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[The new boss talked t/
p’oyes Monday afternoon.

Dr. Jobn B. Smith, Birmingham’s
with the

his em-|

N

| Smith to Teachers:

joy a

to worl |

d pi i
k with the staff.

) e
HE SAID even with his little

w superintendent of schools, met
inis and teach-
ers at Groves High School and
asked their, cooperation and faith
in helping him make the system
offer “the highest quality of edu-
cation possible within the resources
of our community.”
In return Smith said he would
pledge his every effort and talent
and was looking forward to the

pf the sys-|
tem he is convinced the’ quality of
education offered to the youth of
this area is high,

“I am concerned with what is
going on in the classroom and you
(the teachers) have control over
that,” Smith said.

“It is what goes on in the class-
room that counts—everything else

is d I want to do
everything possible to see to it

that this activity is geared to the
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‘We Educate for the Unknown’

tinued to believe in,” Smith said.| AN ATMOSPHERE must be|chu

“American democracy is founded
worth and the dignity of the

fullest
ster in our schools.”

Official philosophy and objectives
of the Birmingham schools were
cited by Smith as primary reasons
why he decepted the job to become |
head of the 14,000-student district.

of each young-

“THEY SEEMED to fit in nicely
with a point of view I wrote of a
few years back which I have con-

“With this as a foundation, public
schools” hive accepted the respon-
sibility for the development of -each
individual according to his interests
and capabilities.”

He said this means the schools
are charged with the physical,

moral and intellegtual growth of |
every youngster
their capaci

in which each
encouraged to |

erea
will

!

“In some instances, other or-

recognized as a serious function'
although this does not mean that|

jearn by himself and to be always ganizations are more capable than there cannot prevail a pleasant and

intellectually curious, he said.

The development of such an at-
nfosphere becomes a “grave re-
sponsibility of each teacher,” Smith
said.

id.

He said the schools accept the
responsibility for the training of
each individual boy and girl, but
recognize there is & sharing in this
responsibility with the family,

thy
‘eduution and in these areas the
schools’ cooperate,” Smith said.

e schools for certain phases of

A TOTAL school program |

happy climate.

“Education is a privilege, a right
and a responsibility that cannot be
ignored. or delegated,” Smith said.

He stressed the point that

an atmosphere of rigorous applica- | changes in education come slowly.
tion to the task ut hand must pre-| He believes one reason for this is
vail by both the staff and the stu- | the fact that each adult thinks-that
dent body if the goal and objectives | his schooling was completely satis-

are to be accomplished, he said. | factory.

rch and various community' “It is estential that education be = “TODAY WE ARE educating for
individual agencies. unknown.

the »
He said it was clear teach
ers were no longer youth

to associate with just peoples
of the United States but with the
United Nations. .

He pointed out that Birmingham
differs little from any community
in our country and the problems
are essentially the same as they are
throughout the country,

“But because we are so intimates

(Bee SMITH, 5-A)
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THIS IS HO'

W the Detroit Bragway looks on the day of

a race. . Here, two automobiles at the starting line; they
take off when the traffic signal turns green and race against
each other and the clock for a quarter of a mile. The cars

‘Who Has the Money for a Drag Strip?

It’s a Costly Venture, Says Dragway Owner

By LARRY EVOE
City Editor

A drag strip in the Birmingham-
Bloomfleld area would be an ex-
pensive undertaking, according to
the owner of the Detroit Dragway.

Gil Kohn, president of the De-
troit Dragway, said he has in-
vested almost $500,000 in his strip
near Wyandotte in southern Wayne |
County. |

In the last few weeks there has
been some feeling that a drag

B’ham Town
Hall Opens
10th Season

Cornelia_Otis Skinner will open
the 10th Birmingham Town Hall
series at the Birmingham Theater
on Oct. 10.

Miss Skinner, who also appeared
in the first Town Hall series in|
1954, will present “The Wives of
Henry VIIL.” She will give a re-
peat performance on Friday, Oct.
11

The five other guests who make
up the remainder of the 1963-64

strip in the area might help to

ease the problem of teen-agers drag race is quite loud,” Kohn need a lot of room a stop,” Kohn

racing on Woodward.

Police officials in Birmingham,
Bloomfield Hills and Bloomfield
Township have all agreed that

such a strip would be acceptable action to a dragway is not always | at his' strip each week are “just

to them if it were properly run.

o

“THERE 18 just no cheap way
to build a drag strip,” Kohn said.
He said the safety factor was too
important to try to cut the cost
of a strip.

“I don't believe a safe strip
could be built for less than $200,-
000.” This figure did mot include
the price of the land, Kohn said.

He cited three major areas in
which problems would have to be
overcome before a drag strip could
be constructed in this area.

o The high cost of land in Oak-
land County.

