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Thursday, April 23, 1964

" A Year of Expectations

) Pasking Lot No.

In a'surprising move last week, Bi
ham city - commissioners elected Charles
W. Renfrew as mayor for the 1964-65 year.

It was a surprise in that Commissioner
Robert Page was, generally, expected to
become mayor inasmuch as he had served
as mayor pro tem in the past year. The
assumption was that Page automatically
would be elected mayor by his fellow com-
missioners,

No explanation was given for the action.
Nor is there one actually needed. In fact,
it gives us renewed confidence in this au-
gust body to find that these things are not
done automatically, that there is some

thought and planning behind the selection’

of our mayor.

Furthermore, we agree wholeheartedly
with the choice
of Commissioner
Renfrew as may-
or. He brings to
office with him
the valuable ex-
perience of two _
previous terms as
mayor during his
13 years of serv-
ice on the com-
mission.

For one thing,
the people of Bir-
mingham have
benefitted im-
measurably from
his knowledge in fiscal affairs. Mr. Ren-
frew has saved the City thousands of dol-
lars ini helping to plan the financing of such
major projects as municipal parking lots
and the City’s share in the multimillion-
dollar Twelve Town Drain.

P

IN THE YEAR ahead, Mr. Renfrew’s
talents and knowledge will be needed in de-
cisions concerning the purchase of right-
of-way for the Chester St. widening, con-

CHAS. W. RENFREW

ion of 7
and planning of the peripheral route to
b the central business area.
the respect of his colleagties and others in-
volved in city government for his master-
ful, forceful handling of controversial mat-
ters. He is quite capable of keeping dis-
cussions under mt:r‘*&o i

And while we lookto great things from
Mr. Renfrew, we look back with pride and
gratitude on the service of Comm!
William H. Burgum in his capacity as
mayor in the previous year. g i

P
WITH HIS guidance, the City acquired
land for the mew municipal parking lot,
purchased land at the corner of Woodward
and Forest for improvement of that inter-
section, constructed sewer projects at a
cost of $250,000 and began construction of
the new municipal golf course near Cran-
brook and Lincoln.
We salute Mr. Burgum for his part in
i e ity is

these Th
forever indebted to him. .

As for Mr. Page—though we believe he
could fulfill mayoral duties capably now, we
recognize that another year as mayor pro
tem will help prepare him that much more.
We are sure he will appreciate the value of
added experience.r ¢

AND WE extend our best wishes to
Charles F. Clippert on his election to the
city commission. We urge him to always
keep in mind his responsibility to the en-
tire electorate and to accept the eoopera-
tion of his fellow commissioners and other
city officials in planning the future of our
city.

And while we are on the subject of elec-
tions, let us point out that the day of the

d candidate in Birmingham is at

an end. No longer can incumbents expect
to be re-elected automatically. Rather, they
can look to intensified campaigning in fu-
ture elections. !

Where Does 'Intent’ Come In?

The Bloomfield Hills city election reached
a new high in confusion when the board
of canvassers last week certified the write-
in candidates as winners of two of the
seats up for election.

There were three of the five commission
seats up for election this year. Robert Frye
won one of them. The second two-year term
ended in a tie between incumbent James
Beresford and write-in candidate George
Webb.

The third seat, which is only a one-year
position, went to candidate John Blanchard
who is presently serving on the commission
by appointment.

The tie would have been enough confu-
sion, but when the board of canvassers met
it found that many people wrote candidates’
names in on the voting machines in the
wrong place.

)

FOR INSTANCE, one of the candidates
for city commission received two votes for
constable and 29 votes for one of the two-
year terms, when he was only a candidate
for the one-year term.

The misplaced votes were not counted in
the original totals.

The board of canvassers then decided

that it was. the voters’ “intent” that the
two write-in candidates be elécted; so they
certified their election.

Legally, “intent” may be very important
when one is construing the ctiminal sta-
tutes or determining provisions of a will,
but it has no place in the ¢ertification of
an election. . . .

If the view of the majority of the board
of canvassers were correct, it would be
their duty to determine the intent of the
electors who never got to the polls and
include this in their findings.

AN ELECTION is an absolute thing.
Either a person votes correctly or his vote
is not counted. ’

The board of canvassers does not have

the right to decide whom they.would like |

to be elected.

We feel it is about time that the partici-
pants in this fiasco started to act like adults
and get down to work. 4

There are sewers to be built and paid
for, roads to be paved and many other
things which the city could be doing.

The issue of two-story or three-story
dwellings should-be settled -once and for
all and should not be allowed to delay the
handling of other important.city business,

From The Eccentric's Point of View...

