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Don't Change It Now

A couple of weeks ago there was a
lively discussion at the Birmingham City
Commission meeting concerning the fi-
nancing of the new parking lot facing
Shain Park.

In the acquisition and construction of
the six parking lots the City now has, it
has been the policy of the City to assess
property owners within 600 feet of a park-
ing lot 40 per cent of its cost with the
City picking up 60 per cent.

The property owners’ share is distrib-
uted among the people based on a benefit
formula. The closer you are to the lot and
the more benefit you get, the more you pay.

e

THE CITY'S «hare was paid for hy
revenue bonds which are retired with the
money the City receives from revenue
from the meters.

The city fathers have justified this
arrangement, and justly so, by the fact
that the abutting property owners will
profit from the increased availability of
parking area.

With the construction of what is known
as Parking Lot No. 7, there are some
property owners who will be asked to chip
in for a second or third time, and they
feel it is time a new arrangement is
worked out.

e

THEY SEEM to raise the point that
this lot may be decked and hence more
costly.

1f we understand their position, it is
that they will go along with the 40 per
cent assessment; but, just as the City
receives money from the meters to pay
off its share, so the property owners as un-
willing partners should get back their in-
vestment eventually out of this same
source.

While the property owners raise valid

points, we don’t feel the City is in a posi-

tion to share revenue on one lot when it

has not done so on the six previous lots.
e

IT WOULD be unfair at this point to
change the procedure unless the City went
back to the first lot and did it.

However, so that the equities would be
fair, we suggest that the property owners
not be assessed for any decking.

We propose that they merely be as
sessed on the basis of acquisition costs
plus the cost of improving the property
to the point the other lots have been
improved.

If the City d es to go to multiple-
deck parking, this construction should be
borne by the people who use it and retired
with revenue bonds.

This practice has been very successful
in Ann Arbor and other communities.

AND THIS multiple decking could be
Birmingham’s answer to its parking prob-
lems, so long as the structure is tastefully
done.

We have seen parking structures that
do not appear to be parking structures,
such as the one adjacent to Ford Hospital
in Detroit.

We have also seen parking structures
that look worse than parking structures.

However, judging from the City's past
actions in beautifying lots we have no fear
as to its actions in this matter.

Again as to assessment, we feel that
the costs on this nondecked lot No. 7
should be treated as have been the prior
six lots so that no inequities be created.

It would be a serious mistake to make
the property owners partners in revenue
with the City at this time since prior
sessments did not include such a consider-
ation.

Watch for These Things!

On your Labor Day week end look out
for people doing these things: speeding
too fast for conditions, disregarding stop
signs or other traffic controls, failing to
yield right-of-way and being under the
influence of alcohol.

These are part of the motori,
deadly si the seven traffic violations
most identified with fatal and other traf-
fic tragedies.

Take speeding, for instance. Most peo-
ple identify this with speeds of 80 miles
and higher per hour—and this is common
enough. There are plenty of instances,
however, where 50, 40, and even 35 miles
per hour are too fast no matter how im-
patient you feel about it.

oo
IN CROWDED or residential area:

stretches of traffic moving at a slow pace,

the impatient heavy-foot driver is not only

an irritant to others but a pracmal time
bomb.

Some self-appointed authorities enjoy
putting all the blame on the “slow” driver.
Check it out some time—your slow man
may just be obeying the posted speed
limits. These are posted for established
reasons.

On the other hand, maybe the slow
driyer is moving at the speed his common
sense tells him he can handle. A lot of us
tend to overdrive our sight distance and
reaction time. At 70 miles per hour the
.average passenger vehicle will move 77
feet before the driver can decide what to
do. Even with your “lights on for safety”
it's still 77 feet.

e

ONE THING we would urge on senior
citizens and other drivers who like to take
it easy—don’t make a crusade out of it on
a highway designed for faster travel
There is room in this country for both
kinds. And for the big-foot tribe — 70
miles an hour is OK on the expressway—
if you have all your faculties—but it can
be sheer murder in a different environment.

Speed too fast for conditions is asso
ated with 44 per cent of all fatal accidents
on the highway. That would mean 744
people in Michigan alone last year. It
could have been less if some of them had
gone slower, thought faster and buckled
their seat belts.

Let’s make this the safest Labor Day
week end in Michigan since the advent of
the automobile.