© The noise created by a strip.

® Community reaction to such a
project.

An Oak Park resident, Kohn said
he knew of no tract of land in this

| part of the county that would be

available for a strip. He said at
least 80 deres would bg needed.

L

the strip in southern

curred.

; “THE NOISE coming from a

said. “We often get complaints
from persons who lives two or
three miles from our strip.”

He noted that community re-

| favorable. Property owners are|
|often concerned about the strip
attracting an undesirable type of
person.
| Kohn suggests, however, that if
| a strip is ever built in this area it|
|would stand a better chance of |
success if it were owned by a pri-|
vate corporation rather than as a
civie undertaking. |
He believes individuals would |
have a tighter control on how the
strip would be run in making sure
it was in top condition both for
|better racing and as s safety
factor.

e

THE STRIP itself, Kobn said, is
a 4,000-foot long concrete ribbon
| about four or five lanes wide. Al-
| though the cars only race for a
quarter of a mile, the additional
| length is needed for stopping space.

“After all, some of the profes-
siopal drivers reach speeds up to

Half or Whole, More

season include Dr. Max Lérner, Fr.
Joseph Dustin, Joe Callaway, Pau-
line Frederick and Professor John
Ciardi. |

SPONSORED BY the St. Anne's
Guild of St. James Episcopal
Church, Town Hall meets Thurs-
days and Fridays at 11 a.m. at the
theater. A celebrity luncheon, with
a.question and answer period, fol-
lows each lecture.

r. Lerner, a teacher and politi-
cal analyst, will appear on Nov.
7 and 8, He will speak on “America
and World Politics.”

The banjo playing priest Fr. J.
Dustin and his Combo will headline
the December offering with per-
formances scheduled on the 12th
and 13th,

Drama critic, actor and director
Joe Callaway will open the new
year for Town Hall on Jan. 9 and
10. He will talk on “Broadway
Play by Play.”

e y

UNITED NATIONS reporter
Pauline Frederick will lecture on
“The UN at the Crossroads,” on
Jan. 80 and 31. Named as one of |
the “10 most admired women,
Miss Frederick his a master's de-
gree in international law.

The season will close on
and 21 with Jobn Ciardi, editor nf‘
the Saturday Review and host of |
the television program, “Accent.”|
Professor Ciardi
“What Good 1s a Poem?”

Police Help Needed

By DAVE PHILPO
Township Editor

LATHRUP — The city council
talked ubout addition and fractions
Monday night—but the meeting
was not concerned entirely yuh
mathematics.

City ini Jerald D.

has to “assume responsibility for
full-time police protection.”

He said that the city’s volunteer
policeman (two at present) cannot
be expected to take up the slack.

In a letter to the council, Police
Chief Tom Tellefsen pointed out
that the four regular officers had

Stone recommended the addition
of an officer to the police force; the
council claimed that only half a

| policeman is really needed; and all

wondered where the money for an-
other man woud come from.

STONE CONTENDS that an ad-
ditional officer (bringing the force
to five) is @ priority item and
should be paid for from the con-
ingency fund and accounted for at

t
the end of the 1963-65 fiscal year.

Mayor Richard N. Cogger is con-|

cerned about the source of the
money. He opposes tapping the
contingency fund.

“Right now I'm not too sympa-

nithe(iv to adding a fifth man,” he rup Village.”

said. “I think we should dig for

another solution, Maybe we could |
Feb, 20| train someone for the job part- the city about $1,000 for the rest

time.”

STONE ANSWERED that “you

will speak on| just can’t go out and buy half a|be submitted by the city admin-
| policeman” and said that someone istrator.

| about 260 hours of
overtime. He added that the total
will go up, if another officer is not
hired, at the rate of 24 hours per
month. R

e

“THIS MONEY (for overtime)
|can be better spent for an addi-
| tional policeman,” Stone said. ““The

chief and I have looked at all possi- | ory

| bilities and this is what we've
| come up with.”

| Councilman Vincent Zatell gave
qualified support to Stone’s recom-
mendation:

‘ “It seems to me that if the money
|is there, a fifth policeman is not a
| luxury, but a necessity for the
protection of the citizens of Lath-

s
ANOTHER OFFICER would cost

in the foreground are waiting their turn to “drag.” Since
‘Wayne County opened in 1959, not a
single fatal accident involving an amateur driver has oc-

the limits of |
-

180 mph from a standing start and

said.
Stock cars, he said, usually have
top speeds in excess of 100 mph.
Many of the cars that compete

boys with their own or their fi
ther's automobiles,” Kohn  said.
For $4 a boy can begin dragging
at 9 am. on a Sunday and is per-
(See DRAG STRIP, 2-A)

PTA Council
Backs Ban on
Secret Clubs

Birmingham’s PTA council has
come out in support of the Board
of Education’s position on smoking
and membership in fraternities and
sororities in the public schools.

