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By LARRY EVOE
City Editor

A “sport” that has become a
favorite pastime among area
high school and young college
students in recent years is the
practice of “Woodwarding.”

The rules of the game are
quite simple. All you need is
an  automobile (without hub
caps, of course), money for gas-
oline and the desire to spend
your evening driving up and
down Woodward Avenue.

The length of the playfield
runs from 10 Mile Road in Roy-
al Oak on the south to Square
Lake Road on the north. The
contestants are usually carload:

This

Is the Sport

of boys pitted against carloads
of girls but occassionally mixed
groups are allowed to play.

An important part of the
game is the pit stops at the
drive-in_restaurants strung out
along Woodward Avenue.

T weeks some cit-
m has been directed
against the restaurants.

The tragic death of 14-year-
old Connie Crossland on July 18
brought to the light the world
of the drive-ins.

Since her death, police have
been able to piece together evi-
dence that the young girl spent
almost two weeks in the Bir-

mingham-Royal Oak area go-
ing from drive-in to drive-in.

She would hang around the
drive-ins, make friends with the
employes, be introduced ta local
youngsters who would buy her
food and often take her home for
the night.

Connie's case, howlver. seems
to be the exception. ' Police in
both Royal Oak and Birming-
ham generally have nothing
against the drive-ins and speak
well of their management.

.

.

THE LARGEST number of
drive-ins and the most popular
with the teen-agers are in Roy-
al Oak.

’

the Teen-agers Call ‘“Woodwarding’

The four-mile strip of Wood-
ward between 10 Mile and 14
Mile roads has 13 drive-in res-
taurants. This is more than any
other single street in the United
States, according to Royal Oak
Police Chief Ray C. Hayward.

Hayward says the problem is
not the drive-ins, themselves,
but rather the traffic congestion
created on Woodward by cars
trying to get in.

IN AN EFFORT to keep the
traffic moving, parking has been
taken off Woodward during the
evening hours, signal lights
have been installed at each of
the half-mile roads and right

turns off Woodward are pro-
hibited at many streets.

The elimination of right-turns
helps to keep the teen-age traf-
fic out of the residential neigh-
borhoods, Hayward said.

On Thursday, Friday and Sat-
urday nights, the Royal Oak po-
lice assign five cars to do noth-
ing but patrol Woodward.

Their duty is to keep traffic
moving but also to cut down
speeding and racing. Hayward
said traffic counts have shown
that between 65,000 and 75000
vehicles traveled along Wood-
ward at 13 Mile and Coolidge in
a single day during the middle
of the week. Week-end totals
could reach 100,000, he said.

HE EMPHASIZED that his
department had very few calls
about trouble at the drive-ins.
He said the owners hire private
police to patrol the parking lots
and things are usually kept run-
ning smoothly.

His department holds periodic
meetings with the drive-in own-
ers to work out mutual prob-
lems, he said.

“When a drive-in is properly
policed, it is a good place for
the youngsters <o be,” he said.

He noted that if they didn't
spend time in the drive-ins they
could be out racing on country
roads and getting into other
kinds of trouble.

WITHIN THE Birmingham
city limits there is only one
drive-in, Police Chief Ralph W.
Moxley said his department has
had no problem with traffic con-
gestion at the restaurant but has
had a number of complaints from
nearby residents on the noise
caused by the youngsters.

Drive-in managers concur with
the police that they have very
little trouble with the young-
sters.

One m: r, who has been
in the buslness for about a year
and a half, said he had had no
major incidents in all of that
time.
He said most of the youngsters

were not looking for trouble but
merely seeking a place to gath-
er and talk with friends.

THE GUARDS at his drive-in
have a policy of letting a car
drive through the parking lot
once or twice without stopping
to purchase anything and then
ask them to leave.

Cars may be barred from en-
tering a drive-in for up to 48
hours, he said.

Traffic counts have showed be-
tweeh 700 and 800 automobiles
pass through the bigger drive-
ins in a single evening as com-
pared to about only 200 during
the daylight hours.

