Greenwood cemetery came mto existence as a burial ground
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for residents of Birmingham and vicinity because of a gift
of land from the original land owner and the zealous and
conscientious effort by a group of Birmingham citizens.

The cemetery consists of approximately 7.9 acres and is
a part of the original tract of land entered and settled on by

Dr. Ziba Swan in 1819.

It was he, who before 1825,

donated a spot to be used as

a burial place, this being a half acre in extent and now em-
braced within the present cemetery inclosure.

First interments were .those of+¢

Mrs. Polly Utter and her daughter
Cynthia Ann, both of whom met
violent death. Their story is told
in an old Detroit newspaper, dated
April 6, 1825:

“On the evening of last Monday,
a man by the name of Imri Fish
in a state of derangement of mind,
killed with an axe the wife and
daughter of John Utter who reside
about five miles from Pontiac. Mrs.
Utter’s age was 44 years and the
daughter was 13 years old.”

The insane murderer, who was a
brother of Deacon Elijah S. Fish,
was confined in the Oakland County
jail at Pontiac immediately after
the tragedy and remained there un-
til his death about 1830.
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IN DUE TIME Dr. Swan, the
donor of the ground, and many
of the oldest as well as the younger
inhabitants of Bloomfield and Bir-
mingham were laid away in the
cemetery. As the small space be-
came crowded with graves, efforts
were made to obtain more land.

About 15 citizens of the vicinity
joined together, though not as a
legally constituted association or
company, and by subscription, pur-
chased an additional acre and a half
of ground which they inclosed with
the old half-acre. ,

Dr. Ebenezer Raynale was 'one
of the early workers of this asso-
ciation who did so much for the

care and preservation of the
cemetery. .
After Dr. Ebenezer Raynale’s

death, Miss Martha Baldwin and a
friend were strolling through the
village cemetery on.a September
day in 1881. The cemetery was
quite unkempt by this time and
Martha Baldwin could not help but
notice the overgrown graves and
the air of neglect.
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WITHIN A WEEK she called a
dozen women together and a ceme-
tery association was formed. The
yearly dues were placed at 50c and
the grass was mowed and the
grounds cleaned.

In 1885 the society was incor-
porated under the laws of the
state and more land adjoining the
cemetery grounds was purchased
at the cost of $500. This was plat-
ted according to the landscape gar-
dening plan. Dues were raised to
$1 per year.

In 1901 and 1904 further addi-
tions were made; a new tool house
was built, water pipes laid and a

gasoline engine was installed which
pumped water from the creek.
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WITH THE PAYMENT of $25,
perpetual care was insured for the
grave and in 1912 there was $2500
in the perpetual care fund. Since
1903 no grave  lot had been sold
except with perpetual care. In
1910 a vault holding nine bodies
was built.

Martha Baldwin held the office
of secretary and superintendent
from 1881 when the cemetery asso-
ciation was formed until her death
in 1913. The association in her
time was officered entirely by wom-
en and the business was done by
them.

By 1922, however, the association
had men workmg within the or-
ganization and Frank Schlaack was
president—an office he held until
1938,
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PROBLEMS OF the Greenwood
cemetery association during the
period of 1922 to 1945 seem to cen-
ter around those of upkeep and
maintenarrce.

Memorial Day services at the
cemetery were permitted by the
association but children were to be
restrained from molesting plants
and flowers and from playing about
the grounds.

Each year the sexton asked for
a few more trash baskets, for peo-
ple left “unsightly little heaps” of
trash around anywhere.

In 1922 is the notation in the old
association records that there were
“rose bugs on the peonies. The
sexton must spray and burn them
until they are conquered.”
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PRICES FOR cemetery lots in
1922 were from $5 to $20. These
prices were raised during the suec-
ceeding years until 1945 when the
price for a single burial was $35.

Rules and regulations of the as-
sociation forbid the erection of
trellises for roses and no stone wall
was to be built on the hillside.
Bronze markers.and urns were per-
mitted.

In 1925, the association pur-
chased a power mower which the
sexton reported as “working fine.”
An iron picket fence with picket
gates was erected on one side of
the cemetery grounds in 1926 with
a chain link fence on the other
three sides.

The old pumphouse was taken

Miscellaneous articles and pictures
related to -history of this area

CEMETERY’S OLDEST PORTION—SOUTHEAST CORNER NEAR MAIN GATE
Includes graves of Martha Baldwin and Cemetery’s original donor, Dr. Ziba Swan

down and in 1929 a new tool house
was built on the northeast corner.
The old one in the middle of the
cemetery grounds was taken out.
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THE SEXTON’S PAY in 1935
was $20 per week during the sum-
mer months, but 35¢ an hour, the
association thought, was enough to
pay for extra labor to ‘help the
sexton.

In 1938 Mr. Schlaack requested
that he not be re-elected as presi-
dent of the association because of
ill health and Edgar Parks took
the office. In recognition of the
many years of service as president,
the association voted to give the
lot of Frank, Schlaack perpetual
care.

It was during this year that the
association decided to sell the half
lot (enough for two burials) near
the grave of Martha Baldwin,
These had been marked “reserved”
by her on the books many years ago
but no one knew, in 1938, why
Martha Baldwin had them reserved

BECAUSE THE cemetery was
last incorporated in 1915 and the
incorporation had to be renewed
every 30 years according to state

law, board members of the Green-

wood cemetery association began to
think about re-incorporation as the
year 1945 neared.

After much discussion and delib-
eration, it was decided to give the
cemetery to the city. At the im-
portant June 10 meeting in 1945,
all ten members of the board were
present.

Mrs. Blanche Navin moved and
was supported by Miss Mary Sat-
terlee that the president and sec-
retary of the association be vested
with authority to execute all neces-
sary documents for the transfer of
all assets of the association to the
city of Birmingham. It was care
ried unanimously.
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THE LAST OFFICERS of the

Greenwood cemetery association
were Edgar Parks, president; Mrs.

Thomas Navin, vice president; Miss
Mabel Keyser, secretary; Mrs, Har-
ry Barton, treasurer.

Trustees of the association were
Miss Mary Satterlee, Mrs. William
Blumberg, R. A. Palmer, Dr. F. G.
Crawford, Luther Heacock and
Clyde Peabody.

On July 11, 1946 the final step
was taken.

At a special meeting in the Bir-
mingham city commission room,
board members of the association
“offered to convey and assign to
the city of Birmingham the burial
ground owned and operated by
Greenwood cemetery association,
together with all cash' securities,
contracts and other personal prop-
erty” and the city of Birmingham
took over the responsibilities for-
merly held by the association.

Irene Hanley, city clerk, reports
that a few lots are left in Green-
wood cemetery, the price being $80
for single burial space.

Ladies’ Band Had Discordant: Ending

Birmingham could boast of a
Ladies’ Cornet Band in 1902!

In August of that year, the an-
nual Supervisors picnic was to be
held in Birmingham and‘ the La-
dies Cornet Band was “expected
to be present and discourse sweet
music all day long,” so said edi-
tors Whitehead and Mitchell of
The Birmingham Eccentric in an-

.nouncing the picnic plans, “that is,

if the band instruments can be
found in time.”

In The Eccentric issue  a week
prior to the announcement, the fol-

lowmg public notice had been in-
serted and signed by J. F. Rundell,
mayor of the village of Birming-
ham:

“Notice: August 8, 1902 Any-
one having in his possession any
band instrument belonging to the
town will please bring it in at
once and avoid further trouble.
There’s music in.the air and the
instruments are wanted.”
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However, it is extremely doubt-
ful whether the gentle ladies did
“discourse their sweet music all

day long.”
For editors Whitehead and
Mitchell, while reporting on. the

picnic which came off according to
schedule, told about the crowds of
country folk with their pienic
hampers, the baseball game, an
ossified man entertaining the visi-
tors with a “hootchie-ma-kootchie”,
but nary a word did they say
about the Ladies’ Cornet Band.

‘Could it be that those who had
the town’s instruments in .their
possession had not returned them
so the ladies could play?

1856 Mag

azine Artic

From ‘the pages of the Michigan Farmer of 1856, a picture
of Birmingham of that early day is obtained.

“Birmingham,”

the Michigan Farmer article stated,

“has

two churches, several stores and a flouring mill and a saw

mill in the immediate vicinity.

