast to the Bir-
mingham of today, the community
in the first half of the 19th century

was one of industry. Its inhabi-
tants were engaged in the factories
and foundries which had sprung up.

In 1832 there was a meeting to
choose a permanent name for the
village. The result was wmade
known the next morning when a
large sign “Birmingham” appeared
on the front of Merrill’s foundry.
The name is said to have been sug-
gested by Hugh Irving, who was
reminded by the flourishing indus-
tries of his old home in Birming-
ham, England.

But as suddenly as the place
grew as a manufacturing center,
just that suddenly did it again
fade into a farming town and one
for residences. Although Birming-
ham never had a spectacular fire
which wiped out everything in its
path, most of the foundries and
factories were burned out at one
¢dime or another and never rebuilt.

17 ¥ 7 .

TIME PASSED rapidly. The
community was growing. Soon
there was a railroad. Five hundred
20 six hundred people lived in Rir-
ningham by 1839 when Sault Wil-
iams promoted an extension of the

Detroit, Grand Haven and Mil-
waukee railroad to the community.

In 1864 the village was incor-
porated with J. C. K. Crooks as
president of the first board of sev-
en trustees. It comprised an area
one mile square.

Ten years later, and after lively
battles, came the inauguration of
the water works and then a fire
tower and the first fire department
of volunteers.

About this time “Mattie” Bald-
win was influential in getting the
Ladies’ Library Association started.

A 17 7

A NEW village charter was
passed in 1885, providing six com-
missioners. About ten years later
the ‘“electric” cars came to Bir-
mingham.

In 1913 another village charter
providing for three commissioners
went into effect and in 1927 the
people of the village again amend-
ad the charter, re-establishing the
hoard of seven men.

When Birmingham became a city
in 1933, the seven commissioners
remained, one of them being ap-
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pointed mayor, and the village
manager became the city manager.

Improvements and progress had
continued in Birmingham. Wood-
ward -avenue was widened into a
superhighway, beginning in 1925,
and the Hunter cut-off was begun
in 1931. .

7 ¥, 7

THE GRAND Trunk railway,
which formerly ran through the
center of town, was moved east to
its present location and with its
commuter service in 1931, on the
new right of way, brought Bir-
mingham closer to Detroit than
ever before.

New schools were built, new
public buildings erected and beau-
tiful new homesites were built in
the town and the surrounding area.

Birmingham still is a residential
community, but the aspect of a
sleepy village town has faded for-
ever. It now is a bustling subur-
ban community with excellent
stores, fine homes, good schools
md ever so many children and
logs. Its 1953 estimated popula-
ion is more than 20,000.

of wa off, all the ehimneys
jou bis house completely wrecked, fences|
ilaid low, and oconfusion generslly, John
iinforma us that he was on the rof of his
ihouse making some repairs, when the
fu breeve " occcarred, and the way he elong
45 the roof was & cantion to his finger nails |

b
i

f the company’s gentlemanly
r, Densmore. ' The old depot
tiek has been gradually

‘owing fo  litile misundersianding there
wes but ome member present from South.
fisld, and ocomsequently the mesting was

‘again eppointed for nextTuesday, May 7,1

when it inte be hoped that there will be a

some of the inland lakes of this vicinity,
snd among the rest Wing Lake wan far-
‘nished with about 6,000 small fry, A fow
weeks ago Messra, Hhérman, Bigelow and

Mills were fishing with a.jack light on the] '

aforesaid lake, and saw myriads of what
they are confident were young white fish,

length, The 8sh were very swift, and the
boys declure thal they were unable to cap-
taratany of them, hut are firm in the con:
viction that they were white fish, Now,
who of our eitizsus will be enterprising
enongh to prosure s gill net and place it in
Wing Lake for o fow days, fn order that the
vomnuniiy sy be sxtietied on ghis voint?
Daw’t 11 sposle 8t once.

Tiae papers foformed pe recently that the.
' Hor, R, E. Trowbringe snd famity had ar.

| pleaszd everyhody,

We now jnform ‘wou
i

7 8, with bis femily, bas aleo
anapnearance, Tili's responsibilities
st of the jollewing: One beontiful

rie hlack staitlon, thres years 61d, weigh- b

fag 2.}00 pouuds, snswers to tHe name of |
L Perche; noother, numed Bob, one year

and teu montha old, weighs 1,000 pounds; a |

span of mares, aged thres and four years re-
#pectively, Flora aud Dolly, or, s the Trish-
owan said: “ The Lady of the Mountain
and toe Lilly of the Valley.” The span
weighs 2,550 pousds. One brood mare,
Bampson blood, uxtesn yesrs old, and one
oolt eight monthe old, The colts were all
sired by Z, Chandlor's tmported Percheron
stallion, Mark Antowy, If the above * fam.
ily cares” are mot for one young

