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How To Revive City’s ‘Dead Heart’

* *x *

* k%

If We Will but Listen

In the “People’s Column” letter at the
right, a recent visitor to our city expresses
his views of. Birmingham. They are partic-
ularly valuable to us in that they come
from an unjaundiced eye.

They are free of any of the emotions that
normally might clutter the views of we
who live here. Sentimentality stands in our
way.

Many residents have strong convictions
as to what they like in our city; but too
often these convictions are based primarily
on emotion.

An outsxder may be able to view Bn'-

and its
values much more objectively. Surely, the

outsider can be of help to us in placing into /

proper perspective whatever qualities we
have a3 a community, qualities that should
be protected and enhanced. Let us, at least,
listen to what he says.

IF WE HAVE the quanties which the
author describes in his letter, they should
suggest to our own citizens the need of
doing something to preserve and enhance
them.

To the extent we aré unique and do have
worthwhile attributes, we have a responsi-
bility as individual citizens and as a com-
munity to build upon them; to help pre-
pare a more meaningful future for our
children and their children.

The letter writer compares the heart of
Birmingham tg that which has been as-
cribed to Australia—though he says ours
is dead “in a less final way.”

Ah, then, there is hope for the future.
We can effer some encouragement. Here is
the realization that we can build a more
beautiful city that will be an even greater
source of pride to us than it has been in
the past.

THE AUTHOR credits us with the “val-
uable assets to overcome the undesirable

elements of the status quo.” Let us utilize
these assets, putting them to work for us
in a more positive way.

Let us apply ourselves diligently and
enthusiastically to programs designed to
assure progress for our

We must remember that no eummunlty
ever stands still for any lengfh of time.
Decay sets in and slow deterioration taku
place where neglect prevails.

The only way to make sure that this
doesn’t happen to Birmingham is to plan
for the future, to take steps now to see
that our community values grow rather
than die.
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THE LETTER writer urges development
of a civic center in the heart of Birming-
ham (the general area around Shain Park)
as an urban space that would be character-
istic of all facets of our lives.

Let us, then, give thought to this plan;
to the views expressed by this non-Bir-
mingham resident who cared enough for
our city to tell us what he thinks. Let us
realize that some aspects can be accepted
in their entirety while others must be
modified.

‘We can profit from this outsider’s views
of our city. That he took the time and the
effort to set them down in writing attests
to the significance of.the community values
that we do possess.

We can gain, too, from the opinions of
other visitors to our city. We urge our
readers to invite their out-of-town guests
to express their views in letters to the edi-
tor, as Mr. Kollar has done.

menting projects that will ppreserve and
enhance those things that mean so much
to us.
Tomonvwinonrs,ifnm!or
today.

A Wise Change Was Made

When a civil rights march was proposed
for the Birmingham area, many reawlenm
felt an hension that our
might end up as a focal point of national
publicity, having the same name as a town
in Alabama which has been guilty of not
treating all men as equal.

There was concern that this would
arouse agitation within a community which
as a whole is free from discriminatory
practices.

The local Council of Churches, apparent-
ly to forestall misunderstanding, resched-
uled the march from last fall to Brother-
hood Sunday, Feb. 9, and took steps to
make it a religious procession instead of
a political one.

There has always been some question
of whether political marches win or lose
votes.
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NOW THAT the plans for the march are
complete and next Sunday is the day, we
must compliment the council for a program
that promises to be both inspirational and
effective.

The march has been planned by and will
be made up of local clergy from all faiths
and laymen who wish to make a public
showing that they are not pleased with the

effort that Congress is making in provid-
ing that all men be equal in our nation.
They want this demonstration to be a
witness that they are protesting all forms
of discrimination based on race, color or
creed.
.
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+ THIS PROCESSION is not geared against

. our community. It has arisen because its

planners believe that our residents have
not had an opportunity to publicly profess
their feelings on the matter. And they are
now offering that opportunity to anyone
who wishes to take part. the

Aerial view by City Planner Williom Brown-
field shows part of area which letter-writer
L. Peter Kollar terms the heart of Birmingham.
Shain Park is the open space between the

PEOPLE’S COLUMN

municipal building on the left and Baldwin
library on the right in the far background.
Jacobson's is the building in lh center fore-
ground.