From The Eccentric's

The senior plant pathologist at the New York
Hotanical Garden believes that exhaust fumes
from autos, trucks and buses are killing many
of the city’s trees. He finds that damage is es-
pecially great at intersectfons, where vehicles are
delayed by congestion and traffic lights. He be-
lieves that trees will continue to lose their leaves
until all vehicles are equipped with devices to
educe exhaust fumes. All this serves to empha-
ze, in a small way, the potential harm from
air pollution in heavily populated areas. Seven
out of 10 Americans now live in such areas. Their
lungs, as well as the leaves of the trees that adorn
the boulevards and streets, suffer ill effects be-
cause of exhaust fumes, industrial smoke and
other pulluuun sources. is not a mnn.er of
in or mild 3 in

the atmosphere do cause nasal and i ir-

Point of View . . .

Serious harm can result, particularly among the
aged and among those suffering from asthmatic
conditions. In extreme cases, as when a heavy
London fog keeps smoke and fumes from dis-
sipating, air pollution may cause deaths amang
sush people. The basic point is that the hazards
of air pollution are serious, and that with mil-
lions of new autos coming into use each year the
situation is bound to grow worse. In view of
this, it is gratifying that the government-industry
committee on air pollution control has held its
first session. If the committee functions as a
working group, marshaling the resources of gov-
ernment and industry as they should be mar-
shaled, there is hope for solution of this worsen-
ing problem
P

The i deserve credit. Without it a

ritation, but the harm does not stop with that.

lot of them would go hungry.
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PEOPLE’S COLUMN

Former WAC
Haq High Praise
\For MacArthur

| To the
| General Douglas MacArthur w.
Loen of America’s outstanding mili-
tary men of all times. He will fo
ever be remembered for his very
| brilliant, long and faithful service
to this nation he loved so much.
| While he commander of
wilitary operations in the South-
west Pacific during World War II,
I was in the Women's Army Corps.
ved with the Far East Air
Serviva” Command Hollandia,
Dutch, New Guines, in the South-
west Pacific about 10,000 miles
from San Francisco.
General Clement McMulle
weneral of FEA
| an Antonio, Texas. He
| had us type cablegrams to send to
| General MacArthur in the Pacifi

| and to General Bennic F. Myers at
| Air Service  Command. Wright
| Patterson Air Force Base, Day-

ton,

SOME OF General MacArthur's
combat troops, who had heen
wounded in action, were patients
in the 27th General Army Hospital
in New Guinea while | was there
with stomach trouble and infection
in both ears. Some patients played
ping pong while I played the piano
lin the American Red Cross Rec-
reation Ruilding
Se stated the \ considered
(See I'RA

Psychological Te:

They e Off—In the Brains Derby |

s

Cause for Concern?

To the Editor:

A bill has been introduced in
Cong, by Rep. John M. Ash-
brook of Ohio in reference to the
psychological tests which are be-

ing given in many of our schools
throughout the nation. At the pr
ent time, these tests c
without  paren
without prior notice to the parents.

The bill, HLIL 7743, states that
it would not prohibit psychological
testing in our schools, but it would
vequire that reasonable notice he
given to parents of students prior
to the examinations, that the
parents be given the opportunity
to view the
Nowed o
vo the

permission  to
dumn\h*u:l o

MANY PARE
warranted  psy
ing should be done in
by those who have had adequate
psyehological or psychiatric train-
ing, who al are qualified to
accurately determine the emotional
stability of a child.

Many of the questions in the
tests have been disturbing to bath
students and parents. For instance,
in the SRA Youth Inventory test
for high school students, the stu-
dent is asked wmoriz many ather
similar questions if his father is a
(l)unl, if his pargnts play favor-

and that they he

ites, if he is ashamed of his
father’s job or his parents’ dr

or manners, if there is constant
bickering and quarreling in his |
home, or if his parents try to hold |

him down.

IN THE Moral Value Inventory
Exam, among other questions,
student has to decide which m‘

more important: taking the oath
of allegiance to the United States
or joining a church. In another
question, he has to decide which is|
worse: denying the existence of
God or laughing while the r
gled Banner is being played.

In the Wishing Well test, which
is given to students in grades 1
to 7, the student has to decide
such questions as whether he
wishes he felt like a real member |
of the family, whether he wishe
his family could afford to give
cach other better presents at
Christmas and on birthdays and
whether he wishes his parents did
things that would make him feel
more love toward them.