!‘ ,‘

1 would Weation of all to
faet thet 1 have
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Editor Would Use Rhyme from Time fo Ti
The Birmingham - Eccentric of ported the incident in this way: And when he draws a good long | May, 1953 Page 7
1878 often used rhymes to, inform . '“He named all the fiends “of H:reaihth g A BIRMINGHAM ECCENTRIC
its subscribers of, the little happen- Hades maketh such a soun S i4s :
ings that befell village citizens.| And his language was not over The air is filled with melody 75th Anniversary Hdition "WE INSURE
\¥e ﬁuspeclt editor George Mitchell nice For 40 rods around.” longer.”
of this talent. As he walked off the stoop on v 1 % Sometimes, just for fun, the edi- :
When one of the best citizens of his shoulder blades, A 16-YEAR-OLD boy had a gun|tor would Siip a 1'h,vme, such as EVERYTHING
the village (his name is not given) |  The boards being covered with accident and it was reported: this into the paper’s columns:
came into town to get aid in clean- ice. ]The pistol wient’tOﬁ: (liﬂ hés hjand %lovers sat beneath the shade AY”
ing out his chimney The Eccentric BIRMINGHAM wae a quiet vil- n a way we aont understanc ow 14-8 that you be 9 ‘
commented: lage and when a man snored, it Then thmugh his hand the bullet Have smiled upon this suite of BUT YESTERD Y
“A smoking chimney and a scold- \ made The Eccentric notice: did rip 3 . mine; :
ing wife ‘ | “There is a man on Pierce street | And took off a piece of his finger It re-b’s a heart, it palps 4 you— |
Are the greatest torments of a| And all the neighbors say ;- tip : i Thy voice is mu6 melody. i
life.” He lies right smack upon his| And tore a great hole in his| ’Tis 7 to be the loved 1, 2 ‘ (S\/D
In the winter, when one villager | back t.humb. { Say, 0!1 nymph, wilt marry me? |
ﬁhpped And 1(11 lhe }‘\(entnc re- And snores the nights away. This caused Homer Burns -*'U(fh‘ Then lisped she soft, why 13 ly!”
S ST AEIY b B e T S terrible pain ‘
. & i e That he never will fool with a| . 7 SOV E - VI ~
Dr. Ziba Swan Was An Actlvc Civil Servant pistol again Settled i Southfield FOR 75 YEARS
Not if he knows it, Douglas Keyes, who was a char- |
Dr. Ziba Swan, one of the early |ritory. He also served as township 3y Gum!” ter member of the Birmingham |
settlers in Bl(mmneld township and‘tmonel in 1854, as county super- g et - Masons, was an original settler, BII{J‘\II (II{AM
whose lands were just north of ‘ intendent of the poor from 1842-44, ONE OF THE good ladies of coming to Southfield” township |
the Willets, Hunter and Hamilton | and was on the first county board Birmingham almost fell into her ‘fmm Niagara county, New York, | H XS I)FPFNDFI)
settlement, filled several county of commissioners in 1820, cistern. The Eccentric in reporting 'in October, 1826. He purchased | it - 4 =
posts during his lifetime. } this accident said: from the government 80 acres of |
He served as sheriff and deputy | Dr. Swan came to Michigan from “Tf the boards hadn’t been land which today is the northwest UPON
sheriff in the early days, being ap- |a place near Albany, N. Y., and | stronger ccorner of 9 Mile road and Ever- g
pomtod b\ the governor of the tm- diod about 1850. L Our. item would hd\'( been green.
B PR it e e — | The
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Coping for Iots, Iron Set
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of the engngement of Miles Orton, themned (3" Jawns,' 2~ All work ex mtnd ,by
champion bareback rider of the gd mgmm,&&ﬁvaedmdiml
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od _
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FOR NEWS
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The Community

wpwod 'by litile Barney, the child rider, i BHELVES, npreunting the different vari- in Wh Ich
 Caleb: and North, the daring sorobats, and eties of FOMZ‘ Maib! tode

thc {amons Bob DeBar, the fuvniest clown| g‘ %&TI?D U%ﬁ)anGE. |

‘in the world, with s hoat of others, The : ‘ J:E’ We Serve

| prise of admission bas been placed within

the resch of all, the nomival mum of tvom N. B.—Mr, Wilcox will continaa his la-1
bors s policitor, and will make it so object.
v Ave cenls to parties in want of Marble and Gnim

[*’. m %mm‘wm Gmﬁnm 'm‘mdw with this firm, i
Voealists—P, O. Hudson and O, J, Crom: | gang m Daughters of Adam's Brood ! ARD0
‘woll—gava n fine concert ot the M, E_.’,/ . e
Lm YOUB ELBQ!

