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ART FOR ART’'S SAKE

By CAROLYN HALL

New Teacher
Joins Staff at
—|B’ham YMCA

Martha Fairchild, an art major
who received her B.A. from Rol-
lins Collegs, Winter Park, Fla., in
1961, has begun teaching art
classes at the Birmingham YMCA.

She also attended the Cranbrook
Academy of Art, Bloomfield Hills,
and the Corcoran School of Art,
Washington, D. C, and studied
painting and graphics at the
Fontainebleu School of Fine Arts,
Fontainebleuy, France, and the
Academy of Notre Dame des|
Champs, Paris.

In France she entered two-ex-
hibitions, and on her return to the
United States has shown her works
twice in Washington, D. C., and
held a one-man show of paintings,
drawings and graphics at Arling-
ton, Va.

LAST YEAR SHE exhibited at

Raven Art Gallery, Birmingham,
and also in the summer show at
the Cranbrook Galleries and taught
part-time at the Young People’s
Art Center which is affiliated with
Cranbrook.

While a student at Rollins Col-
lege, she wrote an art column for
the college newspaper and received
an art scholarship and a painting
.purchase award.

Some of her works are found in
private collections in 14 states and
as far abroad as France and Iran.

Miss Fairchild is working with
elementary grade children three
afternoons a week and teaches
a junior and senior high art class
Tuesday evenings.

{
| Primer Prepares

| Your Paint Project

| Always use the undercoat or
" primer recommended by the manu-
facturer of the topcoat you plan
to apply.

Occasionally, one producer’s
primer will not be compatible with
another company’s topcoat, or vice-
versa. For a satisfactory job, stick
to the same brand.

Movie

Guide

Parenteen Committee
Birmingham P.T.A. Council
MOVIE Green Sheet National Legion of Decency
The Prize A-MY A3
Password Is Courage GA Al
Sword and the Stone Al
Goliath and the Dragon A2
Children of the Damned A2

* recommended as superior entertainment especially for children

CODE
GREEN SHEET

These audience symbols are intended as broad guides to seleclmn

o

and do not indicate either

the films to which they are applied.

A Adults
MY Mature Young People

Y Young People (12 years to 16 years)

C  Children (unaccompanied by
GA General Audience

adults)

NATIONAL LE(,]OV OF DECENCY

A-1 Morally U for
A-2 Morally Unobjectionable for

General Pa;
Adults and Adolescentl

A-3 Morally Unobjectionable for Adults

B Morally/O!
C  Condefined
SC A sepdrate classification is gi

bjectionable in Part for All

iven to certain films which, while

not morally offensive in themselves, reqaire some analysis and

s
inter lnd false

to the against wrong

“My child can do better thdn
that!” People announce this with
surprising regularity concerning
abstract art.

“Looks like my kid painted that,”
viewers complain of the flamboy-
ant splashes and distorted shapes
of abstract paintings.

By chance they have put their

fingers on a truth in the matter.
Artists have learned to appreciate
the spontaneous way children cre-
ate. There Is much similarity be-
tween young children and abstract
painters who slosh right in with
wiable freedom.
Painters have discovered that the
line often reflects the emotion with
which it is applied. The abstract
expressionists believe that the emo-
tion of the painter, young or older,
can be transmitted through the
brush, unmodified by stylized in-
tellectual control for the clearest
expression.

“WELL, ANY IDIOT can do
1" you might be thinking. But
try it. If ever you wish to feel the
we.ght of all your adult learning
and repressions try to paint as a
child does.

What in the child is a simple
clarity of expression is often self-
consious or angry paint puddling
with the adult.

That beautiful illusive quality
that children have is lost to most
of them by the sixth grade. Adults
in learning the nuances of expres-
sion have forgotten how to state
the bold simplicities.

This is the tragedy of the state-
ment “My child can do better than
that.” The adult cannot. This vi-
sion is lost to him. Only through
hard work and rediscovery can the
2dult relearn what the child knows
instinctively.

ONE REASON this form o{ ex-
pression is lost to the “
child is because he learns to use a
vocabular of words for expression.
He learns to read, write and com-
municate’ verbally.