The great dream of the paleontologist is to find
a living fossil. This is not impossible. It occurred
a few years ago when a coelacanth, a fish thought
to have been extinct for millions of years, was
hauled from the sea. A far more exciting possi-
bility is being more or less soberly discussed
these days. This is the remote but not wholly
ridiculous chance that Neanderthal man, known
only through fossil remains, may have survived
in remote mountainous areas of Asia. The theory
is that the so-called Abominable Snowman, re-
portedly sighted in the Himalayas from time to
time in recent years, is none other than Homo
Neanderthalensis, Supposedly this hairy, stooping
fellow became extinet about 50,000 years ago.
But what if, as some scientists suspect, he still
lurks in the 7A
is going to try to find him this summer. We can
Bardly wait,

They say it will take residents.of some under-
developed nations 240 years to attain & standard
of living now enjoyed by the average American.
Still, one thing they enjoy that we dan’t is low
taxes.

.. ¥
Some experts advise Scranton to get into the race
soon if he wants to get W
that he may already be where he wants to be—
Harrisburg, Pa.
)
' Most Americans will agrée with the
that policy must be guided by “the quest for
peace.” The problem is, how do
the quest?
. v
Now .they're making shots out of synthetic
l;lt.hnr. This is considered to be guite a feat for
let. oty

\Call {o Arms

To the Editor:
1 have just finished reading
Ken Weaver's column that was
published in The- Eccentric on
April 2. I found it extremely
interesting, especially the part
concerning the ‘‘storm.”

1 would like to inform you
that you won't have to look into
the skies, as you put it, to see
it. I think that your article was
rather biased, to say the least.

After counting the number of
noticeably run-down houses in
this so-called “slum "

haps what 1 would consider a
slum is different from your
definition.

e

NO, MY neighbors do not live
in $30,000 ranch homes, but
neither are their homes ready
for the city demolition crews.
Most of my neighbors take
pride in what they have, and are
not ready to buy expensive
ranch homes because they are

PEOPLE’S COLUMN

Column on ‘Slum’ Homes
In B’ham Termed Biased

people who know their economic
position and do not try to live
above it.

I have lived in this neighbor-
hood for my entire 18 years of
existence, and I have never felt
it necessary whatsoever to apol-
ogize to my friends (many of
whom come from wealthy
homes) for the condition of my
neighborl

v

I CONSIDER most of my
neighbors upstanding members
of our community, even though
they,do not have two or three
cars sitting in circular drive-
ways. I think that you have
judged our neighborhood quite
unfairly with your rash state-
ments about it being *run-down,

In fact, many families on my
street alone spent the whole of
last summer redecorating the
interiors and exteriors of their
homes.

Furthermore, many of these
people have lived in our com-

munity since the village of Bir-
mingham still boasted dirt
roads, They are people who are
trying to raise their families in
an atmosphere of love, truth and
integrity, even though many of
them do not have the material
means to do any better.

P

IN CASE you might be tak-
ing. one of those Sunday drives
that

ested, pl pay
attention lition of the
roads in your perusal of our
“slum-area” sitoation.

I earnestly request that you
reconsider your nicely uncom-
plimentary statements about the
majority Of homes in this area
of our community. I, too, firmly
believe that there is always
room for improvement; however,
you do not seem to leave any
encouraging basis for such a
project.

MISS FRANCES THURBER
1139 Emmons

Birmingham

PEOPLE’S COLUMN

Links Slum
To ‘Comme

To the Editor:

Perhaps there is a storm brew-
ing. The President has started a
campaign against poverty and it is
surprising and encouraging to find
your columni: him.

Problems
rcial’ Drive

appeal. to those in power to solve
our problems in a manner befit-

ting the rights and dignity of all
men.

dedication to liberty, an appeal to

(Ken Weaver, April 2, 1964.)

As a resident of Birmingham I,
00, am concerned about the slums
of the community of Birmingham.
As a resident of Michigan, I am

and itinerant worker.
1 AM prompted to wril

cation, the problem of slums i3
linked with the allocation of the

te this be-
cause, either directly or by impli-

the inner city of Detroit:
“Take our tired, our poor, our
huddled masses yearning to be
free loaders, The wretched
refuse of our teeming slums,
Take these, the homeless, tem-
pest-tost from me, I lift my
lamp beside the exit door.”

WILLIAM W, PHILLIPS

968 Floyd

Birmingham

Iand for
and industrial use.

At this time there seems to be
“commercia] area” drive afoot.
A slum clearance is also in the
wind. It is left to the reader to
come fo the obvious conclusion that
all would be well if we superim-
posed the “commercial area” over
the slums.