“Farming land around the vil-+4
Jage is rich and fertile and under
a high state of cultivation. Its cit-
izens do not attempt to outdo Pon-
tiac and are too modest to aspire
to a city charter but they certainly
deserve much credit for their en-
terprise and activity in several
branches of the mechanic arts. Like
its namesake in England, much is
done in the manufacture of iron.

“The Novelty Works of Aaron
Smith and Sons are on quite an
extensive scale and at their foun-
dry are manufactured large num-

bers of various kinds of agricul-
tural implements, among which is
the well known Jointer or sub-soil
plow better known as ‘Uncle Aar-
on’s’ or the ‘Michigan Plow.’
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“MR SMITH, the inventor of
this, should be awarded great
praise and his name handed down
to posterity as a benefactor. ,The
firm also manufacture various oth-
er plows, corn planters, cast iron
rollers, stump screws, cider press-
es, apple grinder and corn shellers

e Cited Birmingham's ‘Enterprise’

combined. This is a desirable ar-
ticle.

“Their cross-cut sawing ma-
chines are something worthy of
being brought into general use.
With these saws, 20-30 cords of
wood can be sawed per day with
reasonable powers.

“The Messrs. Jenks are now
erecting a foundry and machine
shop which with the Novelty
Works will be able to manufacture
all the agricultural implements re-
quired by Oakland county and ad-
joining counties. There is at Bir-
mingham the usual variety of ma-
chine shops and the place is grow-
ing and will soon be one of con-
siderable importance.”
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AARON SMITH came to Michi-
gan in 1824 from Westfield, New

York He was preceded by his fa-
ther, Ebenezer Smith, who had pur-
chased the milling property at Au-
burn which is near the city of
Pontiac. Auburn was then called
“Smith’s Mills” and retained that
name for several years.

After his father’s death, Aaron
Smith repaired and improved the
grist and saw mills and added a
mill for carding wool. At this ear-
ly period, there were few mills
and carding machines in the coun-
try and inhabitants from distances
40-50 miles away came with their
wheat and wool to Smith’s Mills.

Smith later sold the milling
property and moved to Birming-
ham, where with his two sons be-
gan the foundry and machine bus-
iness which he continued until his
death in February, 1857,

THE NOVELTY Works of A.
Smith and Sons was located ap-
proximately where the east end of
the present Briggs building is now
situated.

During his 15 years in business
in Birmingham, Smith manufac-
tured not only the Michigan com-
mon plow and the sub-soil plow of
which he was the inventor, but al-
so developed a revolving rake,
grain separator and threshing ma-
chine which was said to be une-
qualled by any then in use.

Mr. Smith’s mechanical ability
and ingenuity became known
througout Michigan, He died of

consumption at the age of 61 and
is buried in. Greenwood -cemetery
here, : R O T
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THIS WHITE

STEAMER WAS GOING TOO

i

"AST

Now owned by C. E. Hulse of Flint (at controls)

There Were Speed Laws
In Those Days, Too!

S. J. Serrell, of Pontiac, was fined $10 for speeding on
Saginaw street (now Woodward avenue)! The speed—eight

miles an hour. The date—1905.

The auto—a White Steam car.

This White Steamer was the first+

car in Birmingham to be ticketed
for speeding and is believed to be
the first auto in Oakland county.

Built in 1900, it was made in
Cleveland, Ohio, by the White Sew-
ing Machine Company and was
purchased by Serrell in 1901. The
auto cost $1,200, according to rec-
ords produced by its present own-
er, Charles Hulse of Flint, an an-
tique auto enthusiast, who bought
the car in 1948 and completely re-
stored it.
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WHEN HULSE purchased the
Steamer, he inherited a history of
it kept by the Serrell family. Rec-
ords show that S. J. Serrell drove
the car to New York five times
between 1901-06. He gave the car

to his son, Harry J., in 1906 who
drove it for three years and then
stored it in a barn until 1928.
The Serrell family steam car
was inherited by grandson Donald
J. Serrell who got it out of the
barn in 1928 and drove it around
the village of Rochester a few
times. It was stored again and neg-
11%c4t§d until Hulse purchased it in

Hulse says the top speed of the
car is between 25-30 miles an hour.
Its tanks hold eight gallons of gas
(stove gas with no lead content)
and 20 gallons of water. It gets
about 10 miles to a gallon of gas
and one mile to a gallon of water.

Ordinarily, Hulse said, it takes
from 5-10 minutes to get up
enough steam to move.
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BIRMINGHAM ECCENTRIC
75th Anniversary Edition

Men Were Cagey—
So They Skirted
The Question

Public opinion polls are nothing
new. ; :
The Birmingham Eccentric in
1912 conducted one on the lead-
ing question of the day: “Is the
tube skirt or ‘banana’ style tight |

dress worn by the women folks to- |
day improper?” o

Because of this style of women’s |
dress, it was said, “terrible agita- }
country.” Ay

The poll was conducted with im- |
mense care and expense, The Fe- |
|centric claimed, and with a great |
lamount of valuable time. ol
‘ Interviews were secured with |
some of Birmingham’s foremost
‘:md best citizens. Their views on
|this subject were presented.
| George H. Mitchell: “I believe
lin tight dresses. My wife can make
| five dresses out of the same amount
|of material that it used to take|
|for one.”
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ED LAMB: -“I am a married
man and my wife wears one. I
refuse to bé interviewed.” .

T. P. Foote: “I am not in favor
of changing the present style of
women’s dresses. . What I am 1In
favor of is putting blinders on
the men who stand around the ci-
gar stores and corners and rubber.”

Postmaster Hanna: “They ain’t
hard to look at.”

John N. Heth: “If wimmen want
to take a chance, we’d better let
them, because they will anyway.”

Capt. J. Allen Bigelow: “I am
positive that they always add con-
siderable to our village beautiful
and besides, a woman can’t throw
straight when she has one of those
dresses on.” :

Village Marshal Ira Reed:
“There ain’t no use trying to
stop the village salomes from
wearing what they like, but By
Heck!, Ill arrest the first woman
that asks me to pick up her poodle
dog and put it in her arms!”

Only One Experience Kneaded

In the effervescent year of 1885, a yeastly little tale ap-+— "

peared in The Birmingham Eccentric that should get a rise

out of today’s readers.

Moses Taber, at the earnest supplication of his patient
wife, purchased of John Hanna, one little yeast cake.

Moses Taber lived In a big,+—

white, square house on Saginaw
(Woodward avenue) approximately
where the A & P store now stands.
Merrill street at that time was not
cut through.

John Hanna was in business with
Alex Parks in the meat market at
the northeast corner of Woodward
and Maple where Thorne and Con-
verse had held forth for so many
years.

Moses paid John Hanna for the
yeast cake and, placing it in his
vest pocket, then and there forgot
about it. Now, so the story goes,
if you ever got a sniff of one of
thosg little insignificant two-cent
cakes of compressed yeast when it
has outlived its usefulness by sev-
er?l days, you can unders’tand this
tale. y
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IF ALL the horrible, abominable
smells you ever smelt were multi-
plied by 13, it was declared, you
would have a faint intimation of
the smell of a compressed yeast
cake in its last stages.

In about four days, the yeast be-
gan to get in its little work and
at dinner, Moses began to eye his
son Willie keenly, while Willie
blushed and whispered, ‘“Taint me,
Dad.”

After dinner, so the story con-
tinues, Mose looked all over the
house, under.the tables, chairs,
rugs, behind thé organ, piano and
bookcase for the source of the aw-
ful “perfume.”

The next day being Sunday, the
vest was changed, and the whole
household congratulated themselves
on being rid of the mind-harrowing
stench. 7 gy

BUT THE NEXT morning the
amell came again in all its strength.
The clock stopped, it was said, just
from the strength of the smell and
Mose burnt rags and feathers all
over his place.

It was of no use. Wherever he
went, there went the smell. His
old and true friend, Alanson Part-
rdige, passed him by without
speaking and with nose high in the
air.

Mothers grabbed their babes and
fled for the woods when Taber was
seen coming. Stores closed, the
story goes, and everybody mourned
Moses as dead, some even being
wicked enough to say that all he
needed was pushing over.

LIFE AT THE Taber household
became a burden to Murilla, the
housemaid, the two Taber children,
Willie and Mamie ,and to Mrs. Ta-
ber. The thought of suicide flashed
athwart the heated brain of the
long-tried Moses.