Letter Sent
To Students
On Societies

Board Continues
Crackdown Policy

Continuing its policy of cracking
down on fraternities, sororities and
other secret organizations in the
schools, the Birmingham Board of
Education has sent out letters stat-
ing its position to all students who
are registering in the secondary
schools this fall.

The letter follows a statement of
position and intent of policy and
rules the board adopted at its June
meeting.

At that time the board agreed it
bad no choice but to deny class
credit, promotion or graduation to
any pupil who knowingly is a mem-
ber of a prohibited organization.

BEARING THE signature of
newly-elected Board President E.
Ross Hanson, the two-page letter
points out that the board is obli-
gated under penalty of arrest and
fine to enforce tate law.

In addition to the letter, parents
had been informed of the board’s |
policy through the “Board Briefs”
which is distributed to all persons
living  within the Birmingham |
School District. ‘

After school begins Sept. 5. ad-
ditional information on the policy
will be distributed to all students in
the seventh to 12th grades.

THE LETTER stresses that after
the opening of school “the hoard of
education will assume that all par-
ents and students have been ade-
quately informed of their responsi-
bilities under the la

Under present Michigan law pub-
lic school students are prohibited
from belonging to “any organiza-
tion whose active membership is
composed wholly or in part of pu-
pils of public schools of this state
and perpetuating itself by taking

(See LETTER, 6-A)

Old Salem
Hearing Set
For Sept. 9

A public hearing on a proposal
vacate & portion of Old Salem
Court will be held before the Bir-
mingham City Commission on Mon-
day, Sept. 9.

The commission declared no ne- |
cessity for setting up a special as-
sessment district for the project
Monday night, reasoning that only
two property owners would benefit
from it.

At the meeting of July 15, the ;b

commission was asked to consider |5
old

extending the pavement on
Salem Court 94 feet to pass in front
of property owned by Charles
Currie and Carl T. Blauman.

The request was referred to the
engineering department for an es-
timate of cost. City Engineer Wil-
liam T. Killeen get the cost at ap-
proximatdly $1.400

v

CITY MANAGER L. R. Gare
said he had discussed the project
with Currie and during the course
of the conversation it was suggest-
ed that it might be possible to va-
cate the street and split it equally
down the center of the 40-foot pro-
posed street. This would enable the
two property owners to make their
own improvements.

End of a Chase

A six-mile chase, with speeds of up to 80
miles per hour, ended in Birmingham Sunday
afternoon for a 20-year-old Royal Oak youth.
The boy, Ronald W. Stump, along with two
friends, was finally cornered at Brown and
Chester streets by Birmingham and Royal

day.

Oak police. Royal Oak authorities said the

g

xccentmic PHoTO

boy ran several red lights and stop streets in
the chase. When stopped,
reason for trying to elude police. He was
fined $150 and lost his driver’s license for
30 days in Royal Oak Municipal Court Mon-

e could give no

Paving Brings B ffield Board Aids

‘Time’ Back
To Franklin

Progress has remembered “the |
village that time forgot.”

And soon, there no longer will |
be the country crunch of tires on |
gravel nor the healthy squish of |
mud as motorists travel on two of
Franklin's major thoroughfares.

Soon, the big machines of the
West Michigan Engineering Co.
will invade Wellington Road and
Scenic Highway and will leave in
their wake a smooth, noiseless |
cont of puving knuwn as “soil-

cement .

THE FRANKLIN Vxllake Coun-
cil has let a contract of $19,023. 20|
to the Hart, Mich., firm for the|
paving of Wellington from Frank- f
lin Road to Scenic and of Scenic |
from Wellington to Franklin.

The low bid of $16,866.50 wa:
entered by Yackey Construction |
Co. of Alpena but was rejected |
because it was felt that the firm’s |
equipment did not meet specifica- |
tions.

