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EDITORIAL

Our Aim: Total Development

We normally encourage, but do not an-
swer editorially, letters to the edito#; how-
ever, last week we received and published
one by a reader named John T. Rogers.

In his letter, Mr. Rogers expresses the
opinion that our editorials on the develop-
ment of downtown Birmingham are moti-
vated by the desire to have more stores in
Birmingham because “The more merchants
in Birmingham, the more income for The
Eccentric.”

The national reputation of our paper, as
botne out by our numerous state and na-
tional awards, could not possibly have been
achieved if we were to devote ourselves to
material gain rather than community in-
terest.

WE, AS every newspaper does which has
achieved recognition, carefully divorce our
editorial and news departments from any
advertising mfluence. This can be verified
by some of our advertisers who have on
oceasion wished to use our pages for'non-
newsworthy publicity.

Qur editorial policy as to the development
of our overall community has been the
same throughout the years, and was clearly
stated on this page as recently as January
of this year:
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“THE BIRMINGHAM area is a'com-
munity of unique values. s

“These values are reflected in the -
quality of our homes, our schools, our
churches, our social and cultural or-

izati our i blish
ments, our recreational facilities, our
governmental services.

“Through the years, the citizens of
this area have demonstrated a high
degree of interest in standards that
have made this a pleasant community
in which to live, work and play . . .

“AS WE SEE IT, the effectiveness
and character of any community is
inevitably determined by the values
that guide the lives of its people and
become manifest, about them, in the
pursuit- of their daily existence.

“This is true for the Birmingham

area as it is for any other community.

“These values determine the com-
munity environment in its many as-
pects. They_ embrace all community
resources, both physical and intangible.

“THIS ENV]RONMEN reflects
and constitutes at the same time both
the vitality and the quality of citizenry
values.

“To the extent that there is vitality
and quality in these values, there is a
direct relationship as to whether a
community enjoys guided or acciden-
tal development.

“It follows, then, that the Birming-
ham area’s community character is a
result of its citizens’ value standards.

* By and large, the residents of this area
have a dedicated pride in maintaining

a community character of the highest

order.” '
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WE HAVE advocated development of
both residential and business interests only
in keeping with the original’ zoning plan
adopted by Birmingham back in 1934,

Nothing on our pages has encouraged
development outside of this original zoning
ordinance, because we, along with most of
the residents of the area, we believe, are
interested only in a planned.and orderly
development.

‘What may appear to be support on occa-
sion of our local merchants is in reality
our concern and desire to see that the
developmerit of our downtown area is con-
sistent with the total character of the com-
munity.
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IN REGARD to the recent parking lot
controversy, emotions have been stirred to
a high degree. We urge all parties con-
cerned to accept the inevitability of the
ultimate development of business within
an area where it has been zoned for busi-
ness.

We hope that the growth of our com-
munity can be directed by our strength of
cooperation rather than have it dictated by
the results of battle.

Let the Kids Decide

Parents and students of our area got
together last week under the auspices of
the Parenteen Committee of the PTA to
discuss a center for teen-agers.

What transpired seemed to be a healthy
discourse between the oldsters and the
youngsters as to what the kids really
wanted. .

The thoughts put forward by the stu-
dents were a credit to our community.

They felt that they didn’t want a teen-
age night club and the psuedo-sophistica-
tion that goes with it. They wanted, pure
and simply, a place to gather, have soft
drinks and dance if the spirit moved them,
without coats and ties and heavy expense.

THERE WILL be further meetings in
the development of asteen center, some by
the teen-agers and some by the parents
supporting the project.

We think such a center is a great idea
and hope it becomes a reality. We also hope
that its development will remain in the
hands of the teens, because we have seen
too many parent-inspired projects fall by
the wayside because they have been what
the parents think the kids want rather
than what the kids really want.

The use of leisure time is important in
a community such as ours but it should

include the development of a sense of re-
sponsibility in our children in their use
of it.
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THEY CAN become rudderless on the
sea of life if they don't develop a course
now. Of course, no one expects a sailor to
undertake a new voyage without advice and
direction from the salts who have previ-
ously sailed the same seas. This is where
the parents come in.

They should give them advice and direc-
tion, but not sail their boat for them.