{ ohureh, last weok Tuesday evening. Theirf L
| programime consisted of * Songs of other
 days, mingled with more moders lay” A ,&m”m*‘ e "'*"" money n
large and appreciative audience greeted v
‘thoaa, and should thay ever return tothis
will bogin t‘q first issne ef ‘rxu

108 thexmmoi 8 warm racepﬁoa by % w,n 1’: uni

Bt e, | CUTTING & ROBBINS B by our Wil Eoper

ONO

Beresford

Bwnamn.—-’rhu mwmim nfBlw - .
b«r&. at Library Hall, last Fﬂﬂsyaminu ‘
‘was & decided sucoess, The richnees'of the | Troy Oornerg,
ooatumes, and the excellent acting of all,|
 rondered the enteriainment very pleasing.
‘The discovery of the terrible room contain- I:'“IE“M? s k)&i:;f gﬁ.{gf}‘{:&g""m
ing the hedless remains of Mr4B.’s former | Dried and Smoked, Flour and reu. k.u-,
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preoiative audience. Bluebeard'a return, Clears, Tobaseo snd i b iy wf:"ﬁ
 his murderess assault upon hig wite, and | d doing strictly cash business, mmm 0
| the timely resoue, was truly e ting; and | the lowest pouible price. We don’t sell

n & 40 cent tea for 50 cents, snd then g
wm the Vig brother (M‘:Z 1) ku&fd Bige- ﬁeu cent chiromo, o glass pitchcr. or & Durs
beard (Mr. 8.), and the “ corpse ham bull. We pay cash for butter, eggs, |
F .moved, some wag in the audience, hides, pelts and paper rags. Yours truly,
mind seemingly ruvs to sporting n :

OUTTING & BOSBINS. |
yelled, * Dead bird for Trowbridg FOUND—BY T, TOCHE, & SUM OF |
f nproas wes immenss. Shounld

Thompson

Agency

GNO

General

The finder can have the same
continne fo. tumi:hugood entertail by proving property aud paying for thi.

s this for, the low price of ten cen advertisement,
‘prediot for them crowded houses. T,
dies intend, in the ocourse of twoor three
_weeks, giving a drama, entitled T

 of a Lover,” sod will spare no tn s i B s
. make 1t fally up tothe standard of their | ,,To% IS0 yoam Xatts Fille beye been the

5 cogrize
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G have been received too thi
1.31“ ot i mﬁﬁa 1t} Do They Cure Every Thing? | PEACHES, néxsm.

Onr patrons will, no doubt, ba p No.-‘fhoz‘ are for Diseases that |at prives that C.
 ur 1 wour iy prepaed o giveli| 1 BERARGED LIVER. s me
i ths “local which can be bad, and our coun- | Dyspepsia, Hilious snd Typhoid Fovers |
g '%ry friende will confer & flvor by g us| Ohills, Colle, Bick-Headachs, Chronie
C any little item of interest which occur | Diarrhoss, Nervousnoss, Disziness, Fal-
© in their vicinity. But if worst cotnes to| pitation of ihe Heart, Neuralgia, Rhau«

. worst, wa will get outcurold v
 mart a base ballink, and s dvm%mg matiem, Kidney Diseass, Chronio Con-

tipation, Pilex, &o.
Puse of petrolenm for kindlin d .
" trom {bat our Josals will be ngtitons as] . NATURE WARNS ¥OU

population lasts, ThatYour LIVER IS DISORDERED

Whent you have &
875, Dull pain in Shovlders; Conted Tongee;
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'TUTT'S PILLS {§ Insurance

)

176 N. Woodward

Birmingham National
Bank Building

Midwest 4-8930

measco!,)i H. & 'ﬁ? o 29%? Costive Boveln; Welght in th

¥ D, & omas, f Cor- vo Boweln; Welg] @ Stomach
o, 8 elt styled cancer doctor, has| Bfter Esting: Sour Bractations: Aver-
 to my ‘case as one in which he o o

ucceasful in curing cancers, UE ADYIORT tha A% S0ey As the have all been bon bt sinee the inte dw}m in goods, We nre vumm‘é
certify that I consider him| TAKE TUTT'S PILLS!!  the bﬂgle at TWEN %’. CENT. LESS than fmme§ prices. We are ael
poster. . First-class phy- The firat dose & & Cheap Slipa at 25@, 500 75c, W0c and $1,  Ladies* Nerge Gaiters ai 750, bette
§ atmy that T had N0 CANCEI=— | whith often natom it tin o freet | 1,50, Ladics’ Foxed Gaiters at $1 and $1.25. We havs o fuil line of

¥ & aitid!) serofulous sore, which | and in » shors time follows an Ap:

GNO

Edwin M. Beresford

i y-loving M. D. pronounced a g‘”;)‘l‘;')g""‘];s‘”“"““’“' LADIES’ FINE KID, GOAT AND MOROCCO '3

a i Ao i o 16 L & HARD MUSCLE, : |

] ;?tu ;ttr??te(}e;\c f!?;thlgﬁlyi’a?gt:l)&t. e Which we have manutaetured exwwiv for our teade, Every f”"" "””m"”’ 'WW%“'

b8 cured, um‘i‘but for tha timely assist- . THE WEST SPEAXKS. also in stock 5 fine astoriment of J O t iS C Th ompson

e of Dr.LeBa £ Ponilan Y REST PILL IN EXISTENCE.” .
have been e o N e MENE SPRING ARD SUMMER SHOES

i éuﬂeriz‘» with cin- ine g0 much food i the way of medicize. They ar Comprising all the late and durablestyles. We al huve on hand s ¢ : -
g ot EERES UGN | RS R Y | Louis Hasall
: o fraud an mere- : 8 : .

