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Convicts Bullt
Many State Roads

Motorists who use the 9,200

| miles of highways in Michigan may

find it hard to believe today that
only 40 years ago Alex J. Groes-
beck won the governorship with a
campaign to “get Michigan out of

t: | the mud.”

But that was the slogan that

f sald
K =552t | nelped elect Groesbeck to office for
oc

three terms in the state whose au-

" | tomobile production put the rest of
the world on wheels. A little-known | ¢

aspect is that prison convicts help-
ed in the road building.
Immediately after being elected,

hem | Groesbeck pushed through a $50

million bond issue to pay for new

%1 ui: highways. And that caused prob- .

lems.

DA

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT rec-
ords show that the state had plenty
of money to build roads, but so few
had been built until then that there

weren't enough contractors to fill |

the expanded needs.

That led the state to use convicts
as_roadbuilders.

Frank F. Rogers, State Highway
Commissioner in 1924, reports that
prisoner laborers built M-10 in
Genesee County, M-16 in Oakland
County, M-14 in Clinton County
and a federal aid project between

inc. | Galesburg and Camp Custer.

Reported Rogers: “Of the 660
prison road workers out, 21 es-
caped. Four of these voluntarily
returned, 11 others have been re-
captured and six remain at large.

PP

“OF THE 660 men used during
the summer but 36 had to be re-
turned to prison. Twelve of them
were physically unable to stand the

' | work and the other 24 went back

for some infraction of the camp
rules.

Today, use of prison labor is out
of the question, according to C.
Laird, the Highway Department's
Bhief construction engineer and &

he
| 38-year veteran of state service.

For one reason, there are not

1 1
in enough prisoners in the state to
meet the need for road-builders.

During the peak of the building
season this year, Laird estimated,

! | some 10,000 men were at work on
| construction while another 8,300

were used for maintenance. Yet,
Michigan’s prison system has only
about 8,400 inmates now.

USE OF CONVICT labor was
discontinued in August, 1930, early
depression. Unemployed
workers had protested that the
convicts were filling jobs that
otherwise would have been_theirs.

ach convict was paid $1.25 a
day for his efforts and the state
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paid the same amount to feed and
clothe him. With incidental ex-
penses, the state was paying $3 a
day for a man’s labor. That was
about what it would have cost to
hire a regular laborer. However,
as Rogers pointed out:

“The saving to the state resulted
more from the hard and efficient
work done by the men than the
saving in dollars and cents through
eir use.”

‘e

BEFORE -prisoners were used
Rogers said, “there were more
than 600 idle men in the prisons
.. and now there are only the
incapacitated.”
Prisoners also operated a state-
owned cement plant near Chelsea
because Groesbeck was convinced
that eement plant owners were
gouging the state with too high
rices.

Today, federal TO-

Drop Shown In U-M Frosh Failures

The. rate of freshman drop-outs

for academic reasons in 1962-68
reached an all-time low in The
University of Michigan's College

of Literature, Seience, and
Arts.
The tage of academic drop-

outs in the entite Literary College
-lmdmvpdhth!dwlltlwdon
record-in the same period.

The 1962-63 rate of academic
loss of freshman was 7 per cent—
thus 93 out of every 100 freshmen
were eligible to continue study in
their 'sophomore year. This
rate has been steadily declining:
compdrable percentages were 8.9
two years ago, 8.9 three years ago,
9.6 four years ago, and 10.4 five

+| years ago.

e

SAYS ASSOCIATE Dean James
H. Robertson of the Literary Col-
lege, “When you consider that our
freshmen are héld to an over-all
‘C’ average, which is a required
minimum for graduation, their per-
formance ié that much more sig-
nificant. Contrary to policies in
many other schools, the College

hibit the ‘wse of conviets for buld.
ing any highway pald for with
federal funds. Furthermore, labor
unions would protest such use,
Laird said.

e
AS MICHIGAN prepares to open
another 75 miles of freeway within
a month, it is interesting to see
whnt Rogers proposed in the year

A may be possible to use 800

prisoners and with them build
nearly 100 miles of paved roads.

“It is expected they will be used
to close a 10-mile gap on M-10 in
Oakland County; complete the
Grand River road, M-16, Lansing
to Detroit in Oakland, Livingston
and Ingham canntiel, about 42
miles; also to e remainder
of the Monroa“l‘olado road, 19.5
miles which will be the new M-10
across Monroe County.”

Dicicinsonks

SEMI-ANNUAL SALE

SUITS—TOPCOATS

I Hart Schaffner Marx
VARSITY TOWNE
GRIFFON CLOTHES

Values to: § 69.95 Now
719.95 Now
89.95 Now
10000 Now

$5970
697°
7970
897 |

HUSH PUPPIES

pigskin oxfords and- slipor

HUSH PUPPIES

sizes and widths.

ROBLEE

Regular 14.99. \

115 W. Maple

Choose from over 200 pair of year
"round oxfords and slipons. Broken
sizes 6% to 13,

16.

