Michigan’s Economy Leaped
Forward in ’63, Says MESC

Michigan at the end of 1963 has |in M-nh of 1965, Production and | the entire current series of unem-

shown a year of solid improve-
ment.

Paced by a record-breaking au-
tomobile industry, the state's econ-
omy has moved upward in most. of

sales of trucks have also had one
of the best years in history.
Among the major segments of
Michigan’s labor market, over-the-
year m\pmvament wll greatest in

its major
the Michigan Employment Smm-
ity Commission. Continuing " the
uptrend_which, began in September
1962, ith economy ts labor
market ‘remained in high gear
t.hrouzhollt 1968, with employment
in each successive month topping
the figure for the comparable
month in 1962.

During the year, employment
varied between a low of 2,610,800
in February and a high of 2,742,600
in December, passing the 2,700,000
mark in October and remaining
above that figure for the entire
fourth quarter.

e

BEGINNING THE year at 2,-
625,800, employment declined sea-

sonally during the-first quarter but |

from then on the improvement

was cofitinuous except for the au-|

wl
went up 24,200 or ‘26 per cent.

Private non-manufacturing em-
ployment also improved consider-
ably rising 22,400 or 2.1 per cent
during the .year. Government em-
ployment went up 12,400 or 6.3
per cent.

e

MOTOR VEHICLE and equi
ment heads the list of growth in-
dustries, rising by 20,400 or 6.4
per cent during the year. The serv-
ice industry was second on the list
with a gain in employment of
12,500, construction third with
11,300 and local government fourth
with an increase of 10,600.

Other smaller gains occurred in
the metal industries, electrical ma-
chinery, textile mill products and
apparel, printing, finance, real es-
tate and_insurance, mining, mis-

and fed-

| ployment data which began in
|1966. By comparison the average
unemployment in 1962 was 192,400
and in 1961 it was 268,700,

The 1963 resurgence of manufac-
turing aectivity in the state resulted
in bettering the § per cent unem-
ployment ratio four times during
the year. In May the rate was 4.7
per cent and in September 8.9 per
cent, in October 3.6 per cent and
in November 3.9 per cent.

This amazing showing created
excitement in economic circles. For
Michigan’s unemploymept ratio
to fall below 4 per cent was a
novelty considering that the 3.5
per cent in October was the lowest
rate of unemployment in the last
eight years.

A

THE CLOSING months of 1963
have provided & springboard for a
favorable Michigan labor market
in 1964. After breaking the prece-
dent of two good automobile years
“back to back,” there are very
strong mdmuonu of a third good

tomobile
July and August.

Non-farm employment avefaged
2,666,000 in 1963, the highest level
in six years. The monthly average
for 1963 was 54,200 above the aver-
age for 1962 and 123,000 above the
comparable figure for 1961.

EXPERTS HAVE long said that
two good automobile years “back
to back” could not occur. Occur it
did, in 1963. Several times Toss
passenger car production came
close to breaking -all-time records
and in October that all-time record
was broken.

Production of 939,793 passenger
cars {and trucks in October topped
the all-time record of 904,377 set
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eral and state xovemment.

The Michigan Employment Se-
curity Commission, whose staff is
reduced when the state’s economy
is thriving, lost 300 employees in
this 12 months. Losses occurred
in all of the remaining industries
but none of them was large in
comparison with the size of the
industry.

o

IN COMPARISON with other
years 1963 was particularly free
from large scale labor-management
disputes. The monthly average of
labor disputes throughout the year

2800 in 1962 and 9,500 in 1961.
This freedom from labor troubles
was a factor contributing to the
continued improvement in em-
plcyment thmughuut the year.

was 1,400. This compares with|

| Output of pnslenge‘r cars and
retail deliveries are both main-
taining very high rates and in-
ventories compare favorably with
the closing months of 1962.

If predictions of a good auto-
mobile year materialize, manufac-
‘turink employment in Michigan
should retain all of the gains
| achieved in the past two years and
possibly . edge slightly closer to
| the million mark.
‘ Construction employment in 1964
should benefit from the many proj-
ects now moving from the plan-
ning to the actual work stage and
a moderate anticipated upturn in
residential building.

PR
CONTINUED expansion of su-
\g’bun shopping centers probably

1 expand !’mplnymem. in retail
trade. The d growth of

dunng the year 1063 amounted to
54,200 on the basis of average
monthly tabulations.

ALTHOUGH THE reduction in
unemployment was substantial dur-
ing the year, it fell somewhat short
of matching the employment gain.

force has been declining steadily.
Between 1956 and 1962 the labor
force dcchned more than 235,000.
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reasons for this decline has been
out-migration and shrinkage of
the labor force caused by the low
birthtates in several years pnor
to World War 1L
P

IN 1963, HOWEVER, the trend
was reversed and the labor force
began to move upward to a
monthly average of 10,800. Some
of the young deferring entrance
into the labor forc¢ have complet-
ed their education ‘and better an
opportunities have, resulted in
some net m-m:gnuon This ac-
counts for the fact that unemploy-
ment did not decline as much as
the increase in employment.