!:lwinﬁler B N sl ot et o 5’“‘" : . Respeottuily, - 0
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The history of this are

have been related
o We have grown with
through service to busines

and your confide

We have the RESOURCES
| the FACILITIES . . . and the
banking needs. We have CC

of this progressive community.

1933 % $188,000.00

1933 §HH $114,000.00

BUSINESS and PERSONAL LOANS
. and MORTGAGES
$771,000.00 oo

1938 $190,000.00

i

1943 ¢ = $1,019,000.00 1943 $330,000.

1953

e

I

$405,0

1953




st Our CONGRATULATIONS to
M NATIONAL BANK T BIRMINGEAM ECCENTHIC

on its continuing growth.
Birmingham, Michigan :

his area and our Bank
related since 1933.

n with the community
susinessmen and residents,

confidence in us.

RCES . . . the EXPERIENCE . . .
the STAFF to SERVICE your
/e CONFIDENCE in the future

unity.
000.00 1933 $660,000.00
CAPITAL - | < TOTAL RESOURCES
,000.00 ACCOUNTS 1938 $2.870,000,00
$330,000.00 1943 $7,263,000.00

$405,000.00 » : | 1948 7//////////% $13,791,000.00

$1,145,000.00

$24,857,000.00




CONGRATULATIONS

— to The —

BIRMINGHAM ECCENTRIC

— on its —

75th ANNIVERSARY

The first 100 years are the toughest — so you
only have 25 years to gol!

WE ARE PROUD

of the fact that we have supplied the news-
print used in printing The Eccentric {for more
than 12 years! We also wish to congratulate
the people of Birmingham for developing this
city into the wonderful community it truly

has become.

'BEARD NEWSPRINT

& WAREHOUSE CO.,JINC. :
8761 FULTON ST.*  DETROIT 9, MICH. |




BACK IN 1924, Woodward avenue in downtown B

irmingham still was
lined with many magnificent trees, particularly south from Maple avenue.
The photo at left looks south toward the “four corners”, and The Eccen-
tric’s office can be seen at the extreme left. The picture at right was taken
in 1924 of the northwest corner of the Maple-Woodward intersection. The

When the Birmingham Eccentric first put in its appear-|sede it: “The Eccentric, a neat lit-
ance in May 1878, it had a rival-—the Birmingham Post.

This fact has been discovered by searching through the
first few issues of The Eccentric put out by its first editors

George H. Mitchell and Almeron A. Whitehead.

Naturally proud of their firsté
newspaper venture which was a
four page issue of 8x10"” size, the
editors of The Eccentric sent com-
plimentary copies to newspapers in
the surrounding area.

What those papers said regard-
ing the new Birmingham news-
sheet were duly printed by The Ec-
centric and it is here that the first
indication is given of its newspa-
per competitor.

Some of the opinions were kind-

ly, such as the one from the Holly
Register: “That sparkling
newsy journal, The Birmingham Ec-
centrice, for the fiest time came to
light looking well and it knocked
the spots off its brother, Post, last
week.”

7 7 24

EVEN ITS RIVAL, the Post, had
a pleasant word for the little news-

and |

tle. four-column paper, has put in
an appearance in this village, pub-
lished by Whitehead and Mitchell.”

The Pontiac Bill Poster vre-
marked: “The paper isn't as large
as those of the ‘patent’ order but
is brim full of home news and the
{eccentricities stick out all over.”

|  However, the Rochester Sun had
[some bitter words—which the Ec-
centric printed anyway: “We have
received an 8x10 sheet started by
two lunatics at Birmingham and
sailing under the ‘you-funny-us’ ti-
tle of The Eccentric. Eccentric lun-
latics like others in this section, you
|have missed your. calling! ‘Go

white building on the corner was the First State Savings Bank, which
failed early in the 30’s, the location now is occupied by Wilson Drug Co.
The Woodward trees, incidentally, were taken down in 1931 when Wood-
ward was widened a few feet each side.

f

you may get into the work house
and learn something even if it is
nothing better than chair painting.”
L4 L4 17

FOR 12 ISSUES The Eccentric
continued with its 8x10” size—
small for a newspaper. But in the
July 18th issue, an editorial stated
that editors Whitehead and Mitch-
%11 had purchased the Birmingham

ost:

‘Having purchased the Birming-
ham Post, we will next week issue
The Eccentric in an enlarged and
much improved form, after which
date the subscription price will be
$1.00 per year, invariably in ad-
vance.

paper that was eventually to super- | West’ or rob some poor widow so| “However, to such of our old

The Difference s

IRONRITE

FROM
1912 .
TO
1953

These dates testify to
the 41 years we've
served Birmingham and
to the endorsement by
Birmingham residents
of our famous merchan-
dise and service. We ex-
tend a friendly welcome
to all new residents.
And if your needs be
electrical, may we sug-
gest, that for the finest
appliances and service,
you visit us.

