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The Eccentric

A SPECIAL TIME for summer school stu-
dents at Seaholm High School is the 10-min-
ute break between classes when they can

activi

relax and talk about their courses—or what

TO CITY’S POSTMEN

s are scheduled for the afternoon.
This year there are 1130 students enrolled
in the summer program.

Funily Things Happen ...

By LARRY EVOE
City Editor

Work goes on pretty much
the same during the hot summer
months at the Birmingham Post
Office.

Although the volume of mail
is sometimes slightly reduced
during July and August, the
mail that does pass through the

OUTFITTED IN THEIR summer uniforms Bin‘nin;,vl‘mm

office often rcquiros more
handling.

Postmaster Rollm Reese says
much of the mail needs addi-
tional handling because people
are out of town and either want
the mail forwarded to a sum-
mer address or held until their
return.

“Last summer there was a
definite drop-off in the volume

postmen leu\o the post office each morning at about 8 a.m.

The d

s early for the letter carriers.

The men are

on the job at 6 a.m. sorting and preparing the mail for dis-

tribution. Shown here are Ken Gillespie, William Allen

Joseph Bixon.
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of mail,” Reese said, “but so
far this year there is no sign of
a let-up.”

e

THE BIRMINGHAM Post
Office’s 175 employes work on
& round-the-clock basis. The of-

ce serves between 75 and
80,000 persons.

The area includes Birming-
ham, part of Bloomfield Town-
ship, West Bloomfield Town-
ship, Beverly Hills, Southfield
Township and a small segment
of the city of Troy.

Although the nice weather
should allow a letter carrier to
complete his route faster this
seldom works out, Reese said.

“In the summertime people
stop and talk to the carrier,
whereas in the winter the car-
rier hardly ever sees the people
on his route,” declared Reese.

THE SUMMER months often

find carriers accompanied on
the daily trek by a group of the
neighborhood ~ youngsters  or
dogs.
Reese recalled that there was
one letter carrier in Bloomfield
Township that has a whole
pack of dogs following him each
day.

“A group of dogs will begin
to follow him and after a little
way a dog will drop out, maybe
because he's afraid he won't
find his way home, and another
will join the group,” Reese said.

THE MAILBOXES often
produce unusual things in the
summertime, Reese said.

Boxes near drugstores often
eld such things as ice cream
cones, candy bars and other bits
of food,” he said

UNUSUAL THINGS happen
right in the post office itself,
o, according to Reese.

Early this spring a possum
wandered onto the dock in the
rear of the building and walked
into the sorting room.

Although most of Birming-
ham slows down and relaxes
during the summer the mail
“must go through.”

Reporter s Comment Earns
‘Special’ School Assignment

By DAVE PHILPO
Staff Writer

“Gee, 1 feel sorry for those
poor kids who have to go to
summer school.”

This was my comment about
three weeks ago as the mercury
zoomed high into the 90's. Little
was 1 to know then that the
managing editor had overheard
and was preparing a “special
assignment” for me.

“Dave,” he says, “I want you
to go back to school Friday—
find out what the students are
doing—what they're wearing—
why they're there—and come
back and write a feature story.”

1 departed from the cool com-
fort of the air-conditioned office
with a vague sense of forebod-
ing, which was quickly rein-
forced by a blast of hot air as
I opened the door.

R

STUDENTS WERE changing
classes as I arrived at Seaholm
High School and the mass of
young humanity flooded into
the halls and spilled down the
steps in front of the building.

I spied a rather pretty young
lady, standing at the curb,
waiting for her mother to pick
her up.

Within a few minutes I
learned that her name was Mi-
chele Grenier, she lived at
32343 Sylvan Lane, Birming-
ham, and she will be a senior
at Marian next year.

“Why are you attending sum-
mer school, Michele?” [ asked.

| It’s ‘Sunny’ School

' By ETHEL SIMMONS
A Staff Writer

Sunday school is more fun
when it becomes Monday-to-
Friday school for two weeks
in the summer.

This is what kids and
teachers, too, discover at
& Birmingham - area churches
8 scheduling vacation schools.

At the Congregational

I Church of Birmingham,
which ended its school Fri-
day, Mrs. Harry Wettlaufer,
head of the primary depart-

 ment, explains:

“The thing I like about
vacation church school is
that we can start and com-
plete so many projects. You
can’t do as much in just one
hour of Sunday school.”

