Emotional, Money Problems Result In Teen Divorces

“Early marriage, long love,” says where the woman is at least 21| ager who tends to marry while still both people are emotionally mature

an old German proverb,
“Early marriage, short love.”
statistics.
The facts, alas, are on their side.

say

IN NEARLY HALF the couples
that end up losers in the game o
love, the wife was in her teens
when she married. The younger
the bride, the less chance her mar-
riage has of succeeding, according
to statistics cited by the Institute
of Life Insurance.

The odds are even worse where
both the bride and the groom are
still in. their teens. Marriages be-
tween teen - agers. in fact, have
twice the break-up rate of those

and the man over 24

Marriage counselors and social
scientists give any number of rea-
sons for all this.

The most obvious one is plain
and simple immaturity. It's difficult
enough for two reasonably grown-
up people to adjust to each other’s
needs and expectations. For teen-|
agers suddenly thrust into the re-
sponsibilities of adult life, it's often
too much too soon.

THE ADJUSTMENT problems of
young couples are complicated by
the fact that, on the whole, it is
the less mature and stable teen-
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Peace Corps Volunteers who left for
Iran yesterday. They will instruct
Iranians to use English as a second |
language in colleges and secondary
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Especially for those who drop
out of high school to get married— i
as many thousands do e
the chances of getting a well-pay-
ing job with a good future are
none too bright.

But if the wife has to stay home
to mind the children, the young hus-
band can seldom earn enough mon- |
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