ELECTRICITY

Mrs. Birmingham dees today essentially what
her grandmother did. Keep food fresh, prepare
.and cook it, then wash the dishes. The difference
is efliciency, ease and more free time. Electricity
has emancipated the kitchen slave. Electric stoves,
mixers, washers, garbage disposals, refrigerators,
ete., are now indispensable. And foremost in these
time and energy saving means have been

GENERAL ELECTRIC
BENDIX

SUNBEAM
AMANA

MI 4-3933

162166 'W. Maple

i SRS L A SR i PR

B’ham Post Didn’t Last, But The Eccentric Has
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subsecribers as have not paid their
subscriptions, we will send them
the paper to the end of their time
for the former price provided that
they remit to us on or before the
1st of Sept., otherwise we will be
under the necessity of exacting the
full amount.

“The subscribers to the late Bir-
mingham Post will receive the
Eccentric to the full time for which
they subscribed for the Post.”

7 o (6

ON JULY 26, The Eccentric did
appear in an enlarged and im-
proved form. In comparing the ap-
pearance of the two different is-
sues, the conclusion can be drawn
that when The Eccentric bought
out its rival, it acquired all the
equipment used by the Post which
was undoubtedly superior to that
which editors Whitehead and
Mitchell had owned in putting out
The Eccentric.

After all, the editors of The Ec-
centric 75 years ago had started
out in the newspaper business on
the proverbial ‘“shoestring.”

(£ 3 4

IN THAT SAME July 26 edition,
Editors Mitchell and Whitehead at-
tempted to make clear the fact
that the Post was dead, and The
Eccentric was to be the little vil-
lage’s newspaper. They stated:

“During the past week we have
answered questions in regard to the
hurried departure of the Post till
our vocabulary of adjectives has
been utterly exhausted, the general
opinion of the community being
that we had purchased the entire
outfit of the defunct Post and would
now issue that paper ourselves;
others entertained the wild idea
that we had assumed the entire re-
sponsibility of that sheet, and
would settle all debts, both public
and private.

“In the.first place, the little Ec-
centric has proved a staunch boat,
and while we publish a paper in
Birmingham (which we have every
reason to believe will be for many
vears to come) our patrons will
always find the colors of The Eec-
centric at the mast head.

L4 7 4
“IN THE SECOND place we did
not assume Mr. McConnell’s debts
of any kind, and on the contrary
we will paddle our own canoe in
the same manner as formerly.
“The fact of Mr. McConnell's

|leaving as he did makes no par-

ticular difference to us. We would
have enlarged just the same if he
had stayed, and we do not care
to have our readers confuse the
matter in the least.

“While the Post was here we
managed to run our little paper

'|'successfully, and are confident we
|| can do so yet.”

But McConnell apparently was
not ready to quit being a news-
paper publisher. For the Aug. 2,
1878, issue of The Eccentric con-
tained this reprint of an item in
the Midland (Mich.) Independent.

7 7 7

Midland is to have a Green-
back paper now, sure, and that
quickly. This time it is a good
looking young gentleman—a prac-
tical printer from Birmingham,
Mich., who is to establish the jour-
nal, and report says that his first
number will be issued here next
week, . :

““Tis to be a nine column folio,
chuek full of sparkling Greenback-
ism and other good things (we
suppose) and we know not what
else. We believe the name of the
author of this new journalistic en-
terprise is McConnell. He was of
late publisher of the Birmingham

Post.”

.



Eccentric’s Editorial, Advertising Staffs Today

FIVE PERSONS COMPRISE the editorial staff of The Birmingham In THE DISPLAY ADVERTISING DEPT. are these four people (left
Eccentric in 1953. Left to right, they are Society Editor Kay Reed, Staff to right), Advertising Salesmen William Lamoreaux and John McKinney,
Photographer Norman Douglas, Managing Editor George Wm. Averill, Advertsing Manager Hal P. Buerge, and departmental assistant Stella
Editor and Publisher George R. Averill, and Staff Reporter Alice E. Morgan. Meclntosh.

eReEDOM |A TREASURED HERITAGE| preepoM

™ 'The AMERICAN LEGION o
P RE S S | Maintains 35 Major Programs SPEECH

American Education
Week

Americanism Program Medical Advisory
| i, 10 I : Service
Fighting Communism e CONGRATULATIONS _ |
to The Insurance Advisory
b ianity Barvices BIRMINGHAM ECCENTRIC ° Nervice
on the occasion of its _
75th ANNIVERSARY '\  G.LBill of Rights