The paving — a total of two |
miles — will be paid for from
money that has accumulated in the
vllran!! major road fund since

Back to School

The Birmingham Eccentric’s an-
nual “Back to School” section will
appear with next wgek’s paper.
nsisting of 28 pages, it will be
jam-packed with information use-
ful to students, parents and school

. officials.
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By SAVILLA SLOAN
Special Writer
Two neighborhood groups ap-
peared before the Bloomfield Town-
ship board Monday night to seek of-

feial action in solving problems |

concerning their areas.
A group from Westchester sub-
| division sought more adequate

screening between residential homes |
shopping center under con-|
ion on the southeast corner

and
struc
of Lahser and Maple.

Residents in the area of Lahser
and Winlane roads asked the board
to take action against a three-year-
old lake-dredging, peat-mining op-
eration off Lahser which has
resulted in five deep water-filled

pits, which, they claim, are un-
slchtly and dangerous.

In both matters, residents got
| board cooperation.

P

BOARD representatives will meet
with the Lahser-Maple developers
to work out a means of screening
|off a proposed oper-

|Nelgh borhood Groups

to 10 feet, within 46 feet of the
nearest home, to give the commer-
cial property more parking space.

THE BOARD voted to take the
lake-making operation to court.
They will seek an end to the proj-
| ect ‘as a *nuisance”, contrary to
the health, safety and welfare o
township residents.

The action came after township
efforts over the past two years have
| failed to get the dredging operator,

| John A."Gohl, to provide safety
measures around the pits he has
created, to remove surplus and un-
sightly machinery—which was not
being used in the project—and to
expedite completion of the lake.

Owner of the property, William
Pulte, told the board that, were
Gohl not to complete the lake, he
| would simply abandon the land and
let it be taken for back taxes.

‘ After the board voted -to start | femler than a person arrested just

‘pru(eedmkx against  Pulte and |

(See BOARD, 2-A)
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Stiff Penalties Invoked

|
|
|
| By LARRY EVOE |
‘ City Editor |
| Woodward Avenue may be a pop-|
ular race-way for area teen-age
drivers, but youngsters taken to|
Birmingham Municipal Court have
to pay a high entry fee.

“Time is taken to explain what the
policy of the court is in regard to
| racing and that the uenmlly for
conviction is quite stiff.”

Racing is “knowledgeable viola-
tion of the law” in the opinion of

For Woodward Racing

just how serious it is” he said.| small fine and released with a warn-| the violation and released.

ing. uring the school year, high

“But the general policy of the school students receiving moving

court is that second offenders go to| violations are required to appear

| jail,” he said. |before Birmingham's teen-age
ourt.

‘e e
| BIRMINGHAM youngsters are| The court is made up of a group

For the second straight year Bir-
mingham Judges John B. Emery, |
Jr.,, and Edward M. Emery have
shown they will not tolerate speed-
ing or “drag-racing” within the
| Birmingham city limits either on
Woodward or Hunter Blvd.

| rivers have been brought before
| the Emerys for speeding and rac-
|ing violations, and everyone of
|them has heen given a stiff fine,
| probation and in one case, jail.
THE “GET-TOUGH"
with racers is one of the policies
|set up by the Emerys that has
| brought  national
Birmingham's court.
1 The court was recently cited by
[the American Bar Association and
last week end John Emery was in
[ Chicago to speak before the Munic-
lipal Judges Association on Bir-
minghum's Command Court”
“command court” is & pro-
[cedure set up by e judges that
| requires all persons living in the
| metropolitan area appear in court
if they receive @ moving violation
ticket in Birminghar.

JUDGE EDWARD Emery said|
the problem of Woodward-Hunter
racing had been a continually grow-
ing one and several years ago the
rt decided it was time to “con
sider it a pretty serious offense.”

“Racing was not taken seriously
by the drivers found guilty of the
charge,” Emery said.

‘But it is a serious offense.

“Racing takes the attention of
the driver from the other traffic on
the road,” the judge said;

to notice ulher traffic.””

