WINNER OF 11
STATE AND NATIONAL

AWARDS FOR WEEKLY
NEWSPAPERS IN 1964

EccenTaic PHOTO

FROM BASKETBALL TO LAW COURT
David F. Breck, city

Breck: Basketball
Lost to the Law

he

Second in a Series | marricd before
o | school in 1954,
By LARRY EVOE | “Fran taught in Dearborn and
City Editor | we lived in Ann Arbor until I grad-
uated,” he said.
.

IN 1957 Breck joined the firm of
Markle & Markle in Detroit. He
later formed his own firm with
Elmer Dieterle and State Sen.
Farrell E. Roberts in Orchard Lake,
leaving it when he joined the pros-
secutor’s office in February, 1963,
because he was “interested in trigl
{work.”" Later he opened a private
practice in Birmingham, at 199
Pierce. .

The 33-year-old commissioner
! and ‘his family moved to Birming-
ham in 1959. The Brecks have
three children, Kevin, 5, Margaret,
2, and Kathleen, who arrived just
six months ago, They live at 928
Clark St.

#n 1960 Breck was .unsuccessful |
in an attempt to be elected asso-

ciate municipal judge.

entered law

Except for the fact that he was |
more interested in law than basket-
ball, David F. Breck might be
wearing the uniform of a profes-
sional cage team today instead of
being a Birmingham city commis-
sioner.

The rangy, 6-foot-d-inch Breck |
turned down a basketball scholar-
ship to the University of Texas so
he might concentrate on his stud-
jes at Michigan State and later.
the University of Michigan Law:
School.

“I played freshman ball at State
but dropped out because my grades
were slipping and 1 was afraid |
wouldn’t be able to enter law
school,” Breck said.

Now an assistant Oakland Coun-
ty prosecutor, Breck gained an in
terest in law at an carly age in
Der.rmt

..

’ | WHEN THE 1963 election rolled
around, Breck said he had just
about decided to run for the judge-
ship again when a_group of his
neighbors suggésted he try his
uck at running for commissioner.

“They were concerned about the
(See BRECK, 4-A)

City Studies
Troy Request

v

“WE LIVED near the Boule-
vard and Woodward and during
the summer I would go downtown
and listen to cases in Detroit Re-
corder’s Court,” he said

Breck’s interest in the Birming-
ham area also started when he wys
in his teens. |

“There was a boy who lived near
my home who attended Cranhraok
and once in a while I'd visit him,"
he_said.

Breck applied for and reccived
a  semi-athletic scholarship to|
Cranbrook. He later went on tn‘F S
play basketball, baseball and soc or el‘vtce
cer for the Cranes.

During his stay at MSU Breck A request from the City of Troy
met his wife, Fran, and they were to have Birmingham provide sewer
and water service to some of its
residents was referred to the ad-
ministration  for study by city
commissioners Monday night. 5

Patrick H. Hynes, acting Troy
city manager, said his office bad
recently received several petitions
for the improvements from resi-
dents who live in areas that border
Birmingham.

“Providing these

]
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400 in

By LARRY EVOE

Nearly 400 Birmingham young-
sters are spending their summer
vacation in school — learning to
improve their reading ability.

The children, all in grades 1-6,
are enrolled in three reading im-
provement courses being given by
the Birmingham Public School
.system.

The classes which includes an
enrichment course as well as a
large remedial program, are under
the direction of Richard Helser,
summer elementary school head,
and Mrs. Namoni Erdman, reading
consultant.

William Corliss, d-mm of ele-

TO IMPROVE READING

Vacation Time?

School

before summer school started and

recommended by. their teachers to|’

take part in the program.”

“The classes are small and each
child receives individual attention,”
he said, No report cards are given

(See SCH!!ZL, 8-A)

Declare Need

For Sidewalks

Necessity was declared for the
construction of a series of side-
wnlks m the southwestern. section

mentary
the prograi
The hulk ol the students, 304,
are enrolled in a remedial reading
pmgnm.
‘ e

CORLISS DEFINES these stu-|
denu as “y who function |

of Birmingham by city commis-
sioners Monday night.

New sidewalks were ordered
on portions of Cedar, Edgewood
and Southfield. A hearing on the
assessment costs will be held after
construction of the walks has been

two years or more below their ex-
pected reading level.”

He said the expected reading
level is a combination of intelli-
gence plus age.

Although the remedial students
make up mearly one-third of the
total elementary summer school
enrollment, Corliss said they repre- |
sent only 3 or 4 per cent of the
regular school attendance.

“And these do not represent all
of the 7,600 first through sixth
graders who need some type of
reading help,” Corliss said.

DESPITE WHAT seems to be a
large percentage of youngsters
vho need help-with reading, Cor-
iss says, Birmingham’s rate is far
below the national average.

