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EDITORIAL

Poised, Ready for Action

The Citizens Action Committee is ready
to act. ’ .

With approval from the Birmingham
City Commission, the, committee will re-
search and develop ideas for beautifying
Municipal Parking Lot No. 1 and the pro-
posed lot south of Shain Park.

To get information and suggestions, the
CAC will utilize resources available locally,
as well as contacting other sources. It will
avail itself of the services of Baldwin Pub-
lic Library, the state universities and local
architects, designers and landscape special-
ists. It also will contact authorities and
experts.in other citiés. ¢

R

THE CAC is a group of civic-minded
Birmingham area residents, who represent
several local organizations. They serve as
an excellent example of what local citizen
interest can accomplish through use of
local resources.

That the CAC is responsive to the desires
of the people is evident in this statement

from a let-\ter sent last week to the city -

commission : .

“It is the feeling of the CAC Board of
Directors that the residents of our com-
munity have demonstrated that they are
deeply concerned about the removal of
beauty, but even more concerned that we
add beauty and excell!nce to our city’'s
core.”

WITH THE wgalth of specmhzed talent
available in this area, the committee surely
will find feasible, economical ways in which
to improve the appearance of parking lots.

Parking lots are needed; they are a

definite asset to the community. As long
as we must have them, we might as well
do what we can to make them as attractive
as possible,
. That the initiative and action to do so
should come from a citizens group epito-
mizes the civic interest that predominates
in this area. It shows what can be done
when citizens are aroused, concerned and
informed.

Let there be more such action.

Who Is Responsible?

Since the fodd" po?soning/“lcide_nt a few
weeks ago at Orchard Lake, where more
than 150 persons were itrlcken after eat-

“ing food at a religious-€onvocation, there

has been much concern as to who is look-

" ing oit for the public to prevept this type

of thing from happening in th ture.

Basically, the question is: Who is re-
sponsible: to see that food served to the
public is properly handled?

It is not only the question of whether

_ the food is good to begin with but also

whether the kitchens are clean, and wheth-
er the cooks are.wearing sanitary type
clothing, dnd so forth.

1 [

THE CITY of Birmingham has solved
this prolﬂém with a local ordinance, as has
Bloomfield Hills.

The unincorporated areas such as Bloom-
field Township do not have any laws per-
taining to food handling.

Nor does the OEklﬁnnd County Health

Dept. have any rules and regulations con-
cerning the problem.

The Township could pass an ordinance,
but who would enforce it? They do not
have a health man on their staff.

They might pass such an ordinance and

~ ask the County Health Dept. ta enforce it
for them, but wouldn't it be easier for the
‘County to set up rules and regulations and
thus have them uniform throughout the
county ? .

WE'RE SURE the County Health Dept.
will say that they do not have the staff
to handle it. But it makes more sense to
have the county add a couple of men to its
staff than to have every municipality have
one of their own.

1t is too bad that a situation such as that
which ’happened out 'in Orchard Lake has
brought the question to a head. It should
have been fgced and solved long ago.

1t is something that must be done soon.

And we nominate for the job the Oak-
land County Health Dept.

From The Eccentric's Point of View...

The, groan of the chemical manufacturer has
been heard ever since publication of, Rachel Car-
son's “Silent Spring.” That polemic about the
potential hazards in widespread use of pesticides
hit the makers of pesticides where it hurt. They
responded with' outraged cries of protest that
Miss Carson’s book failed to give a balanced pic-
ture and largely ignored the enormous benefits
that pesticides bring. There was considerable
ground for protest. It is true that “Silent Spring”
is not a balanced consideration of the dangers and
virtues of pesticides. The author, quite frankly,
sought to arouse public concern by. focusing in-
tensely on the hazards. It also is true that without
pesticides and other chemical to agriculture
the farmers might find it difficult to provide
enough food, instead of being able to produce the
vast abundance we row enjoy. What the contro-
versy boils down to is the degree of control that
should be exercised over the distribution and use
of pesticides. After the emotional steam has been
let off, it is seen that this question is basically the
same one that applies to many good but poten-
tially dangerous things. The automobile, for ex-
ample, is a fine means of transportation, but
society regulates its use to minimize the danger
ofvaccident. Electricity runs machines and provides
light, but it would be an extreme hazard without
safeguards established by law. In the same way,
the pesticides need more control, especially since
there is evidence that they have to some extent
been carelessly and . thoughtlessly used.