Create An Urban Space
Around Shain Park Area

EDITOR’S NOTE: L.
Peter Kollar, senior lecturer
in architecture at the Univer-
sity of New South Wales and
a practicing architect in Syd-
ney, Australia, recently came
to . Birmi to visit in-
ternationally - known photog-
rapher Baltazar Korab. He
pens here his reactions to Bir-
mingham and his thoughts
on what it could do for its
future.

To the Editor:

Can any visitor's impressions
of Birmingham be isolated from
his image of the surrounding
world? Mine certainly can't.
They mingle with those of the

ir magnet, of
the United States in general and
indeed of the whole world which
we call “progressive” and “mod-
ern.”

In this modern world, places
like Birmingham are numerocus
and from the bird's-eye view
there is little to distinguish one
from the other. The causes and

HAPPENINGS OF
YESTERYEAR WILL
BE FOUND ON 7-.B

processes that brought them in-
to existence are alike, their for-
mal development largely similar.

One would find them around
in England, around

The p will not go th
center of town with brass bands and
wumluzmns.

It will start at the Congregational Church
on Woodward with prayers and end at Holy
Name Church on Harmon, three blocks
away, with a hymn.

gives the community a chnu to exhibit
its true feelings.

Again, we compliment Hu Council of
Churches for its well-planned program of
moderate action and hope our residents ac-
cept “the hand of Christiap Fellowship”
and help in the success of the venture.

From The Eccentric's Point of View...

Harvey Wheeler, a political science professor
who is a co-author of the novel “Fail-Safe,” wor-
ries about other things than accidental war. Just
now be has become concerned about the chance
that democracy is being weakened by a tendency
to give scientists too much of a say in settling
political and governmental problems. This is not
an idle fear. The danger is closely related to that
about which President Eisenhower warned in his
farewell address upon leaving office—the danger
of by a ial complex.
For scientists, more and more, are decisively in-

volved in the related undertakings of industry
il in the

McCormack h—’tvﬁﬁh‘“-ﬂ-
dential succession. Millions af Amsericans not only
want to talk about it, they’d 1ie to see something

about it.
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Melbourne in Australia, around
Hamburg in_Germany, around
Sao Pauto in Brasil, around Milan,

background were caught up in the
industrial age, and slowly en-
gulfed, as if it were devoured by
an industrial giant-town.

Their original pleasant layout,
totally unsuited to the motor car
lost its essential form before it
could finally develop: it gave way
to ribbon-like - shopping along
main communication routes to
gas stations, to traffic congestion,

parking meters and traffic lights
in the center, by un-

meaning and importance goes.
e ranc

related, dimly lit and silent dor-
mitories.

Flat Landscape

But the bird’s-eye view can on-
ly generalize. The close-up, the
worm’s-eye view alone provi
the particular and the unique,
which distinguishes each settle-
ment from every other. The
singular characteristics are the
ones which make a suburb, a
township, a settlement recogniz-
able in its own right within the
over-all picture.

What are, thén, Birmingham's
unique characteristics from the
worm’s-eye view? To answer this
question fairly, it will be best to
discuss undesirable and unfortu-
nate features separately from
those which are valuable and ad-
vantageous.

There are certain inherent dif-
ficulties with which the present
Birmingham is settled for good,
and nothing much can be done
about them. Coming from the
hilly city of Budapest in the first
place, from Sydney in the second
place and en route from San Fran-
cisco in the third place I was
struck by the over-all townscape
and landscape which is flat.

There are po landmarks to
speak of, no vistas to look into
and no views to gaze over. A
traveller coming from afar has
no fixed points to take his bear-
ings.

2 Landmarks

Of course, many cities were
built on flat land throughout. the
history of mankind, but then the
people tried to establish some
verticality in buildings to relieve
the monotonous horizontality of
the terrain.

Needless to say, such vertical-
ity cannot be applied without dis-
crimination ‘as far as purpose,

and
civic buildings were the proper,
natural and meaningful land-
marks in settlements of all shapes
and sizes for the past.
Birmingham, however, could
furnish only twe fixed points for
me: the water tower and a semi-

ing st int
Hunter and
Surprisingly, on my . further
walks I the virgin

River Valley with its surround-
ing hills inspired me ‘to a mo-
mentary vision of houses climb-
ing the slopes ing the

Eccen’rrlclhes
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legislature has made them the subject of
two bills that are now being forcefully debated in the

Capitol chambers,

The first bill proposes that minors be issued a different-
colored driver's license than those who have reached
their majority.

The purpose, of course, is to prevent minors from al-
tering the age on their license in order to purchase al-
coholic beverages.