At the group’s first meeting of
the fall semester, resolutions were
passed backing the school board in
their efforts to ban fraternities
and sororities and to prohibit
the use of tobacco by public school
students.

, ’

THE PTA COUNCIL is made up
of representatives of all of the
Birmingham public schools and Our
Lady Queen of Martyrs and Marian
High School.

The group is the coordinating
body of all PTA activities in Bir-
mingham with 21 schools repre-
sented on the board of directors.
PTA’s have a membership of more |
than 14,000 persons in the Bir-
mingham School District.

In adopting the resolution on se-
cret societies the council said it
was expressing “its understanding
and endorsement of the forthright
position taken by the board of edu-
cation with respect to unequivocal
enforcement of the Michigan sta-
tutes prohibiting fraternities and
sororities in the public school sys-

‘

.o

THE - COUNCIL also went on
record as “endorsing in principle
the regulations of the board of
education concerning use and pos-
session of tobacco by students in
the public school system.”

Under the board’s policy a stu-
dent may be suspended from school
if found guilty of possessing or
using tobacco on or near school
grounds.

'

of this year, Stone said. The council also expressed its
The council tdok no action in |confidence in the ability of the pro-
lieu of iti to | fessional i and coun-
seling staff to implement board

(See PTA, 6-A)

| Keith Road.

| Bloomfield board meeting.

Townships Seek County
Aid at School Crossings

By SAVILLA SLOAN
Special Writer
|

Who should pay for a traffic with Case.

signal erected primarily as a safety
device for school children crossing
heavily travelled roads?

t
[‘xlop light maintenance?” he asked.

hey accept the responsibility of

Township board members agreed

e
HOWEVER, THEY were in sym-
pathy with the safety mensures |

operation of the traffic 4ignal to
24 hours were given by PTA mem-
bers attending the meeting.
They claimed since the light
operates as a blinker most of the
time, traffic tends to ignore it
during the few hours it is operated

This question went unanswered | asked by the PTA group and backed ' as a signal light, The adult guard

at a Bloomfield Township meeting
Monday night at which the town-
ship board passed a resolution ask-
ing the Oakland County Road Com-
mission for additional safety
measures at Daniel Whitfleld School
on Orchard Lake Road.

West Bloomfield Township board |
members also took up the problem |
of traffic safety for school children |
at their meeting last week. They |
adopted a resolution asking the|
road commission to reduce speed|
limits on Walnut Lake Road in the
vidinity of Green School, and in
front of the Keith Elementary|
School, now under construction on

P

THE SAFETY measures asked
by the Bloomfield Township board |
for Whitfield School include full
time operation of a traffic signal
in front of the school which is
presently operated on a morning, |
noon and afterncon schedule. |

The resolution called for widen-
ing of Orchard Lake Road shoulders|
or installation of sidewalks to al-|
low children safe passageway be-|
side fast-moving trafic. |

It also suggested decreasing the|
speed limit in front of the school. |

The mensures all were requested |
by members of Whitfield PTA, a|
number

v

of whom attended the|

i

HOWEVER, A request by PTA
President Mrs. Donald Johnson that
the township pay the $350 a year
cost of operating the traffic light
got no immediate action.

Mrs. Johnson told the board
Orchard Lake Road, which has re-
cently been widened to a four-lane
highway by the state, is being
turned over to the Oakland County
Road Commission for operation as
a county primary road.

She said that the County Road

mmission has refused to pay for
continued operation of the light
and had referred her to the town-
ship for its payment.

The traffic signal was originally
installed in front of the school in
the 1940's, after a student was
killed at the crossing. Since Orch-
ard Lake Road was a state road,
the state paid for its operation.

SUPERVISOR Homer Case
answered Mrs. Johnson’s request
saying that since the county re-
ceives $2,775 a year per mile for
maintenance of a county primary
road, it should have funds available
to pay for operation of a traffic

]

signal.
“The county assumes all juris-
diction of the roads . .. gets gas

and weight tax money for their
maintenance . . why shouldn’t

up their requests by unanimously |

resolving to ask the road commis-

sion to put them into effect.
Several reasons for extending

in attendance during the light's
operational| pefiod -has narrowly
escaped injury from cars failing to
obey the signal, they said.

Sky High

When Birmingham’s munic
repairing this week, the fire
service to aid in the projec

a1

sccenThIc PHOTO

Problem

ipal building chimney needed
department was pressed into
t. The department’s 75-foot

aerial ladder was the only piece of equipment in town that

could reach to the top of the

chimney.