Days dragged by and all the time
that little wicked frothy working
yeast cake was getting in its work
and growing stronger and stronger
every day.

In sheer desperation, it is said,
Moses started on foot for one last
look at his beautiful estate, called
Fountain Farm, after bidding fare-
well to his family and friends by
telephone. They would not come
near enough to bid him farewell by
word of mouth.
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AS HE ARRIVED at the rail-
road the accursed smell seemed
stronger and stronger and Mose
thought that soon it would be all
over. After his departure his
friends could visit the family once
more, he thought, and neighbors
could come to call. Suddenly he

remembered the dollar he owed The
Eccentric for the year’s subserip-
tion.

Running his hand into his vest
pocket to get a lead pencil to noti-
fy his executor to pay for his pa-
per, he was horrified to feel his
fingers go down into a mushy mass
|for about four inches.

Hastily pulling it back, the
aroma that followed his finger
knocked him flat, so the story goes,
but not before it all occurred to
him how and why for a week he
had smelt so.
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HE THEN SANK into uncon-
sciousness—and was found in that
state two hours later, but no-one
dared to approach him for fear of
Asiatie cholera or something worse.

When Moses did come to, he
grabbed a spade and dug a hole in
the ground, ten feet deep and
planted that frothy yeast cake,
vest and all, deep down into the
earth.

After a satisfactory explanation
of the cause of the trouble, he was
welcomed home to the bosom of
his family. Joy and happiness
reigned supreme in the Taber house-
and Mose acted natural once more.

But Mrs. Taber, from thence-
forth on, purchased the insignifi-
cant little two cent yeast cakes.

TWO UNIDENTIFIED village employees stand inside the
door of Birmingham’s first waterworks. It was located on
the south side of W. Maple, opposite the end of Baldwin street
in the Rouge valley. The white house next door was the
residence of the engineer-operator of the water works. A
steam boiler supplied the power for the pump. The build-
ing was torn down shortly after the village in 1922 put in
its first electrically-driven pump at the Baldwin well, just
across the street from the steam plant.

tion was going on throughout the ||
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ers

Soft, smooth, solid leather . .
vond comparison . .
Hamley solid leather belts are
bench-made from the world’s choicest leath-
If it’s a Hamley, it’s the best! Choose
om a wide variety of leathers and styles.

PECK’

for men who
like good
leather ...

" Soled Leatter
BELT - -

. durable be-
. that’s the kind of belt

MEN’'S WEAR
108 S. Woodward

CHEESE OF
ALL VARIETIES
AND MANY OTHER
SPECIALTY FOODS

BEER AND WINE

YOUR
| CHEESE |
'HEADQUARTERS

* We'd like to remind you that
Cheese is a favorite with
everyone . . . cuts meal costs

. . is packed with health
giving nutrients. Treat the
family often from our huge
stock of many varieties of
fine cheeses.

YOUR FAVORITE BRANDS

ICE COLD
TO TAKE OUT

WISCONSIN

4407 Woodward Ave.
Beverly Hills

CHEESE MART

PH. LINCOLN 2-1766

Best Wishes to

The Eccentric
- -ON ITS

75th ANNIVERSARY
FROM THE
BIRMINGHAM RECREATION

HUNTER BLVD. NEAR MAPLE

SOON—

A NEW BOWLING ALLEY
IN BIRMINGHAM

TO BE LOCATED ON WEBSTER,
BETWEEN HUNTER BOULEVARD
AND ADAMS ROAD

ROD SMITH

Proprietor
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CONGRATULATIONS...

The folks at A&P "are happy to extend “Happy Birthday” wishes to
the staff of the Birmingham Eccentric as the paper enters into its
76th year of uninterrupted publication. |

Quite a record to be proud of . .. three-quarters of a century of out- ‘
standing social, civic and economic contributions to a fast-growing ﬁ
TS i XC community . . . 75 years of meeting deadlines . . . of disseminating |
R gk : - : A

g Bt ) £ knowledge and reporting local and world news in the best journal-
N (o T : . istic tradition.

So, Happy Birthday to all the folks at the Eccentric from

and the entire staff of your
Birmingham A&P Super Market
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THE GREAT ATLANTIC & PACIFIC TEA COMPANY
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‘| Remember—

Says Minnie Hunt Saltzer, an old time resident of Birming-
ham now living in Pontiac, “The distribution of milk in
Birmingham in the 1880’s. Of course, many of the residents
at that time owned cows and had neighbors who dropped in
after milking time, bringing pails for their next day’s supply,
but to most of the townspeople, the milk man made a regu-

lar call.

“Calvin Ellenwood, Sr., was one
of Birmingham’s first milk men.
He had an open buggy and carried
two milk cans. He carried a pint
measure with a long handle with
which he stirred and measured the
milk. When the housewife heard
his bell, she would come out with
her milk pail* or basin and he
would measure up the desired
quantity.

“Some of the customers who took
a regular supply of milk each day
had wires fastened to trees, from
which their milk pails were sus-
pended. There were no such ar-
ticles as standard milk bottles in
those days.
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“A QUART fruits jar was the
nearest, thing to that sort of con-
tainer. Old-fashioned “two quart”
cans with sloping sides also were
used, but they lacked nearly a
glassful of holding a full two
quarts.

“Other early day milk men were
William Hunt and David Rainey.
They both followed the same meth-
od" of distribution used by Mr.
Ellenwood.

“It was to John Heth that Bir-
mingham is indebted for the first
aerated milk sold here.

“Mr. Heth sold his milk in bot-
tles and was assisted in the deliv-
ery by his sons and daughter. His
wagon, drawn by one horse, was
the first up-to-date milk wagon in
town. He took great pride in the
sanitary method by which the milk
was aerated and bottled.”
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“] REMEMBER Old - Andrew
Wallace who lived on the north-
west corner of West Maple and
Chester streets., He owned a cow
and in the spring and summer he
pastured his cow on property he
owned at the corner of Lincoln and
Bates street.

“Always carrying a staff, he
would come down Bates street each
morning on his way to take his
cow to pasture. In the evening,
he would be seen coming back
again to get the animal.

“In the early days, there was a
pound. on Willets street. It was
owned and operated by William
Reynolds. If a cow strayed away
from its regular pasture or broke
loose from the place where it was
staked along the roadside, it was
put into the pound, which was a
yard surrounded by a high tight
fence. The owner was required to
pay 50 cents or $1 for the cow’s
release.
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“THE CHILDREN of those days
thought it a dire misfortune if
their fathers’ cows were shut in
the pound, for at 5 cents a quart,
it took several milkings to pay the
fine.”

“I Remember that the first house
east of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Allen’s
home on West Maple, was for many
years, the home of Mr. and Mrs.
Edwin Baldwin and their only
child Martha.

“Martha was known to everyone
as “Mattie”. She was a woman of
brilliant mind and had a wonderful
vision of the future importance
and possibilities of Birmingham.
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“SHE HAD many friends and
few enemies. If she believed a
certain thing should not be done,
she had the courage to stand by
her convictions and fight against it.
If, on the other hand, she believed
.that certain things should be
done, she almost would move heav-
en and earth in the fulfillment of
her purpose.

“In her daily round of duties,
Mattie often drove a horse hitched
to a one-seated surrey. The edge
of the surrey’s top was surrounded
with a light colored fringe.

“There was a space behind the
seat where she carried garden tools
or whatever implements she need-
ed for the furtherance of her pet
projects in the town or at the
cemetery,
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“MATTIE WAS a woman of
short stature and rather stout. I
can still see her coming down Ma-
ple avenue. It is summer time and
she is wearing a dark skirt and a
pongee jacket, with three-quarter
Jength sleeves trimmed with lace
and she is wearing a wide brimmed
hat. Her glasses are fastened to
a black ribbon worn around her
neck.

“When Mattie was directing re-
hearsals for a play or other enter-
tainment, she would hold her
-manuscript ‘in* her ‘left hand and

4

with her right hand keep her glass-
es to her eyes while she looked to
see what came next. _

“If the young folks were noisy,
she would clap her hands sharply
and quiet would reign again. She
knew how to manage us.
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“IF FUNDS were to be raised
for the Village Improvement, Li-
brary or Cemetery Association, ev-
ery one with talent came under the
direction of Miss Mattie Baldwin.
Plays, minstrel shows and concerts
always drew a full house.