“About 10 per cent of our young-
ters can probably use some type
of help, while on the national level
| about 26 per cent could qualify
| for such classes,” he said.
| In fact the average Birmingham
child is above the national reading
level, according to Corliss.
| “Our 4th grader is a year above
th(- nnhonal level, a 5th grader is

ttle better than a year ahead

\md a 6th grader is a full two
years ahead,” he said.

e
“THIS REMEDIAL program is
an effort to give help to the young-

ster who needs it,” Corliss said.
“All of the students were screened

All of the walks are on side
street property and the cost will be
assessed against property owners
on the adjacent streets.

Under that policy the corner

property owner pays.the highest |
assessment and the amount dimin- |

ishes further down the block.

Several residents living in the
‘Worthington-Southlawn area ques-
tioned the need for a sidewalk on
the west side of Southfield.

o

CITY MANAGER L. R. Gare
said this was the only section along
the length of Southfield that did
not have a walk,

He presented the commission
with photographs showing a-path
that had been worn in the grass
by pedestrians using the block.

Commissioner William E. Rob-
erts said he felt it was in the best
interests of the city to have the
walks installed even though some
of the residents were opposed to
the project.

In another phase of the 1964
sidewalk program, commissioners
ordered the deletion of a project
to repair walkways on the north
side of Dorchewer near Cambridge.

v
GARE SAII) the ldmlmstrntmn asked the township resident wmeel‘

| Back in

the Fold

Two former councilmen—Dr. Douglas J. Wood (right)

and John A. McClanathan—returned to the Beverly Hills
council Monday night to tak
than a year ago. Dr. Wood
McClanathan was elected to
1962, but did not seek re-els
Marvin B. Cline

village because of

e up where they left off more
served from 1958 to 1963 and
one-year terms in 1960 and
ection in 1963. They replace

d John Magee, both moving from the
helr Jjobs.

Trap, Free

Aided by a pretty, female under-

Pontiac man suspected of making |
obscene telephone calls to a town-
ship woman during the past month. |

Although evidence pointed to t,he

reed to let him go because a re-

obscene calls does not take effect
until Aug. 16.

The township has no ordinance
governing such calls.

The man was arrested in an ela-
borate stakeout set up by Det. Lt.
James Keller and Det. Robert
Blonm in which a young woman

od as the recipient of the tele-
phnnc calls.

v
THE SUSPECT had previously

had no objection to the |

walk from the project because it day. She agreed and immediately s

serves only five or six houses east
of Cambridge.

him at a drug at noon Mon-

informed the police.
When the suspect made contact

through our own network of util-
ities would be costly and improb-
able at this time,” Hynes said.
The first of the petitions asked
for both sewer and water facilities
on Westboro Drive on the east
side of Adams, just north of the
Birmingham city limits.

or
HYNES SAID Birmingham
sewer and water lines were already

abutting the subdivision. By DAVE PHILPO
The other petition, he said, was
Amusements 4-E|from the Watts Electric Co., 222| Two committeeg —one to study
Art for Art's Sake 6-D|E. Maple, requesting both sewer |teachers’ salaries and the other to
Arts of Living Page 1-D | and water lines. interview architects — were estab-
Bridge Column 3-D| “Since Birmingham sewer and|lished by the Bloomfleld Hills
Business News 3, 4-E | water lines serving the Ford Motor | Board of Education Monday night.
Calendar of Cultural Events  6-D|Co. and B/W Controller Co. pass| In addition, the board. slected
Church 6, 7-B |right in front of Watts, we would | new ind  approved a
Cly Bat o 7B like to know it you would conslder ssoam ‘budget for 1064.65.
ass| s , 7, 8--E | allowing them to connect onto
Down to' Earth 5D lines,” ‘Hy““ paid, Richard H. MecGraw, former
Eccontricities B Fasalt board secretary, was cf to sue-
Editorial LB| CITY MANAGER L. K. Gare said | Soed, D7 Charles I Bowers as pros-
Natare Now 7D that none of -the property men- |ident; Bowers was picked for the
Obituaries 8-A [ tioned In the petitions was located |Yice President position; Max Mil.
Real Estate D | withi i i ler was re-elected treasurer; and
within the Birmingham city limits Sean Morts icked
Sports, 1,2, 4E|and city policy had been not to|MIs. Jesn Wwes picked a3
Society C, CC | furnish  the . services except in [**CT®HTY:
Suburban Scene 1-CC | special cases. b
Theaters 4-E| Gare said he expected to meet| MILLER WILL BE chairman of
This & b 8-A | with Hynes mnwdwhﬂulﬂlnlmdymnlm-nd
Yesteryear Happenings 1-B | problem. | will be joined by Séw board mem-

by
are (fmm left) Dr. Charles

a1

NEW OFFICERB elected Monday mght
d Hills Board

president; Ricl
of Education

Bowers, vice was re-elected

B’field Hills School Board
Elects Officers, OK’s Budget

bers Mrs. Amylee Chamberlain and
Donald C. Hyde.

