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The Three Most Qualified

1t is not ushal for The Eccentric to en-
dorse candidates for public office the week
before the election. We try to do this far
enough ahead to give aggrieved parties an
opportunity to answer any questions we
might raise.

Along with this policy we don’t print
letters to the editor about candidates the
last week before the election, so that no
one can raise issues at a time when op-
ponents would not be in a position to an-
swer them.

Even though we have these policies,
every once in a while we have to change
them.

Because both Birmingham and Bloom-
field Hills are having well-contested elec-
_tions, we couldn’t treat both communities
in fairness to all concerned in last week’s
issue, so one city was left for this week.

Inasmuch as we treated the Birmingham
candidates quite exhaustedly last week, we
haye undertaken the job in Bloomfield this
week.

P

THE CITY of Bloomfield Hills offers
pr oblems very different from -those of the
lity of Birmingham, and yet the main
issues in both towns seem to be zoning.

Bloomfield Hills in the last month has
enacted a new zoning ordinance. And we -

feel in the most part it*is a good and well——

needed ordinance. Editorially, we found
fault with one part; that of three-story
multiple-housing units, but we stressed our
approval of the rest of it.

coe .

THIS NEW ordinance seems to have
split the candidates into two camps, which
is unfortunate, because qualification for
office does not rest on one vote, or one like

» or dislike.

There are six announced candidates for
office although only four will appear on the
ballot. Two are waging a sticker or write-
in campaign.

Only one candidate is an elected incum-
bent. He is James A. Beresford. His expe-
rience on the commission since 1948 makes
him the most qualified candidate and we
therefore endorse him,

e
ON THE other hand, while it is every

citizen’s right to run for public office via
the write-in route, we believe this practice
has a tendency to disrupt an orderly elec-
tion.

We feel that if a person is seriously in-
terested in being elected to public office, he
should take the time and effort to be prop-
erly placed before the electorate on the
ballot.

Thus, combined with the fact that nei-
ther George Webb nor Ross Pierce have in
the past contributed to the functioning of
the city government, we find them not as
acceptable.

We take this position because we recog-
nize that the job of being city commission-
er is far more than objecting to zoning.”

THIS LEAVES us with three candidates
for ‘two positions. Since John Blanchard
is seeking the one-year term arising from
the death of Lyman Craig, and his only an-
nounced opponent is Mr, Pierce, we feel
that Mr. Blanchard’s experience on the
zoning board of appeals makes him a more
qualified candidate.

For the other two-year term we feel that
Robert A. Frye is the most qualified based
on his previous experience as a commis-
sioner.

The _remaining candldxte, Edward A.
Schirmer, a long-time resident of the area,
offers, spirit but not experience with his
candidacy.

oo .

WHILE TWO of the candidates selected
were exponents of the taller apartment
unjts contrary to our position, it seems that
some of the other candidates have taken
the view that there should.have been no
liberalization of zoning in the new ordi-
nance which shows a lack of understanding
of the trend of court rulings and zoning
ordinances today.

We feel that the large number of candi-
dates will make the election next Monday
healthy, and we congratulate all of the
candidates for their interest in good gov-
ernment.

We have selected Beresford, Frye and
Blanchard because we feel that they as in-
dividuals have the ni6st o offer to fhe
electorate.

An Experiment in Youth

The Birmingham Eccentric is pleased
with the results of our first symposium on
subjects of interest and concern to area
teen-agers.

We point with pride to the participation
last week of 10 students from nine area
high schools in a discussion on the possi-
bilities and ramifications of a teen center.
Their thinking proved to be on a young
adult level.

City Commlqs:oner William E. Roberts
is to be ted for the leadershi
he is giving the group as moderator. He
deserves publie recognition for his interest
in the young people of our community.

s
MUCH HAS been written and said in

recent weeks about the local teens. Out of

controversy has come a constant h

importance to them. We hope, too, to ex-

" pose them to adult thinking and, perhaps,

assist them in finding solutions to

problems.

