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 League of Women Voters’ Aim —J ust the Facts

Study in Depth
Town, Schools

The League's study program,
the backbone of the organiza-
tion, operates at three levels —
local, state and national. State
and national programs are chos-
en at biennial conventions and
local programs are adopted at
an annual meeting of the mem-

bership.
Subjects which the League
has studied in ‘the past, but

which are no longer on the cur-
rent_agenda, form the basis of
the League's responsibilities.

Thus current agenda and con-
tinuing responsibility programs
give the League a number of
subjects upon which the mem-
bers are sufficiently well-in-
formed and up-to.date to sup-
port, oppose or propose legisla-
tion.

AT ITS canvention last May
the League of Women Voters of
Michigan adopted as its current
agenda a study of public wel-
fare and the relationship of fed-
eral, state and local programs.

The study will look at the
broad areas of public welfare to
familiarize members with both
public and private agencies. It
will then untangle the many
threads to learn to whom and
by whom public welfare services
are provided, whether they are
adequate and who pays the bill.

The study will look at the im-
plications of federal programs
and the relationship of state im-
plementation.
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IT WILL TAKE League
members into the community to
see for themselves as the study
congentrates in depth in specific
areas.

Finally, as in any League
study, the evaluation will pro-
duce . consensus from  which
standards are drawn. From the
standards will come the recom-
mendations for changes, im-
provements and legislation.

The local study item adopted
at the annual meeting of the
Birmingham League is a study
of Bloomfield Township and the
Bloomfield Hills school system.

This is the same type of study
undertaken by the Birmingham
League at the time of its or-
ganization and from which the
book “Know Your Town” was
compiled about Birmingham.

THIS IS AN “in depth” study
of the township government, its
relationship to county and state
government, the services pro-

vided, tax structures and financ- |,

ing. This will pave the way for
future study and action on spe-

cific township issues.
In addition to the local pro-

Happenings
(Continued from 1-B)

asked to conduct the campaign in
the business ditrict. .
;v

, Payment of 4 5 per cent dividend
t5 depositors of the closed First
State Savings Bank of Birming-
ham was announced yesterday by
Charles W. Lee, the receiver. Pay-
ment of the divident was approved
Wednesday afternoon by Judge
Frank L. Doty in Oakland County
Circuit Court. The dividend will
amount to approximately $83,000,
and will be distributed to deposit-
ors in alphabetical order.

Baldwin High School gridders
will get their first taste of outside
competition Friday afternoon when
they open their 1933 schedule by
playing Hazel Park on the Pierce
gridiron. The game is billed to
start at 4 o'clock. As Hazel Park
is not considered dagnerous, the
opening game will offer a good
chance for Coach Miles W. Robin-
son to get & line on his players
and see which of them stand up
best under fire.

15 YEARS AGO
Sept. 23, 1948
Eleven columnar Maple trees,
each from two to three inches in
diameter and protected with heavy
steel wire to prevent damage, are
going to be planted on W. Maple
and Pierce streets, in the down-
town section. Recognizing the
complaints of a number of citi-
zens, that “W. Maple was being
denuded” and made very unattrac-
tive by the recent cutting of sev-
eral aging elms to make way for
the street widening program, city
commissioners decided to spend
$495 to plant the trees.
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Equipping of the new Pierce
field house, now under construc-
tion, reached the two-thirds mark
this week with the announcement
that the Birmingham Sideline
Quarterback Club would donate
$385 to be used to purchase
whirlpool bath. Considered a ne-
cessity by present-day coaches, the

th permits healing treatment of
ches, sprains and pulled muscles
f players in a few days.

gram, the Oakland County
Council, by agreement of the
cight Leagues in the county,
has this year adopted a two-
year study of Oakland County
government.

The study begins with the
county budget to learn where
the money comes from and how
it is spent. It will cover the
role of the county board of
supervisors, the inter-relation
of local governmental units and
will lead to an evaluation of the
efficiency of Oakland County
government.
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THE LOCAL continuing re-
sponsibilities committee is en-
gaged in compiling an informa-
tion booklet on the Birmingham
School system. This project was
undertaken at the request of,
and in coopération with, the
Board of Education.

Another continuing responsi-
bility, although not so titled, is
voter's service through which
the League's effort to help indi-
viduals to be politically effective
is a year-round function.

From the basics up,
voters service committee
demonstrates proper use of vot-
ing machines at state and coun-
ty fairs, complies the familiar

biennially publishes “They Rep-
resent You,”
elected and appointed govern-
ment officials from President to
township trustees.

