Aholul. EDITORIAL

@he T

AUGUST 13, 1964

rminghamEccentric

BIRMINGHAM, MICHIGAN
Serving the Citizens o] Michigew's Finess Suburben

A '

B’ham Executive Criticizes
City’s Assessment Procedures

by George R. Averill

You will recall that one of Gov.
Scranton’s sharpest criticisms of
Sen. Goldwater was the former’s
assertion that “the Arizona sena-
tor is trigger-happy—a most dan-
gerous condition for a President of
the United States. He too often is
inclined to shoot from the hip.”
Well, Governor, what about that
scurrilous letter you sent Gold-

ater, prior to the Republican con-

ention’s nomination of Barry?

You have admitted that you didn’t

even see or sign that letter . .
that it was written by your n'aff.
To be sure, you since have wished

that the letter had not been sent

—but, Governor, the fact that you
did allow it to be sent surely

- Places you in some area of being

‘trigger-happy,’ doesn’t it? Were
you to be our President, does this
letter-act suggest that, your emo-
tions, under stress, mlight cause
you to send a very, very undip-
lomatic note to some foreign gov-|
ernment with whom, at the time, |
our nation could have been under
strained relations? Better resolve
to read every item presumed to
bear you name, Governor!

Until mankind really
achieves the ultimate in Uto-
pias, a large portion of this
earth’s people will be “tuned
in” to “the fleshpots.” On the
one hand, there will be those
of the female gender who de-
pend upon the lure of sex to
attract the males, and on: the
other hand, there will be more
males to “take the lure.” Of
course, there is a difference
between mere lust and the
real love of man for woman.
Selah. (GRA)

Pretty soon, maybe, American
big game hunters wont have to
journey to Africa for their sharp-
shooting—not if Secretary of In-
terior Udall has his way. Latest
is that he thinks it'll be fine to
stock some of our U.S. wild areas
with lons; tigers, zebras, impala,
leopards, elephants and what-have-
you, Yes, sir, and also ma’am, that
Udall feller sure gets some real
recreational ideas!

Ever since 1917 the Soviets have
sought to remove every trace of
religion from Russia . . . without
coniplete succ In brief, the
Soviet knows that so long as man-
kind can freely or secretly respond
to ‘that inner hunger and yearn-
ing for belief and faith in a Su-
preme Being,” mankind will not
assume that only from this tem-
poral physical world can it acquire
support and strength to meet the
struggles of human survival. Thus,
arrdyed against Deity, the Soviet
certainly is in for uninterrupted
defeat.

With modern communications
media, the people of the United
States are given more and faster
news than any other people on
earth—and especially during elec-
tion campaigns are we offered
some of the most expensive drama-
tragedy ever offered to any citi-
zenry. Funny, though, most of us
think such ‘“entertainment” is
free, You pay taxes, don’t you?

Comparatively few of our entire
population really love their work
enough to be joyous about it. But
the need to work is, indeed, one of
this life’s greatest blessings—to
prove this, ask an intelligent re-
tired man who has no hobbies or
recrpational  interests; many o
them sincerely try to get, themselves
into, same activity . .  “just to
keep me from going nuts,” many
admit. All of which proves that
“the Kingdom of Boredom” is a
veritable wnhehndl

informal political gathering
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Whittl

BY MARY. BAHN
Staff Writer
Politicking is in full swing in
most parts of the country, and|
Oakland County is no exception.

cratic and Republican camps are
slated for nearly every night of

in nearly every district, has doubled
the job of the politician.

The candidate who thought he|

ting area loped off, and an en-
on,

IT SEEMS THAT now politicans
are depending on two methods of
getting their ideas to the public
and their grass-roots workers: the
formal and informal gatherings.

The formal and most com-
trend was typified Tuesday |
night at a meeting sponsored by
Troy Mayor Robert J. Huber, Re-
publican candidate for state senator
in the 16th district.

An exponent of the informal type
of politicking is Stanley M. Brown,

Republican candidate for the state

Gathered amu}\d pianist A!\Ross at an

are /(from left)
lesey, Mr. and

Mrs. W. T. Hicks, Mr. and Mrs. Stanley M.