Discontinued styles of men's 's and women's

Golf Oxfords for men and women. Dis-
continued styles but good selection of

Black or brown dress oxfords in an ex-
cellent size range. AA to EEE widths,
sizes 6% to 14. (Sizes 13 and 14, $1.00
extra).

ALL SALES FINAL
dpen Thuriday and Friday Evenings

“Birmingham's Finest Selection
of Men's and Boys’ Footwear”

80 *18.80

36.99
*9.99

*11.99

MI 6-8788

SPORT

Values to: $39.95 NOW $2970
1995 Now 397°

5095 Now 497

COATS

20%

* ROBES

e SWEATERS
*. SPORT SHIRTS
¢ COLORED SHIRTS

OFF

¢ PAJAMAS
¢ GLOVES

SLACKS
Regular: $1995 Now °167°

1795 Now 1470

=

does not have a ‘sliding scale’ of
scademic good 'standing.”

The pattern has. been much the
same for the entire College. In

the | 1062-63 the percéntage of academ-

fe_drop-outs for all students was
5.1, compared with 6.7 in 1961-62,
5.9 in 1960-61, 7.2 in 1959-60, and
7.1 in_ 1958-59.

g
- “IN ALL LIKELIHOOD, the
tajof reason for this encouraging
reduction in the number of our
academie drop-outs,” says Robert-

Toss | som, “is the improved preparation

and better motivation of the stu-
dents we admit. The freshman
classes in particular have shown a
steady rise in intellectual achieve-
ment and potential. For example,
88 per cent of freshmen this year
ranked in the upper 20 per cent
of their high school classes.”

Robertson also notes that the ad-
missions criteria for transfer stu-
dents have been strengthened re-
cently. “This factor, added to the
rising quality of freshmen, unques-
tionably accounts in major part for
the declining numbers of students
asked to leave because of unsatis-
factory scholarship,” he says.

Jan: 9, 1964

ALL LITERARY COLLEGE stu-
dents whose records fall below an
aver-all “C” average receive disci-
plinary action of several different
types. The percentage of students
who Treceived ‘disciplinary action
was 12.6 in the fall semester 1962-
63 compared with 13.7 for the pre-
vious fall semester. Comparable
figures for the spring semester
were 99 in 1962-63 and 113 in
1961-62.

The most significant difference
occurred in the number of students
who were asked to withdraw for
academic reasons. A comparison
between 1061-62 and 1962-63 re-
veals a drop of 83 in-the fall and
71 in the spring—in spite of an in-

crease in enrollment, Robertson
points out.
Planned Pattern

Interstate and U. S. highway
Toute numbers are arranged in a
planned pattern. 0dd numbered
routes run north and south while

THE BIRMINGHAM (MICH.) ECCENTRIC

even numbers are east and west.
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Regular

KRESGE'S

oL® NAEMH@HEB

‘“lw‘_d’

CANDYm DY s GUM
e re ’0‘

ALMONDg

Regular: $2.50
3.50
6.50

NECKWEAR

Now #1%9
Now 269
Now 4%

Wabeek Buil Saginaw at I
Pontiac
Open Fri. Nights Open Mon. & Fri. Nights

Gk
Hot Dog and Roll. . .

e

e Assortmen
lngcwolryAuomnon'........

Paddle and Ball, 104, Rubber Cars. ...10¢
Group of 4 Plastic Toys. . 5

=ll F:'In:ohn 104 Pcnly Hats. .
g White Napkins. .
Nail Polish Remover.....

Books

—, BOWLS, CUPs |

AND SAUCERS
73

Open stock dinnegware,

Regular and Iar,
rge cof.
fee cups, bowls, saucers,

BOX OF 8
CRAYOLAS

ing spring flowers.

PLASTIC

Matines, ]iplnesc and
ans i six com
Positions, Up to 6”,

| S LA 1 4
‘ea. 10¢

Save at both Knsg' stores:
and

W. Maple at Henrietta in

Plaza.

at W. Maple, in

& Fri. evenings. Plaza store

S. KRESGE COMPANY

store open Thurs.
n eyecy. avening.

8 &

CHECK & SAVE

AT DETROIT BANK & TRUST

You get more than convenience when you keep
both your checking and your savings accounts at
Detroit Bank & Trust. You get yourself known—and
that's a smart position to be in with your bank.
Makes it easier to borrow, simpler to discuss your
future money needs. When you CHEGK & SAVE
with us, your savings earn 4% in a special one-year
thrift account, or 3%2% in a regular savings
account. We give you a choice of checking plans—
including the special account that gives you twenty
checks for $2.50. So start now to CHECK & SAVE
at Detroit Bank & Trust.

Freel Open your account now aml
. pick up your copy of the ha

booklet, /1,003 Household Hints”

at any of our Birmingham offices.

DETROIT
BANK .
& TRUST

dward: il o

Woodwurd-Oullund Drive-in Office

d-14 Mile o Wabeek Bldg.




