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FROM THE BOOKCASE

It’s So Funny,
‘Reuben, Reuben’

REUBEN, REUBEN by Peter
; Lite Brown & Co., Boston,
Fof ittty

Reviewed by
MARIAN TRAINOR

“Reuben, Reuben” is an outrage-
ously funny book!

It is also an cutrageously seduc-
tive one.

Just as the reader finds himself
rolling merrily down the rollicking
road of laughter, he is brought up
short by the realization that there
is something more here than just
bumor. Behind the farce, the
parody, the language play, the
absurd characters and the nutty
situations les the “raison d'etre”
of the book—the uncovering of &
world in which “nobody knows how
to love,” an intimate close-up of
the human botch of mating, a world
in which “the individual prospers
at the expense of the pair.’

THE SETTING for this verbal
equlvllent of silent movie slapstick
is one which the author has exposed
in previous novels—a swatch of
country along the Connecticut |
shore east of New York.

Among the absurdities of this

particular exurbia dwells a Connec- |

ticut chicken farmer, an alien in the
country of his birth. “(I stayed on
at the old homestead and saw the
town where I was born grow from
1,800 neighbors to 20,000 strangers
strangers who regard me as the
outsider).”

Yet while he views the invasion
with quiet ferocity, he also is help-
lessly attracted by the glittering
facade of life as it is led with the
proper status props.

He even adopts their language to
the bewilderment of his down-to-
earth daughter-in-law and her

mother who admit that the phrases
make a nice jingle but are puszied
because the words are meaningless.

SPOTWORTH HAS a pretty
good time of it until he involves his
granddaughter with his new-found
amusement of surveying life as it
is lived around the swimming pools.
It is then that we find that the
story is not all frolic.

McGland who has been enjoying |
the hospitality of a local matron, |
whose husband, a communications’
expert has not been able to com- |
municate at home, takes over Spof- |
ford and the story. ‘

McGland’s horizon is bounded by |
his talent, his thirst, hi in for
convention and his .ppeum lor
women. Spoﬂord'l lovely gran

See BOOK, 8-D)

NEW WAVE IN SCULPTURE GETS FINISHING TOUCHES FROM DON SNYDER
Work to adorn advanced design home in California.

Stainless Steel

Inspires Sculptor

Until just recently a huge piece
of seulpture in stainless
mel sheet occupied the whole of

artist Don Snyder’s
ﬁny workshop-studio.

This sculpture, called “The
Ninth,” curves upward and outward
like an ocean wave, which is just
what inspired it.

Snyder of 1064 Abbey did the
work on a commission from the
Stainless and Strip Division of the
Jones & Laughlin Steel Corp., De-
troit. It is destined to become the
foeal point of exterior decoration
for an advanced design concrete
and stainless steel home now being
erected on the California coast at
Laguna Niguel.

HIS J & L commission is the sec-
ond from a commercial “art
patron.” His 1962 design of a prize-

| An open house (uturmg dis- | & wheel” as well as hand methods.|on a heavy linen twill; however,

| plays of work by students in arts

Basie construction, slip decora-

| other fabrics are often substituted

and crafts classes at The Com-| tion, stenciling, textural methods, |today. The advanced students uti-
| munity House, Birmingham, will| glazing, over and underglazing, |lize “additional ~stitches in _their

be held April 30-May 2.
| Hours for the free show are 12|
{noon to 9 p.m. April 30, 9 a.m. to
;Bpm May 1 and 9 am. to 4 p.m.
Aecording to Karl F. Emmanuel,
Jr., director of educational aetivi-
ties at The Community House, 380
| S. Bates, the following classes will
participate:

CERAMICS or CREATIVE POT-
TERY taught by Mrs. Edith Fos-
ter. Mrs. Foster, with 18 years of
teaching in this field, encourages a
realistic approach to the craft. She
| teaches her students to “throw on'

|and loading and firing a kiln are |projects,

all part of the course.

Included in the show will be|
wheel-thrown pots, bowls, sculp-|
tural pieces and some colorful wall
tiles.