Question for Candidates:
Be Formal or Informal?

legislature in the 86th district, who
|said he decided that the “Grand
| Old Party had become the Dull Old
Party.”

| He asked his supporters to learn
|of his platform at an open house

Political meetings in both Demo- | at his Bloomfield Township home ‘ to Jim Carey, Republican candidate

on Monday night.
Invited to the punch-and-peanuts |

the week. Re-apportionment, which affair were Republican party|
caused re-alignment of boundaries people, women’s club members, ac- | porter of the policie

hve citizen groups -nd friends.

| GAY, (‘ULORED lanterns and |

knew nearly every voter in his dis-|the tinkling tunes coming from a |Republican policies.
trict now finds his major vote-get- | piano directed guests to the patio | overall philogophy, but I may also

| of Brown's home. 'Men wore busi-!

tirely foreign area (to him) added ness suits; the women were at-| tails.

| tractively attired in
| elegant fashions.

The feeling that it looked more|
like a party than a political gather-|
ing was upheld as the evening|
progressed. Little cliques gathered
|here and there, discussing many
|things and ~ surprisingly ~enough,
even politics.

Overheard conversation topics in-
cluded:
| the many new residents in the
area.

simple  but

i ® how fast the summer has
| progressed;

® the growth of rental apart-
ments;

State Fair

Members of the Michigan State
Fair Authority have their hands

f full with preparation for the 115th

State Fair which opens Aug. 28
and runs through Sept. 7.

Among the busiest of the au-
thority members are Mrs. Allen
Strom and Mitchell Kafarski of
Birmingham and Richard McManus
of Southfield.

Local Three Direct
Activities

McManus, 16100 W. Eight Mile,
is secretary of the State Fair Au-
thority and chairman of the Gen-
eral Services Committee which
now is well occupied with contracts
for services at the fairgrounds dur-
ing the fair.

.

v

McMANUS ALSO is a member
of the Development Committee,
which is concerned with develop-
ment of the fairgrounds, new
structures such as the $600,000
Home Arts Building, being used
for the first time at this state fair,
and future planning for the fair-
grounds as a year-around center.

He is in charge of visiting groups
and dignitaries.

.

MRS. STROM, 1130 Wakefield, is
a member of the Premium Exhibits
Committee which works with all
agricultural and livestock exhibits,
the junior ahw, ‘women's

activities in the new Home Arts
Building.

Kafarski, 316 N. Eton, is a mem-
ber of the Development Committee
with McMinus. He also is the lm

thority’s liaison :rrqhmu " “‘
ex] at the

ble for commerci
state fair.

GOP Candidates
To Meet Voters
In W. Bloomfield

The West Bloomfleld Townshi
ul

Women's Republican
0 i Wodaapay ot wad
30 pm.

the- West Bloomfeld High School | the

All l.pnbl‘lm- who will ba on
the Sept. 1 ballot for both state
and local offices have been invited.

Following brief introductions
punch gnd cookies will be served
and township voters will have a
chance to jmeet; ‘infornmally “with

Brown, who w‘ere hosts for the evening, and
their daughters, Marsha and Deborah, and
Mr. and Mrs. Paul L. Merideth.

A Birmingham real estate execu-
tive has asked Birmingham com-
missioners to study the City's as-
sessment procedures for municipal
parking lots.

In a three-page letter to the
commission, Frederick Pew,
president of _Max Broock, Inc.,
called for an immediate re-evalua-
tion of the City’s policies.

Copies of the letter were also
sent to business and civic leaders.

“The time has come, now, to re-
examine past assessment proce-
dures for parking facilitiés and to
devise new and more equitable as-
sessment formulas for future park-
ing improvements,” Pew said.

The City administration is pres-
ently preparing cost estimates and
|setting up an assessment district
| for the new parking lot No. 7 in
the block south of Shain Park.

EccaNTRIC PHOTO

The costs of such lots are split
on a 60-40 per cent basis with the
City paying the larger portion.

PEW SAID to be favorably re-
ceived, future assessments should
be returned those assessed by"
refund, or rets on invested cap-
ital because they were reflected in
the rent paid by the operator of
commercial establishments.

“When high rent prevents the
able merchant from making a prof-
it, the business district declines—
when-rents are reasonable everyone
benefits, including the unit of gov-
ernment which assesses and collects
taxes on real estate,” he’said.

He pointed t in the past
some downtown Pproperty owners
had paid two or more asyessments
for lots but had beer denied par-
ticipation or benefit.

“The end is not yet in sight for| Pew said the bond obligations
it is now painfully evident that|were met promptly and the City's
additional land for surface parking | parking authority was collecting a
is too costly. return and accumulating a surplus,

“The alternative, then, is to mul-| “But,” he added, “the 40 per
tistructure the lota aircady he. |cent contributed by ‘the CBD own-
quired and funds for this purppse °7S 18 denied participation in this
must be raised in the near future.” [RaPPY, prosperous optrktion

PEW SAID, in essence, the gov-
ernmant could be compared to the
entrepreneur or promoter of a ven-
ture for private gain or yield.