The League’s current national
program consists of a study of
foreign economic policy and a
study of the United Nations,
both of which will reach con-
sensus this year.

Football Hits
The Spot at
Derby Junior

By TERRY GERMANSON
Special Writer

Football is the big thing around
Derby lately. Probably everybody
in the ninth grade had great aspi-
rations of being on the team earli-
er this week. The competition has
now been limited to 30 boys.

Outdoor band practice is being
held on the athletic field. The
Derby band will march at the Sea-
holm game on the evening'of Oct.
5.

Pre-registration went off
smoothly and proved most success-
ful. The usual confusion on opening
day was greatly lessened.

On the 20th, Derby held an
orientation assembly for the whole
school.

Derby has added numerous new
teachers this year. They include,
Mrs, Hannett, English; Mr. Hick-
man, orchestra; Mr. Innis, Spanish
Mr. Jolly, shop Mrs. Mollz. for-
eign  langu; Mr. Posthuma,
math; sts Wltt English; Mr.
Whlte science.

Derby offers a variety of extra-
curricular activities. The Art Club
and Dramatics Club are just a few
of the many interest groups organ-
ized this year.

e Birmingham Junior Highs
have laid down definite rules on
school attire. Culottes and shifts
with the slits cut too high were
banned. Also, tight pants are no
longer acceptable.

B’field Hills
Plans Fall
Rec. Classes

After-school recreational activi-
ties have been set for elementary
children in the Bloomfield Hills
school district for fall semester.

Beginning Monday, activities
will be scheduled at Booth, Con-
ant, Eastover, Hickory Grove,
Pine Lake, Vaughn and Wing Lake
schools

Activities will be offered at
three levels; for boys and girls in
the fourth grade, girls in the fifth
and sixth grades and boys in the
fifth and sixth grades.

Scheduled for a 10-week period,
the activities will be held once a
week for each age group.

The activities include _soccer,
touch football, basketball, gym-
nastics, tumbling, volleyball and
games.

In all cases, physical education
instructors or other qualified teach-
ers will be in charge of each
activity.

Youngsters may register at the
principal’s office today and tomor-
row. For additional information,
contact the physical education
teachers in the schools or the Rec-

reation Dept. at 646-0244.

a pamphlet listing

the

League Never Takes a Stand
Without Careful Study First

By MRS. GARVIN BAWDEN
President, Birmingham
League of Women Voters

The League of Women
Voters is different from other
organizations because it
aggressively and blatantly
Democratic.

We suspect the founding
mothers must have had a firm
conviction that if the League
was to serve its purpose of
developing an informed and
active electorate it could best
teach by example.

If you are going to have
government by the people you
become involved in all sorts
of checks and balances, meth-
ods of choosing representa-
tives and leaders, methods cf
referendum, and the clectorate
bears a heavy burden of re-
sponsibility and knowledge.
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OTHER molhnd-; of govern-
ment are much simpler and
require litle more than alle-
giance from the mass of
people.

In order to guarantee de-
mocracy in ope
League must bear its burden
of a difficult and complicated
structure. However, this struc-
ture makes it possible for
Leagues in all 50 states to
work independently but under
similar standards-at the local
level and together at the state
and national level.

ere are organizations
abounding to lure every per-
son but it is doubtful that very
many require their members
to decide what they are going
to do; how they are going to
do it; and then, to reach agree-
ment and act.
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THIS IS why League mem-
bers tend to be women who,
either by nature or education
or both, have a highly devel-
oped sense of responsibility.

They are women who are
concerned about schools,
braries, mentally retarded chil-
dren, migrant workers, the
United Nations, and the vast
array of public problems that
Leagues all over the country
have tackled in their 40-year
history.

Some people seem to think
we are a bunch of politicians
(whatever that means). We're
really just housewives who
are interested in teacher’s sal-
aries or the role of the secre-
tariat in the United Nations.
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THE BIRMINGHAM League
will set aside time this fall for

its members to discuss and
decide what they want to
work on at the national level
for the next two years. At
convention in Pittsburgh next
spring representatives from
Leagues all over the country
will make the final decision.

The job of the board of the
local, state and national
Leagues will be to assess<what
the membership has decided,
not to decide for them.

Leagues very often become
annoyed because they can't
take mndn on every issue
that arises. The Birmingham
Lengue is very likely to be
asked for its position on is-
We can only give the
ions on which our mem-
bership has agreed.

the need for a community col-
lege. Therefore we will have
no_position.