Teen-agers want to be treated as grown
up but don’t want to do all the things their
elders think is the thing to do. They are in
the stage of development where they want
to prove their independence. It's a process
of weening.

Let’s give them all the help they need.

P

ONE WORD of caution to the kids, how-
ever: the success of the project includes
leadership on the part of the students, If
they fail to provide it, the adults will step
in.

Accept the challenge for formulating a
sound program and then implement it,
thoughtfully, we would urge the young-
sters.

From The Eccentric’s Point of View...

How good a secretary of state was John Foster
Dulles? A discerning answer is found in #“John
Foster Dulles, a Reappraisal,” by Richard Goold-
Adams. Goold-Adams praises Dulles’ great legal
ability, his interest in foreign affairs and his unre-
lenting opposition to Communism. He had a special
burden because President Eisenhower took little
active part in developing foreign policy. Dulles’
knowledge of other nations’ policies, his forceful-
ness and his familiarity with details made him an
advisor whom the President did not challenge.
Dulles had two weaknesses, a tendency to lecture
other countries and an undervaluation of other
people’s ideas. But hé emerges as a rock-like man
against whom storms beat in vain.

Vermont's Gov. Philip A. Hoff complains that
he’s the only Democrat in his administration. The

Republicans figure to reduce the number by one,

next election.
e o

Top scientists issue a statement approving the

idea of landing men on the moon. The astronauts

aimed in that direction will approve of that ides,

too.
4

In 1947 only three per cent of all families and
single individuals in the country had incomes up
to $15,000 a year. Twelve per cent are in that
group now and have half as much spending power.
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PEOPLE'S COLUMN LETTERS

Bank Editoria
Draws Praise

From Officer |

To the Editor:

1 should like to congratulate you|
on your excellent editorial entitled |

| “Stocks for Banks?” in the July 3

sue of The Birmingham Eccen-
trie.
1t is certainly highly appropriate|
to point out and emphasize the fact
that no depositors’ money will
invested in stocks.
The comptroller of the currency
has announced that he intends to
issue regulations permitting banks
to create a common trust fund in
which agency accounts may partic
ipate. Such funds will typically hold
common stocks.
However, there is fundamentzlly
nothing new in thi; proach and it
is largely a change in the mechan- |

| had

ies of investing funds for trust
department customers.

oo

BANKS HAVE for many years
operated agency accounts and pur-
chased common stocks for these
accounts. In addition, banks have
ad common trust funds, which are
similar Jn many respects to the
well-known mutual investment
trusts. These common trust funds
have substantial investments in
stocks.

Presently, however, only accounts
in which banks act in a fiduciary
capacity, such as — testamentary
trusts, living trusts, guardianship
accounts, may be invested in these
trust funds. *

Thus, the proposed change merely
increases the flexibility under which
banks may operate and will per-
mit funds held in agency accounts
to be invested in a common trust.

NORMAN B. WESTON
Vice President
National Bank of Detroit

Why Denied
Recourse to
Review Board?

To the Editor:

It was very kind and thoughtful
of the editor to make research on
points of law governing business
in Birmingham and having them
printed as a reply to my letter
(July 3 issue) of complaint.

However, I would appreciate him
calling the city treasurer to see i
he might consider telling the truth
this time in regards to your fifth
paragraph that “People who object
to their taxes have a recourse to
the board of review,” and if so why
was I denied this review?

FROM THE time of my tele-
phone conversation with the treas-
urer on May 7, 1963, at which
time 1 was first informed of this
exhorbitant personal property tax,
or jeopardy tax, no more than 10

Yesteryear Happenings

- From the Files of The Eccentric

50 YEARS AGO
July 18, 1913

It was an Overland auto, No.
11584 driven by James H. Walker,
with Mr. Francis J. Fellman of|
Detroit standing in the back of the|
big machine that rushed through
our village the evening of Sunday |
last and created terror and havo
from one end of Woodward ave. by
the terrific speed that they devel-
oped to the other. Hundreds of our|
people rushed to the street after
the reckless driver had passed, ex-
pecting to see them dashed to a
horrible death and to see the auto
wrecked. Fortunately they missed
everybody and hurt no one.

oo

Say you farmer who has the wel-
fare of horse or horses at t,
next time in town, hitch your team |
at Shain's drug store (east side)
take up the spraying apparatus
standing there ready for your use,
loaded with “cow ease,” a prepara-