“I remember one play given by
the Improvement, Society, at the
conclusion of which the members
of the cast stood in a half circle
at the front of the stage and Miss
Baldwin asked each of them to
name his or her favorite tree.

“When the trees in what is now
Baldwin Park were planted, she
caused to be placed in a semi-¢ir-
cle all the trees named, and in the
order in which the players had
stood on the stage.

“They were planted from east to
west along the south side of Maple
avenue. Miss Baldwin herself told
me this incident and pointed out
the trees to me.

Down to Only One Bank

Of outstanding importance in
Birmingham’s business and finan-
cial circles in the year 1931 was
the closing of the First State Sav-
ings Bank in June and the pur-
chase of the Birmingham Savings
Bank by the First National Bank
of Birmingham in December of
that year. The village of Birming-
ham, then, was left with but one
banking institution.

743 in 1880

Census taker Blair reported in
June 1880 that there were 743 peo-
ple in Birmingham.

Congratulations
on your
75th Anniversary

SANITEX
WIPER

CORP.

1330 W. Lafayette
Detroit 26
Woodward 2-9560

All Grades Of
W‘iping Cloths
Polishing Cloths
Mill Ends

Shop Towel
Service

Rewash Service

Cotton & Burlap
Shipping Bags
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75th Anniversary Edition

May, 1953 Page

THE WHITE BUILDING in the center of the.picture, the National Hotel on the south-

east-®orner of Woodward and Hamilton used to be a gathering point for local residents.
People in the area who came into Birmingham for annual community and civic celebrations
and events used to wind up the day with a dance or party at the National Hotel. Hamilton
avenue (then called Middle street) enters Wordward just to the left of the lamp post. The’
Birmingham National Bank is on that site today.

Creamy, delicious ice eream . . . in a choice of tempting flavors
. . surely the nicest climax to the best party and a wonderful
nutritious dessert treat on party-less days. MINTS ICE CREAM
is the favorite of Birmingham connoisseurs and of the entire area.
Served in most clubs and the best restaurants as well as in many
of the community’s fine homes. Serve it with prids in your home.

e ¢ ¢ NO FINER PLACE TO EAT THAN

MINTS ICE CREAM COMPANY

1360 South Woodward MIdwest 4-4710




A Salute to the BRMINGHAM AREA on
the 75th ANNIVERSARY of THE ECCENTRIC

After more than 20 years of successfully conducting our real estate and insurance
business in Detroit, we are happy to have picked this community for our new home. As
we near the completion of our third year of operation in this area, we wish to express
our appreciation. We're proud to be associated with the many fine families and firms

who are our neighbors and whom we serve.

Allen A. Strom

ARpAcTive
MemnERS ox, /)

FIRE-AUTO
LIABIITY |
ROLIO-GLASS

MutuAL AuTo INS.C2
HOWELL, MICH.

The STROM Co.

4702 WOODWARD AVENUE, ONE BLOCK SOUTH OF THE FOURTEEN MILE ROAD

Lincoln 4-1111

Realtors —

Call us to list your property, to buy a new
or used home, to have your new home built.

»

Insurors —

L N T Complete Insurance Service :
JAMES J. FARDELL Fire — Auto — Llablhty — Boats JOHN STROM

¥

»

Custom Home Building

If you plan to have your new home built
to meet your needs, we offer our services.

CONSULT WITH US
Without Obligation

ANGUS W. McLAY : : ETHEL L. KUHLMAN




Scout Troop B-1
Is 37 Years Old

Celebrating its 37th anniversary this year, Troop B-1
takes its place as the original organized Boy Scout group
in Birmingham.

Although 1913 issues of The Eccentric carried items re-
garding scouting in Birmingham and the organization of a
troop here, no troop records are available concerning such
activities. Thus it stands that Troop B-1, organized in 1916,

is the oldest active unit in the city.

Now under the leadership of+ i
Scoutmaster Robert Doyle, this In other fields honors have been
troop carries on its rolls the names bestowed upon them. Several

of several who are active and well
known businessmen in the com-
munity today.

Among the “boys” who were en-
rolled in its early years were Rus-
sell Mc¢Bride who worked his way
through the ranks from tenderfoot
scout to assistant scoutmaster and
had the honor of being the first to

attain the coveted KEagle *Scout
award. ‘

i 7 Y
OTHERS LISTED , are well
known sportsman and speaker,
Mort Neff, Victor Peck, Foster
Toothacker, Roy Olsen, Stuart

Cobb, Ward Baley, Clyde Peabody,
Art Hartwell, Leroy Weir, Mark
Smith, John Gafill, Fred Fisher,
Ed Coryell, Erving Greene and
Manley Bailey.

Troop B-1, already organized
and growing, helped World War I
efforts by distributing Liberty
Bond literature. It carried on the
tradition in World War II with
numerous wastepaper and scrap
metal drives.

From this troop, scouting has
grown rapidly in Birmingham until
today there are five additional
troops, 10 Cub Packs, Explorer
Troops and Sea Scouts, involving
more than 1,000 Scouts and adult
leaders and supervisors.
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TROOP B-4 is the second oldest
in the city, having been organized
in 1925. During that time only six
scoutmasters have headed the or-
ganization.

This troop has been one of the
most progressive in obtaining its
own equipment. Members have
built and outfitted a trailer used to
haul equipment for campouts and
kept - available to serve the com-
munity in any way possible should
disaster strike.

The Explorers of B-1 have three
canoes and have covered most of
the “white water” rivers of the
lower peninsula. They also have
pup tents enough to house more
than 50 campers on a trip.

Troop B-4 is currently headed
by Scoutmaster Stanley R. Matt-
son. Other troops and leaders are
B-5, Philip T. Austin; B-7, E. B.
Palmiter, B-11,
and B-17, Donald J. Walter.

7 4 7

CUB PACKS and their leaders
are B-2, Tom Ward; B-3, Donald
S. Hutton; B-6, F. P. Warrick, B-7,

E. W. Jacobson; B-8, Donald J.|

Parry, B-9, R. E. Mahr; B-11, Caleb
P. Moore; B-16, Robert Rhein;
B-18, Irving Warnick and B-19, W.
L. Yeager.

Birmingham scouts, until the for-
mation of Kirk-in-the-Hills Pres-
byterian church on the Col. Edwin
S. George estate in Bloomfield
Hills, maintained their campsite
there.

“Camp George” became one of
the best loved and best known
phrases in local scouting circles and
year after year the troops enjoyed
its facilities.
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BIRMINGHAM’S scouts have
not confined themselves only to
camping trips and “learning to tie
knots”. They have made them-
selves available on several city
projects and each year are called
on as “emergency police”, helping
keep the line of march clear for
the annual Halloween parade.

They also have prepared them-
selves to work as emergency crews
in life saving, rescue and other
means should disaster strike their
community.

They have worked as plane spot-
ters for the Ground Observers
Corps and have aided in the non-
partison distribution of election in-
formation materials and literature
for civic groups.

b4 4 v

THE EMERGENCY Service Ex-
plorers organized a team of 35
which took instructions in fire and
police work, personal and public
health and general first aid. These
boys—all 14 or older and all First
Class Scouts—were entrusted with
the job of passing on their special
training to some 200 others in the
various troops.

Through the years members of
the Birmingham troops have earned
a higher than average share of
Eagle rankings, about 75 receiving
this honor since 1940.

Robert Q. Bedor |

troops have won awards in inter-
troop competition ranging from
camping to first aid and other pub-
lic services. Individuals have been
granted the coveted God and Coun-
try award for service to their
churches. R G

THE SMALLER brothers of the
scouts, the cubs, are a lusty lot,
outgrowing dens and packs almost
as fast as they are organized. A

| common cry throughout the schools

which sponsor these groups is a
plea for additional den mothers.

These women, like the fathers
of boy scouts, devote long hours to
weekly sessions. Handcrafts, basic
principles of scouting, trips and
tours are a regular part of their
programs.

Entertainments are staged for
individual dens and for pack meet-
ings, the youngsters providing a
great deal of their own props and
costumes as a part of their regular
work sessions.
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ANOTHER VIEW of the old DUR carbarn which once stood at the southwest corner

of Harmon and Woodward avenues. It was torn down in the early 1930’s and now the

area is a city park.

