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EDITORIAL

Lack of Money s the Problem

Homer Case, Bloomfield Township super-
visor, has called upon the Roads and
Bridges Committee of the County Board
of Supervisors to support legislation to
increase the share of county road funds
for the improvement and maintenance of
local roads. .

As in everything in government today,
this is a problem of not enough money to
give the service the people demand.

We have in Oakland County federal
roads, state highways, county primary
roads and secondary or local roads.

o

THE FEDERAL and state roads are
easy to identify and are maintained by
state and federal funds.

The primary roads are the more impor-
tant local roads that haven't been given
state or federal numbers, such as Fifteen
Mile Road, Lahser Road, Adams Road, ete.,
which are selected by the County Road
Commission.

All other roads in the area fall into the
secondary or local classification, including
subdivision roads.

Each year the state collects gasoline and
weight taxes from automobiles and trucks,
and puts them in a big pool to be divided
among the state highway system, cities
who maintain their own roads and county
road commissions, who maintain rural or
township road

o

THE COUNTIES have been gelling 25
per cent of this pool. With this allocation
they must maintain both primary and
secondary roads. N

By legislation the state divides this 35
per cent among the 83 counties of the state
on the basis of 25 per cent for local or
secondary roads and 75 per cent for pri-
mary roads.

They have a complicated formula on how
much each of the 83 counties is entitled to,
of both the 25 per cent for local roads and
the 75 per cent for primary roads, but it is
related both to the number of miles of
roadway in the counties and the non-city
population.

NOW COMES the rub. If legislation is
enacted giving a larger share of the per-
centage to local roads, as Mr. Case sug-
gests, and the amount of revenue remains
relatively constant, it means less money
for the maintenance of primary roads.

Most township residents feel that the
local roads are not maintained the way
they should be. But, if there is a heavy
winter, after the snow is cleared from the
streets the local road fund is quite anemic.

IF WE PUT more furds in the local

“fund, it means the pot-holes. will be left

unattended on the primary roads instead
of the secondary rouads.

It’s really a question of what the public
wiants.

What Mr. Case wants for his township
is better roads, but he is caught and so is
the road commission in the old dilemma of
a limited income. .

Probably the real answer is more taxes
or less griping, unless someone can show
how we can more effectively spend the
funds we already collect.

Where Are Huck and Tom".-’

Too many students in the public library!
Amazing as this may sound, student use
of the publie library has become a problem.

Trouble is — both here in Birmingham
and on the national scene—too many stu-
dents and too few materials.

As librarian Jeanne Lloyd of Baldwin
Public Library puts it:

“The library situation today is almost
like the overpopulation in underdeveloped
countries, with too many people and too
little food.”

e

BRIEFLY, THE situation is this:

A teacher assigns an entire class to re-
search a subject. The students flock to the
library ; the first to arrive find what they
need; the rest are not so successful.

At Baldwin, 40 per cent of the books
borrowed during school months are
charged out between 6:30 p.m. and 8:30
p.m. Thirty per cent of all reference ques-
tions asked in the winter of 1962-63 came
from youths of high school age.

EXPERTS GIVE four main reasons for
this modern-day librury problem: The pop-
ulation explosion, emphasis on individual
study and research, emphasis on excellence
and need for continuing education.

Teachers and administrators have done
such an excellent job of stimulating intel-

lectual appetites that there is now a great-
er demand than supply. -
What can be done?

THE EXPERTS say:

Have plenty of materials and implement
more effective controls for their use.

Establish effective communication be-
tween librarians, teachers and adminis-
trators.

Curriculum planning should take into
consideration what materials are available
in the school and public libraries.

Other helpful measures would be a joint
evaluation of assignments and materials
by students and librarians, joint meetings
of teachers and librarians, joint planning
between school and library people to
stretch library dollars to the maximum
and to avoid duplication of effort and
materials.

e

IT SPEAKS WELL for our educational
process that the students are going to the
library in such droves. But let's not fail
them by not supplying the necessary tools.

There is a problem, yes; but it can be
solved by the measures outlined here. The
situation calls for understanding and co-
operation between library and school au-
thorities.

Let’s show the rest of the nation that
we can solve this problem in Birmingham.

From The Eccentric’s Paint of View...