HE CHARGED th.-t the City's
program of assessment was &
“long one-way street.” Pew noted
that there had never been an ar-
" rangement under which prior as-
Government has, in effect, said | gessments could be refnnged from
you fellows need parking and we |

the successful operation of the
are going to provide it. It will be | parking plan. p

paid 19r on the basis of 60 per cent |
“Are not these property owners
i
which'we will finance and 40 per| ., N b o PR ke
cent in direct apd norrefundable | 7 SPUT N S0 NACH B0, At
pasesamentss against the properties| i, return of their investment and
benefitted,! Pew said.

a proper yield just as much as
He said the record of such fnsn. | Chasers of revenus bonds T he
cing was ¢lear and profitable.

© and that old perennial favorite,
crabgrass.

‘ POLITICS SEEMED to creep
into the conversation, however,
| especially if one was sitting next

| for the state legislature in the 63rd
| district.

When asked if he was a sup-
Barry

| Goldwater, Carey replied:

| “I wouldn’t be a successful Re-
publican if 1 didn't support the
1 accept the

disagree or agree with certain de-

“There is no one dominant group
in the Repubilican party to tell us
everything, so the differences are
what makes the party what it is.”

P

ALTHOUGH THE MOOD wa:

THE FORMAL CAMPAIGN OF TROY MAYOR ROBERT HUBER
Meeting together are (from left) JLI:"Curey, Huber, Mrs. Huber and Birmingham Mayor | discuss the letter at next Monday’s

W Renrew

asked.
L He called this year a “crueial
time” in the history of Birming-
ham's commercial development,

“I am convinced the assessment
formula for the cost of parking lot
|No. 7 and the multi-structuring of
|any other lots must be changed to
spread the load over a wider base,”
Pew said.

HE SAID some plan must be
worked out to return assessment
|capital to property |owners who
| contribute it possibly \in the form
of “obligations junior to the rev-
enue or general obligation bonds.”
Pew told the commissioners it
was their public duty and function
to “lead, stimulate and innovate as
it is Yo follow, analyze, control or
deny.”
| He called it “unfortunate” that
the commission lacked commercial
property owner representation,
Pew cautioned the commission
against consideration of using
street rights-of-way for building
construction or from going into
| competition with private landlords.
The City has been considering
| building & combination parking-lot-
office type building on the new lot
|and renting the office space to
prn'd[e and public organizations.
Commissioners are expected to

meeting.

jovial throughout the evening, the
speeches were not entirely forgot-

ten.

Virgil LaMarre endorsed Brown
and persuaded him to give “one of
his short, three-hour speeches.”
LaMarre is president of the Bir-
mingham Chamber of Commerce.

“Most people know me and know
how 1 feel. I am a conservative
and long-time Goldwater man,”
Brown said.

A manufacturer’s representative,
he said he has achieved financial
stability so that he could now de-
vote his time to protecting the
liberties of the people since he was
very interested in tht “day-to-day
business of running a government.

He mentioned pampletes giving
details of his background were
available atop the piano for any-
one who cared to look at them.

R
HIS OBJECTIVES also included
(See CANDIDATES, 6-A)

No Majority;
Delay Hearing
For Rezoning

A pu\:hc hearing to establish
the zoning on a triangular parcel
of property north of the Grand
Trunk tracks and Adams Road was
postponed for one weak by Bir-
mingham city commissioners Mon-
day night.

The delay was granted because
any, zone change must be approved
by a majority of the commission
(four) and only four members were
on hand Monday.

Due to a recent Oakland County
Clredit Court fuling the patcel
presently has o zoning classifica-

.
The hearing next week will de-
urmlne 'rhar.her the land should be
amily in accord,
utting land in Bloom-

field Township of commercial.

R
IN JULY, Judge Frederick C.
Ziem ruled that the residential
zoning on_the Birmingham parcel
was_unconititutional and void.

The Birmi Planning Board

hu recomme: to the commis;

that. an @partment zoning
-utld hu,d- beat e]l.lﬂcn&ﬂn

Bond eh-lrmln Géorge W. Tal-
burtt said his group was recom-

y ¢
lcation of adjsining property in
Bloomfield Township.
“The board does not believe that
& business use would be Beneficial
(See HEARING, 5-A)

ont nearly resembles”, the clas-
joini

embryo

The Prep Shop

237 Pierce, Birmingham