Placed in Cornerstone

When the Frank Ford home on
Woodward avenue was. being built
in 1878, a copy of The Birmingham
Eccentric (Sept. 27 issue), the Pon-
tiac Bill Poster, The Free Press
and the Pontiac Gazette, along
with a written paper, were depos-
ited in. the cornerstone of the
house. The Ford home of that day
now is the Masonic Temple.

WAS JOHN HUNTER'S HOME ORIGINALLY

Lot PP

Rear portion is an addition after it was moved

City

’s First Frame

House Still in Use

This home, now located at 264 W. Brown and owned: by
Mrs. Kirby B. White, originally was the home of John West
Hunter, Birmingham’s first settler. ‘

It was built in 1822 by George Taylor, a carpenter, the first |
of his trade in the township. The house was the first frame

house built in Birmingham, +——— :

It stood on a rise of ground on house, set well back from the road, |

the west side of the Saginaw trail |
led to a

(where 160 S. Woodward is now)
on John Hunter’s land.

Mary Ann Beardslee, a teacher
in the early days of Birmingham,
boarded and roomed with the
Hunter family. Her room was on
the second floor at the front of the
house. She would lean from her
window to watch for her sweet-
heart, Marcus Culver, (later her
husband) coming along the road
from Detroit after a long and te-
dious trip.

Marcus Culver, a fanning mill
operator, made many business trips
to Detroit by way of the early
Saginaw-Detroit road. When Mary
Ann would see him come into view
on his return trip, she would run
down the trail to meet him.
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ABOUT 1870, the house became
the property of Ira Toms. THe

had a gravel walk in the rear which
lovely garden. Large
shade trees framed the house.

Alex Parks came into possession
of the property and sold the house
to Henry Randall who had it moved
to its present site on West Brown
street in 1893.

The front of the house is orig-
inal, but the side door and the rear
are later additions.

The house contains the original
hand ‘hewn beams of black walnut
and oak a foot thick. The old doors
of the house all are of solid walnut,
paneled in such a way that a cer-
tain cross is formed which, in the
days of superstition, was reputed
to keep out witches.

The inner wall construction of
the house is almost of solid wood.
Two-inch thick uprights, standing
side by side, are enclosed within
the walls of the original building.

- b g

Landscape Design
and Construction
321 Wabeek Bldg.

Birmingham, Michigan

KLEIN

Midwest ‘4-1014"

Congratulations

to The Birmingham Eccentric

its 75th Birthday

W ABEEK PHARMACY

MARK BEARSS
In the Wabeek Building MI 4-6333 Birmingham, Mich.

MUDGE ELECTRIC CO.

General Repairs
House Wiring

Fixtures

Call MIdwest
4-0048

- ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS

361 N. Woodward Birmingham

]
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Congratulations to the Birmingham

Three quarters of a century of progress and

Agents
Standard
four of t

ike B.L. (Brad) Springer of the Stan

dealers are proud to have shared

nose seventy-five years.

From a humble beginning, when deliveries we

~ Mica Axle Grease was used for wagons and

curb-side pumps and motor oil was poured fr

Now Standard Qil serves the Birmingham-Bl
‘and motorists at these modern, sparkling servi

Atchinson Standard Service
SOUTHFIELD AND MAPLE

Tom Kaiser's Service

WOODWARD AT FOURTEEN MILE RD. STAN D

I

Ladd’s Service

Hart Ladd and John L. Thurber
NO. WOODWARD AT HAMILTON

Bill Monahan’s Service
SOUTHFIELD AT FOURTEEN MILE RD.

B.L. (Brad) Springer — Stanc

.
e
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the years

1 Eccentric on its 75th Anniversary

| service is an enviable record.

-

indard Oil Company and Birmingham area
| in the progress of this community for sixty- ;

vere made by horse-drawn tank wagons, our
i kerosene for lamps, gasoline was sold from
from fifty-gallon drums.

Bloomfield area from streamlined tank trucks
vice stations.
Murphy’s Service

Frank Isadore, Prop.
NO. WOODWARD AT HARMON

A

Sam Reeve’s Service

DARD TELEGRAPH AT MAPLE RD.

ﬂ‘” ' Swartz Service
C. J. “Doc¢” Swartz
NO. WOODWARD AT QUARTON RD.

Triangle Service
John Batty and. Gene Wilkins
SO. WOODWARD AT ADAMS RD.

idard Oil Co. Local Agent.
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- CONGRATULATIONS to the BIRMINGHAM ECCENTRWC
ON 115 75th  ANNIVERSARY 1878-1953

FROM . ¢

" WALSH, JAMES & WASEY (CO.,
REALTORS , '

NOW CELEBRATING THEIR 35th ANNIVERSARY, 1918-1953

€

A picture taken in 1923 at the cor-
ner of Puritan Road and West Maple,
the former Quarton farm house and
windmill and the first building in
QUARTON LAKE ESTATES.

A view taken in 1953 from the same
corner sho&ving the remodeled farm
house and the solidly built street of
QUARTON LAKE ESTATES after
being developed by Walsh, James &
Wasey Co.

Other properties developed and sold by
Walsh, James & Wasey Co.’

Birmingham Forest Hills Chesterfield Brookside Hills Estates
Birm. Forest Hills, Add. No. 1 Daleview : Brookside Hills Est. Add.
Birmingham Estates Oak Knob Farms Franklin River Estates
Birmingham Est., Add. No. 1 & 2 Donnelly Farms Lone Pine-Franklin Rd. Est.
East Maple Gardens Lone Pine Road Estates Quarton-Franklin Road Est.
Golf View Heights Lone Pine Rd. Est., Add. Turtle Lake Farms . ;
Coryell Park Shadow Acres ‘ Bloomfield Community
Birmingham Park Cranbrook-Quarton Rd. Est. Bloomfield Ridge
Tooting Lane Taliaferro Estates ok Brookwood
Donald D. James, President - Personnel :
W. Whiting Raymond, Hentry J. Goggel, John F. Bowman Florence Pointer
Secretary Director S Robert Craig Naomi Usher
‘ Margaret Ellwood David Young
Lewis Jarrendt Eleanor Zider




‘I Remember--

7

Mrs. Fred V. Quarton, 1158 W. Maple recalls:

“My grandfather, George Blakeslee, who with Tom Hanna,
ran the general store facing Woodward on the northwest cor-

ner of Woodward and Maple.

“This store was the only place in town where we children
could get pennny candy—Ilong licorice sticks or small candies
measured out by a little cup. The penny candy showcase was

at the front of the store.

“The store was quite a place for+

the older men in town to congre-
gate. They sat around an iron
stove in the back of the store with
a spittoon nearby. They would talk
over politics and happenings in the
village and would play checkers or
dominoes or card games like euchre.
They played from morning till
night by the old stove.

“George Blakeslee was really an
architect. He planned the Method-
ist church at the southwest corner
of Henrietta and Maple, the old
schoolhouse that stood on the north
side of West Maple where South-
field road comes in, the Hill school
and the old water works by the
bridge.

“George was the son of Seriba
Blakeslee, who came here from
New York state in 1831 and bought
80 acres of land from the govern-
ment.

v - § ¥

“I HAVE HEARD my family
speak of my great-grandfather,
Scriba. They said they thought he
had some Indian blood in him be-
cause his hair was black and
straight and he was of dark com-

* plexion. He rode a beautiful stal-
wart black horse and sat up so
straight that he made a perfect fig-
ure on the horse. He was one of
the charter members of the Masons
in Birmingham.

“My father, Frank Blakeslee,
worked for a while for Mr. L. B.
Peabody. He and Volney Nixon
went in business together about
1884 and then my grandfather (on
my mother’s side), Frank Durkee,
thought my father should have a
store of his own so built for my
father the brick building which is
now the Smith and Erwin market.

v 7 v

“FRANK BLAKESLEE was a
member of the school board for
many years. He also served on the
library board and the cemetery as-
sociation board and was a Mason
in Birmingham.

“My grandfather, Frank Durkee,
‘was a son of William Durkee who
came to Oakland county from Cay-
uga county, New York in 1823.
Frank Durkee planted those tall
pine trees for a wind break on his
farm out West Maple road near
Telegraph.