e

The seriousness and breadth of the civil rights
crisis is being emphasized ‘anew every day by
events in widely scattered parts of the nation.
Some of these events are heartening to all who
believe that equality before the law is the ‘mini-
mum birthright of every American citizen. Other
happenings seemi unrelievedly tragic. The murder
of Medgar Evers, a Negr whose crime was that

he sought to lead his people into enjoyment of

their constiutional rights, exemplifies the tragic.
The tragedy is only héightened by the fact that
not long before his death this field secretary for
the NAACP iri‘Mluiuhsippi told an interviewer,
“If T die, it will be in good cause.” The American
people, both white and Negro, are in need of

leaders who thus serenely face peril for the sake °

of justice and humanity. But at about the same
time that a skulking coward felled Evers with a
rifle bullet, another significant event occurred in
Mississippi. Federal troops that had been stationed
at the state university since the ,riotous days of

last October were withdrawn from the campus in
token of the change that.has come about. And in
the neighboring State of Alabama Negro students
were quietly registered at the state university.
Violence and hatred do not obscure the light that
is coming.
P
When anything happens for the first time in 80
years, even if it be only a sneeze, it is news.
more il ing than the_
most explosive sneeze has occurred for the first
time in 80 years: the trumpeter swan, which is
the largest and one of the most beautiful of the
globe’s waterfowl, has successfully nested east
of the Rocky Mountains. Though this event may
seem rather trivial in a world beset by a variety
of staggering problems, that very circumstance
gives it special importance. There is satisfaction
in knowing that men, for all their belligerence and
weaknesses, have in them still a concern for the
natural world. The trumpeters are being estab-
lished in their hereditary prairie nesting grounds
again. Score one for life and beauty.

<0

When in doubt ss to a winning candidate,
politicians used to say, pick a general. It ha

|

worked several times. In its 20-year existence.

over a century ago the Whig party elected only
two presidents but both were generals, William
Henry Harrison and Zachary Taylor. In recent
years, after the Republicans lost five presidential
elections in a row, they turned to General Eisen-
hower and won two of the most decisivg yictories
of all time. How the ‘GOP is out of power again
and the 1964 field is open. It is being suggested
that the party might well nominate Gen. Lucius
D. Clay. What are General Clay's views on cur-
rent issues? Few know. But his friends will say
that that was long true of General Eisenhower,
too. The GOP seems now well supplied with office
holders who would not object to a presidential

/ rap s
nomination. But if for one reason or another all

are rejected, General Clay’s name may come up.
P
Freeman will study Soviet agriculture. They
come here to find how we produce surpluses. He'll
try to find out how they produce shortages.
P
New Internal Revenue expense account rules
ny‘deductihle items must be “associated with”
business. This does not include monkey business.
P
Some people vacation on houseboats. Others
vacation off relatives.
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PEOPLE’S COLUMN

How Another City

Handled

The Drag-Racing Problem

“To the Erhtor shocked me the most but in-

8

—

For some strange reason, [
feel compelled to write to
you regarding your recent
articles concerning “Wood-
warding.”

No, T am not writing to
condemn vou or tell you to
“go to hell” but rather to
congratulate you on your re-
porting of this ridiculous and

- dangerous “sport.”

1 am not some old fuddy-
duddy against all human be-
ings (and that's what they
are) between the ages of 12
and 20, commonly known as
“teen-agers.” Nor am I some
jerk from a little hick town
writing about something
about which I know nothing.

1 am a 17- year - old high
school senior.

PR

MY FATHER is originally

!mm Birmingham; 1 have

relativgs living there and
severa) Inends from the De-
c.nm. I spend a con-

rablc ‘amount of time
There so 1 am not foreign to
your city ‘or the area.

1 recéntly met a boy from
Highland Park and was sur-
prised to hear him tell, or
I should say, brag, about
how he likes to get an or-
dinary sedan with no fancy
trimming and then put a big
engine up front and then
when some guys started to
show off in their big flashy
cars at a stopight he'd just
put it into super and beat
‘em by several car lengths.

It wasn’t the fact of drag-
ging another car that

stead it was the location —
Woodward Ave. This was
my first contact with
“Woodwarding.”

LIVING IN a small town
with not much else to do and
a natural proximity to de-
serted, hard - surfaced back
roads, dragging is not new to

s was the idea of doing
it on a busy highway such
as Woodward or U.S. 10.

Soon several roads in this

area required as

How many parents know
that their daughters are
pick-ups at drive-ins or that
their sons are out tearing up
city streeu with the family
car?