I believe that the bill H.R. 7743
should become a law and that in
our democracy parents should be
given the right to determine
whether they wish to have these
psychological tests administered to
their children.

ALICE HANCHE
Syracuse, N.Y.

TT,

YESTERYEAR HAPPENINGS |

50 YEARS AGO
September 1, 1911
While enjoying the
Baldwin Park during a at
9:30 o'clock in the evening, the fire
whistle made the fire department
leave in a hurry. Edward Smith,
in his new Saxon car hrought the
boys up town where they annexed
the hose cart and hook and ludder.
Owing to a mistake in the fire sig-
nal the entire department
rushed to the Baptist church.
Finally, the entire outfit mrwulm.
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Ge
Spencer of Bates Street. M
Spencer had gone to the park,
leaving the current turned on the
electric flat iron. Let to itself, the
flat iron had burned through the
board, fallen to the floor and
burned through the rug and floor.
Loss was $5.00.

The finest specimen of tomato
raising was shown to us recently
by Mrs. I B. Hale who did it all
by herself and is mighty proud of
|it. She exhibited to us three large,
smooth and perfectly ripe toma-
toes. They were on a stem not six
inches in length and the total
weight was 31 pounds. To a lover
of this highly delicious fruit, these
three giants were a sight to be-
hold.

Coe

Birmingham _schools will open
September B. This year has every
appearance of being the best one
in the history of the schools. The
| enrollment promises to beat the
\record of last year, 573. Miss
Rhoda M. Starr is_superintendent
and Miss Lillian Stauch is prin-

beauty of !

was U

cipal of the high school.  Miss

van B, Easterday is the princi-
I of Barnum School and Miss
Laura Carpenter is the assistant

principal.

30 YEARS AGO
September 6, 1931

With interest in both state and
county campaigns  seemingly al-
most lethargic in all but a few
¥ indications today were
that the voting in Birmingham,
Bloomfield Hills and surrounding
territories  in next  Tuesday
primaries will be quite below low
normal.  Only the gubernatol
campaign  stirs excitement, with
interest in the race between Alex.
iroesbeck and Frank D. Fitz,
gerald for the Republican nomina-
tion especially high

Organization of a Bloomfield
Hills unit of the Young American
Fire Preventers, Inc., was under
v today with the announcement
that application blanks and mem-
bership cards were available at the
Bloomfield Hills fire department,

now lacated in the township ga-|

rage on Eust Long Lake road. The
foundation of the organization is
a group of six Berkley youths. Fire
Chief Russell V. Moore of Bloom-
field Hills will cooperate in or-
gunizing the unit

e

A parade, featuring - the 100-
piece Shrine band and drill team of
Detroit, will open at 8 p.m. next
Thursday, Sept. 13, the three-day |
Fall Frolic being sponsored by the
Birmingham Temple Association,
it was announced yesterday by C.

The parade will be followed by a
concert by the Shrine band and
sound pictures.

15 YEARS AGO
September 1, 1919
Birmingham is among the 82
cities in Group VI which recorded
no traffic fatality last year, Police
Chief Ralph W. Moxley has been
notified by the National Safety
Council. There were 288 cities of
comparable size included in their
annual inventory of trafic safety
netivities. The Council also re-
ported that there were 11,401
vehicles  registered here, with a
given population of 12,700. The
accident record of the city was
said to be adequate and the city
was to be commended.

The Star Cab Co. will appear
before the city commission next
Tuesday evening to show cause
why its taxicab operating license
should not be revoked by the city
because  of the allegedly poor
mechanical conditions of its four

cabs. An order to show cause was|.

issued by the city commission Mon-
day evening after reviewing an
inspection report filed by the
police department.

On and after today, the Bir-
mingham YMCA will be located in
the Quarton Building at 144 West
| Maple Street, with its lolophnne
remaining  Birmingham A
complete list of club ummu and

programs will be available in 10
days. The club hopes to continue
all of its Gra-Y clubs of last year
and to start new clubs in the
Franklin and Walnut Lake

R. Cummings, general manager. | districts.

Eccentricities

By HANK HOGAN

(5

One ¢ this summer as | returned to my car in one
of our Northern Michigan communities, I noticed an en-
velope under my windshield wiper.