@The Birmingham Ettmtih

H

ik
i
£
i

CEERE
32
3

B -

Lot
B
i
i
]
+
i
E

§
g
i
P
)
EE
iz

Yesteryear

v
Let us not merely inscribe & new

Happenings

th more to

At the Family Theater Wednes-
day, April 29, Daniel Frohman pre-
sents the distinguished dramatic
favorite John Barrymore in the
celebrated co -romance, “An
Citizen,” a trans-conti-
nental romance of comedy and in-
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No matter what society does in the way of laws, rules
or tradition, there will always be a latecomer.

And ironic as it may seem this same society encour-
ages people to not arrive at gatherings on time even while
it condemns those who are late.

I've studied the lateness problem and find that it is
a digease. Most latecomers are not aware of the incon-
venience they cause. It is not usually an overt act.

By the same token the same people are always the
ones that run into the accidents or other excuses which
justify to them their untimely arrival,

BECAUSE IT IS a disease, we should treat th
ple kindly. Maybe we ought to set ikl
up a fund to find out the real reason
they are late-prone.

This will give science an opportun-
ity to tell us that it is related to some
experience in early childhood.

To implement the fund, we tht.
be able to send out little seals to the
contributors to put on the
letters directed to habitual latecomers.

Instead of ristmas or
seals, we could call them New Orleans
seals in honor of that famous battle
that took place in the South a couple
of days after the end of the Civil War,
because the message that the war wi
over was late in coming. .

MR. HOGAN

WE COULD SET up an LA, This group could comfort
the habitual latecomer when he got the urge to be “just
a little late.” It would stand for, of course, Latecomers
Anonymous.

We could get the watch industry to make watches that
were always 10 minutes fast so that the latecomers would
be fooled into arriving on time.

The field and the research is unlimited.

Have you ever noticed that the latecomer is usually
very busy or not busy at all? He or she is late because
there were either too many other things to do or not
enough.

IT IS HIGH TIME that we devoted our energies to ef-
forts that really counted. If we by science and industry
could cut down every latecomer by 5 minutes, we would
be able to accomplish in a 7-hour day that which now
takes 8 hours.

This would give us more time for the things that real-
ly count, like coffee breaks.

To show that my heart is in this movement, I offer
myself as a guinea pig. For some reason I never can be
on time. 1 wonder what happened to me in my youth?

The battle of the teen-agers rages on. Each week new

letters arrive expressing views on the subject.
ere are some remarks from “a very angry teen-ager”:

“_. . First of all, I don’t think you adults understand
what we are up against.

“And second of all, if you did understand you would
try to help us. I know there are some teen-agers that
are beyond help. But because of these few you adults
say all teen-agers are at fault.

“We are not bad in the least; most of us are good kids
underneath. And most of the time we try to help our-
selves. I'm in a crowd where the kids are always getting
into trouble. But if we had some place to go we probably
wouldn’t be walking the streets looking for trouble.

“AND I'D like to give a comment on Mrs. A. Hook's
letter (Page 8-B, April 2 issue of The Eccentric).

“She commented on the fact that her son was shot at
and, of course, she blames it on teen-age¥s. Did she ever
stop and think that it might not always be the teen-agers
at fault?

“It’s most likely the parents’ fault. If some of the par-
ents would take time with their children and instead of
having the ‘I-don’'t-care-what-you-do’ or ‘it's your life-not-
mine-attitude,” we would be better off.

“I'm not blaming it all on the parents; it's partly the
child’s fault. Maybe if they tried to set better examples
for their children we could try to follow them. .

“And last of all, I'd like to say I know that all of you
weren’t angels when you were olr age.

“So, don’t blame it all on us; try to help us.”

o

AND HERE'S another from “a teen-ager in Birming~

“I just read the article by Mrs. A. Hook and I disagree
with her. Did she ever wonder why the Birminghant’
teen-agers run around the streets the way they do? -

“Did it ever occur to anyone that it's because we hava:
no place to go? We would like 8 place just for us kids~
A place where we can go and meet our friends.

“Sure, we expect this to be adult supervised, but we
don't care; we just need somewhere to go and have fun.
1 know quite a few of the kids who are in trouble with the*
police and the reason why they go out and ruin prope:
and just be destructive. o

N W

“THE REASON is usually ‘for kicks and besides there™
is nothing else to do.” I know because I am one of the
girls who are in the so-called ‘hoods of Birmingham.”

“We are not really bad kids; it’s just that Birmingham
doesn’t provide a place for us to go and stay out of trouble.
I'm not blaming the deli all on Birmingham but
it helps a bit.

“These crimes would hurt; they would hurt Birming-
ham if publicized. Our town would get a bad name. But
1 think the crime rate would go down if we teen-agers
had a place to go and stay out of trouble,”