]

WE EMPHASIZE that our intention—
at this point, at least—is ot to create a
teen center. We have absolutely no plans
or aims along this line,

Nor do we wish—nor will we permit—
this group of young people to be used by
any group or individual to foster selfish
goals and objectives.

We emphasize, again, that the young
people participating in these symposia are
to serve as a discussion group. Nothing
more,

If out of these sessions there ames a

on a need for communication between teen-
agers and adults.

The Eccentric-sponsored symposia may
well be a bridge along the road to improved
communication. Let us hope so.

However, our real purpose is to offer an
opportunity for these teen-agers to explore
their own thinking on matters of greatest

\

valid y t to 1
teen center, we will give it our enthusiastic
support. But we repeat that this is not
our purpose in sponsoring the symposia.

The first symposium was, in our judg-
ment, a success and gives promise of even
better results in future sessions. We are
confident that much good will come out of
them.

From The Eccentric’s Point of View...

The U.S. cuts $100,000 in aid to punish Britain
for multi-million-dollar business with Cuba.
That'll be about as effective as a $10 fine for
grand larceny.

]

Dr. Benjamin Spock says parents should teach
their children that boys are different from girls,
Oh, well, they'll find out in good time.

A

A cartoon shows Johnson preparing an elephant
for a Texas-style barbecue. The GOP’s hoping for
a miracle that will let the elephant dump in the
barbecuer.

R

The Russians refuse to compromise their stand
on disarmament—which is, roughly: You do it,
'l do it.

Optimist: One who figures the end of February
marks the beginning of the end for winter. Pessi-
mist: One who recalls that winter often swings a
‘mean March punch.
P

Britain and the United States recognize the
new government of the spice lsland, Zanzibar—
thus adding you know what to the international
stew.

Gov. William Seranton ‘of Pennsylvania with-
draws from the New Hampshire race. He doesn’t
seem to regard it as of primary concern.

R

Goldwater attacks administration policy in Viet
Nam. This is one thing he has in common with
Madame Nhu.
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Moment of Decision

PEOPLE’S COLUMN

To the Editor:
After reading your March 19 edi-
torial on the Birmingham Junior
League, of which any organization
would be justly proud, I felt that
one more deed of theirs could not
be passed by without recognition,
My son, Kevin, who has cerebral
p-l.y, attends the Tyler Orthopedic
0. Berkley.
servlén the physically handicapped
children in southern Oakland
County.
e

THREE YEARS ago, the Tyler
Parents Orthopedic Group decided
that these children needed a pro-
gram during the summer so that
they would not regress as far as
their therapy was concerned and
also to provide them with play-
mates of their own kind.
Because of their physical handi-
caps the children cannot keep up
with other children and, thus, sum-
mer is looked upon as something to
be dreaded.
FUNDS HAD been raised by the
parents and suddenly the summer
program had become a reality with
one major problem. The Birming-
ham children had no transportation
to the program.
Public transportation was too ex-
pensive and could not even be con-
sidered. Then, the League came to
our aid.

"o

FIVE DAYS a week, for six
weeks, these women, many of
whom had children of their own,
picked the children up at their
homes in the morning, took them to
school and again returned in the
afternoon to pick them up,

This service has been performed
for two summers and now they a
preparing for the third. We all|
would like to thank these women '

This schoal | husband

Junior League Lauded
For Another Service

for their most invaluable assistance |
| which we never will be able to|
[ repay.

AS YOU so apl.ly stated, “The
Junior League exemplifies com-
munity service in the highest de-
gree.”

This is one more reason why my
and I are proud to be
residents of such a community.

CAROLYN S. DEGEN |
1602 E. Maple
Birmingham

Lists Facits
Concerning
14 Mile Rd.

To the Editor:

The recent article by Township
Editor Dave Philpo anent the pro-
posed 14 Mile Rond extension was
well presented, timely and of in-
terest; but please permit an ob-
servation or two

1. Only half of 14 Mile Road is
in Beverly Hills and this consti-
tutes the northern boundary of the
village. It is a county and state
section line.

