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SECTION B

League, Forum Lauded

Another public service was rendered by
the Oakland Citizens League when it staged
the second anngad Citizens Political Forum
on Oct. 21.

As chairman George J. Fulkerson of Bir-
mingham pointed out, 18 service-commu-
nity ‘organizations cooperated in making
the forum possible. These groups deserve
ition for their part in provid-
for citizens to hear and

ties at one s
More than 600 Oaklaml County residents

attended that sesdton, which fuct attests

to the popularity and worth of the event.

THE OCL also provides a public service
[in its ratings of candidates. Actually, this
is w service for its members which the
league makes available to the public
through the news media.

The league, thus, does the research for
the voters to help- them in determining
which candidates are better qualified.

Here is how the”®CL operates: Its Can-
didate Investigation Committee requests u
biography from each candidate and - an op~
portunity to interview each. It ther rates
the candidates on the basis of 10 points
for education; 15 for experience (business,
political, civie and other activities); and
75 for interview (based on answ to ques-
tions pertaining to the office sought und
current issues). :

TOTAL POINT ratings are
for each candidate, with a
ignation going to the one with the highest
number of points unless his opponent was

s not rated. In that case, the one

then given

given

the numerical ratig and the other is des-’

ignated N.R. (not rated).

When there are no more than three
points separating two candidates for the
same office, “no preference” is designated

That the OCL makes an honest and de-
termined effort to be fair and objective
goes \\nhnul queqwn Yet, there have

has been the use of the
“preferred’™ ratiig. We understand that
the OC L board is-considering whether to
We deem it ad-

After all, if the Imngun desires to be

“preferred” des=

.encountered

Ahave consistently

truly objective, the numerical rating should
suffice. Its members, and the public, can
make their own interpretations.

THE REQU IREMEI\T for a percnn.ll
interview is a good one. If the league is
to rate candidates, it should know thém
personally. Yet, we can see the difficulties
by incumbents who cannot
Meave their office due to governmental bus-
iness. .

To date, this has not been a serious
problem because it has occurred only on
rare occasion. When it does happen, how-
ever, we believe the OCL should consider
the record of the person in office and com-
pare it with the qualifications of the chul-
lenuo .

IN MOST eases, there is sufficient re-
liable ipformation available to permit a
rating of the incumbént; especially if he
has heen in office over a period of time

.Though we believe the league should in
such instances excuse the incumbent from

the persopal interview, this should_not re; ..

lieve him of the. obligation to make un
honest effort to be available.

The challenger should not have to face
what might well be an emotional experi-
ence, partienlarly if it's to be his tirst such
interview, that-is not also expected of his
opponent./”

IN THE P , the OCI.

1 of bt&. « ‘Republican organi
This has not¥heen necessarily so; vet,
understandable that the criticism was m:
in view of the fuct that active Republic
outnumbered the active
Democrats in this county.

However, this picture is rapidly chang-
nd the league has enrolled more Dem-
and is yrging them to be acfive in
the organization. There is a determined
effort to makd the league even more ob-
jective and ngnpartisan than it has been
in the y

We lmlm\e in the purpose and function
of the Oakland Citizens League; we com-
mend it for its political forum and urge it
to continue programs of this type, along
with its ratings, in the future. We see it
as another worthivhile @mmunity
organization that Yleserves

has been -

service
public support.

All for One 3

Last Saturday

night more than 5.000
children celebrated Halloween in downtown
Birmingham., Theyv dressed up, paraded

stuffed themselves with hot dogs and do-
nuts, saw movies—and Ly the expressions
on their faces had a very -pgood time.

While they were so occupied, they didn't
have time to soap windows, destroy prop-
erty or otherwise get themselv
ble.

This celebration didn’t just happen. It
wasn't the result of a fairy godmother wav-
ing a wand.

into trou-

FOR THE 28TH time the chamber of
commerce, ‘merchants and service clubs of
this community rolled up their sleeves and
produced something of which our commu-
nity can be proud. —

Hundreds of adults helped to m.nl»\e it a
success by chaperoning, passing out food,
judging costumes and the like. We also
wish to pay- special tribute to the commit-
tee that worked a month and a hulf
make it a success. And by singling out
some people we can show our readers whit
had to be done to put it across.

to

FIRST. WE WOULD like to salute Pos
master Rollie Reese, who this y
charge of cooking the food, but who
through the years has been the mains
of the celebration. With the ex -eptiun of
last year whiin he was
been at the pots and pans ever
the inception of a locul\elvbmtmn.