But let me ask you this:

HOW MANY parents are
sitting home' too worried
about how deeply in debt
they've gotten while trying
to keep up with their neigh-
bors in Franklin, Bloomfield
Hills or any of the hundreds
of* . uner

good drag surfaces and
there were nightly’ displays
of a car’s top performance
and ability. Finally the in-
evitable police crackdown

came,
dffenders didn’t even have
to be apprehended on the
spot.. Licerise plate, numbers
were recorded and the drag-
sters caught later. Heavy
fines ($100), notification of
patents and sometimes the
suspension of a driver's li-
cense followed. Parents of
other occupants of the cars
were also notified.
_— I've known several girls
who were forced to break up
\ with their boyfriends by their
parents when they were no-
tified that their daughter had
been involved in a drag race.

BUT THE kids are not the
only ones at fault. Parents
need to be more concerned
about what their kids are
doing and where they're go-
ing and whom they're going
with, especially when a car
is involved.

to wonder or worry where
their teen-aged kids are and
what they're doing?

Or how many mothers are
too concerned with the prob-
lem of whether they should
have their hair tinted or
streaked at their next week-
ly beauty salon appointment
to check up on what their
daughters are doing that
night_“with the girls”?

P
NOW THAT you have
stirred up this hornet’s nest,
many parepts after reading
these articles will say “not
my kid.” “Johnny or Ginny
wouldn't think of such a
thing,” and go back to wor-
rying about their debts and
their hair appointments.
Your next job is to make
these parents sit up and real-
ize it is their kids!
I sincerely hope you will.
1 know you can. Congratula-
tions to City Edn.or Larry
voe. —keep it
CA NDACE (CANDI)
McCLELLAND
Vassar, Michigan

Eccentricities
Bly'HANK HOGAN

The governor has indicated that he may request the
legislature to take the appropriation for the operation of
the State Police out of highway funds, instead of out of
the general fund.

He has this power under the new Constitution because
“highway purposes” will now be defined by the legisla-
ture.

Some people have been heard objecting to the use of
highway funds for other than concrete and bridges, par-
ticularly those in the road building busmess, but this only
points out the evils of “earmnrkmg. !

v . ’

BEFORE THE NEW Constitution was ratified almost
two-thirds of the state’s revenue was earmarked; that is,
it was put into separate accounts and could not be used
for anything but the purpose for which it was collected.

T e gas and weight taxes were earmarked for highway

chhlg‘an has. had great financial difficulties over the
last decade. One of ‘the biggest problems was itg lack of
financial flexibility.

While we were having “payless paydays” we/were also
spending millions of dollars to build the finest expressway
system in the land. None of the road money could be used
to relieve the state s financial problems because they were
earmarked. .

THE NEW CONSTITUTION does not substantially
solve the earmarking problem, except to allow the legis-
lature to define the use of some of these earmarked funds.
This makes us a little more flexible. .

The people objecting to the use of highway funds for
safety purposes, such as for the State Police, don’t seem
to mind these same funds being used for road-side tourist
information centers and rest areas on the expressways.

They defend their position by saymg that taxes col-
lected from transportation should remain for the better-
ment of transportation.

.o
THE ARGUMENTS agaipqt the use of these funds for
safety purposes just don’t stand up
First of all, the State Police patml these highways and
make them %afer therefore, as legitimate a highway pur-
pose as tuun:t stands: |

it

To the Editor:

this very newspaper was named |
after a secret society?

George
Whitehead, were members of a
secret society called The Eccentrics.
1

men,
father and his brother, would have |
been surprized to know that today |
their club would be illegal.

It's too bad that so many people |
don’t understand these clubs- and
the friendship they create.

Birmingham must have the mis-
guided opinion that these cluhn‘netmnl because they will be de-
are actually gangs of youthful priving many high school young
lawbreakers.

Claims Secret Clubs
Create Friendships :

‘Lo take such a one-: sldcd vlew
ow man; le realize that |
n wapan 1 WAS shocked to read that
| soeone actually thinks that these
clubs foster drinking and unchap-
eroned parties. Of course, this is
ridiculous, but even if it were true
how could anyone think that doing
away with these clubs would curb
this sort of activities.

Taking an objective look at the
activities of these clubs, I feel that
| everyone must agree.that they do
good for the members themselves.