With dxﬂerent colors they would have to look for some
other ID to altes

THE SECOND BILL is controversial. At the present
time a person can get his driver’s license at the age of 16
if he has taken a driver’s training program.

Otherwise, he must wait until he is 17.

The problem is that children below 17 are consides
juveniles and cannot be brought before any court but
g:e Ji:vmile court if they are apprehended for violating.

e law, L -

And the juvenile court does not convict a child, merely.
supervises him.

THIS MEANS that if a child u 17
tickets, he will be taken before a
but since he won’t be tried and
convicted for any crime, the tickets
will never appear as part of his
driving record.

Thus, if an adult gets 12 points
from too many tickets, he can lose
his license; but this is not so with
a 16-year-old.

The bill before the legislature will *
make 16-year-olds subject to regu-
lar courts for traffic violations.

The opponents say this is bad be-
cause you are treating them the
same way you treat a hardened 3

criminal and you are not giving him MR. HOGAN
the benefit of counseling that might
come from the )uvemle Judge‘u lecture.

four or five

court judge;

BUT THE I’RA('I'ICAL problzm is that the juvenile
judge is too busy to spend much time on mere traffic
violations.

It seems to me that if a child is old enough to drive
he is old enough w be responsible for his own traffic

1‘he syx'.em has allowed many teen-agers to
drive reckleu)y and xllegllly mth impunity.

l‘lj[SNUl‘ub-deu-mmzlmmu it is in most! com-
munities because here 16-year-olds are taken before a
teen-age traffic court which usually treats them Harder

than a regular court would do,
thBut most have not adopted
18
Both of these bills are trying to solve the teen-age
problem. Both seem to have merit.
Baut isn't it too bad that the teen-age problem has to
be solved by laws instead of teen-age responsibility ?

civic and shopping areas built
with coneentrated charm on the
riverside. Perhaps

was founded on the wrong Epet.

Poorly Used

we fly

City Beat

By KEN WEAVER

lz,ooonﬂ-aﬂywdlsmuww
something that we have left be-
hind. It is said that Australia
has a dead heart, since its center
is occupied by a huge

Similarly, on a much- smaller
scale and in a less final way one
could say that Birmingham has
a dead heart, since the area
Bhain Park with its civic
buildings is used practically by
no one and is little more than a
glorified  parking )ot.

ple conq-l on Maple and Wood-
ward, and along these two rib-
bons all the commercial, social

on the total unsuitability of this

arrangement in the motor car age.
Again, the motor car causes

further The intermin-

able atray of parking lots, pri-

vate or public, alike, draw apart

and scatter the buildings, are un-
(See CREATE AN URBAN

SPACE, 5-B)

I met Tke—almost.

The plan of action formed as I sat there watching first
one person, then another walk up to the former Pmldent
and request his autograph.

The occasion was the chubbcunl “Dinner with Tke”
at Cobo Hall in Detroit on Wednesday night of last week.
Many Birmingha.m -Bloomfield area residents were in at-

Thx.s ls simple, 1 thought. All T have to do is walk up
to Gen. Dwight D. , request his

then casually' ask when
was the last time he saw

Kevin McCann.
McCANN, pr'uident of
Defiance College in Defi-

ance, 0., was Ikeq chief

He served under the
general during World
War II, was his assistant
when Ike was president of
Columbia University and
wrote speeches for him
during both his first and
semnd terms as chief of

On Oct. 15, 1953, Pres-
ident Eisenhower deliv-
ered an address at Defi-
ance College as the high-
light of cornerstone-lay-
ing ceremonies for the
Anthony Wayne Library
for American Studies.

He made a plea for greater support of the small,
mvnfdy-endowed colleges like Defiance. I remember the
tumultous occasion rather well inasmuch as I covered the
story for The News-Sentinel in Ft. Wayne, Ind.

e

S0, I THOUGHT, all I have to do is mention the name
of Ike’s old friend and perhaps

GEN. DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER
The man with the famous smile
passed through Bham in 1952

Overcoming a native timidity, I walked rather non-
chalantly up to the two head tables. Standing there at
the end of the aisle between them was a tall, slim, red-
headed fellow.

As soon as he saw me approaching, he began to shake
hisheld.d;l‘."hemual' and his party were eating dinner

to the general
were those seated at the head tables, not janyone from
audience.

And that’s how I met Ike—almost,
(See CITY BEAT, §-B)