Young rhlldren are better at ex-
pressing their feelings in pamt
Language is a very complex and
| difficult medfum of expression.
Art-conscious parents can watch

their children grow through this

A deluxe 50-foot trailer office
is now in service pending
chmpletion of our elegant new

o

ESPECIALLY FOR YOU'IN THE

French Colonial Office.

BIRMINGHAM-BEVERLY HILLS AREA

Now there’s a convenient Metropolitan Federal Savings Office to serve you at
Southfield and 14 Mile Roads. You are cordially invited to visit us and make use of

our many convenient services including insured savings accounts, all

types of mort-

gage loans, home improvement loans, money orders, Christmas Clubs, payment of

all utility bills, and travelers checks. Ample free parking for your con

Compounded and Paid Quarterly

venience.

EARNINGS ON SAVINGS

Savings received by the 10th earn from the 1st. At Metropolitan Federal Savings, you

get 10 full bonus days to get a full month's earnings on your savings.

METROPOLITAN FEDERAL SAVINGS
1 Family

SOUTHFIELD at 14 MILE ROAD

0
10am. 108

sy
358 Nooa— Setdey

Member Federal Savings & Lun Insurance
Corporation, a U.S. Government agency.
Siermber Faderal Home Loan Bank Syster.

v
Other offices in DETRQIT, DEARBORN, UTICA
)

Abstract Artists
Seek Spontaneity

stage of painted expression. Our
son Randy as a preschooler painted
the attic as a large black triangle
mysteriously inhabited with squig-
gles of red, blue and purple.

He can now state easily that the
gettic s a dark and mysterious
place” and draw it pretty accurate-
ly architecturally, but neither of
these more grown-up versions has
the excitement of his first response.

ADULT ARTISTS have taken a
lesson from this. They select only
the essential shape. (Abstract
means to simplify or distill the es-
sence from). Viewers call distor-
tion what the artist calls selection.

As a three-year-old, Randy drew
me with a large round head (eyes,
nose and mouth) and long legs di-
rectly attached. Those were the
essentials: a face to express my
feelings to him and long legs to
“reach the pedals to drive the car.”

Artists, in like manner, elimin-
ate the unessentials. Viewers can
assume they are there to forget
them. Too many details obscure
the main theme.

e

ALL THIS DOES not mean to
say that artists have regressed to
childhood in painting. When their
work is similar it is because the
artist can understand intellectually
and emotionally how the child ac-

By MARY BAHN
Staff Writer

The gears of the ‘Help Ralphje”
(Hedman) movement by the Bir-
mingham - Bloomfleld Metropolitan

amels on steel at the Detroit In-
stitute of Arts until Feb, 9. They
are fabulous.

. -

BRILLIANT COLOR, bouyant
movement, eternal durability and
tremendous in scale, these murals
just beg for a building. Londoners
are rightfully proud of his spectac-
ular mural on the international air
terminal. :

Its the first thing air travelers
see of England. What an introduc-
tion! Wish we had one of his works
here in our town.

e

Metropolitan Club
Spurs ‘Ralphie’ Drive

Club are slowly, but surely, be-
ginning to grind.

Ralphie, the 21-month-old son of
the Ralph Hedmans, 888 Chapin,
Birmingham, is the young man
who faces a life-saving operation
at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester,
Minn,; in order to correct a heart
defect that he has lived with since
bi

THE BABY will be leaving Bir-
mingham within a few days for the
operation in which no guarantee of
success has been given by doctors,
and a four-week stay at the clinic.
His parents will accompany him,
leaving their six other children to
be cared for at home.

Following a story in' The Bir-
mingham Eccentric, neighbors have
m up a lnouly—orwlnued fund

ich now t the

Hedmans' need more than $2,000,
even with the help of social agen-
cu in the county.

This is where the Metropolitan
Club—which means many of our
policemen, firemen and postal em-
ployes—come in.

“So far, no definite plans for a
fund-raising  event
made,” said Birmingham Detective
Richard Chambers, past president

of the club and newly-appointed
“Help Rllphis" chnn-mln.

“WE'RE JUS’I’ omnhlu our
forces now, but a dance in the not-
too-distant future seems likely,”
said Chambers.