Clarence Kraft had the responsibility of
purchasing or otherwise securing hot dogs,
candy, donuts and cider, not only for the
kids downtown but also for the dances at
Barnum, Derby, Berkshire and Seahol

l:0

ay

Y
was in

acted as the parade marshal. The forestry
and public wogks departments provided the
v trucks and maintenance work.

Ross” Wagner directed activities at the
parking lot, a job he has done for many
v

ill Beck handled the complicated job
nf\«!islmrwng the tickets to the children.

DICK ERNST COORDINATED the
PTA’s, for supplying manpower' and
judges.

The school district was well reprmented
Piel who coordinated the re-
quests from the schools, which had their
own celebrations and the dissemination of
tickets and information to the schools that
participated downtown. Also assisting were
Mrs. Carol I)mlmg. Robert Ford and Roy
Vannette, «

Bob Bogan at The Community House
helped with the tickets for children of non-
participatipg schools.

And Knowles Smith and the chamber of
commeyee stafl sent out finance letters and
handledvall of the small details that have
to be done to finalize the program.

THIS COMMITTEE could not_have op-
erated without the wholehearted financial
and physical support of the local mer-
chants. We cannot stress this too much
since we seem to be in an era when local
businessmen are more often criticized than
praised. 7

The celebration was a success—because
all of these groups and individuals worked
together in a community effort. Birming-
ham can”again be proud of itself.

Schools. )

" Bob Faulkner had the job of selecting
and wrapping some 300 prizes and Art
Blakeslee had the responsibility of seeing
that they were passed out.

ROCKY CRAIG WAS in charge of/brnp-
-erties, -which included setting up the food
lines in Parking Lot No. 5.

Darryl Bruestle of the police department
saw to it that routes were cleared of traf-
fic and policemen were stationed where nec-
essary.

Don Martin of the recreation department
sent out flyers, prepared gift tickets and

From The Eccentric's
Point of View . . .

Mississippi Gov. Paul Johnson says Goldwater
“has backed off the states’ rights issue.” Maybe
he's just trying to back into some Northern votes,
S

Motorists will pay $6.5 billigns in highway-user
taxes. Everything about the auto business is big
—f{rom car sales to traffic deaths.

Oceanography may be more important than
the moon. That's good. Russia’s ahead in the
moon race, but our scientists seem to be at sea
a lot.

Gettmg Ready for, Winter

YESTERYEAR HAPPENINGS

e third drag hunt was held by

the’ Bloomfield Hills Hunt Associa-
tion  last  Saturday Thirty-six
horses were entered and practically

all of the riders took the jumps
The week end hunts are followcd
by house parties at the Detroit Au
tomobile € e Lake Club
the Bloomfiel Hills Golf Club.

13Iu(iqm as usual in\Michigan is
p Oakiand
are ne

intensely Republican.
County n/mu Progressive
as strofE as they were
and the entire
¢ ticket is electol |

¥ running from 500 to
* H. Baldwin for County Tr
ind AL 1. Kidder, both of Royal
Township, seemed to get the entire
vote for their township. We should
worry.

Harald Storz, son of Louis Storz,
of Royal Ouk, was accidentall
in the hip by David McCavey while
hunting in the woods north of Roy
al Ouk Oct. 30. The Storz boy
waus in the lead and had just fired
his gun when it is said the MeCay
ey boy tricd to lower the

| of his fire arm. The weapon
discharged and the shot enterc
| Storz boy’s hip, shattering the hip
| bone and injuring him seriously.
‘ 30 YEARS AGO
November 8, 1934

Whatever the rest of the state
do,

and the nation may Birming-
ham remains Re
jority of abput
established ‘on the basis of com-
plete unofficial returns from the

iy five

An uninvited guest proved to be
\ture attraction at the Ha

Jrvvnts in Tus
3

"
ald receiving 173 votes for gov-
to 764 for Arthur J
Other GO candida
top-h

ernor, Lacey

rsery yuu,ng.«ms were pl
their outdoor games. Games

ing

A curfew Jaw to heep boys and ook seeond place on the program

cets at night may ¢
answer o the problem
w repetition of
seen demonstration her

night of ce
resulted in

once as the children flocked

sound their visitor. Mr. 'Coon even

entered the school with the*children
and drank cider from a cup.