Should the issue appear on
the ballot we will print the
proposal and any explanation
of it along with pros and cons
in our Voter's Guide which is
distributed before every
election.

Another organization could,
under its by-laws, ecall its

board together and come out -

in support of or against an
issue. Sometimes only one or
two persons in an organization
can make these decisions. The
League board can only act or
interpret positions on which
League members have reached
consensus.
e

.
LEAGUE members have al-
ready agreed, based on taxa-
tion studies at the state level
which have gone on for many
years, that they are in favor
of a state income tax as part
of needed tax reform. Having
reached this position, every
League in the state, plus the
state board, will be able to act
on this issue.
any organizations are
formed for a cause; they have
already come to a decision and
organize to implement it.
When the cause is over the
organization wanes and per-
haps
Or they depend on the drive
and ability of a few or even
one person. Or they act as
fund raisers and supporters of
worthy causes such as mental
health, muscular dystrophy,
ete.

MEMBERS in these organ-
izations do not usually do re-

search or determine policy,
but give their support to the
decisions of others.

One of the most interesting
things about the League is
that you never know what you
are going to work on next or
where it will lead you. It was
a tax study that finally led
to the decision to work for a
new constitution.

state convention last

spring League members decid-

MRS. GARVIN BAWD!

ed our work for the next two
years would be on public wel-
fare in Michigan. This means
we will seek answers to such
questions a1 “What are the
served by welfare?
- What services are provided?
Are they efficiently and effec-
tively administered? Who pays
for welfare? How did the
welfare concept develop?” and
on and omx

o

TRIPS WILL be taken to
nearby agencies and inter-
views made with those who
work in the field. As the
members became knowledge-
able you can be sure that there
will be many lively meetings
search for answers.

For those who participate
this will be a rewarding and
oftenthrilling moment.

As long as there are women
who believe in working at de-
mocracy the League of Wom-
en Voters will continue to be
an organization dedicated to
serving the public interest
through an informed and ac-
tive electorate.

The ones who gain the most
are the individual members.

Speakers Can Offer Information
On Local or Worldwide Topics

The speaker’s bureau of the
League of Women Voters dis-
tinguished itself "in the cam-
paign for the new state consti-
tution by giving 82 speeches.

This year these same women
are prepared to speak to local
organizations on four timely
topics. To acquaint the commu-

MRS. JOHN BRYANT

nity with the type of speeches
offered by the bureau, The Ec-
centric asked four speakers to
describe their subjects.
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MRS. JOHN BRYANT, 423
Berwyn, will speak on “The
Practical Ideali and will ex-
plain what the League is, how
it works, what makes it effec-
tive and how it serves other or-
ganizations.

She will trace the history of
the League from 1920 when the
women were dubl prac-
tical dreamers when they went
all-out for a child labor law and
again in the ’30s when they
pushed for updating of the pure
food and drug act.

MRS. HORACE Sheldon, 3560
Wooddale Court, speaking on
the topic, “Make Yourself
Heard,” will explain how to
form a citizen’s committee in
order to get things done—wheth-
er it be a stoplight or a new
library.

Mrs. Sheldon points out the
three reasons why there is often
more activity than results:

® Tendency to barge ahead
without adequate information—
on an emotional rather than a
factual base.

® Failure to assess objective-
ly the viewpoint, requirements
and motivations of the opposi-
tion.

® Lack of knowledge of the
governmental procedures and
regulations involved or of which
governmental unit to go to.

oor e

MRS. PETER KEENE, 1764
Oak, will talk about “You and
Your Party.” She will explain
the structure of political par-
ties, where the power lies, who
represents you, how delegates
are chosen or elected and how a
president is nominated.

“The story of the origin and
growth of political parties in
this country is an interesting
one,” says Mrs, Keene, “and one
that is seldom told.

“Even Democrats and Repub-
licans have to agree on the fact
that the importance of political
parties today cannot be over-
estimated, and they attest to the
fact that political activity can
be and is fascinating.”

P

“YOU AND the UN” is the

subject chosen by the fourth

“As I talk to people about the
United Nations, I find that too
many groups tend to be all pro-
UN or all anti-UN. People who
are pro-UN are often vague
when asked why and are often
at a loss to defend the United

Nations against unjustified
criticism.

e

PEOPLE WHO are anti-UN
are generally riled up about
some specific action the UN has
taken and fail to appreciate the
noncontroversial activities such
as the UNICEF milk program

MRS. ROBERT YAN

& S

The experience of participat-
ing in League work con give
a woman a great opportunity
for development of mind and
heart. We know this because
it happens very often.

