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Byblos, Lebanon's most histori-
cal “archeological dig, represents

20 epochs of time from the Neo-

lithic Period (5000 B.C.), through *
the later Amorite, Hyksos and

Hittite, Egyptian, Phoenician - .
Tyrian, Assyro- Babylonian, Per-

sian, Hellenistic, Roman, Byzan-
ne, Arab, Frankish or Crusader,
Mamluke, Ottoman right up to
modern Lebanon.
Egyptian trade was already im-

portant in the First Dynasty when .

cedar beams were sent from

Byblos for Egyptian tombs. By- 1 " .

blos did not come directly under

the Egyptians until much later )

(1680-1200 B.C.). .

The highest Phoenician culture
was achieved during the Tyrian
Epoch (1200-734 B.C.). Some of
the most priceless possessions of
the National Museum in Beirut
have been excavated in Byblos

[ J [ ]
(since 1922) from this most de- p
veloped Phoenician period, includ-
ing Ahiram’s beautifully carved
sarcophagus with major Phoeni- P
cian inscriptions on the stone lid, )

one of the earliest examples of
Phoenician writing.
oo

HERE ALSO the Byblos jewels
were discovered. Byblos is the
Greek name for this ancient re-
ligious Baal city and trading port . .
with its picturesque harbor giving
off directly on the Mediterranean.
The living town of Jbeil still sur-
rounds the walled city and takes
the Phoenician name from Gubla,
or perhaps Gebal of the Bible.

The word Bible itself is said to .
be derived from the City of By-
blos, synonymous with the export
ofs gapyrus which went from
Lebanon to Greece, later synony- .
mous with the book or Bible. [}
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I THE CHIEF Phoenician goddess
was Astarte whom the Greeks
called Aphrodite, and one of her
great sanctuaries was at Byblos,
where she was called Baalath, or
Lady of Byblos. Adon, the Lord of
Byblos, and called Adonis by the
Greeks, also figured in the Phoeni- N
cian religious rites.

His cult flourished from the
Cave of Afga, still Adonis' Cave
today and the source of the Nahr
Ibrahim, all the way to the sea.
It is his blood that still runs red
in the Nahr Ibrahim, each spring.

THE PRESENT thick high
walls of Byblos with the five
watch towers date from the
Crusader Period (1104-1289 A.D.)
with Arab and Ottoman additions
marking the limits of the Giblet of
the di Embriaci Barons of Genoa,
who ruled Byblos under the Counts
of Tripoli. _
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new important discoveries under s S b
its old location.

T e

NEW PORTALS and streets are
being found each year, and many ) -
beautiful relics of bygone eras as
the rubble of Byblos is gradually
removed by-the Department of
Antiquities, ‘ \

Byblos is not as striking in
appearance as Baalbeck, but never-
theless is just as popular a tour-
fstic attraction. Historically, how-
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