CREWEL EMBROIDERY Mrs.
Jeanne Jacobson is the instructor
for this course. Using the Ericka
Wilson method (which was a fea-
ture in Life Magazine recently),
Mrs. Jacobson teaches her begin-
nlng clul no less than 50 basic
stitc

Crewel embmldery is tradition-
ally done using lightweight wool

many of which will be
|on display.

Some of the items included are
an intricately detailed owl done in
shades from pink to magenta, a
large wall hanging of the Part-
ridge in a Pear Tree, & man’s
adorned with game birds and a va-
riety of wall hangings, samplers
and seat cushions.

DECOUPAGE taught by Mrs.
Marie Mitchell. Dating back to the
17th century, this ancient art was
originated by Marie Antoinette,
who was intrigued with the Japa-

spider web which she will ad

tion. Mrs. Lougee, who lives in Maine, for-

merly designed exhibits at

Institute of Science, Bloomfield Hills. Much

AUTHOR LAURA Barr Lougee sprays a

of the writing
of illustrations
Bug House,”

d to her collec-

the Cranbrook
production.

FROM THE BOOKCASE

of her book and preparation
was done at her studio, “The
near Parsonsfield. Husband

Arthur designed and supervised the book’s

Former Resident Deltails
Web Collecting as Hobby

THE WEB OF THE SPIDER by
ee; Cranbrool
loom field

Laura Barr Lo k_In-
Hij

Reviewed by
CAROLYN HALL

“Spiders are the only animals|

except man to make traps to catch
their food . . . they are the only
ones to make the traps of silk.”

So begins the Cranbrook Insti-
tute of Science’s newest publica-
tion, “The Web of the Spider” by
Laura Barr Lougee. It is a non-
technical but original treatise
revealing the marvels of spider
webs.

The spider’s body, equipped with
bundles of tiny silk nozzles, can
mix a blend of silk suitable for
his needs, i.e., a strong strand for
the all-important drag-line or a
viscous glue to entrap a fly.

One spider spins & web and an-

stickey dmpleu llonz the strand.
B
SPIDERS MUB’I‘ BE clever

beautiful patterns of tensions and
flexibility.
These curious facts describe

man's tiniest in his war

Author
Laura designer
in charge of exhi At the insti-

mere mechanics of gathering and
transporting the fragile construc-
tions absorbed my attention. Soon,
however, the artistry and deco-
rative qualities of the webs became
| a deep fascination, and I collected
webs as other collect paintings.”
“Finally without formulating a
plan, I began what became an ex-
tended study and observation of
living spiers, especially their
habits and talents with silk.”

THE TEXT OF the book is
comprepensive, yet simple, appeal-
ing to both young and older read-

It tells of the spider's silk-
making anatomy, the different
kinds of ailk and the different

A part of the book describes
techniques for eoumnx. preserv-
ing and st — both a
science nnd an ut.

Mrs. Lougee's  exhibits of pre-
served webs are-now on display at
the Institute of Science and will
soon have special showings at the
Carnegie Museum, Pittsburgh, and
the Boston Museum of Science.

Many of the webs pictured in
the book are exquisite patterns
taken directly from the waks them:
te for pho-
volume will
whet your interest to know more
about these small skilled weavers.
The book coald be endlessly longer

nese lacquer techniques.
D simply, is the art of

| cutting, pasting and lacquering pa-

pers. Building up designs, textures
and effects are part of this art and
somtimes 30-40 coats of varnish
are applied to obtain the resultant
mellowing of color tones.

With unlimited il this

Student Display to Be on the House

ident of the Michigan Division

Woman’s National Farm & Garden

Graduate Judges & Teachers.
e

FURCRAFT directed by Mrs.
Reggie Wyatt. Being a designer
and model has given Mrs. Wyatt
the eye for color, form and style
80 necessary in carrying out this
talent effectively.

Her students learn to cut, sew,
stretch, restyle and line their furs,
most of which have come from
diligent searching at rummage
sales.

Mrs. Wyatt's display in the open
house will include fur hats for men
and women, jackets, sweaters,
handbags, boas and belts. Also in-
eluded will be red fox fur collars
made by two Community House
students whose husbands brought
back the furs from a hunting trip.