SHE POINTED to Mexi-
can pinatas the children have
been working on each day,
building layers of papier-
mache that will be colorfully
. completed by the time
school’s out.

Relaxed clothes are also
part of the fun of classes in
the summertime.

Mrs. Wettlaufer was wear-
ing light blue sneakers that
matched the shade in her
blue and white dress. Many
of the children and one of
the tecn-aged girls assisting

with the class wore Ber-
. muda shorts.
i Mrs. Ray A. Latimer, 1457
Cedar Bend Drive, Bloom-

field Hills, is dirccting the
entire school including nurs-
ery, kindergarten, primary
and junior classes.

“I am taking typing for extra
credit,” she said. “Not only am
1 learning something useful, but
summer  school
something to do.

IR

MICHELE EXPLAINED that
the big difference between sum-
mer school at Seaholm and reg-
ular sessions at Marian is the
presence of boys. Marian is an
all-girl school.

Within five minutes after the
break, the students were back
in the classrooms and the halls
were quiet once again.

As [ walked down the de-
serted corridors, bits of various
lectures came from the rooms:

“«. .. If you outlaw one po-
lmcnl pany this is the ﬁrat step
down the road to .

“Use your lips as if you were
going to kiss. Say: ‘Betty Beck-
er saw that the bit of butter
had made her butter bitter.’”

.
AND FROM another class-
mnm the vaguely fami :
e cherche un ami
“Estce Jeanne?”

In a brief visit to the modern
European history class, I talked
with Kathy Killik, 2199 Derby
Road, who was graduated from
Seaholm in June.

“This is my first summer
school,” she explained. “This
course is only offered in the

summer and 1 want to bring up
my average. I want to go to
Central Michigan this fall.”
Kathy likes the summer
school program because “you go

A RO

SHE RE - EMPHASIZED
the time advantage of sum-
mer classes—that last from
9 until 11:30 am. (juniors
meet from 9:30 am. to
noon).

“Crafts is a minor part
of Sunday school,” said Mrs.
Latimer. “We just don't have
time.”

But in these timeless days
of summer, there are hours
to spend in making pinatas,
clay sculpture, drums from
oatmeal boxes and other cre-
ative projects.

“We have a good summer
music program,” according
to Mrs. Laitmer. “Profes-
sional musicians appear at
our classes who don't have
time to do this during the
regular year. They're sing-
ing in the choir then.”

IT WOULDN'T be church
school, even though vacation
school, if the lessons didn't
have a tie-in with a religious
theme.

“Friends Around the
World,” the subject of the
Congregational Church  of
Birmingham children’s pro-
gram, gives lessons in loving
peoples of other nations and
provides explanations of
their individual customs.

Summer also means out-
door activities for church
school. When the nursery
class was visited by The Ec-

c, the preschoolers were
piaying and

singing “The
Farmer in the Dell” with
their tcachers on the side

lawn at the church.

NORTHLAND

Just like Downtown!

Woa're pleased to announce the opening of our
NORTHLAND CENTER OFFICE JULY ISTH
“ designed to provide complete personal service for all investors.
Won't you come in, chat with our staff, and inspect our complete
investment facilities. From a fully staffed research department
to an electronic quotation board, you'll find us fully equipped to
give you fast, efficient, courteous service—the
personalized service that has made Manley, Bennett, McDonald
& Co. one of Michigan's outstanding brokerage firms since 1932.
Come in. Meet our Registered Representatives. They'll be happy
to ‘review your portfolio, discuss your investment objectives, and
provide you with the many facts essential to the selection of
gmd stocks and bonds,
So drop by—remember—every day is visiting day at ., «

MANLEY, BENNETT, MCDONALD & Co.

MEMBERS NEW YORK STOCK EXCHANGE

(CENTER OFFICE, NORTHLAND TOWERS

3570970 ¢  Main Floer 442-5903
Robert Benten, Monoger Richard Carman, Assistont Manager
Northland Center Office also open Mondoy, Thursday, Fridey
evenings ntil 9— Saturday, 9 lo 12

"BLOOMMELD MILS & DETRON + EAST LANSING o GRAND BAMDS o FUINT + MUSKEGOM

same reliable,

at a faster rate, yet you have
adequate time to get all the
work done because you can de-
vote all your time to one sub-
jeet.”

0

JIM SPEICHER, 8 Hickory
Hollow, a senior at Groves next
year, agreed.

“It's easier during the sum-
mer and it also gives me some-
thing to do and keeps me off
the street.” He is taking the
course for advanced credit to-
ward the time when he enrolls
at Virginia Military Institute.