Jobs for Disabled Vets

School Medal Awavrds
Child Welfare

Boy Scout Sponsorship Badith Cod P
Back to God Programs

Junior Baseball :
Foreign Relations

B 3 S P 3 . .
oys’ States National Security

Universal Military
Training

Boys’ Nation

Oratorical Contest ik,
Civil Defense

Rehabilitation Service - Memorial Poppy Day

CHARLES EDWARDS POST NO. 14
AND AUXILIARY

THE AMERICAN LEGION

-
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These Folks, Too, Play An Important Role

~ BUSINESS OFFICE PROCEDURE, including classified ads and sub- _ PRODUCTION MATTERS are handled by (from left) Plant Supt. Amos
scriptions, is taken care of by this all-feminine staff of seven. G. Battenfield, job printing salesmen Walter C. Morgan, Russell T. Ingham,

_ John M. Averill, Asst. Production Mgr. Harriette Pearson, and production
department assistant, Gene Doolittle.

A i . » e ] THIS GROUP of two women and 11 men—all journeymen-printers—
BASIC INGREDIENT of all newspapers is produced by this crew of six Produces the handset type and does the makeup for The Eccentric’s news-
on that fascinating, extremely complicated machine, the Linotype, of Paper and the large olume of commercial printing.
which The Eccentric has five. i »

FINAL STAGE in the prinfihg “l‘)usiness is that process taken care of by
the bindery—which gathers, stitches and folds the publications, and gets
them ready for mailing or delivers them in The Eccentric’s two trucks. The

above picture shows the 13 employees who accomplish this bindery opera-
tion for The Eccentric.

" WITHOUT PRESSES, nothing can be printed—and that’s why these 17
journeymen-pressmen are kept busy taking blank paper and producing
words and pictures on it.
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Continued from page One of this Section

what is the northbound strip of
the highway, between Royal Oak
and two miles north of Birming-
ham. In other portions of this spe-
cial 75th Anniversary Edition
more of this story is told.

7 " Y

: BUT IT WAS, like so many pub-
lic improvements, no easy achieve-
ment. Property owners did not
always co-operate. Many of the
purchases of land for both the new
Woodward right-of-way and the
one for the Grand Trunk’s removal
eastward were settled in heated
court trials.

_And so Birmingham kept on get-
ting bigger and bigger. Heroically
its inhabitants, during all this
growth, sought to have it carry out
an early slogan of “A Bigger and
Better Birmingham—The Village
of Homes Where Children Thrive.”

This slogan was a modernization of
an earliét one that exclaimed
proudly: “Birmingham-—The Pride
of Oakland=County!”
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ANOTHER LOCAL figure of
considerable importance during my
33 years here was Warren Duane
Clizbe, father of Mrs. Harry Al-
len, of 556 West Maple.

He was a tall man, and carried
plenty of well-distributed pound-
age about him. He was a natural
born leader . . . but not always did
he win a majority following.

He was president of the village
in the early Twenties. He had
served as Michigan head of the
Knights of Pythias Lodge, and
always gave much of his time in
speaking to other lodges around
the State.

Mr. Clizbe, while not always|went up on West Maple.

agreed with,' was most respected.
When he became village president
in 1920, at a ‘special election in
September, Birmingham had gone
through a summer of water short-
age.

4 . § v

WANT PROOF? . one hot
afternoon a fire broke out in a
house on Pierce street, near Town-
send. The single chemical truck
was driven there by the volunteers,
who discharged the available filled
tank,

But they needed more chemicals
to pour upon the fire . . . and no
water came out of the nearest hy-
drant. A neighbor woman had been
doing the family washing that day,
and still had two washtubs full of
water in her basement. She made
this known ta the firemen and
that’s how they got enough extra
water to put out the fire.

Yes, Sir! new president Clizbe
determined to do something about
it. He proposed a small bond issue,
the proceeds to be used for the vil-
lage’s first elevated water storage |
tank. The taxpayers voted it down. |
That didn’t daunt Mr. Clizbe, who |
forthright obligated the town to|
payment for the tank that soon

THE TANK, while it was in use,
served a good purpose, and the
criticism of those who opposed the
debt vanished in good time.

In the Twenties, and for the most
part prior to them, Birmingham’s
sewer and water mains were in-
stalled “by guess and by gosh”.

By that I mean few records were
kept in the village offices, so that
if a leak occurred, or new connec-
tions had to be made, workmen
would start somewhere in the vicin-
ity of the underground utilities.

More than once Mr. Clizbe, ob-
serving workmen trying to locate
a sewer or water main, would say:
“It isn’t where you are now digging
—start over there”, and he would
point to a new location. More often
than not, he was right. What a
memory!

> T

RIGHT UP until the middle
Twenties one of the community’s
high entertainment affairs would
be the arrival of the Redpath
Chautauqua  organization. They
would erect a big tent, generally
west of old Hill school, and remain
here for a week or two.