Quiet ballplayers are as apt to make the Hall
of Fame as flamboyant ones. Nellie Fox, the
Chicago White Sox second baseman, is what is
known as “a Wpallplayers’ ballplayer,” meaning
that the professionals often see merit in a man
whom the crowd may overlook. A big leaguer
since 1947, Fox has made more than 2,500 base
hits. Of all the major leaguers on record only 39
had previously réached this mark, and only four
were second basemen. Eddie Collins, Rogers
Hornsby, Nap Lajoie and Charlie Gehringer are
now all in the Hall of Fame, a good omen for
Fox. Of these Gehringer was most like Fox,
unsensational but sure, a hitter of singles rather
than home runs. Of today’s players who ecan
count on reaching the Hall of Fame may be
named Mantle, Mays, Kaline, Musial, Spahn and
Wynn. And prophecy along this line should in-
clude Fox.

0.

The burgeoning of America on wheels is not
merely a matter of simple arithmetic: more cars,
more travel. The traffic problem is a lot more
complicated than that. There are not only more
cars, but we are using, them more. One indica-
tion of this is to be found in this year's vacation
figures. It is estimated that by the end of 1963
almost 100 million Americans will have taken

vacations away from home. Of these, more than
75 per cent will have used cars as the means of
transportation. The trend appears to be toward
vacations longer in terms of both duration and
distance. The average American, it is said, spends
six to eight days away from home. One out of
10 vacationing families travels more than 1,000
miles from home. The cumulative impact of all
this—the pressure on roads, and on traffic control
machinery—is tremendous.
]

That group of 125 boys and girls who raised
much dickens in a big home on Long Island cer-
tainly must have had a lot of what they call fun,
They broke 1,634 windows, a large and beautiful
and most valuable chandelier and just to sort of
even up ‘the fracas, they threw some mattresses,
rugs and miscellaneous furniture on the nearby
beach. Funny thing, too—the rich man who owned
the house and the ditto man who had temporarily
leased it for his daughter's party, didn’t require
the youthful marauders to pay for the damage
they did. What an example to offer the nation’s
youth!

v

Some GOP political experts are writing off

Rockefeller’s chances for the nomination. Others

, are writing off Goldwater's chances of election.

ESTABLISHED IN 1878 °

A Free, Responsible and Aggressive Press
Is Democracy’s First Line of Defense

The Battle of the Ages
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PEOPLE’S COLUMN

To the Editor:

My ninth grade daughter has
brought me a request from the
Birmingham Board of Education
to sign a statement.

When signed, the statement will |
be & promise by her and me not to
violate a certain Michigan statute
relating to high school secret so-
cieties. The statement seems su-
perfluous. Why should we sign a
promise not to break a law?

The law in question carries
penalties for violators.

IF THE BOARD had evidence,
or cven suspicion, that either of us
had violated the law they would
be bound to act.

know, however, that the board
has\no such evidence in our case.
Therefore, having no evidence, the
board can only have suspicion —
suspicion that my daughter or I
are actual or potential lawbreak-

ers.
I resent that suspicion.

Car Brings
Sadness to
Whole Family

To the Editor:

T am writing this letter in the
hope that some person may read
| this and realize the sadness they

have brought into this household.

‘ Last Monday or the early hours
|of Tuesday my lovely ginger-col-
ored longhaired cat was run over
and killed by a car that was going
at an excessive speed. My neigh-
| bors (just a block away from our
home) on whose lawn the cat was
found said they heard a car driv-
ing at abterrific rate and then a
thud.

1 only hope the person will real-
ize that it was someone's pet.

We miss him so much and nfy|
85-year-old mother-in-law is as
grief stricken as we are.

Resents School Board
Sign or Fail Ultimatum

If 1 were merely resentful” I
would throw away the form and
keep quiet, but along with the
demand for my signature comes
the inordinate threat to deprive
my daughter of credit for the
school year if we don’t sign.

oo

SOME CENTURIES ago Mos-
lems, knowing their religion was
the one true one, offered Christian
captives similar alternatives,
namely: recant or die.

The alternatives offered heré are
less drastie, of course, and I doubt
the board can enforce them if the
matter is put to the test.

The key word, however, is
doubt. No one knows now.

e

AS A RESULT, although 1
prefer not to sign the form be-
cause I consider if both inane and
an invasion of privacy, a refusal
to sign hazards a year’s work. The
potential loss is too great.

I would therefore, sign the
statement whether it were true or
not.