Also serving on the committee
will be Supt. of Schools Eugene
Johnson; Asst. Supt. Irvin Menuc-
ci; McGraw; Bob Sadler, a former
board member; and several meh-
ers and PTO Council Tepregenta.
tives, to be named within the next
10 days.

The group will try to come up
with a salary schedule that can be
offered to voters in form of a
millage issue proposal sometime
next fall

“It's going to be a matter of get-
ting our own house in order,” Mil-
ler said. “I think the teachers are
prepared.”

Miller added that any adjust-
ments in the salary schedule would
have to be supported by sound ar:

?'mlt of the suspect, police wer\-i

cently passed state law covering |

Suspect

Of Obscenity Calls

i with the female decoy, he was tak-

cover agent, Bloomfield Township en into custody by Keller and
detectives Monday apprehended a |

Bloom and was driven to police
headquarters ~for

$50 Million

Complex Raises
Concern Here

By DAV}E PHILPO and LARRY EVOE

A feeling of “hopeful optimism” was expressed by Birming-
ham officials Wednesday regarding plans for a $50 million
residential and commercial development in the neighboring
city of Troy.

The major area of concern presently is the additional traf-
fic and service problems that the proposed 2,000-unit multiple
housing complex and two shopping cepters will bring to Bir-
mingham. ¥ /f}z R
_ Norman J. Cohen, execu-|Actiqn is expected at Monday's

tive director of the Biltmore mee&ng‘
Development Co., announ 4
Saturday that the firm would| BIRMINGHAM'S city commis-
build the complex on a' 200- sion will also be asked to okay the
acre site along Coolidge be- boulevard, half of which. will be
tween Maple and Big Beaver. | Within its city limits.

Coolidge is the dividing line be-| “I like the idea of a boulevard
tween Birmingham and Troy city  along Coolidge, but I am not tre-
city limits for about one-third of "‘C“d““;b' enthusiastic about the
| a mile north of Maple. dditfonal traffic that will be

P brought in the area,” Mayor Reh-
| . frew said.
‘ BIRMINGHAM Chamber of Com-| Commissioner William H. Bur-
| merce President Virgil E. LaMarre | gum agreed with Renfrew that the
| said his group is “hopefully opti- development would bring additional
\m,,m about the development. | traffic and service problems to Bir-
f the combined housing and | mingham.
shopping_centers are constructed| He said the county would have
in a‘real quality fashion, they (See COMPLEX, 2-4)

could be an asset to the Birming-

ham-Bloomfield area,” he sai
5 Lots Still
Pose Problem

. .

| Although admitting that he had
|called the township resident “to
make a date,” the man denied us-
ing any obscene language over the
phone.

o0

THE RECIPIENT of the calls,
who has cooperated with police
’during the past month, said the
|first calls were obscene and later
ones were attempts to get her to
meet the suspect.

The new statute, when it takes
effect, will supersede local ordi-
nances. It reads in part:

“Any person who telephones any
other person or causes any person
|to be telephoned and. uses any
vulgar, indecent, obscene, threat-
ening or offensive language, or
uggesting any lewd or' lascivious
act over any telephone shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor.” °

Making an obscene call is punish-
able by a $100 fine, 90 days in jail,

both.

|

“We are hopeful that these Apen«l
For B’ham

ple will make Birmingham thew
nucleus of their activities.
“We recognize the need for
small shopping cen- |
ters in that area and believe the |
housing development will be of the |
same fine quality as Birmingham,” |
LaMarre said. i
, A majority of Blrmingham city
colmissioners are still not satis-
COHEN ESTIMATES that the | fied with what can be or should
apartment complex will ultimately | be done with five lots on W. Maple
house from 6,000 to 8,000 persons |near Larchlea zoned business.
and will be situated on 122 acres| The property, which is owned by
of the 200 total. Mr. and Mrs. Manley Bailey and
The site is T-shaped, he said, Elinor Hack has heen zoned
and the apartments will extend & business since 1937. Recently a
mile between Maple and Big Beaver plan board recommendation to re-
along Coolidge and will face a zone it to residential failed to win
subdivision of homes in Birming- | commission approval.
ham. The commission then had pro-
Cohen said present plans call posed condemning the property,
for & major shopping center at the | pay for it and then sell it with
| Coolidge-Big Beaver intersection |some kind of limitation on its use
and a small shopping center on the | for commercial purposes.
northeast corner of Maple and | City Attorney Dean G. Beier ad-
Coolidge. vised the commission that this plan
. ‘wns not legal inasmuch as condem-
nation proceedings can only be
started for a public need.

o

]

MAYOR CHARLES W. Renfrew

said he was “vitally concerned”
about the impact on Birmingham

Jean Martz, secretary; and Max Miller, who |

. Case Dlemmed
# _J Thorsons Look
: To Quieter Life

For Bob, 82, it will be the end
!of 18 months of apprehension and
uncertainty.
| For his wife Joan, 30, it will be
a reward for having faith in her
husband.