Local businesses would under-
write any deficit. Lectures, for the

most part, filled the program time.

Clothes Change

New
Buildings
Replace Old

The Pace
Is Faster

The Dollar?
Well . ..

|
|
j
|
|
I
|
|

Some things never change. The demand for prompt service,
the most up-to-date medicines, a pleasant atmosphere -to

enjoy good refreshments.

It has been our endeavor, through the many years
we've served Birmingham, to be quick and-completely ac-
curate in filling your prescriptions. We have ever stocked
the latest approved drugs. Your better health is our aim.
Insofar as purchases are concerned, your dollar receives

its fullest value with us.

EVER POPULAR!

S REXALL

105 W. Maple

The friendly
for young and old alike.

HAIN

RUG STORE
MI 42121

meeting place

Manners Change

~ Cars Rather
Than

One Horse
Shays

More
Demand On
Your Time

Medical
Discoveries

Greater
»  Health

development of
that ancient
entertainment

But® with the
silent movies here,
form of summer
finally disappeared.
One could go on to much greater
length in reminiscing about the
days of a generation ago in Bir-
mingham, of course. Here I have
recorded but a few of the high-
lights during the first few years qf
my newspaper experience in this
area.

L f [ 4
IN OTHER PARTS of this spe-
cial 75th Anniversary Edition you
will read stories of related interest.
In final summary, perhaps it will
suffice to say that Birmingham and
environs were builded on the same
general universal American pat-
tern of human yearning for per-
sonal freedom . .. freedom to mar-
ry and raise a family, to select
one’s personal choice of vocation,
to worship where one desired, to
speak and write what is on the con-
science, to elect one’s own choice
of governing bodies . . . and to do
whatever else free men and women
are convinced they want to do in
any era.

Job Printing

Continued from page 1

because, with due modesty, it feels
disqualified by its area-accepted
status as a well established com-
mercial printing organization.

A few additional details of its
operation may be interesting on the
occasion of this 76th Anniversary
commemorative edition.
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APPROXIMATELY 20,000
square feet of total floor space is
used by both the newspaper and
printing departments.

Press room and composing rooms
operate day and night to provide
fast processing of typesetting and
press service.

Delivery service covers a radius

of approximately one hundred
miles and Detroit deliveries are
made twice daily on regular
schedules.

Six trunk lines are maintained
and include two direct Detroit lines
to the Birmingham switchboard for
convenience and economical acces-
sibility to metropolitan 'area cus-
tomers.

T A .

BINDERY SERVICES are com-

plete and provide immediate proc-
essing and delivery of each job. In
the case of large press runs, partial
delivery is possible to customers
before final press run is completed.
Maintenance of address lists and
bulk and individual wrapping and
mailing for post  office delivery
also is provided.
l. Trade composition also is done
by The Eccentric and includes
chunk and complete makeup with
commercial standard reproduction
proofing for letterpress or offset
processing.

Again this year, The Eccentric
is one of 12 printing plants under
contract with the United States
Air Force (Wright Field) for the
supplying of typesetting and com-
position service.

) o v vy

(During the last war The Eccen-
tric was the typesetting supplier
for The British Army Staff sta-
tioned in this country and one of
the suppliers for the United States
Army Ordnance Dept.)

Much of the growth of The Ec-
centric was the direct result of
overcoming the original objection
and resistance from buyers against
its suburban location. To over-
come such feeling, The Eccentric
compensated by above-average
service, dependability, personal in-
terest and creative approach.

Though original objections and
prejudice to location have been
overcome, the compensating char-
acteristics have been retained and
account for much of the increasing
growth and acceptance which The
Feceentrie continues to enjoy among
metropolitan area printing buyers.

! L , £

ANOTHER ORIGINAL feature
of training salesmen to estimate
and price jobs “on the spot” has
been retained and provided a sales-
engineer relationship between The
Eccentric and its customers.

In a field that is noted for its
intensive competitive quality, it is
with great pride that The Eccentric
can review its printing depart-
ment growth and success and,
among the hundreds of establish-
ments in the graphic arts field, lay
claim to becoming one of the ten
largest printing firms in the entire
metropolitan area.

And it is with warranted pride
that it pays tribute to its loyal
and outstanding employees and
craftsmen who have helped make
this achievement possible.

The Eeccentric salutes you, its
employees, and thanks its loyal
customers,  both Birmingham and
others, who have, too, made such

growth possible!



~ Gov. Williams, Sen. Ferguson

‘Note

Eccentric's Anniversary

G.MENNEN WILLIAMS
GOVERNOR

prrt,

@

STATE OF MICHIGAN
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

LANSING

George R. Averill, Publisher
The Birmingham Eccentric
Birmingham, Michigan

Dear Mr. Averill:

On behalf of the State Government,
let me offer to you and your associates sincere
congratulations on the™75th anniversary of The
Birmingham Eccentric.