Advance tax payments to July 1
in Bloomficld Hills totaled $4,615,
the semi-annual treasurer’s report
presented to the city commission
Tuesday night showed. The total
levy in Bloomfield Hills is $29,-
962.95. Operating costs for the six-
month period from Jan. 1 to July 1,
according to the report of Luther
D. Allen, acting treasurer, were
$15,000.
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Chancey Nixon, 569
and Robert S. Porritt, 459 South
Adams avenue, were named to the |
board of directors of the Birming-|
ham National Bank at a stockhold-
ers’ meeting last night in the bank.

erce street,

Their appointment _increased the
size of the board from seven to
nine men.

15 YEARS AGO
July 15, 1948
Since the electors of Troy Town-

| ship will not have the opportunity

| small businesse

" where they may be fairly treated.

tion that keeps flies and other in-|of voting on whether 43 acres of
sects from your horses. Its Free township land, being developed by

ESTABLISHED IN 1878

A Free, Responsible and Aggressive Press

Is Democracy’s First Line of Defense

from Charlie, and means rest and
comfort for your horse.
P

dent came to Wm. Dunn of the
County Line Tuesday. While at-
tending the ropes of a hay carrier
three fingers of his right hand and|
one on his left was caught in the
pulley,—the horse starting quickly,
he was drawn up to the carrier and
to the mow and dumped with the
hay. He loses four fingers and was
badly bruised and his system terri-
bly shocked.
30 YEARS AGO
July 20, 1933

Definite likelihood that the city
will launch an important plan for|
a sewage disposal system, provided
Federal aid can be secured under
the terms of the National Recovery
Act, was seen as the City Commis-
sion Monday night approved prep-

Pususim: Pave N. Aveans

aration of a prelimiary report on
the work. The Commjission unani-
mously approved the expenditure
of up to $300 to cover engineers’
surveyors' costs in answering
Federal questionnaire which is
a prerequisite to government con-
ion of a loan

A strange and distressing acci- !

Frederick C. Graef, Franklin Vil-
lage builder, shall be annexed to
the City of Birmingham, it was
earned this week that the Troy
tonwship board of supervisors at
a special meeting July 21 may re-
consider their last week's denial of
Graef’s annexation petition.
P

Frank C. Newell appeared before
the city commission Monday night
in a hearing in which he endeavored
to have four lots in the Quarton
Lake Replat of the east part of
the Quarton Lake Estate Subdivi-
rezoned from their present single
dwelling classification to that of
business-A. He was unsuchessful in
his attempt to convert the property.

P

Birmingham Chryslers suffered
their first league defeat in three
weeks at the hands of the Village
Market squad Friday evening, 15-7.
A collapse of both fielding and
pitching aided the opposing team.
The Market boys didn't waste any
time going to work on Phil Taylor,
starting hurler,

couple of walks and an error.
Taylor's double with the bases
loaded was the big blow, driving
in three runs.

to the city.

minutes lapsed before we were in-
vaded by the i police

I noticed that the governor has been holding conferences
around the state to give the citizenry an opportunity to
air their thoughts on “‘fiscal reform.”

Any kind of change is tough because no one in his right
mind wants more taxes, yet the state is in need of more
revenue.,

Most citizens when talking about “fiscal reform” start
off by saying that service should be reduced and the need
for more revenue will disappear.

This is, of course, the best answer, but where do you
start reducing services? Schools? Higher education?
Mental Health? State Police?

PR

IT'S OBVIOUS by going through the state budget
that reductions to any large extent are not possible unless
the people want poorer schools, bigger waiting lists for
mental hospitals or poorer roads.

Even small reductions are difficult to effect.

Take pensions for example. In the old days pensions
were given to governmental employes who worked for low
wages, so that in their old age their upkeep wouldn’t be
a charge on the state.

Then industry used them as a fringe benefit to keep
employes, and government got into the business wholesale.

Today practically all full-time governmental officials
are under some sort of pension program.

EVEN MEN earning in excess of $20,000 a year, after
a certain period of service, can retire or get.a nongovern-
mental job and receive a substantial check from the state.
 There are many school superintendents who can retire
on a pension in excess of $12,000.

Where does the money come from? From our state
taxes, of course.