The. modern history course
will be helpful to Ken Brad-
burn, 1400 N. Glengarry, when
he visits Europe with his par-
ents later this summer.

“This way 1 can first read
about the countries and then
see them,” he sai

Art Delvero, hmury instruc-
tor, admitted that it sometimes
got too warm in the classrooms.

“For a few days last week,
it was so hot that my students
kad difficulty concentrating on
history and you can't reall
blame them. Most of the time,
however, it isn't too bad.”

e

LATER, FROM Charles Bu-
ell, director of the summer
schdol, T learned that:

o Less than 40 per cent of
the summer school students are
repeating courses. Most are en-
rolled for advanced credit or
enrichment work of some type.

o There are 1,130 students
enrolled in the Seaholm pro-
gram, including youngsters
from Groves, Seaholm, Brother
Rice, Marian, Bloomfield Hill
West Bloomfield, Queen of Mar-
tyrs, Royal Oak Dondero and
Kimball and Barnum and Derby
Junior High schools. There are
no restrictions on who may
attend.

 Percentage of failures are
quite low in the summer. Thi

only one subject to concentrate
on and the fact that some are
repeating courses.

Classes, which last two hours,
run from 8 to 10 am. and 10
to noon. The summer school
began June 17 and will continue
through Aug. 9.

(Note to the editor: Thanks
for the assignment. I enjoyed
it.)

MAIJORITY OF STUDENTS are not repedtmg courses in
summer school but are taking the subjects for advanced
credit toward college. Kathy Killik, a June graduate of Sea-
holm, plans to enter Central Michigan this fall. Art Delvero,
instructor, explains a point about modern European history,

_a course which i oticx ed onl

_in summer %chool

Ll brary Pace Slower

By

NE OEN
Stalf Writer

Librarians note a substantial
shift to fiction from nonfiction
reading and a more relaxed,

orderly pace for their own work
during the summer.

a rule, we find summer
is a time to get caught up on
things we've been saving to do
said one reference

B.Ahm.n
more cvenly paced use of facili-

librarians found a

ties and ch
during the

cking out of books
summer.

REFE quest
off substa hoth
boys and girls department, and

at the adult reference

Total circulation remuains at
about the same
slightly lower.
total circulation of

June, where it was
January. . o .

USE  OF periodicals  also
drops off—in proportion to the

number of term papers due.

'‘During Vacation Time

Librarians noted that those
doing reference work during the
summer seemed more ious
than students using the facili-
ties in winter, who “tended to
be a little more social.”

THINGS ARE nearly as quiet
but perhaps more colorful in
the boys and girls department

where five paper-mache moun-
tains arc wafted by cool breezes

coming through the screened,
ened sliding door.
ildren  must read three

books to reach the summit of
mountain and they must
limb” three of the smaller
mountains  before  attempting
the larger “Mt. Everest.”

EQUIPPED as they progress,
“the climbers” get a knapsack
A(hrr the first mountain, a coil
after the second and an

the third. The young,

readers must
give an oral report to the li-
brarian on cach book as they

turn it in.

~ Make the deal of the year
on theCar of the Year”

These are Rambler’s “Savingest Days”!

Right now is the time to make the year's best deal on
Rambler ‘63— Motor Trend Magazine™s “Car of the Year.”
y American, Classic ¢

with scores of “Car of the Yec:

Come in and see them—test-drive them—for voursclf.
‘We've smashed all Rambler sales records this year
we're out (o set still bigger ones. We're now offering bigger-
than-ever trade-in allowances. Come in and take advantage
of our specials during the “Savi

Save on any A

Only Rambler offers all these extra valuos
Award- Ilnm( Styling and engineering leadership 25

the Year.”

Rambler Classic 770 Four-Door Sedan

Ambassador—every one
features.

nd

st Days™!
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START AT
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i Trend's “Car of

Double-Safety Brakes with separate braking systems front and rear.
Deep-Dip Rustproofing up Lo the roaf,

Advanced Unit Construction, with massive single members of one-piece gal
vanized steel for far greater strength,
Superior Performance from a full choice of high-economy Six or V-8 engines,

with horsepower ranging up to 270.
Most Miles per Gallon of all cars in every economy run officially entered

(Rambler American).

Join the
Trade Parade to

RAMBLER

6-v8

BIRMINGHAM RAMBLER, INC.,

666 South Woodward Avenue