Thorson, 2362 Buckingham, has
been tried twice for the Dec. 4,
1962, slaying of his mother-in-law,
Mrs. Dorothy M. Thomas. Twice
12 member juries have been unable

to reach a verdict on Thorson’s
| guilt or innocence.
Last Thursday the Wayne Coun-
|ty prosecutor’s office announced it

ccanTAIC PHOTO

hard McGraw, presldent Mrs.

treasurer.

would not try Thorson a third time |

| on the murder charge.

Assistant Prosecutor Max M.
Silverman said his office had de-

ided to drop the case against
Thorson in the “interests of justice,
| common sense and decency.”

e

“WE HAVE neither the right nor
the disposition to venture an opin-
| ion as to guilt or innocence in this

1!:!3(- or in any case, as this is with-
DAVID W, Lgy was named by |in the exclusive provinee of uu
McGraw to chair the architectural |triers of daet,” Silverman said.
committee, which will decide who| The prosecutor’s announcement
will build the new schools and ad- Teversed an earlier decision to seek
" | ditions under the $7 million bond a third trial for Thorson.
issue approved by voters June 8. | Silverman said his office had

Also named were Mrs. Martz changed its mind after having a
and Dr. Bowers. ‘week to review the case.

Lee eaid he favored inviting a| “This case was based entirely |yoars
small number of architects “close Upon circumstantial  evidence,”
to home” to come before the com- | Silverman said.
mittee with  their presentations. |
He added that he would telephone |community wi

guments - before any proposal is
placed before voms

lI wru wn.h us O.h.lt

Life will be a little easier for the |
Robert M. Thorsons from now on. |

“We hope this court and the i.m

| residents. |

resi
| “If a neighborhood shopping
center is built at the corner of
Maple and Coolidge it appears it
would not injure, our residential
reas to the west,” Renfrew said.

He added that a good develop-
ment could add to the values of the
Birmingham residential properties
on the west side of Coolidge.

| COMMISSIONERS have now in-
structed the administration to try
to find “other avenues' of obtain-
ing the property.

Commissioner  David F. Breck
said he would like to see what the
market value of the land is and
then look into the possibility of
n(-zntmtmg for the property.

i William E. Rob-

ave
| the Troy City Commission to widen
Coolidge from its present two lanes
into & broad, four-lane boulevard
belween anle nnd Big Buu'cr

Term as B

Re-elected to serve a second one-
ear term as president of the Bir-
mingham Board of Education was
E. Ross Hanson at the annual or-
ganization meeting Monday night.

Other officers are George
Coombe, re-clected to the vice
president’s post; Louise Adams,

cretary, and Bennett Root, re-
| eldéted treasurer.

Salaries for Board. of Education
employes were also boosted from
$150 to $300 yearly.

e

BEGINNING TEACHERS with
a B. A. degree will mow make
$5,250 yearly instead of $5,100,
while the maximum rate was in-
creased from $8,200 to $8,600
yearly.

Tnp salary for a teacher with 12

‘

experience was raised from
w.nw to $10,
ther aalary mlnh-num and max-

increases are:
® Secondary whoul assistant co-

h board ber ugges- | we
tous. member for sugges-| e Proseriod ShL ;
Next year’s budget is $354,507 Silverman stressed, however,

that the case was not closed.
larger than the 1963-64 budget. No | tht the m time new and direct

questions were asked by the audi-
- | evidence is to us by the
;na during t.he hearing before ap (s“ CAl 2A)

$6,037.50 - $12,144;
® Coordinators: $6,993 - $12,480;
@ Secondary school assistant
$7,169.50 - $12,960;
lementary pri
87”’!5 $18,920;
# Junior high principals and ad-

arL'a suggested the City might set
up some type of special assess-
ment district to pay for the pur-
chase of the land.

Hanson Wins Second

of E Head

E. ROSS HANSON

muuuntlve assistant:  $8, 826-

4,640,
+ Serlor high principal: s.13-
5,836

. Dlrecmrv $0,436 - $18,320; and

e Assistant superintendent:
$9,712.50 - $17,280

Re-appointed school auditors ‘was

the firm of Miller, Bailey and Co.,

while B. A. Schettler and Assoc:

ates was retained as the school dis-

trict appraiser.

f Project In Troy-