Take the state legislature. If a man is elected four
times, he is entitled to an annual pension equal to one-
quarter of his highest salary after his sixtieth birthday.

FOR THIS PRIVILEGE he must contribute five per
cent of his salary into the fund. Quick math will show
you that if he serves four terms, he will contribute $2,800
and will be entitled to $1,750 per year for the rest of his
life after age 60.

And he has a part-time job.

Since it is the public’s money, it is too bad the public
doesn’t demand some limitation on pensions so that no
one would get in excess of, say $6,000, so it is a real pen-
sion and not a windfall, and that only full-time long term
career people are entitled to come under a plan.

Of course, this would affect some people adversely, so
it won't be done, and the people will have to pay more and
more taxes to keep this system in existence.

All other possible reductions seem to run aground on
the same obstacle.

G Te———
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| .Ei’ry Beat

By KEN WEAVER

led by the treasurer with a seizure
notice and demanding payment of
such tax.

Perhaps my attempted appeal in
my letter to local and state offi-
cials slipped the editor’s attention
since he states that “people who|
object to their specific taxes have |
recourse to the board of review.”

PERHAPS THIS board of re-
view then is granted to the priv-
ileged because 1 certainly have not
been granted a recourse, not even
& hearing. s

I strongly urge an investigation
into these practices before the of-
ficials cause the .death of many

g Birmingham

and force them communities

CHARLES E. BALOGH

STRICTLY FRESH

It's said about the aver-
age eruer: He's alive and
kicking

L

‘When you feel like eriti-

cizing the younger genera-

between lea 0
and learning to play golf.
‘When lem:{ to play golf,
one doesn't hit any!
e s 0

One family reports tele-
vision shows are getting so
bad that their n have

There’s a big difference
rning to drive

To each his own.

Last week, the other columnist on this page, Hank
Hogan, described his vacation in the north woods of
Michigan, recommending it as a wonderful place for a
vacation.

Mr. Hogan's secretary, Mrs. Gwen Kittle, has other
thoughts on the subject.

His comments reminded her “of the last (and I do
mean LAST) vacation in the north woods of Michigan
which 1 took: ied by m; band, five kids,
mother-in-law and two dogs, one a pug whigh snorted 24
hours a day and the other a beagle with a kigney infection
that required drastic doses of imperative medicines, the
lack of which would have even more disastrous results
than the application of same.

“THE FIRST week we spent in our “luxurious” cottage,
hemmed in on each side with about five feet to spare on
each side, it rained for six days.

“That ended my husband’s ‘vacation’ and as the sun
came out on Sunday he departed—leaving me with the
happy mob who had by now divided into enemy camps.

“The children seemed to be always in their bathing
suits but the pile of laundry was mountainous each day
and I seemed to spend most of the day either dropping off
or picking up dirty or clean, depending on my direction,
laundry at fantastic prices.

“The ‘complete conveniences’ offered were, let's face it,
not as convenient as my own little kitchen, and having
sensitive feet I could’t laugh off the sea of sand which
spread throughout the cottage.

“THE VIEW out of the cottage window wasn't bad,
T'll admit, if I could keep everyone behind me and out of
mind but I don’t seem to recall this happening often.

“I tried to be a goad sport since I was stuck, and even
got roped into a game of MONOPOLY—I'm not a bad
loser but any amusement I might have got out of this
game, which would have been minute, was edged off by
the fact that the worst punishment I can endure is
having to sit at a table and play a game—ANY GAME.

“By Happy Saturday, time-to-go-home day, I awakened,
as usual, to the snorting of Mother's pug who adored me
and would sleep near no one else, and gleefully packed,
but with a strange out-of-focus feeling.
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“BY THE TIME I reached Bay City I had such a
violent migraine 1 was in and out of every gas station
for 50 miles and the only good thing going was that my
16-year-old just got his driver's license. Without a
thought, I turned the wheel over to him and died in an
alive sort of way until we hit Royal Oak where I crawled
in on my hands and knees to my bed.

“Thay’s my last vacation in the ‘beautiful north coun-
try of Michigan’—1 have gone on for hours with the
various hilarious ramifications of this particular vacation
for the delight and ticklement of my friends at parties—
but . . . I must tell you about the last vacation I had.

“l FLEW N.Y. (sans family), stayed in a luxurious
(See CITY BEAT, 4-B)