lm,l,,,,\ and At a me«ung [‘Lcndn‘ evenihg,
nearly 100 oy spending must of \_nn igham merchants made final
the night By for their “Christmas Pre-
Sthe Oty Commission . e which will be held Monday.
City Manager James W re to Dep. 5, from 7 to 10 p.m. The busi-
cubmit <uch a curfew o fiess committee of the Chamber of
Commerce has been working on
e the idea of a preview to ucquaint
Plans for the formation of a per- vicinity residents with what  the
manent conmi of depositow local  merchants  will  offer for
of the First National Bank of Bir- Christm ho;vhmu
mirigham, which was closed in the
bk As ever 18 months ago

allized in the n
iy «wnm.» to George
Areril, publisher of The Eccentrj
who is calling the group together
in response to popular demand.

15 YEARS AGO

.. PEOPLE’S COLUM

i B~

Sees Domination

0Of Citizens Unit

November 3, 1919
Eleetors of  the Ihrmm;.lldm Bv Repuhll('ans
school district will go to the pol

o decide whether nu-
il embark upon a $3,-
hool building expansion
The proposed plan cal's

To the .
Is it not jrresponsible journalism
to print.ah article on the front

Editor:

program.

f your newsnaper on Oct. 22
for a new $2,714.300 high school at '"'"“ o ¥O . -
Cranbraok and Lincoln, a new ele- | ntitled <Broomfield, Kuhn Win

935,700 on I nn rred Ratings by OCL™? |

o a €75.000  The article would give the im-|

two-room addition o bpth Frank-

pression that this organizatiord is |
tin and Walnut. Luke schools. .

nonpartisan, independent com- |
mittee reviewing honestly the |
| aualifications of candidates running
{in Oakland County.

did not get this impression

‘Scout Leader Study Camping ... 5w ol s

If the more than 28000 Boy
| Scouts and Explorers in the Detrait
Avea Council of the Boy Scouts of
America were asked to pick out
what they considered to be the
most important adult Scout leaders
feeting held in the council, a vast
majority would single out the
Couneil Camping Conference  that
took place. at-the Cha
Scout  Reservation at
Saturday.

The boys would be quick to say
that the thing they enjoy most
about Scouting is camping, and
therefore  the Council Camping
Conference, which was attended
by over 100 key volunteer Scout
leaders who head up the year 'round
camping program in the fourteen
districts of this, the largest Scout
council in the nation, is the most
important  mecting  they could
pick.

James R. Bradburn, chairman of
the Council Camping Committ

Brighton,

Howell *

journalisth. It seemed highly un-
headed up the group of volunteer usual that such-a nonparfisan,

and professional Scouters. Special dependent group” would find only |
puest sp was Russell ‘Turner, two Democrats out of 48 possible |
nuticnal director of the Camping candidates that would seem to be|
and , Conservation Seryice for the well qualified to-rate a preferred
Boy Scouts of Americu | rating.

Now, 1 understand why the

l\r ith
n

Howey, director of " pro- pemocrats of Oakland County feel
services for the local coun- tpat The Birmingham Eccentric
James Merry, camping di- joes not give fair coverage to both
rector, tld the. leaders ahout the octies, The OCL is obviously a
latest developments in the council Republican - donfinated committee
camping facilities, namely, the new that wishes to guise themselves as

Jack Lord Camp at D-Bar- A Scout independents.
Ranch near Metamora, w by Your coverage on the front page
1965 will provide new facilities to implies,your endorsement as welll
boy MRS. BERNETTA MILLER

accommodate an additional

campers at this  1400-acre  year 6624 Brook Lane

“round camp. West Bloomfield Twp.
Merry said that w 1064 was

Letters from readers al-

ways are welcome. But
they MUST be signed, al-
though identities will not
be divulged if the writer
so requests.

ovd year O camping for local
summer and weekend camp
ved indi-
season of
our com-

arg
scou
roservations already re
cate un even greater
camping by scouts in
munity in 1965,
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{S AND CHUNKS

BITS AND PIECES, HU
and no matter how the

The roarback seuson is ove

I‘L\( campaign has probably seen more of this ani-
mal than any other in the last several yvears. This is prob-
ably because it was a personality hght and every time
something was said that hurt a man’s image, one of his
assistants would “roarback” with a new charge against
his opponent. )

COOPERATION
When one of our two amateur theater groups had the
misfortune of a fire destroying part of their playhouse,
the mhel group stepped forward and offered the use of

s St. Dunstan’s was
" at the Village Pla

able to put on “The Moon Is
ers playhouse ’last week end,
le their playhouse is being put back together.