“I remember how we children sat
on the wooden rail fence and
watched for the first electric car to
come down the track. The cars did
not go all the way to Detroit then,
only to Palmer Park where there
was a turn around.
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“PEOPLE WOULD pack a lunch,
eat it on the way down and then
ride back. They made an excursion
out of it. The cars were very popu-
lar and would be loaded with people
by the time they came to Birming-
ham from Pontiac.”

“I remember Billy Manser, the
cobbler, who lived across the street
from us on West Maple. He had
so many whiskers and I was fright-
ened of him. But my father would
make me go to him to get my shoes
fixed .anyway.

“Billy Manser sang in the Meth-
odist church choir for years. He
liked to sing. He sang in the choir
for so long they couldn’t get him
out.

“I remember the house that stood
on the southwest corner of West
Maple and Bates which became the
first community house. The Drakes
lived there first that I can remem-
ber and then Frank Randall with
his mother, Mrs. Esther Randall.

v v ) &

“FRANK WAS a salesman for
a company in Detroit, and Horace,
Lucius and McAllister Randall were
his brothers.

“When the Drakes lived there,
there was a plank board walk on
the Bates side of the house. Two
of the boards were loose and my
brother Roy was having a fine time
jumping up and down on them like
a springboard. The Drakes didn’t
like it and reported him to my
father and Roy caught it later
from him.

“I remember when ' the
slaughter house which was about
a quarter mile south of W. Maple
road near the bridge, would give
away livers, hearts and tongues to
anyone who would ask for t},lem.
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“PEOPLE NEVER bought those
things then, I suppose they would
have given away kidneys, too, if
.anybody wanted them, but I don’t

Park’s |

think any one ever cooked them in
those days.

“I remember the molasses candy
that Mrs. Ed Lamb made and which
she was known for. Ours always
got sticky, but Mrs. Lamb’s was
always brittle and she pulled it
real thin,

“She and Mr. Lamb, who was a
harness maker, always took off for
Detroit on a Saturday with five
dollars to spend.

“They would go to see a show
and have dinner and have a good
time. People would ask her how
she could afford it and she’d tell
them that there always was the
poor house to go to when they
didn’t have anything.

il v

“THE LAMBS lived up over their
store on Woodward avenue, but in
later years lived on Willits street.

“All the stores on Woodward
were set way back from the street
and it was a very wide street.
When Daines and Bell built their
store on Woodward avenue about
where the dime store is now, they
set it forward.

“When the other store buildings
in that block were rebuilt, they all
followed suit. That narrowed the
street.

“I remember Mrs. Noble who
lived on the north side of West
Maple, the next house west of us.
Mrs. Noble was a daughter of
R. T. Merrill, who did so much for
early Birmingham.
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SHE MARRIED a man named
Brown and lived in Battle Creek
for some time, but after the death
of her husband, she married Mr.
Noble and came back to Birming-
ham to live,

“I remember John Baldwin, the
blacksmith, who smoked all the
time. When the doctor told him
he had to stop smoking, Mr. Bald-
win carried raisins in his pocket

THE

BARGAIN
BOX

°

465 South Woodward

The Junior League
of Birmingham, Michigan,

»”

Inc.
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and was always chewing them.

“I remember the horse races the
men would have on West Maple
avenue on Saturday. The race
would start at the square (Maple
and Woodward intersection) and
the men in their two wheeled rac-
ing carts would go past our place.
g‘h:ay could go and the dust would

y!
“I remember when my husband,
Fred Quarton, bought the shetland
pony farm from the Watkins fam-
ily. We let Dr. C. M. Raynale pas-
ture his horses on this land and he
never sent us a bill when he took
care of our children.

4 7 7
“WHEN WE WOULD ask him
about it, he would say, ‘I don’t
know whether I owe you or you owe

The buyer who buys on price
alone does not exercise good
judgment. Let us save you
money with dependable in
surance—the kind that gives

yvou the protection you need.

LAWRENCE McKAY, JR.-- INSURANCE

264 BRIGGS BLDG. BIRMINGHAM

me.” He got his potatoes from ‘us,
too.

“My husband’s family, the Quar-
tons came from England and were
hard-working people. Fred Quarton
held many civic positions in Bir-
mingham. He was on the school

commission, on the cemetery asso-
ciation board and served for two
years as village assessor.”

Only 4 Families
In B’lum in 1821

Captain Hervey Parke, who vis-
ited this area in 1821, wrote in his
“Recollections”: “Reaching what is
now the village of Birmingham,
we found four families: Elisha
Hunter, his son, John W. Hunter,
John Hamilton and Elijah Willets
—the latter an innkeeper.

“Three-fourths of a mile this
side of Hunter’s lived Dr. Ziba/

Swan and his son-in-law, Sidney
Dole, who was justice of the peace,
register of deeds and county clerk.

“The next house was that of
Deacon Elijah Fish and on the hill ‘
just south of where now is Bloom-
field Center, resided Amasa Bag-
ley and his son-in-law, William
Morris, the latter being sheriff of
the county.”

board for 9 years, on the village 5
)

.

17 YEARS

of Relaxing Entertainment
and Fine Food

We take this occasion to express our thanks to
old and new residents alike for their patronage
and to all others extend the invitation to drop
in when a good meal or a relaxing game is
desired.

John G. Kirnich

Birmingham Billiards
and '

All Steak Hamburger
160 S. Woodward

from Birmingham's

EXCLUSIVE
BUILDERS
HARDWARE

DEALERS

]

165 Pierce St.

Architect Approved Hardware

by RUSSWIN
CONTRACTOR APPROVED SERVICE
RUSSELL A. MCBBIDE

Architectural Hardware Consultant, with thirty years
experience will gladly give his personal attention to
your hardware requirements. Complete estimates and
personal supervision of all jobs. ;

RUSSELL HARDWARE (0.

“THE BUILDERS’ HARDWARE STORE”

Congratulations to The Eccentric
e ON ITS 75th ANNIVERSARY

Birmingham, Mich.

Midwest 4-0100

-
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Over 25 Years
Licensed

Real Estate Broker

NECHT

REALTOR

specializing in sales of
‘HOMES  *FARMS
‘LOTS *ACREAGE )

(Also Rentals and Leases)

In Birmingham-Bloomfield Area

President of James L. Hurley Corporation

Real Estate Investments Land Contracts

Equities

Property Management Mortgages Insurance

Member of
Birmingham Real Estate board
Detroit Real Estate Board .
Michigan Real Estate Association
National Association of Real Estate Boards

1692 South Woodward, Birmingham MI 4-4600

"Ruhls

Detroit’s oldest bakery name penetrates
one of Michigan’s outstanding communi-
ties with the finest'in bakery products and

fountain service.

lce Cream by McDonald

Turtles by DeMets

Fine Candies LR
by \
Hagles

—

Candies
by
Mrs. Stevens
of
Chicago

7300 W. 7 Mile Road (near Livernois)
195 W. Maple, Birmingham

i ey £

When you buy a

TIMKEN

Silent Aulomalic

OIL BURNER

You get
e FHA terms

e Guaranteed
- savings

¢ Guaranteed
fuel oil supply

TIMKEN |

Selent Avelomalic §
OIL HEAT
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COSTUMED YOUNGSTERS PARAIfE PAST JUDGES

Thousands take part in annual civic program

Halloween Celebration
Important City Event

Every fall several thousand Birmingham bdys and girls

celebrate Halloween as guests
itself and area clubs.

of local businessmen, the city

Started nearly 20 years ago (the first recorded date was
1935), this affair is constant evidence of the growth and ex-
pansion of the community. It’s evidence, too, that in this
growth, the city has not lost track of its youngsters nor the
fact that they like to have fun.

Originally, the idea grew out of+
the concern which businessmen and
city officials felt about the increas-
ing property damages that seemed
to be a part of Halloween.

Veteran police officers recall the
crowds of young boys who were
picked up every year and brought
to headquarters to be claimed by
irate parents. “Halloween” was be-
coming a dread word here.

While everyone complained about
conditions, it was left to a small
group of businessmen to do some-
thing about it.
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HEADED BY S. 0. Wylie Bell
of the Bell funeral home; Joseph
Stroup of Stroup’s market and
Charles J. Shain of Shain’s drug-
store, a few meetings were sched-
uled for interested parties and the
idea of the Halloween parade was
born.