2. Owners of property along this
line must be held to have owned

hood of 14 Mile Road being im-
proved as a ' thoroughfare.

3. Riverside Drive has been
taking traffic which properly be-
longs to 14 Mile Road.

4. While we are residents of

(See FACTS, 8-B)

(MORE PEOPLE'S COLUMN
LETTERS ON B8-B)

|

the property subject to the likeli- |

| pointed by the Village Board, as
| Inspector of all water taps for the
|village and will therefore visit
levery house within the Village
|limits, to inspect all the outlets in
| the homes and to snake a report of
the condition of the same.
| L

Mary _Birmingham dre
wondering if the health officials,
|and common council, will see that
clean ice is delivered to customers
as the State Law says. Take notice.
Anyone served with ice delivered
‘by an ice company can enter com-
| plaint if the ice served them con-
itams any filth or loose snow.
| Who can say that our dairy man
| Mr. G. W. Woods is not equal to
the occasion. Besides

ECCenfrlclfles

By HANK HOGAN -

WANTED: Intellj with a
legal background, who l! wﬂlln. to associate himleﬂ
in business with a group of men averaging 52.8 years’
of age, the majority of whom are either farmers, real
estate salesmen or union officials with a high lehonl
education or less. Successful applicant will receive a

two-yenr employment contract. at an annual of

$7,0 C ion may “thig - year, o

Job mc]udes the spending ot -some $1,300,000,000 per

vear. Apply: House of Representatives, Lénsing,

Some of the readers of this corner are aware while

. gthers may not be that the writer wears more than one

For the past four years he has been the representative
for this district in the State Legislature,

He does not plan to seek n—electinn when his term
expires this coming December.

Many people ask him why ‘he plans to leave politics
after garnering the seniority it hfu to chair important
oammltteeﬂ

Many people wonder after seeing
the pomp and circumstance afforded
a legislator at public gatherings why
he would want to retire to the simple
life again.

THE ANSWER u smxple and yet
it’s complex.

Four years ago the legislature, ex- -
cept for the fateful {ear of 1959,
used to meet for a yearly three-month
session in Lansing; giving the legis-
lator a chance to earn a living and

get acquainted with his family the
other nine months.

use of fipancial colla) new
constitutions, tax reforms and financial tgl‘:
month sessions have now become hnl e-month seuwns

What was considered a part-time i’ob is now treated by
the majority of legislators as a full-time job, it .is still
but compensated for at a part-time rate.

A

THIS, OF course, takes the young lawyer or business
executive out of the running, unless he wants to become
a professional politician.

The decision to-leave the legislature, of course, is not
really related to dollars. The low pay is offset by the tre-
mendous ego satisfaction of being a very important per-
son to those who want something.

But it is an alone sport. It is not something your family
can join in. It is a frustrating sport when you work for
what you believe is right and are beaten down by people
who don’t even understand problems other than when
the corn is coming up.

MR. HOGAN

AND YET if all of the young people leave the service,
we will be turning over the law-making duties to the
“negatives.”

There is an answer. - It is to raise the compensation
high enough so that people can be attracted to these posi-
tions on a full-time basis.

But even if we do this we haven’t solved the problem
until we go out and recruit qualified candidates. My want
ad may be a little trite, but it’s now up to the community
to find a good man to fill the slot.

| our people with'a superior quantity
| of absolutely pure cream and milk,
|he now proposes under the firm
name of the Birmingham Cream-
ery to supply all demands this com-
ing summer for ice creams, ices,
ete. His products will be second to
none, absolutely pure and sanitary.
We should never, not one of us, go

City Beat

By KEN WEAVER

outside of the Cream-
ery for these goods.

| .
| 30 YEARS AGO
‘ April 5, 1934

Easter Sunday was a banner day
in the history of nearly all Bir-
mingham and Bloomfield Hills
| churches. Not only did the attend-
|ance at the Easter services this
| year exceed those of the past sev-
er-l years in most churches, but

the offerings set new records as
‘weu At the 11 o'clock service at
St. James Episcopal Church, the
largest congregation ever to at-
tend a service there—320 persons

| "¢ See HAPPENINGS, 7-B)

To the Editor:

The Eccentric of March 19
carried an editorial entitled “The
People Were Deprived.”