Cr e
THE LEAGUE has been

known to turn housewives into

rather remarkable women.

Many a husband has reeled
as his wife carefully explained
to him why commodity ar-
rangements can help a coun-
try with a primary product
problem. He thought the on-
ly subjects she was expert on
were car pools and infant
diets.

At this point we must men-
tion a League position of long
standing. Even though we are
not able to include them as
members (maybe some enter-
prising Leaguer will think of
a way) the League is greatly
indebted to men.

They have been great sup-
porters hoth spiritually and fi-
nancially. Since women,
wealthy ones, are notorious
penny-pinchers, we have re-
lied heavily on men for finan-
cial support.

We  have

members  who

Jjoined because their husbands
insisted, May we always merit
the support we have received
from men.

ganization.
in the Birmingham League is
only & little over 300. Consid-

The membership

ering we serve an area of
about 60,000 population it is
plain that women are not lin-
ing up to join.

League work takes time and
patience and study along with
the fun. But we notice that
people are not eagerly flock-
ing to school board rallys (last
June with seven candidates
running for two vacancies, at-
tendance was not much over
100).
Nor are they lining up at
the polls, particularly at the
local level where they could
be best informed.

WE CAN only trust that
there will always be those who
do care, who want to be in-
formed, who want to exercise
their vote, who will work at
being a citizen in a democracy
and that they will be strong

enough and wise enough to
make the decisions.

1t is the League of Women -
Voters’ aim to encourage and
train this kind of woman so
she may be a strong force
for democracy in the com-
munity.

Members
Start Work
In W. B’field

Gov. George Romney has pro-
claimed this week as League of
Women Voters Week throughout
Michigan.

The West Bloomfield League
of Women Voters celebrated
with a community meeting at

the West Bloomfield Library
Tuesday.
Mrs. William Evans, finance

chairman, reported on the re-
sults of & finance drive and the
agenda for the West Bloomfield
League Was discussed.

-

MEETINGS IN October and
November will be devoted to
study of the United Nations and
U. 8. foreign policy.

Locally the Lengue is updat-
ing the booklet “This is West
Bloomfield” nnd hopes to have
it completed by the first of the
year. Mrs. John Hoover is proj-
ect chairman.

All area women of voting age
who are interested in their local,
state, and national government
are invited to attend League
meetings.

or the World Health Organiza-
tion’s anti - malarial campaign,
which are also part of the UN
program.”

Chairman of the speakers

Conservation Men
Sought by State

Members Learn
That Work Can Be
Fun, Stimulating

The program of the League
of Women Voters originates
with its members—stands on
issues and the action to imple-
ment these stands coming from
consensus of the membership.

Because the strength of the
organization is so obviously cen-
tered in the membership, the
League was recently explored
through interviews with seven
local members.

The Eccentric asked each of
them why they joined the
League of Women Voters, what
they have gained from the or-
ganization as individuals and
what they believe it contributes
to the community.
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MRS. DEAN BEIER, a trus-
tee of the Birmingham Board of
Education, joined the League
more than 10 years ago.

“At that time | was rela-
tively new to Birmingham and
the state of Michigan,” she
said. “My husband, a native of
Birmingham, was involved in
local government so I felt the
need to learn more about my
new community.

“When a League member in-
vited me to attend a meeting, 1
discovered this was the organi-
zation that would enlighten me.”

Mrs. Beier said that the most
valuable training she has gained
from theh League is the al
to study a problem objectively.

v

“WHEN LEAGUE members
study Gov. Romney’s new tax
reforms, they will be objective,
listing the pros and cons. Only
after thorough investigation
and consensus of the entire
problem will they recommend
action to support or defeat the
program,” she said

Mrs. John P. ch of Bloom-
field Township is the mother of
four young children, two of
whom are pre-schoolers.

“Two of the basic concerns of
my adult life are the govern-
ment under which we live and
the schools that will educate not
only my children but also every
other child in America,” she
said.

“Because I hoped to learn
how to translate this concern
into effective action in support
of good government and good
schools, I joined the League of
Women Voters.”

SHE SPOKE OF the respect
awarded the League by govern-

MRS. DEAN BEIER
mental and community lenderq
across the nation and wol
from the average citizen in
every community where it
functions.