EDWARD X. TUTTLE JR.
30801 Northgate Drive
Southfield

—_—
STRICTLY FRESH

Some say that good advice is

often spoken through false teeth.
If you think the words “night”

and “evening” have the same mean-

MRS. JOHN POKORNY
4111 Middlebury
Bloomfield Township

ing, look at the effect they have on
a gown.

| Yesteryear
Happenings

50 YEARS AGO
Sept. 26, 1913
Who has any doubts about the
great future of Birmingham, should
take a walk down Maple avenue
east, and see the three fine dwell-
ings now under coastruction there.
First comes Will Davenport’s home,
corner of Maple east and Adams
avenue. The next house this-way
is being put up by William Berg-
man and will grace the location
and the street. Coming this way a
step further, you will see Charlie
8. Newman’s handsome semi-bun-
galow. Other buidings are going
up all over this burg and we do
grow.
o

Edward Smith Jr., held the lucky
ticket at the lst drawing at the
Family theatre last Monday night
and got $7.00_ in currency. The
“Round-up” drew a large crowd at
the Theatre on Tuesday night. By
7:30 there was standing room only
inside and at 8 o'clock there was
a large crowd outside waiting to
get in. The picture was a grand
affair and was appreciated by all
who attended, and gave them some
idea of far western life.

PR

Chas. Chinader was struck by
north bound fast mail on the Grand
Trunk at 5:15 Monday evening and
died within a few minutes of the
accident. He had just gone to
work that morning after being off
duty for several days on account
of an injured hand. He was 26
years of age and married and
leaves besides his wife, one child,
who live in the north part of town.

30 YEARS AGO
Sept. 28, 1933

With the goal set at $9,500, the
Community House roll call which
is to supplant the annual spring
drive not held this year becauge of
the banking holiday, will begin
Monday, Oct. 9, and continue for
one week, it was anounced yester-
day by Mrs. L. N. Lyle, president
of the Community House Associ-
ation. Members of three Birming-
ham service clubs — Rotary,
Exchange and Lions — will be

(See HAPPENINGS, 4-B)

THE GOLDEN YEARS

Here are some useful guide lines
for. retirement:

ty office at once. It may take weeks
for your claim to be processed. It
may take longer if you have been
lying about your age. You may
also have to furnish proof of your
marriage.

Go to the front office, if you
haven't been yet, and pin down in
facts and figfiures exactly when
your first pension check will ar-
rive, how much it will be, and
whether your wife will get any-
thing from the pension if you die
in six months, three years, or 15
years. Determine whether your
group life insurance and health
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insurance policies will be canceled
on retil “

Examine your life insurance pol-
icies and the various plans for con-
verting into something more suit-
able for retirement. If you can,
something that will require no
more premium payments. Check
your group health insurance pol-

Get on over to the Social Securi- |

icy. Ask the insurance company
about a disaster health policy.

PREPARE FOR an emotional
shock about a week after retire-
ment when nobody has phoned
from the company to ask your ad-
vice on something . .. when nobody
has phoned for anything. And
while you're preparing you might
as well tell the phone company to
put in a four-party line. You aren’t
going to be getting many calls
hereafter. Neither is your wife
when her friends learn you are
at_home.

Pick a cemetery convenient to
the people you hope will visit it,
and buy a lot. Then write out your
wishes on the type funeral you will
want. Then forget that morbid
business.

File two copies of your birth
certificate and your marriage cer-
tificate with your valued papers.

Start writing letters to your
children. Itll shock them, since
they've had no letters from home
except from Mama in the last 26

| years. But they'll like the idea,
and it will be the start of the “re-
| cultivation” of your offspring who,
lin the end, will be your greatest
|joy in_retirement. ~Once-a-week
letters would be about right. Let
the children know you are going
to be all right in retirement.

s

MAKE A WILL, if you haven't.
Make it with the help of a lawyer.
Make it with the view that you
may move to another state, which
may have different laws on wills.
Make it with the intention that
you and Mama are going to spend
most of what you have on your
retirement.

If your retirement income will
be $200 a month you can get by,
with care. People all over are do-
ing it. Anything above $200 a
month is pleasure money.

Get your investments settled,
and out of your hair. You might
consider mutual funds or insured
accounts in a bank or savings and
loan association. Be content with
about four per cent return.

Eccentricities

By HANK HOGAN

.