AS FAR AS tho Emerys are con-

During the past month 13 young| ™

technique

recognition to

“he’s t0o | Bloomfield Baseball League,
busy watching the other racing car for the 1964 season.

the Emerys; that is, a person who | becoming aware of the consequences  of teens who hear the case and

is racing is aware that what he is involved if they are found racing pass sentence.
v and are checking their

doing is illegal.

“If a driver's
| flagrant disregard for the law he is
in trouble,” Emery said. He noted

record shows a|

'=‘-

speed in the city.

They often require
law-breakers to write long essays
| on good driving practices and to aty

| InJuly only one Birmingham bu)‘ und Oskland County traffic clinics!

was brought into court for rac

many first offenders are given al A 22-year-old, he was fined 515 101"

e

Hills Baseball
League Elects
64 Officials

An
been

has
the
Inc.,

advertising executive
elected president of

He is Robert E. Anderson,
Hillwood, Bloomfield Hills,
president, director and general

1680

r:('nwd a person brought into court| manager of Batten, Barton, Dur-

cing is @ much more serious of-

r speeding.

l fo
“We try to impress upon people

ation from nearby homs

Screening sundunls were set in
a court decree last year, when de-
velopers won a judgment making
the property commercial. The de-
cree called for a six-foot link chain
fence with a 30-foot greenbelt.

Grading of the Commercial prop-
erty has made it four feet higher
than residential property and res-

idents feel a six-foot link fence of Glenhurst and Oak streets was | recreational faciliti

would give little protection.

They would like a masonary wall.|
In return they would allow the
greenbelt to be narrowed from 30
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Tennis Court Proposal
Sent Back to Board

A proposal for the construction
of two tennis courts at the corner

referred back to the recreation|
board for further study by Bir-
mingham city commissioners Mon-
day night.
| The commission voted 3-2
table the project until a later date.
Mayor William H., Burgum and
Commissioner Cfial
voted against the
Several residents of the Glen-
hurst-Oak area appeared at Mon-
‘dny‘s meeting to oppose the con-
struction of the courts. They felt
the courts if needed could be bet-
ter placed on a portion of the
Quarton School playground rather
than on the two vacant lots.
1 The residents stressed that al-
| though two of the three baseball
| diamonds at the school were in use
| most of the' time the third was
‘xeldnm used and might therefore
be converted into tennis courts.
The Birmingham Board of Educa-
|tion owns all of the property in-
volved in the proposed project.

TY MANAGER L. R. Gare
said representatives of the school

, CC | board and the City on the

Tecrea-
tion board favored the plan and
unuzm approval had been given

to the project by the board of ed-
ucation,

rfes W. Renfrew |
eion: |

Gare said the project had been
proposed because it was felt more
ties were needed
n the northwest section of the|
city.
| Commissioner Robert W. Page|
mpremd concern because the pro-
to| posed courts would be placed close
|to residential propert,

Mayor Bprgum said several sim:
ilar projects had been working out
quite successfully. He cited the
Barnum and Lincoln courts.

“IT WAS FELT by the recrea-
tion board that because of the
great shortage of recreational fa-
cilities in that section of town the
courts would be an asset,”
gum said.

“The Quarton School ground is
pretty much in use already and
other courts built along this line
are very successful,” he said.

When questioned if the recrea-
tion board had studied the possi-
bility of placing the courts else-

where on the school property, Bur-

gum said he was sure it had not
heen investigated.

Commissioner David F. Breck
said that while he was in favor
of the construction of the courts
he would like to see if they could.n‘t
else on

Bur-|

stine & Osborn, Detroit.

Anderson said the league plans
further expanded activity for the
seventh consecutive season start-
ing next spring. He predicted a
“considerably heightened pro-
gram” would be necessary in 1964
to accommodate the anticipated in-
crease in the number of young-
sters wanting to play ball.

| oo
‘ HE SAID some 600 boys and
young men, comprising nearly 40
i (See OFFICIALS, 4-A)

architect Linn Smith (left).
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. Planners OK

‘Master Plan,

. Zoning Law

g | By DAVE PHILPO

Staff Writer

Following an eight-month stale-
mate between itself and the city
commission, the Bloomfield Hills
Planning Commission has adopted
a master plan and approved a new
| zoning ordinance—both of which |
| have been subjects of controversy

| since last November.
| The recommended zoning law
| will come before the city commis-
sion at 8 p.m. today.