The increase of 21,000 in the
labor force from 2,876,000 in No-
vember of 1962 to 2,897,000 in No-
vember of 1963 represents an in-
crease in the total labor force
which includes farm employment
and ngnculturﬂl )obs as well as
non-farm

Ever since 1956 the state’s labor | Afl

activity in the ﬁnzncv, insurance
and real estate fields is expected
to yield additional new jobs.

International recognition has
been given the Michigan Employ-
ment Security Commission’s ef-
forts in the retraining programs
for the State’s unemployed work-
ers. Visitors from Europe, Asia,
a and South America have
visited the MESC to study the
training. projects conducted under
the Manpower Development and
Training Act and the Area Rede-
velopment Act.

By Dec. 15, 150 training pro-
grams had been approved for

million doHars in federal funds. A
total of 4300 trainees have already
been enrolled in MDTA and ARA
training and 2700 have completed
their courses.

Within the next 60 days an ad-
ditional 3000 trainees will begin
training in new programs.

PRI

TRAINING HAS been conduct-
ed in such varied skills as prlctic&l
nurse, dental lab technician, sales
person, meat cutter, stenographer, | ¥
diesel mechanic, screw machine
operator and welder. Programs
ranged in length from two to 52
weeks.

No training project is started
unless the MESC first determines
there is a need for training in a
particular x'kill and a reasonable

ploy
PRI
UNEMPLOYMENT, TOO, con-
tinued to show improvement
throughout the year, varying from

a high of 216,000 in August to a
low of 101,000 in November. The
monthly average of unemployment |

for the
trainee. The MESC then places the
trainees in jobs after training.|

Over 80 per cent of those trained |

haye been placed in jobs.
oo
MANY OF those who received
jobs and new skills from these

Michigan involving slightly over 9|

(Special to the Eccentric) ,

NEW YORK — Financially, the
past year was a good one for most
residents of Birmingham and they
spent their money accordingly.

As a result, retail merchants
had a banner year. Nearly all of
them were able to report substan-
tial gains over 1962.

Sales of cars, food, furniture,
clothing, drugs and other items
were at a high level.

The facts and figures on the lo-
cal spending, performance come
from a natiohwide survey made by
the Standard Rate and Data Serv-
ice. It shows how much was spent

|for various commodities by peaple
in each section of the country.
P

IN BIRMINGHAM, food was in
|a top position. The outlay in this

direction amounted to $22,966,000. |
It covered expenditures in gro-|

cery storés, butcher shops, super-
markets, bakeries and in other
| stores that sell food for home prep- |
|aration and consumption.

Not included was the money
spent in dining and drinking
places.
| The take-home food bill repre-
sented 23 cents out of every dol-
lar spent during the year in all

|of the local retail stores.

If the $22,956,000 food tab were
divided equally among all of the
local households, each one would
have a bill of $2,723 for the year.

o0

ELSEWHERE IN the United
States food bills averaged $1,051
per household and, in the East
North Central States, $1,095.
| Consumer buying strength was
|in evidence in other. retail lines,
also, the SRDS report shows.

Gross sales of automobiles, mo-

torcycles, trailers, boats and other |
y ame to |5 cents of the dollar.

Another good year appears to be |

in the making for the nation’s re- |

automotive equipment
$26,484,000 in the year.

came

to|
It was|.

Survey Shows $22,956,000
Spent for Food in B’ham

equivalent to 26 per cent of all

retail spending.

Department stores and variety

stores carrying general merchan-
dise recorded a total of $1,94%,000,
equal to 2 cents of the retail dol-

lar.
AR

APPAREL SHOPS, includin

those selling hats, shoes and cloth-
ing, sccounled for $13,588,000, or

13 cenl

Stores’ selling home furnishings,
furniture and household equipment
They. got|

had a $4,980,000 year.

lated by the 55 Bir

h

YMCA

workers who were cited recently at an hon-
ors banquet. Bill Beck (left), Y executive
secretary, looks on as Mrs.
chairman of the Y Board, gives Bill Pratt a

John Cowen, Gerald Wood

The Y Cites Its Volunteers

Nearly 100 years of volunteer service was medal in recognition of his nine years of vol-
i unteer swimming instruction he has given
to the Y. Ready to congratulate Pratt, who

led the volunteers in years of service, is C.

(right), general secretary of

the, Metropolitan Detroit YMCA.

tailers,

had in 1963, thanks partly to thy

tax cut, are continuing to spend |

!rcely

most of them[
armed with more money than they |
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CENTAUR FARM STABLES

ADDRESS: 5600 DRAKE ROAD, WALLED LAKE, MICH,

626-9222

ANTHONY B. PRATT  GENERAL MANAGER

the trainces were under 22 years
of age. Unemployed youth form
one of the largest elements of the
total unemployment problem.

For the fpture the MESC is

placing greater emphasis on train-

ing projects for those who lack
prior work experience, such as
youth, and those who because of
illiteracy are unable to get or
hold jobs.

The new bills recently passed
by Congress will facilitate the ex-
pansion of training in these areas,
and it is expected that by July 1
aver 10,000 people will have re-
ceived a new start in life.

St. Louis Graduate

| Carolyn Aste, 1331 W. Maple,
Birmingham, has been granted s

| bachelor of science degree from the
| college of arts and sciences at St.

‘for 1963 was 154,000, the lowent. in programs were fo rmer welfare| | Louis University this June.
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