In recent weeks home wayward teen-agers have made
the front page of our fair paper because of the manner
in which they operate their automobiles on one of cur
more heavily trafficked roadways.

Qur city editor, Larry Evoe, is credited with the ex-
pression “Woodwarding” which has been picked up by
the Detroit dailies and converted from a local problem
into a national crime.

As a matter of fact, I wouldn’t be surprised if U.S.
Senator John McClellan didn’t bring his crime subcom-
mittee into this area to investigate speeding on federal
highways, as soon as he has milked the publicity out of
the “Cosa Nostra” investigation.

PP

A FEW teenagers In every generation have made
headlines while the vast majority of them sit home and
take the consequences.

1 was very sympathetic to this problem until last
Thursday night, when my spouse and- 1 heard a tre-
mendous bang outside.

The next morning we found our mail box spread all
over the countryside.

In the process of replacing the mailbox, we discovered
that we were not unique in having to buy a new one, It
seems that with the stress on Woodwarding, the teen-
agers have been forced to the backroads and started
“mailboxing” (remember, you first heard the term right
here, when it is stolen by our competitors).

THE FINE ART of mailboxing includes a fast car, a
lonely mailbox, one cherry bomb (a powerful firecracker),
a match and two fast hands.

You drive up to the mailbox, open the front, place the
cherry bomb inside, light the bomb, close the door and
speed away before the bomb goes off.

The amount of destruction is unbelievable. The back
of the mailbox blows out and in our case the whole mail-
box was ripped apart and blown clear of the post.

The fact this is a federal offense only makes it more
of a sport.

AGAIN, THIS is only being done by a small percentage
of teen-agers and the rest of them will have to take the
rap. But the teen-ager who picked us, should have known
that you can’t fight the press.

The teen-agers lost an ally when I picked up the pieces
of my box.

“What’s that operator, Senator McClellan is on the
phone and wants to speak to me?”

City Beat

By KEN WEAVER

\

Football fever has caught up with me again.

I love the sport—to watch it, play it, read it, talk it.

1 caught the fever as a kid in South Bend, Ind.—the
home of the Fighting Irish of Notre Dame.

At first, the game meant to me throwing the ball over
your head, someone grabbing it and everybody else gang-
tackling him. Team play came later.

We played, for the most part, on the corner sandlots.
But we were known to play in the streets, too, when Mom
and Dad weren't looking.

PUTTING MY head down and bulling my way through
the opposition gave me many a thrill. The harder someone
tried to pull me down, the greater satisfaction I got out
of dragging him on. .

1 enjoyed tackling, too—throwing my arms around a
player’s legs and pulling him to the earth with a thud.
Of course, the secret was to make sure the other guy
landed on the bottom—I didn’t always manage it.

1 remember one day when I was particularly successful
in carrying the ball. 1 made several long runs against'the
smaller opposition.

Finally, one of the bigger
fellows elected to carry the
ball. He came pounding my
way and knocked me flat on
my back.

1 played more reservedly
the rest of the game.  ;

On occasion we played touch
football, but this was consid-
ered a ‘“sissy’s” game; so we
were reluctant to indulge in it.

oo

AS A KID I had a dream. I would tell this dream to
myself. In high school, college and pro ball I was a one-
man team—I could run, pass, kick, block and tackle.
The story might vary with each telling, but I was the
hero of the game.

As a kid I was going to go to college at Notre Dame
and play football. The closest 1 ever got was to attend
some of the games.

Probably the most memorable moment for me is Terry
Brennan’s kick-off return for a touchdown in the Notre
Dame-Army game of 1947. N.D. won, 27-13.

o

“YOU MEAN you want those Catholies to win?” peo-
ple used to ask me. I didn’t even know what was meant
by “the Catholicg,” let alone what was so terrible about
them—and I stilt don’t know the latter.

1 had strong layalties for my high school and college
(Ball State Teachers College, Muncie, Ind.) teams and for
the Chicago Bears in the professional ranks.

Upon moving to the Detroit area, though, I had to
awitch from the Bears to the Lions; but I finally man-
aged it—except for when the Bears aren’t playing the
Lions.

oo

SO, THIS fall will find me in front of the TV set at
every opportunity—with my wife’s consent, of course.
I will enjoy the games, but there will be one continuous
wish:

To see the Fighting Irish of Notre Dame return to na-
tional supremacy.

I love football,