The growth of The Eccentric has
paralleled the growth of Birmingham and the
tremendous development of Michigan as the workshop
of the world and the arsenal of democracy. The
Eccentric has observed and recorded this historic
development week after week.

The influence of a free press
keeping the people informed of public affairs has
contributed greatly to the advances we have made.
Indeed, the present liberty and prosperity of
Michigan and the United States would have been
impossible without freedom of press and speech.

Today more than ever, as we face
the new problems of a greater Michigan, a free press

able and willing to give all sides of public questions

1s necessary to our future progress.

In its next 75 years of 1life, I know
The Birmingham Eccentric will do 4its best to measure
up to this responsibility.

Sincerely,

W

The
Birmingham
YMCA

/

CONGRATULATES

The

Birmingham Eccentric

ON ITS

75th Anniversary

Space for this Advertisement
Contributed By a Friend of
the YMCA

Governor
KENNETH MC KELLAR, TENN., CHAIRMAN
CARL HAYDEN, AR, STYLES BRIDGES, N. H.
RICHARD B. RUSSELL, GA. HOMER FERGUSON, MICH.
PAT MC CARRAN, NEV, GUY CORDON, ORKG.
JOSEPH C. O'MAMONKY, WYO. LEVERKTT SALTONSTALL, MASS.
DENNIS CHAVEX, N, MEX. MILTON R, YOUNG, N, DAK. wc i{ a 5 3 *
BURNET R. MAYBANK, 8. C. WILLIAM F. KNOWLAND, CALIF. ‘a‘e
ALLEN J, ELLENDER, LA, EDWARD J. THYK, MINN. n e 5 ena e
LISTER HILL, ALA, ZALES N. ECTON, MONT,
HARLEY M. KILGORE, W. VA, JOSEPH R. MC CARTHY, WIS, COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

JOHN L. MCCLELLAN, ARK,
A WILLIS ROBERTSON, VA,

EVERARD H. SMITH, CLERK
THOMAS J, SCOTT, ASST. CLERK

February 19, 1953.

up, George R. Averill,
Publisher,

The Birmingham Eccentrie,
North Woodward Avenue,
Birmingham, ¥ichigan.

Dear George:

It is a real pleasure to extend my congratulations to
you and to the Birmingham Eccentric on the occasion of its
75th anniversary as the community weekly newspaper of
Birminghem and its environs.

Commnity newspapers like the Birmingham Eccentric and
its counterparts throughout the nation have exercised a
tremendous influence for good in the building of America.
The growth of community spirit and the development of civie
accomplishments in each "Hometown, USA" is often due to the
leadership and example of the community newspaper. And
only in an atmosphere of & free press could these develop-
ments take place.

We are accustomed, perhaps to ‘think of freedom of
the press in terms of great metrovolitican daily newspapers
but that freedom is no less important in the operation of the
smallest weekly papers in the land. Let the free voice of
a single weekly be stilled by oppression and the con-
sequences could silence the strongest newspapers.

The Birmingham Eccentric has-compléted 75 years of .un-
interrupted publication. It has always been & velce in
protecting our American heritage and I am certain its free
voice will continue in the future.

With best wishes'and kind personal regards,

: sincerely/
HF/F %él ; el ‘ !

75th ANNIVERSARY GREETINGS

to the
BIRMINGHAM ECCENTRIC

- from a Birmingham institution

the

SCHAUER
TOOL & DIE

COMPANY
2099 Cole St. Birmingham, Mich.

Builders of CUSTOM TOOLS 1
 FIXTURES & GAGES

12 Years of Service
to Industry

MI 4-7450 Fls o 30746770
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“BETTER
LATE
THAN

NEVER™

Pardon Our
Slang, But

There Ain't
No Such
Critter In
Insurance

After your house has burned,
after your neighbor has tripped
on Junior’s bicycle, after the
thief has obtained his loot, after
you've suffered an accident, in
fact after any eventuality is too
late. Closing the gate after the
horse is aut is a story familiar
to all of us. Take heed to the
importance of protecting your
loved ones, yourself and posses-
sions and stop trusting to luck
that “it” won’t happen. Insur-
ance does this as nothing else
can. What you are entitled to in
insurance is well established re-

liability, low rates; that your
insurance salesman has a

thorough knowledge of his busi-
ness; prompt and courteous at-
tention when “it” happens. All
this and lots more makes the
McClellan Agency the firm to

But, please don’t forget

INSURE
TODAY!

Tomorrow
May Be
Too Late

_..,g{}g‘.._

THE

- McCLELLAN
AGENCY

D. H. Lamb

Room 245-247
BRIGGS BLDG.
MI 4-2860

—esffJeem

Financial Security
Is Second
Only To Health

entrust your insurance with.

"CONGRATULATION

TO THE

BIRMINGHAM
ECCENTRIC

ON THE OCCASION OF YOUR

75th ANNIVERSAR

~ from the 4

‘Fine Paper Merchants of Detroit