If the ordinance is passed by
the legislative body, these are the
changes that would be effected:

o Three-story multiple dwell-
ings can be built in Bloomfield
Hills. The present Inw restricts
buildings to two stori

will be increased from 3 to 4.

o Commercial acreage in the
heart of the city will be expanded
by about four acres to the south.

P

HOW THE will vote

e The number of umtn per acre

e
DURING JULY over $1,000 in
fines were assessed nst Wood-
| ward-Hunter speeders. In addition,
six youths were placed on six
months’ probation and a 19-year-
old Pontiac boy was sentenced to
five days in the Oakland County
Juil.

Those convicted last month in-
cluded:

Gary L. Neadeau, 23, of Berkley,
$80, speeding, 876 racing and nx
monthu probat on.

e C. Bowman, 24, of De-
troit, no lpeading, $75 racing and
six months probation.

Howard G. Murray, 29, of Madi-
son Heights, $45 speeding, $85 ra
ng and six months probation.

Howard 8. Fierro, 17, of Pleasant
| Ridge, $25 speeding, $75 racing and
six months probation.

Gene J. Eychner, 22, of Madi-

(See RACING, 5-A)
—_—

City, C of C
To Discuss
Maple Parking

The city commission and the
Birmingham Cham! of Com-
merce are expected to tackle the
problem &f parking on W. Maple
lat next Monday's commission
meeting.

on the ordinance is open to con-

Lyman J. Craig and Henry L.|
posed provisions of the proposed
law since it was first proposed,|
arguing that the ordinance would
substantially change the residen- |
tial character of Bloomfield Hills.

Two commissioners — David W.
Lee and Louis J. Columbo, Jr.—
were elected in April and have not
yet had a chance to vote on the
issue.

James J. Beresford, the fifth

(‘éee PLANNERS, 7-. A)
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Head ‘B’ham Plan Board

The new chairman of the Birmingham Plan Board is

George W, Talburtt, 520 Puri-

tan, an attorney for Chrysler Corp., was named vice chair-
man at the board’s August meeting. Smith, whose offices
are at 849 S. Adams, replaces
previously had served as vice chairman.

Walter R. Denison. Smith

jecture. Two members — Mayor | Ralph W. Moxley

Woolfenden — have actively op-|

member of the commission, has

C took mo action
July 29 on a report by Police Chief
at im-
proving parking facilities and re-
lieving congestion during peak
hours on the street

|| The com: ostponed mal
ing a decision o allow the cham.
ber's parking committee time to
| study Moxley’s report.

A possible solution to the prob-
lem is tandem parking similar to
that on Martin St. in front of the
Municipal Building, according to
Moxley.

TANDEM PARKING consists of
two cars parking bumper to bump-
er—the rear of one touching the
front of the other—with a small
“no parking” area between each
set of stalls.

If adopted, tandem parking
would result in the loss of 10 park-
ing spaces along Maple between
Hunter and Chester streets. -

A motion to prohibit parking on
the north side of Maple from 4 to
6 pm. Monday through Friday
was defeated at the commission
meeting of June 10.

Heart Attack
Fells Park Smith

Former Birmingham Fire Chief
Park H. Smith was stricken with
a heart attack Sunday morning at
his summer home at Hubbard
Lake, Mich.

Smith, 60, of 271 Chesterfield,
Birmingham, retired in February
after 27 years as a paid member
of the Birmingham Fire Dept. He
was with the volunteer depart-
ment from 1928 until 1936,

Chief George Scott, Smith’s suc-
cessor, said the former chief was
reported in serious condition in an
Alpena hespital,