‘The founders of The Lceentru-,
Mitchell and  Almeron

am sure that these nine young
including my great-grand- |

They seemed to think that it

was perfectly -all right to choose I can verify that from my own
their own friends and call them-
selves a club if they felt like it.

experiences. I never knew what
friendship was until 1 became a
member of one of these illegal
“secret societies.”

WELL, TODAY is not the 1860's

I AM SURE I will remain close
friends with some of these young
men throughout my life.

I am truly sorty to read about
I am sure that the citizens of‘(he actions of the school board. I

feel that they will regret these

is our right to pick our friends.

|
and 70's, but we still like to lhmk‘ [
|

people from a rewarding expe-

Maybe if some of these good |rience.

citizens could remember their own Why can’t Birmingham schools
youth they would not be so hasty

(See CLUBS, 2-B)

ly, it N just a coincidence that gas and weight

Yesteryear
Happenings

50 YEARS AGO
Sept. 5, 1913

Now Birmingham is strai

With our schools seco
in the state, with our water

we will have gas for heating

e

basket maker of old Oakl

old fashioned. splint baskets.
makes market baskets, hamp
bushel baskets, all styles

(See HAPPENINGS, 3-B)

ight

towards the goal of a large city.
With sewers assured and soon to
be built and with gas from a
wealthy firm that can furnish it
in all quantities at a fair price,
we are on the road to a great city.
to none

the

best used anywhere, with electric
light and power unlifited, now

and

lighting. Now we will' next have
Woodward avenue and Maple ave-
nue paved and then watch us grow. | |

Samuel A. James, the veteran

land

County is still on earth and mak-
ing baskets, all kinds of the good

He
ers,
and

New Worlds to Conquer

taxes h to be earmarked for highways. We do not
put ‘all of the taxes we collect on the sale of alcoholic
beverages in a special account for the betterment of the

- liquor industry; nor do we hold apart all of the funds we

collect from business, such as the franchise tax or the
business activity dct, for the use of developing new busi-
ness in the state.

P

AFTER LOOKING the controversy over, I'm afraid
I have to agree with the governor that it's more important
to save a couple of lives than to build a couple extra miles
of concrete.

But more important to me as a taxpayer, it looks as if
the first step in using some of the formerly “untouchable
funds” to operate necessary services of our state, and the
increased flexibility we can derive, will help eliminate
future “payless paydays.”

City Beat

By KEN WEAVER

The kids start school this we

And now comes a period of nosta]gia, adjustment and
mixed emotions.

There must be some unanimity of thought among moth-
ers on the subject, though, judging by a pair of poems
received by this newspaper.

he first, written by Elizabeth Van Loan, our corres-
pondent for the West Bloomﬁeld area, reads like this:

FOR WHOM THE SCHOOL BELL TOLLS
Though Mother’s Day is solemnized

On a verdant day in spring,
With scent of lilacs blooming

And robins on the wing;
Mother’s Day, for me, arrives

The day the school bell tolls,
‘When, with my children all aboard,

Away the school bus rolls.

The second is by Darothy Aust of Livonia, free lance
author whose poems sometimes are used by this news-
paper and who has discussed her poetic effotts on various
television programs.

The poem:

TEALHERS, THEY'RE ALL YOURS!
We took them to the carnival, We've nursed them through

And took them to the zop. the measles
We kissed away the salty tears And through the chicken pox.

When knees got black and blue.  But when September fifth
. comes 'round
We've heard their yells all Vacation starts for us

summer long, Most welcome sight to mothers

We've refereed their fights. all?

We've let them stay up very late The school board’s yellow bus!

On hot and sticky nights. :

We love our little darlings,
We've emptied sarfl from socks BUT,

and shoes, We're glad there is a rule
Pulled burrs from tangled That every fall each girl
locks.

- and boy ¢
Must trudge away to school!

For boys who may have new ideas of mischief to,
pull on the teacher, a poem submitted by Jacob A. Dean\
is offered.

Dean, 85, of 723 Ann St., Birmingham, remembered the
poem the other day and reuted it at home. He then was
asked to write it down.

Dean told his daughter, Mrs. Leonard Willis of 1785
Bates, that he first recited this piece about 70 years ago
at Mooreds Junction Country.School in Aranae County.

It reads:

HOW WE BOYS LICKED THE TEACHER

T was a boy of 17, ungainly, dull and tall, as green as
any garden but I thought I knew it all. I went to school
at Plaino. I chopped the wood and chared for Septikana
Wilkinson to pay him for my board

(See CITY BEAT 3B)
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