It didn't take lpng to realize that it was a note from
the local police department telling me that 1 had over-
staved my welcome in that particular parking spot, but
that if I dropped 25 eents in the envelope and deposited
it in a little \ellow container on the corner within 21
hours all would be forgiven.

It did mention that failure to do this within the time
allotted would push the Inue- up to $1.

I LOOKED AROUND .md found that the real villian,
a silver mone ting machine, had kind of a bloodshot
eve, indicating my time had expired.

Normally, T would have been both embarrassed for
having my hand caught in the cookie jar, so to speak,
and disturbed to| think that someone had given me a
ticket for something that wasn't really my fault. (Don’t
we all feel that way when we are ticketed?)

But the consideration offered if I admitted my mistake
and acted quickly soothed my temper and I was truly
sorry 1 had overstayed my meter.

e

THE LESSON 1 EXPERIENCED could well be brought
home to our pleasant metropolis. Nothing disturbs a
shopper more than to return to his car to find a ticket on
the windshield.

And this feeling turns to animosity toward the police,
the town fathers jand the town itself.

1 personally don’t believe in parking meters. T know
that something is needed in a community that has in-
fequate parking facilities to keep the traffic moving
around, but I don't feel that people should pay for park-
ing on public streets for which they themselves paid to
be constructed.

IF WE HAVE TO have them, thongh, we should do
something so that the shopper doesn't feel like we are
tryving to support the town on the revenue derived from
parking fines.

And if we are, this would truly be a misuse of govern-
mental prerogatives in raising money.

These great little silver hands do more to destroy the
small town image than anything else which could be
erected.

It would cef
effect on our

inly make an interesting study of the
community image if our city fathers ex-

perimented with a reduced fine for meter violations.
t TR Ay
=4 City Beat |
By KEN WEAVER ¥
e

A frequent contributor to \ho (‘nlumns of this news-
paper is Mrs. Ruth Vogt of 5922 E. Millerway, Bloomfield
Township

She a constant reader of The Eccentric, T am

pleased to
The City Beat column concerning the display of the
U.S. flag for the July 4 holiday prompted this communi-
cation from her:
“Your July 1 column wondered about ‘flags,’ ete.
hat very week my eldest, in cleaning out her room
after high school graduation came out into the den with
the enclosed homemade card she found in her bottom
desk drawer.”

THE CARD consisted of a picture of the flag and this
poem:

ht,

ngr above the fence.

peans all things to all people,

“It means the dreams of others who have

come before us,

“It stays alive, not by itself
“But mjl\ by us, the living, who
“Make it the ,\mhnl of freedom,
“As long as we allow this gift to be given,
“Not to a few or to the ones who are
“Black or \\'}Uto—hut to all people:

MRS. VOGT then says in her letter:

“4] remember getting this at camp so well, Mom,” said
my 18-year-old. ‘I've got all your cards you made that
vou sent me those vears spent up at camp.’

“With the job almost over, what with the three almost
ready to jump into college life, bang, bang, bang in the
next few years, the only thought which keeps churning
about is

“Have we given them the neeessary tools, for the mind
and heart and soul, so that they'll handle the happine:
SOTTOV frustrations, challenges, monotony, hard v\ork

plav as vart of thi
“WHOLE PICTURE WE LABEL LIFE?

“BUT ISN'T this exactly what all parents hope and
wonder about as their first troops off to school or oul
to work? And:

“If T could shove into a huge bag all of the joys ex-
perienced in preparing 'em for this feat, a long train of
hoxcars, attached end to end, wouldn't be adequate space
enough to hold that bag!

“Truly, these 20 vears have been so rich in living.”

And this mother's outlook on life gives us something
to ponder over during the Labor Day week end.

Old-age |wn.~1nm-Js &re put back to work in Russia and will get
wagres hut also retain part of their pensions. This is known as
twilight moonlighting.

Experts fear thut the Leaning Tower of Pisa will full within 30
years unless something is.done to arrest its rate of movement.
The time for action is now—or sometime before 1994, anyway.

A $10,000-a-year pay raise is a substantial one, but most con-
gressmen don’'t regard it as anything to talk about—at least not
for the record.

The “space switchboard” we've launched makes a global com-
munuuucm system that much nearer. Thu should help promote
» more