The gesture a fine example of the spirit-of cooper-
ation, but it also engendered jealousy.

When the St. D's people saw the wonderful facilities
that the Players have, some of them thought it wouldn't
be a bad idea to slow down work on their playhouse and
try o use the Village Playvhouse until they were kicked

out.
PARKINGHAM
One ol the Birmingham is
be en Au‘uﬂul of not knowing that there
N ves

s such u word
when voting does have a positive side.
in order to tuke some delinquents off the
rted the “Parkingham Olympies” which is an
all-day athletic affair. The participants are neither the
Juveniles nor the senior citizens we hear about, but that
group that's always gvltmg into trouble knoxtn as the

“not =0 young adult s

The trophy for the rhn really measured more on ca-
Jpacity than ph Al prowess.

To top the Olympics, the “Lord High Commissioner,”
he calls himself, mnled a group the other night to aktend
what they thought was u political rally, and they ended
up at @ local dance studio learning the Charleston.

A good time was had by all, except the ins{ructress.

Last vear
st

City Beat

By KEN WEAVER

One of the most frequently heard complaints of the
election campaign. was that it was an emotional one.

1 submit that this was probably a good thing for the
American peoplesthat it was high time we did get emo-
tional about something once again.

Ever since World War II we had had a “so-what” atti-
tude about government, about freedom, about citizenship,
about pattiotism, about work, sbout responsibil.

And this was not an intelligent or inquiring “so-what”
attitude. Tt an indifferent one. [Jhe emotions were
subdued,

. )

THERE VERE, I helm\c t\\n major reasons for this:
We weggttired after nearly four years of war and we were
being told over and over again that we should make de-
cisions based on reasoning rather than emotion.

Consequentlv, the American people became apathetic,
about evervthing.

If the nomnmnon of Barry\Goldwater did nothmg else,
it aroused the emotion="of the people once again.

Yes, it was a dirty campaignhbut I maintain that some-
thing constructive may vet emerge from it: greater
maturity of the American people because they did indulge
in emotions.

Perhaps now they will rise a little further nﬁove dirty -
polities and will no longer to]erdt,e it.

EMOTION IS a ,nmn]m for thmkmg, Now, more than
at any time since Franklin D. Roosevelt’s election, the
American people are- thinking seriously and intelligently
. of their way of life. It’s not just a cliche anymore.

Now they are seriously concerned about their specific
freedoms—what freedoms were guaranteed by our con-
stitution, which ones we still possess and how fo preserve

em.

I think the American people are probably more con-
cerned about their federal government right now and in
what direction it is Iu-‘uhng than they have been in two
decades.

R

AND 1 BELIEVE this would have come about regard-
less of whether Mr. Goldwater or Mr. Johnson was elected
president.

It was bound to happen because the American people
became emotionally aroused during the emotional election
campaign.

1 submit that this is good for our country, that we will
have a resurgence of power—power of the people which
in turn will restore our power as a nation among nations.

U Thant suggests a Southeast Asia peace formula to President
Johnson. The trouble is, there’s one missing ingredient: a North
Vietnamese yen for peacy

\

The jobless rate declines to a four- -year 1ot
to all but the 3.8 million who are still out of

which is great news

Ribicoff says the House Social Security bill is a
and “a snare and a delusion.”
phrases.

“mess of pottage”
He certainly has a talent for original

The Democrats worked hard to pass the anti-poverty law—and
hope thereby to be nble to echo the Bible's “the poor we have al-
ways with us” on election day.

The Pentagon plans a new global communications system, It
carries a big stick and is willing to speak softly—but it wants to be
heard everywhere.

A man saves his marriage by signing a 31-point reconciliation
program. Now his problem will be to save his sanity.

Deliverable nuclear capacity may diminish 90 per cent in the next
decade, says Goldwater—whose capacity for startling pronounce-
ments has not diminished at all.