“But anyone ‘who would like to
‘jump the gun’ and help Ralphie
now—well, wei, wouldn't really
mind,” said Cham|

am| may renh-d at
the Birmingham Police Dept., and
James Coward, club president, can
be contacted at the Post Office.

Simply spin your dial to MIdwest
41100 and a_professiofally-trained
ad-visor will help you prepare
your message.

complished his effects. The child
is groping, but the adult is deliber-
ate in his selection. The adult work
has the added depth of understand-
ing.

If your child really can “do bet-
ter than that,” marvel at his ability

and encourage it. See if you can
save some of this curiosity and won-
der of vision for him into adult-
hood.

VAN FURNITURE & UPHOLSTERY CO.

RE-UPHOLSTERY
PMIPCOVERS —
‘For
SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
Phone MI 7-2600

Fine Custom Built Furniture Since 1935

DRAPERIES

m':q Al);\?fg:‘,::zn :}?e n"sl‘::,;}:,-,i 999 S. Hunter Blvd., Birmingham u:-f:.-"s:._
Knapp exhibition of sparkling en- | -
= —
Tod Most Dramatic Decorating Idea
ENJOY THE BEAUTY ONLY oday’s Most Dramti o
| WO00D PANELING A BEAUTIFUL NEW
| ' (&mstrong (EILING!
i CAN GIVE Visit our showroom and see the complete line )
| of exciting Armstrong Ceilings on display. -
Cf'llm
| ARMSTRONG TILE SPECIALS
[ 12x12 12x12 12x12
CLASSIC TEXTURED SMOOTH WHITE
, gusmontone | cuswonone |, [, ]
! * White  Acaustical « Washable
; PRE-FINISHED o Small Kole © Washable « 64 Ft. Ctn.
| PANELING AT $3$$ design © 60 Ft. Ctn.
i SAVING PRICES! 593; $1929 $029
£ 3 R . A 60 Ft. Ctn. Iz Per Ctn. 8 Per Ctn.
| PRE-FINISHED GENUINE FREE USE OF STAPLE GUN WHEN
| AMERICAN WALNUT YOU PURCHASE AN ARMSTRONG CEILING.
i NOW—For less than ever before you can buy this INTERIOR FOLDING DOORS
| popular decorating material at the lowest prices N N
| in our history. (Bifold Doors — Complete with Hardware)
» V-Groove—V-Edge Mah. Birch Lourre
| o Genuine Walnut SAI'E 2 x68" ... w1170 13.55 17.35
o Not a second. 26" x 6'8" 14.75 18.75
| SAxE pones $ 3 xe8” 16.45 19.95
| « Compare at $18. 4 x6'8" 23.95 33.25
i Cash
* 1st Quality Panels C:r'ry 5 x68"...23.35 27.50 3595

BATAAN
PANELING

® Bruce Finish
@ Double V-Groove
e4x8

i 57.

Per Panel

MOUNTAIN
BIRCH

® Bruce finish
o4 x 8 panel
 V;Groove

* V-Edge

*10°

Per Panel

NOW ON DISPLAY
WALNUT VIROLA—Y

TWO NEW PRE-

Six-sequence Finish. Walnut Appearance

TROPIC SAND — %", 4 x 8, V-Grooved $§E95
Beautiful Finish for any Decor .

FINISHED PANELS
— AMAZING VALUES
-4 x 8, V-Grooved $Q95

PREMIUM

Birch—%" - 4x8'-A2 ....

Rotary Cut Lavan—3%" - 4x8'—A2
- 4x8' ...
Knotty Pine—%" - 4x8'—A2
White Pine—%" - 4x8'—AA

Walnut—3"

PLYWOODS .

Use For Cupboards, Doors, Built-ins, Hi Fi Cabinets

$13.95
14.25
.. 2695
16.95

2x4s
4. 29
5. 37

LOOSE ROCKWOOL
INSULATION

20 Ib. bag

3" deep.
Bag

All sizes in stock. Save Now!

FOLDING
STAIRWAY

13.45

Sale Items—Cash & Carry.

ZONOLITE
POURING
INSULATION

$‘| 15

per bag

o

LA

Make Attic
Handy for Storage
@ Completely Assembled
25%x54" Opening
Fits Ceilings to 8'9"

16°