Then, as now, the idea was to
give the kids a good time and keep
them so busy they couldn’t get into
trouble.

The instigators of this first event
therefore scheduled a parade, with
everyone wearing costumes. Prizes
would be offered to pep up the
competitive spirit of the young-
sters. >

The idea of refreshments and
entertainment were naturals to
keep the kids occupied until bed-
time and cut the mischief hazard
to a minimum.
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THAT FIRST affair was most
successful and the idea immediate-
ly became “a part of Birmingham?”.

Each succeeding year has seen
the program grow, although today’s
parties are basically the same.

Early parties saw a couple of
hundred boys and girls marching
with only a few parents to watch.
Today several thousand entrants
parade past thousands of watchers.

Actually, the affair has outgrown
the barbecued steer which made up
the welcome snack for hungry
young marchers. No longer is the
traditional beef sandwich a part
of the scene, having given way to
the ever-popular hotdog.
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TO COPE with the growing
crowd, today’s party consists of
movies for the real little ones,
games and a dance for the middle-
sized folks and a dance at the high
school for the older students.

Recent committees have been
composed of representatives from
every club and service organization
in the city.

The Birmingham board of edu-
cation, churches, student council,
boy and girl scouts have their roles
to play, too. Compared with the
details of those earlier parties, the
modern celebration . looks like a
major Hollywood production!

Has it worked?

Well, in 1952 the Birmingham

police received less than a dozen
calls at Halloween—mainly com-
plaints- about noise.

Throng Turned Out
To Welcome Two

Carloads of Coal

The winter of 1901-02 was Bir-
mingham’s year of .the “Long
Cold”, for cold weather started
early that year and continued for
about three months.

The zero weather and the coal
question was the absorbing local
topic for many weeks, for the
shortage of coal made matters very
much worse.

The day after Christmas 1902,
Ed Smith and company, local coal
dealers down by the railroad depot,
received two car loads of real coal
—anthracite. People were so ex-
cited that they thronged the streets.
The Birmingham Eccentric at the
time stated that the excited popu-
lace outdid the Davis picnic the
fall before.
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BY THE MIDDLE of January,
the situation was much worse. The
weather was down to zero and some
folks, including the editor of The
Eccentric, had used up his last
shovel full of coal.

Smith and company reported that
they had received all the coal they
were able to get and didn’t expect
any more anthracite before the
next July. In the opinion of the
editor of The Eccentric, Smith and
Company had treated the public
fine as they had kept their coal
prices as low as any dealer in the
United States and had divided their
supply fairly to all,

The janitor at Hill school, Ed
Lamb, who was called - “Foxey
Grandpa”, wase at his wit’s end to
get up enough steam -in the old

school boiler to warm the school |§

building.
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HE FINALLY had to give it up
and the school children were al-
lowed to go home with “blue noses
and cold toeses.”

Soon a movement was started by
Birmingham
“booming big boiler with a big B”
for Hill school.

boiler but it took the parents and
the “Long Cold” to get it.

It Was No Nutty Gift

The Eccentrics (the club, not the ||

newspaper) surprised-their newest
papa, Will C. Jenks, with.a new
walnut cradle in 1884.

EVERY MINUTE OF EVERY DAY...

“Ethyl” antiknock compound helps millions of gasoline engines

do more work, and do it more economically

The power that America gets from its millions of gaso-
line engines is more important than ever. Today 70% of
passenger-car mileage is essential. 75% of the nation’s
freight—much of it defense material—is moved by truck.
Buses carry 25,000,000 passengers daily. And, of course,
it is gasoline that keeps our air transport flying and most
of our military equipment rolling.

These engines are able to do more work and do it more
efficiently, because of the availability of today’s high-
quality gasolines. These greatly improved fuels are made
possible by the many refining advancements in the petro-
leum industry and through the addition of antiknock
compounds. Today, billions of gallons of gasoline annually
are improved with “Ethyl” antiknock compound.

Higher octane gasoline makes possible higher compres-
sion engines—which perform better and develop more
work from every gallon of fuel. Without high octane gas-
oline these engines would knock or “*ping”—lose power,
overheat, and run up repair bills.

So, you see, there isn’t a moment of the day when
“Ethyl” antiknock compound isn’t doing a job some-
where. A product you never see is tremendously impor-
tant, both in our daily lives and in helping to meet the

demands of our armed forces.
ETHYL CORPORATION

Research Laboratories

1600 W.Eight Mile-Road, Ferndale, Detroit 20, Mich.

parents to buy a|j

That is how Hill ||
school got the badly needed new ||

Congratulations from

Birmingham’s

only exclusive

Furrier

We, too, are old timers in
our profession . .. the fur

‘business, and we take pride

in our long service here.

We're happy to be a part of
this fine community and to

take part in this 75th Anni-

versary.

ON' WOODWARD

1923

Phone
MI 4-3930

®

AVENUE
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From our warehouses flow tractors and farm equipment to serve Michigan

agriculture—snow removal and material handling equipment used by the

% W,z..,,v.v:-ﬂ%

state, counties, municipalitiesﬁ;ﬁfhd the many industries of Michigan.

- QOur staff of fifty serve alrostne hundred Michigan Ford Tractor and Dear-

born Farm Equipment dedlers in nearly every phase of their business.

@)

—Business Management

kA

—Sa1e§ Training —Distribution & ‘g}/’arehousing

&

—Service Training —Advertising &8ales Promotion

kS
3

As citizens of

‘Birmingham, we have considered it a privilege to shareiin ac-

is indeed a pleasure to be located in, and affiliated with such an alert com-

munity.
' W. H. BREECH, President

GREAT LAKES TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO.
2100 E. MAPLE RD., BIRMINGHAM

| TRACTOR MICHIGAN FORD TRACTOR DISTRIBUTORS FARM EQUIPMEN

T




The Deep
Appreciation

of The Birmingham Eccentric
must be extended to the dozens
of individuals and organizations
which have so generously as-
sisted us in accumulating a
goodly share of the countless
facts and many pictures which
are contained in this special 75th
Anniversary Edition of The Ec-
centric,

Also to The Eccentric’s edi-
torial, advertising and mechani-
cal departments, which have giv-
en generously of their time and
talents to the publication of this
special edition.

The success of this edition is
founded on the wholehearted co-
operation of everyone involved,
‘however remotely. The Eccen-
tric is sincerely appreciative of
this support.

Left Written
Impression of

Visit to B’ham

Captain Hervey Parke, who lived
to a ripe old age, wrote his inter-
esting paper “Recollections of My
First Tour in Michigan in 1821”
for the Oakland County Pioneer
Society in 1874.

Capt. Parke’s memories of early
Oakland county give glimpses of
th(z past to the readers of the pres-
ent.

Calling the dwelling of John W.
Hunter his “temporary home”, he
said, “Here I made my acquaint-
ance with Horatio Ball, son of Dan-
iel Ball who lived three-fourths of
a mile southwest of Hunter’s.

“He had received a contract for
sub-dividing 10 townships of land

between the Flint and Cass rivers. |

I arranged to accompany him as
assistant to carry the compass half
of the time. I returned to my home
in New York state in February,
having been absent 11 months.”
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IN 1822 Capt. Parke returned to
Michigan ‘“leaving Camden, New
York with my wife and child trav-
eling to Michigan via the Erie Ca-
nal and lake steamer.

“Arriving at Detroit I met John
Hamilton, with whom I formed an
acquaintance the previous year. He
was provided with an ox team and
being in pursuit of a load, I en-
gaged him to take me to my jour-
ney’s end.

_ “Tt was late before we left the |

city; we did not reach the angle
of the road (six miles) until nearly
sunset. Arriving at White’s tavern,
their beds were occupied, but Mrs.
White spread a few blankets on
the floor where we slept as sound-
ly as the swarming mosquitoes
would permit.

“In the morning Hamilton came
up and we again mounted the wag-
on, going smoothly along over the
plains to the angle of the Paint
Creek road (now Rochester road)
where then stood the famous oak
tree.
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“THE NUMEROUS. pitchholes
made riding so uncomfortable we
were glad to get out and walk the
remaining five miles to Mr. J. W.
Hunter’s residence.