Said Mrs. Rex, “In its at-
tempt to keep the community
well-informed at election time
and on specific issues all the
time, the League continues to
rouse people to the great need
for the intelligent participation
of all people in government.”

Mrs. James Cameron grew up
in official Washington. Before
marriage she worked as an in-
spector for the Minimum Wage
Board. A member of the League
for 22 years, she was-one of the
founders and first president of
the Dearborn League and has
served on the boards of the
Birmingham and Michigan
Leagues.
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“CARRYING League action
to the i

An open comp
will be held Nov. 9 for young men

bureau is Mrs. William Chew,
991 Brookl v

Troopers Organize

Qrganization of a proposed in-
dependent Michigan State Police
Troopers Association has begun
withi election of four temporary of-
ficers and rough-drafting of a con-
stitution and bylaws, according to
Trooper Howard J. Kelly, of the
Pontiac post, president of the

group. .

in careers as conserva-
tion officers, the Michigan il
Service C d this

permits the
member to share in making the
history of our times,” she said.
“This was particularly true in
the long campaign for state con-

week. Oct. 7 has been set as the
closing date for receiving applica-
tions at ity Lansing office.

The Conservation Department
plans to add 12 men to its field
orce.

Applicants must have a college
degree in one of the natural
sciences, must be 22-20 years old
and at least G feet 10 inches tall.

revision.

“The League can offer the
community speakers on govern-
mental subjects, nonpartison in-
formation at election time and
definite positions on certain im-
portant issues. Since the League
works on a limited number of
governmental problems, the pub-
lic can be confident that these
positions are based on thorough

nonparti
Ship consensus.
oo
“THE LEAGUE has also af-
forded the community leader-
ship from its ranks as it is a
good training ground for wao-
men for public office or other
governmental service.”
Mrs. French McCain, a native
of Birmingham, has been active
in the League since 1951. She is
the mother of four—aged 11
through 18.
Said Mrs. McCain, “My moti-

MRS. RODERICK SPANN

vations for joining were about
half desire to enjoy a few hours
away from the diaper routine
and a realization of how little
I knew about governmental
affairs.

“The League seemed the per-
fect solution to finding stimulat-
ing company and learning at
the same time. The small child
boredom syndrome is now a
thing of the past in my life, but
the League continues to be a
vital part of any opinions I
form about local, state and na-
tional issues.”

P

SHE BELIEVES there is
great satisfaction in participat-
ing in Lexgue activities, wheth-
er as a member of a study
group, a board member, worker
on a voters' service project, or
fund-raiser to carry out the
League program,

rs. Donald Zom of Bloom-
field Hills is first vice president
of the League of Women Voters
of Birmingham. A graduate ar-
chitect, she taught art and
worked as an architect in Min-
neapolis and Seattle before
marriage and her husband’s po-
sition brought her to Michigan.

“While 1 was working, before
marriage, I decided that when
my hours were more flexible, one
of the organizations I would like
to join would be the League of
Women Voters,” said Mrs. Zorn.

oo

“I HAD HEARD that in all
areas of the United States it is
reputed to be a thorough, ac-
curate and active group that is
concerned with issues first, not
party politics.

“The League offers a wonder-
ful method for gaining informa-
tion with a possibility for effec-
tive action. It providse an op-
portunity to meet and discuss
issues with people who hold a
representative variety of all be-
liefs, backgrounds and affilia-
tions. With the same person you
may agree one time and be vio-
lently opposed the next. Minor-
ity opinions are heard thought-
fully, but the wish of the ma-
jority is protected.”
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MRS. RODERICK Spann is
from San Francisco where, be-
fore a series of transfers
brought her to Birmingham two
years ago, she worked in indus-
trial public relations and for-
eign trade. She is public rela-
tions chairman for the Birming-
ham League.

“My husband’s position has
necessitated our being transfer-
red three times in the past six
years; a situation not unusual
among Birmingham families.
Transfer has taught me that the
only way to become a part of a
community is to participate in
its problems,

s

“I JOINED the League of
Women Voters when 1 came to
Birmingham to obtain a window
on the community and gained a
whole new world.”

Mrs. Spann said the commu-
nity benefits from League ac-
tivities in many ways. “The
League provides an informed,
nonpartisan forum for the study
of public issues, for information
on candidates in the Voters
Guide and for a governmental
‘watchdog' service through the
observer program.

“Its. d|sc|plmc! as well as its

(See WORK, 7-B)

n study and member-