Family Flees Blaze;

$15,000 Home Ruined |

|according to Fire Chief George|

Birmingham fire officials are
still investigating the cause of a
blaze that did an estimated $15,000
damage to a home at 860 Abbey
early Friday morning.

The blaze, at the home of Michael
M. Michaels, broke out in the base-
ment of the two-stary structure but
its origin has been undetermined,

IN THIS

ISSUE

story, pictures on 3-A.

Second
those entries rolling in. See

Seaholm football team dui

Amusements 4-A)
Art for Art's Sake 1-D
Arts of Living Page 1-D
Business News 3, 4-E
Calendar of Cultural Events 3-D
Chu 6, 7-B
City Best 1-B
Classified Ads 6,17, 8-E
College News 1-cC
Down to Earth 3-D
Eccentricities 1-B

Citizen’s Forum draws praise from top officials. See
annual Homemaker Contest is under way. Get

Baltazar Korab, local architectural photographer, de-
scribes his art. See story, pictures on 1-D.

wild scoring spree. See story, pictures on 1-E.

story, picture on 1-C.

mps Royal Oak Kimball in

Editorials 1-B
Movie Guide 5-D
Nature Now 8-D
Obituaries, 8-A
Potpourri 5-D|
Real Estate D|
Society ¢, cC
Sports 1, 2 4, 5-E
Theaters 4-A
This & That 3-A |
Yesteryear Happenings 1-B|

Scott.
AR
MICHAELS' WIFE, Delphene,
and two children, Glen, 9, and Sue,

5, were rescued from the second
story porch of the home by fire-
men. The Michael maid, Carrie
Hunter of Detroit, was pulled out
from a basement window. She is
in St. Joseph Mercy Hospital suf-
fering from shock.

Michaels, who is owner of the
Curiosity Shops in Franklin and
Bloomfield Hills, told firemen he
was awakened about 6:30 a.m. by
the crackle of flames.

He said when he tried to call
firemen on the telephone he found
both phones in the house dead. He
then ran out of the house to rouse
neighbors, who summoned the fire
department.

| (See BLAZE, 2-A)

The recent widening, of Orchard
Lake Road would actentuate the
problems for school children cross~
ing the road they added.

CASE EXPLAINED to the audi.
ence he had recently written all
four school districts operating with.
in Bloomfigld Township limits aske
ing if they would share with the
township the cost of installing and

(See AID, 2-A)

* 4"’ *

County Policy:
No Money for
School Signals

Where a traffic signal is opers
ated essentially for pedestrian pur-
poses, Oakland County Road Com-

mission policy for a number of
| years has been to neither pay for
its installation nor its maintenance,
according to County ‘Traffic Engl.
neer Robert Osgood.

[ He said that, to his knowledge,
‘the county does not presently bear
| the ‘cost of operating any of the
10 or 30 traftic signals it has per-
mitted to be erected for school
purposes.

Where they are located in a town,
city or village, these agencies aro
paying for their operation,

Two townships—Waterford and
Pontisc—are also paying for a

school signal light located within
their boundaries, he said.

|

Bfield Village
iLand Purchased
By School Board

The Birmingham Board of Edu-
cation has completed the purchase
of property at Quarton and Coving-
ton roads in Bloomfleld Village for
a proposed junior high school.

When constructed the new school
will be the fourth junior high
school in the Birmingham School
District. No date for the start of
construction has been set by the
| board.

In other business at Tuesday
night's meeting, the board learned
that all but four teaching vacancies
have been filled for the 1963-64
school year.

.

DIRECTOR OF Personnel Ken-
neth Nagley said there were still
openings for three elementary li-
brary -instructors and the position
of elementary reading consultant
was still to be filled.

He eaid the Birmingham School
System now has 700 professional
staff members, including two perm-
anent substitutes. This is an in-
crease of 45 persons over the last
school year,

Twenty new teachers were need-
ed to the new Berkshire
Junior High School, Nagley said.

In a report for Daniel Nesbitt
the board was told the administra-
tion is studying the size of classes
in some of the elementary schools
where the average is 30 above.
Adjustments in the sizes will prob-
ably be made.

s

C}Qange It to

What a difference a capital let-
ter can make!

It can change the entire meaning
of a word.

Take for instance the word “dem-
ocratic” Give it a capital D and
it has reference to the Democratic

Party.
This is what happened in this
week's i Eccentric. In

‘democratic’

the first paragraph in the story
“League Never Takes & Stand With-
out Careful Study First” on Page
4-B, the word democratic has a
capital D.

It should be a lower case d. The
League prides itself in its ability
to remain nonpartisan. The Eccen-
tric realizes this and regrets the

partisan reference.