“Here we received such a wel-
come as only himself and family
could give and we were invited to
remain several weeks with them.
During this time Mr. and Mrs.
Hunter visited their eastern home,
Jeaving us in charge of their fam-
ily of young daughters.

“On their return home he of-
fered me the use of the shop, as
he called it, an unfinished log
house, built but not used for black-
smithing purposes, which he said
I would be quite welcome to oc-
cupy.

“Doors, windows and floors were
soon put in and we moved into our
first home in the west. There, in
1823, my only son, John H. Parke,
was born.”

Champion Rabbit Hunter

Phill Durkee, his breech loader
and ferret were three terrors the
rabbits in this vicinity had to face
in the days of 1878. Du!:kee }gunted
rabbits by gently dropping his fer-
ret in the rabbit hole, and when
Mr. Rabbit jumped out, Durkee
dropped him. He got from 15-40
rabbits per day hunting by this
method. ;

CANILE JENKS

ful investigations.

stantial casket, of exquisite tailo
ceased placed therein, and submi

George Shain, shown at Canil
was a carpenter.

GEORGE SHAIN

Canile Jenks and Paddy Wilson were hand in hand in business.
While Paddy was the sexton, Canile furnished the coffin, after care-

No sooner had a resident’s death been announced than Jenks was
promptly on the scene with a tape measure.

In due time a sub-
ring, was brought around, the de-
tted to Paddy for interment.

e’s left in the abeve photograph,

ham. Not that this glorious

Once Upon a Time They
Really Celebrated 4th

Fourth of July in 1882 was a momentous day in Birming-

Fourth in this particular year

was anything unusual, for Birmingham celebrated many
July Fourths in like manner. It was a typical celebration that
was enjoyed by many small towns and villages throughout

v

the country.

men in charge of the celebration
and it rained all night. But the
sun presented its smiling face on
the morning of the momentous
Fourth and the weather that day
was all that could be desired.

The celebration started early. At
nine o’clock in the morning a pa-
rade led by Lew Simpson (a build-
er and contractor) as Marshal,
went down the village’s main street.

Three townsmen, appropriately
costumed, started off the parade as
|the “Spirit of 76”. They were fol-
lowed by 50 or more villagers, all
“en masque”, riding on horses or
lin wagons and carts.
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WES FAINT, (the local house
ipainter and interior decorator)
tand his friend, Dick Hatch, draped
as Greek Gods, rade in their char-
liot “Olympus”, (a donkey cart).
| The town dentist, Dan Johnston
land Tom Hanna, the boot and shoe
|dealer, were dressed as Uncle Sam
land Mrs. Columbia and rode on
‘John Howland’s platform wagon.
Fred Golden and his gang repre-
sented the industry of Frog Hol-
low.

After the parade, the races bhe-
gan—held right down the middle
of Saginaw street, now Woodward
avenue. In the free-for-all foot
race, A. C. Baldwin won the ‘$5
first prize.

Only those men weighing over
200 pounds were eligible for the
fat man’s race which Till Trow-
bridge won amid such wheezing
and blowing as would shame a
blacksmith’s bellows.
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FOR THE SACK race, the com-
petitors were placed in a large sack
used for shipping wool, their arms
placed inside the bag and the whole
business tied tightly around the
neck. John Sprague wiggled and
rolled over the finishing line to
win.

The greased pig was then
brought out, but becoming impa-
tient, broke away from its keeper
before it was time for its part of
the program to begin. It was cap-
tured by Sam Hawthorne but was
subsequently let loose again and
James McKay gathered it in for
the prize.

On top of the greased pole was
‘a shiny, new $5 gold piece. Will
Smith successfully climbed the pole
to get it. e e

THIS CONCLUDED the fore-
noon of sports and the ecrowd made
a rush to every and any place where
food and drink could be secured.

Since Birmingham was a small

nic places nearby.

|

.of the day’s events and after

for a grand repast.

Over .300 people took dinner at
that well known holstery, the Na-
tional Hotel which stood at the
southeast corner of Middle street
and Saginaw (now Hamilton and
Woodward). Mine host, George E.
Daines, was sorry to have to turn
S0 many away, but there were lim-
its to the accommodations of the
old National Hotel.

The evening of July 38 presented
a gloomy picture to the committee-

village, there were plenty of pic- |
Many folks |
[planned a picnic lunch as a part |

spreading a cloth upon the ground, |
opened their bulging food hampers |

AFTER DINNER, the Fourth of
July celebrants betook themselves
to the Birmingham Driving Park
;for the horse races. This race track
(was in Troy township but only two
miles north of Birmingham and
east of Adams road on the Daven-
port farm.

Oakland county horses as well

as those owned by local men were
racing that day for purses rang-
|ing from $5 to $60. There were
|running races, a free-for-all, green
|races and pacing races.
{ Only one horse, Bay Dick, was
| protested for being in the racing
levents. It was claimed that he was
not a horsg owned in the county
land was not entered under his true
name.

|ever seen in Birmingham up to that
:time.
;3,0.00.pe0p1e were on the streets
|enjoying the immense fireworks
|display.
| To top off the celebration, the us-
|ual Fourth of July dance was held
{in the evening at the National Ho-
|tel and 215 couples jammed into
rthe ballroom on the second floor.
The committeemen responsible
for the celebration of this glorious
Fourth were Ed Lamb, local har-
nessmaker, J. R. Corson, Jr., who
was in business with his father in
a general store, and D. E. Wilber,
another general store owner whose
place of business on Saginaw street
was in later years taken over by
Volney Nixon.
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The Eccentric of 1882 reported
that “It was a good celebration.
There wasn’t such a thing as a
drunken man seen on the streets
all day.”

There was only one accident. A
lady from Royal Oak was seriously
hurt when she was thrown from
her carriage near the Methodist
church.

Her horse became frightened by
a piece of flying paper but acci-
dents such as these were not un-
usual in the horse and buggy days.

7 7 7
| FIREWORKS IN the evening
(were exhibited to the largest crowd |

It was estimated that over |

|
|
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BHOUAOUT

SCISSORS

BIRMINGHAM
LOCKSMITH SERVICE

Midwest
4-7939

Day and Night City Wide Service

.

RADIO &
TELEVISION
TUBE Sales
and Service

AUTO - HOUSE - LUGGAGE and TRUNK — KNIVES AND

SHARPENED —

LOCKS OPENED - REPAIRED and INSTALLED.
NIGHT CALLS PLEASE CALL INFORMATION

DESK and FILING CABINET

Bloomfield Village Beauty Shop

Congratulates The Eccentric
on its 75th Anniversary

Beulah Sutton Brown—owner
- Edith Walk—operator

355 Henrietta

Birmingham, Mich.

Landscape Architecture

“Over 25 Years of Continuous Professional Service”

L)

WILCOX & LAIRD

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

Mi 4-7400

MEMBERS AMERICAN SOCIETY OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS




Made in
TROY TOWNSHIP

at

TEMPRITE

PRODUCTS CORP.

ReCOlnmellded e s imnce l ..:L . l)y fef ratnon
.8 9 )
4 rlge 1

e“gl"eets thtOllgh()ut the Wofld, Iem[)(l[e water C ()[C[)
stan 1 C()()l n evices ar Ol 7“[

all(l mstantaneous ilqll d

1 d
g C
€ rnﬂ.de

he[e mn Iloy IOWIlShlp v o @ ()()d p[t ce T W [l\lf“‘
. g a (0] (8} Lﬂ

a
good place to live! We're glad to be h
e here!

new Temprite “Ban-
ator produces 100
parkling. car-

The mighty
tam 100” carbon
gallons of highly s
bonated water Per four s &y, HOF &
< perfectly mixed beverage! Used

wherever carbonated drinks are
served. Eliminates tast€ of CO: gas;
" speeds service of carbonated drinks!

ol water is
hools and
in restau-

wherever €O
needed . - - in factories, sC
¢ buildings,

all kinds ©
cants, for outside construction jobs.

for photo and X-ray processing, etc.
Sz Temprite Remote type coolers
are famous for compactness, low

cost and ease of installation.

Installed

Otiginated by us in 1929, and
on an exclusive design

¢ rapid heat transfer—
antaneous liquid cool-
ghout the worl
er, beverage and
g applications,
e and non-

principle o

Temprite inst

. ers are used throu

in hundreds of wat

other liquid coolin

including both corrosiv
corrosive liquids.




