NATURE NOW

Hummingbird Species Abou

Just as the flowering trees steal
the show among the flora of the
bBean, so are the birds most
delightfully conspicuous among its
fauna.

And of the avi-fauna the many
species of hummingbirds are easily
the number one attraction for the
roving naturalist.

Since every living creature seeks
out that habitat which provides it
with the most
abundant food
supply, it is nat-
ural that hum-

mers abound

where there is
such a profusion

Mrs. Frehse

en of our son’s home
we could observe several of these
tiny birds, their quivering bodies
even more vivid than the flowers
they visit.
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HERE WE FREQUENTLY saw
the vervain hummer, the smallest
bird in Jamaica with its chartruse
irridescent body and its brown- nort

potted throat. The smallest bird

In the wnrld is the “bee” hummer start,

of Cuba and the Isle of Pines.

Slightly more than two inches

long, it is frequently mistaken
for & bee, in spite of its incred-
ibly bright plumage;

The streamer-tailed hummer or
so-called “doetor bird,” which
the most spectacular of .hmllmlI
indigenous avi-fauna, enjoys the
distinction of being the island's
national bird.

On memorable trips into the
Blue Mountains we frequently saw
his kind feasting on the great yel-
low bmr:inot the nectar-bearing
flowers of the Agave plant whose
raceme reaches some 30 feet into-
the air.
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THE BODY OF the male doctor
bird is a bright kelly green. His
spectacular “scissors tail” which is
three times the length of his body
is a shining coal black as is his
tufted . His brown wings
show epaulets of black, and his
long curved bill is orange-red.

There are some 200 species of
birds known to Jamaica. Among
these we noted many migrants
which are familiar summer birds
with us, including the oven bird,
northern water thnuh mocking

silent wings.
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the Caribbean are xeomplishod A w,, of petrel called the

However, the J: blue duck and the bright

nightingale has a varied and plm- Jamaican macaw are two of the
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Tonely mountain forests sings a

beautiful and haunting strain. ‘o
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ture was a flock of “Yellow billed” ' goose which was imported from

on the fruits of the
trees.
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steel window frames, iron
grill work doors and terrazzo floors,

GREAT ELOUDS of fireflies lo- |
cally called “peenie-wallies” light
the tropical night with their elfin
lamps. The air is heavy with the

umf a million flowers while
ing pulse of the island’s
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ical day ends suddenly, too sud- *West Long Lake ond Lahser Roads.

denly, .for the transient island
visitor. -

6 Acres To Play In

“Friendly” is the word of which you think. when you enter this 4-bedroom
charmer in excellent neighborhood of towering trees, close to schools. Large
living room with fireplace, den, sep. dining room and nook in kitchen. $17,500.

Model-Like

three bedroom, 2 bath tri-level with storage space to fill a basement. Traffic
free living and dining rooms. Party planned air conditioned family room
with beautiful fireplace, close to Groves High. Gas ht.

but not one blade to cut for the owner of this 2400 sq. ft. 4-bedroom Cape Cod
on wooded INTOWN site backing on park. Breakfast nook and fireplaced
family room both opening to barbecue patio. Kitchen built-ins, separate din-

ing room, gas ht. $35,400.
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Ever Changing View

The ever chanq-mq view from this hill-top quad-level is a rest for tired eyes
and ‘city nerves. 4 twin bedrooms, 3 full baths, sunset facing living room
and early American fire cheered family room, opening on free form barbe-
cue patio. Carpets and drapes. Kitchen built-ins. ' Lake privileges, $33,500.
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