)

GOLD - SILVERSMITHING &
ENAMELING Mrs. Thelma Ander-
son is the instructor of this craft.
The nri:l‘y o{ mmmh and ap-

art is applied to containers, furni-
ture, trays, table tops and basket-
type handbags, of which a sa
pling of each will be included in the
show.

FLOWER ARRANGING Mrs.
Frances Calhoun taker her students
through the seasonal paces of flow-
er arrangement.

signs using & minimum of ma-
terials while the other classes can
utilize the more abundant fresh
flower supply. Mrs. Calhoun's

even includes the assem-
bling of terrariums and dish gar-
dens as well as dried arrangements.

T i

Etcetera

By ETHEL SIMMONS
Arts Editor

Viva la France? Well, on the
whole, yes. Thayer Soule showed
his color films “Footloose in
France” at The Community House
Friday and Saturday, and these
displayed the country most attrac-
tively.

And while Soule said he enjoyed
the prefilm French menu dinner,
with its entree of chicken in wine,
he related quite casually that he
didn’t care too much for French
cooking.

This remark was only slightly
on the heels of a comment about
the French and dancing made
Thursday afternoon by Tom Pasle
over a cup of coffee in The Raven
Gallery.

‘e
PASLE OPENED April 14 with
his blues and ballads program. He
has lived in Paris and says that it
is a myth about the French and
their great understanding.

When you sing the blues, he said,
they get up and dance. Pasle said

Mrs. Calhoun is the current pres-

winning mobile, done for the Bur-
roughs Corp., was hung in the com-
pany’s offices across the country.

Snyder’s jewelry has had a solo
showing at Detroit’s Verve Gallery,
and several pieces of that work and
his sculpture are in private collec-

tions.

Fo the last 10 years Snyder has
been working very seriously in the
field: of sculpture. It has been al-
most exclusively in metal with a
variety of techniques which derive
as much from the machine shop as
the artist’s studio, it seems.

SNYDER IS deftness itself with
the welding torch, soldering iron,
power grinder and buffing wheel.
But hand work with hammers and
files is important in the finishing of
his works, too.

They may be small or huge. Tiny,
semi-abstract figures stud the
Snyder home.

He has achieved some unusual
effects with skeletal human forms,
using the torch, welding rod and
solder to- create facial features,
ting hands and bodies that are
quite ‘‘real” without being real at

‘4

in Mru Andernons dlsphy at the
open

Theluded will be gold and silver
(See DISPLAY, 7-D)

all; One:HEHlE mun‘stands weighty
|and firm on his small feet, perfect-
ly balanced without any outside
' support.

FACES OF Snyder’s welded peo-
ple sometimes seem to change ex-
pression while you look at them, as
in the case of his foot-high Don
Quixote.

In others, a blending of various
metals results in contrasts of color
and texture, delicately mingled.
Snyder looks everywhere for his
materials; any piece of scrap metal
may suddenly appeal to him as |
having great potential. As
notes:

l

k

N EARLIER STAGE, WITH WELDING TORCH
B'ham artist and ‘The Ninth’ ocean wave.

“I'm always on the lookout for
old mufflers dropped from passing
cars. They have some of the great.
est possibilities you can imagine.

e texture and partly rusted sur-
taces are perfect for my kind of
‘work."”

Snyder, 38, sells the work of
other artists, as the representative
of a commercial studio, in order to

he | eventually gain his goal of becom.
!ing a fine artist himself.

Her winter classes emphasize de- | §8

|
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Yes, it’s that easy at Michigan Bank

Simply maintain a minimum balance of

$300 and write any number of checks . . .
make all deposits without service cost. If
your monthly balance drops below $300,
pay only 0¢ per check.

If you also maintain a savings account,
remember that Michigan Bank also pays
4% interest . . . Michigan's highest bank
interest . . . paid every quarter on deposits

\remaining for four consecutive quarters.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

MICHIGAN BANEK

Visit our Ilrmln.hun Bloomfield oﬂ'leo at Maple and Lahser Roads