Concerned as we all are with
the President’s war on poverty,
I read further to find out who
these deprived people were. I
am disappointed to report that
the editorial wasn't concerned
with poor people at all but with
POLITICS.

Seems these teachers had not
only been telling their students
about civics but some of them
had read the book. They found
out about initiative procedure
and made tenure the subject.

a

TENURE IS a method of forc-
ing fair dismissal policies and
providing a reasonable chance
for the public to know on what
basis teachers are hired, evalu-
ated and dismissed.

What with the union teachers

PEOPLE’S COLUMN
Teacher Prompts Thinking
On State’s Tenure Law

in Detroit petitioning for a col-
lective bargaining election, the
MEA teachers in Detroit peti-
tioning against a collective bar-

gaining eleetion, the civil rights
group petitioning for open hous-
ing and the home-owners group
petitioning for freedom to main-
tain closed housing, not to men-
tion the anti-Detroit income tax
petitioners, it got pretty difficult
to get into the supermarket.

or e

BEING A teachers group, the
MEA people didn't get around to
collecting the necessary signa-
tures until the last minute, but
then they came through to the
extent that the drive went over
the top by about 100,000.
ative in this state places

a measure before the legislature;
only if the legislature fails to
act does it go to the people.

Well, the legislature has act-
ed; but [ was shocked and disap-

pointed to learn that it had done
s0 only under the whip of con-
certed and aggressive lobbying
by the MEA.

ITS ENOUGH to make
strong men weep when the go:
ernor, the majority leader of
both parties and some of b.:lr

It’s time to stir up another storm.

But before I do, I'd like to make it clear that opinions
expressed in this column are strictly those of the writer's
l—they do not necessarily represent the views of the pub-

ishers.

Now, to get on with the storm!

Though hardly anyone ever speaks of it, Birmingham
has some homes that qualify for inclusion in the term
“slum area.”

These poor, run-down, unpainted, deteriorated houses
exist in the southern pomon ol the clty._&ﬂm;nly in,the
section west of ward, ncoln, east of
Grant and north of 14 Mile.

o

ADMITTEDLY, ALL of the homes in that area are not
of :l:;m quality. But that there are some cannot be dis-
put

And there are a few on the other side of Woodward.
For the most part, we ignore these houses. We say very
little about them. I suppose there’s a silent hope that
some day they will disappear and new ones will rise magi-
cally and majestically in their places.

But they are there now. They do exist and are part
of our community, whether we admit it openly or not.

We could go on ignoring them, pretending they aren’t
there; but actunl]y this atmude would only breed more
of the same.

THIS WRITER cannot help but wonder what those
people who so strongly fear the loss of unique and beau-
tiful homes in Blrmingham would do about these houses
in the slum area?

Why are their voices never raised about these homes?
How far are they willlng-{to go in their campaign to “keep
Birmingham residential 7"

most
to this kind of pressure from
such a group.

1 used to think that the MEA
was a nice professional organi-
zation; but when they begin to
actively carry out their own
resolutions, this is going too far.

Why, we've a resolution
on statewide mandatory tenure
for at least 20 years and no one
ever did anything about it be-
fore.

e

IT USED to be that you could

get a job in some of the nicest
(See TEACHER, 8-B)

Are there any suggestions for grew—v these homes,
for remodeling or replacing them W!u!?,x oh where, are
the efforts to elevate this part of our community to meet
the of the rest of it?
The next time you're out for a Sunday drive, you might

take a look at thi A good, long, hard look.

Thenmeupattheslw nndne!!thmillsﬂmn
brewing.

hope to find life on Mars. There’s alwa;

Biolo, the chance
that life on observed humanity tmm afar, is de-
liberately staying out of l,h

P
A commission recommends that all states consider dropping the
minimum voter age to 18. That way there'd be even more voters
to stay away from the polls.

'




