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Noyelist Characterizes Writer’s Lif

By EVELINE OEN
Arts Editor

For Birmingham novelist Sylvia
Cooper, an interview was a slightly
uncomfortable experienge — she
felt she was on the wrong side of
the notepad.

The situation seemed to remind
her of the days when she did fea-
ture-writing for three New York
newspapers: The New York Jour-
nal and The New York American
(before they merged) and The New
York Daily News.

.

THEY WERE hard years for
blb—nhn had three children to
raise and support, and it was dur-
ing the depression.

Partly because she needed mon-
ey, partly bec-nu she-had an al-
expl eed to write, she

Exhibit ’Commlttee

For Arts

/Begins on Tasks

The challenge of keeping tabs on:
‘more than 2,000 paintings and art
llems does not faze Mrs. Robert B.

Aa hud of activities at the Bir-
mingham Art Center during the
1963 Birmingham Arts “Festival,
June 16-23, this is the number of
entries she anticipates in response

began her first novel, “Prelude

o more, “Set Free” and

dnn Miss Wells.”

Her other two books, “Thunder-
stone” and “The Self-Made Man,”| -

f|were written after she came
| Birmingham.
,

.

TALKING WITH Mrs. Cooper
seemed to be a conversational tug-
you wondered who was
finding out more about whom as

of-war:

she laced, her way through

myriad of subjects with one eye

always sharply focused on the re-
actions of the person listening

T

One matter Mrs. Cooper dis-

| cussed was her ‘“core” theory
personality or character.

Departure,” which was followed by
“Atten-

person which stays the same—but
the symptoms of what that core is
can chan, . The adult is the
boy plus all soru nl encrustations,”
she said. t

“] had an early passion for
words,” she said. “. . . T decided I
was going to write when 1 was
about 12. It's ‘Iut advantage
if you ecan mi Xour mind
when you're young.”

to

to

MRS. COOPER_(whose maiden
name was Sylvia Grace) was
uated from Brearley School in New
York and began three years of
study at Radcliffe College when
she was 15 years old.

She married, had three children
(her fourth is by a later marriage),
left her husband, took the chﬂdren

to

of

"I‘HERE IS an inner core to a !

and went to New York, where—for \u 20 years
about 11 years—she did newspa- |the University of Michigan. She

per and magazine writing and pub-
lie relations work, besides which
she wrote her first three novels.

“I loved it. 1 adored it! I'm ac-
curate and careful—and I have a
passion for animals,” she said.

“I'm sure I could lean up against
a tiger and it wouldn’t knowingly
hurt me . . . I wouldn’t think of
wearing a fur coat!”

has several of his poems thumb-
tacked to the bulletin board in her
upstairs “office” where she does
her writing.
e .
“PEOPLE JUST sort of swim
into and out of your life because
you have something to offer them
at that point, a cup of coffee—or
silence,” she observed.
Another of her favorite writers
is Birmingham's S. L. A. Marshall.
“I think he has written the best
book in the English Innpun which
1 have ever e River and
the G-unuet.' ™ she said.
has such architec-

“ARTISTS ARE
noted Mrs. Cooper.

“They can't be good neighbors
or members of the community,”
she said. “They can’t help out on
a picnic—they have to turn their

abnormal,”

back on these things in order to "““;,, '“"‘ tremendous architec-
do their work.” tare

Mrs. Cooper’s current protege is o )
Joel Greenberg of Farmington. He| THE NOVEL is her favorite

form of literature, both to
| (See NOVELIST, 3-D)

old and a student at read

Festival

Editor's Note: This week is
National Library Week, and
libraries large and small
throughout the nation have
as their slogan, “Reading Is
the Fifth Freedom—Enjoy It!”

By NITA HARD
Special Writer

The private life of the Franklin
library is a real love story.

priced from 75 cents to $200—will
be supervised by co-chairmen Mrs.|
Richard R. Galpin, 937 Henley, Bir-
mingham, and Mrs. Meyer O. Can-
tor, 4850 Charing Cross Road, Bir-
mingnam.
P

HEADING THE awards commit-

tee is Mrs. Carl D. Rugel’s, 1411

to the festival's juried exhibi
and artists’ market. -

Mrs. Bender, who lives in Bloom-
fleld Township, hopes to have 3,000
copies of the prospectus mailed to
Southeastern Michigan artists
within the next two weeks.

‘o

MEANWHILE, chcirmen
specific festival events to
place at the Art Center,
Cranbrook Road,
by Mrs. Bender.

Go-chairmen for the exhibition
and jury committee are Mrs. Eliot
Robinson, 572 Linden and Mrs.
Herbert H. Gardner, Jr., 4368 West

Orchard Hill Drive, both of Bir-
mingham.

The informal artists’ market —
which last yeat handled 1400 item

’
for,
ke |

Local Film Firm’s
Movies to be Shown
At Film Festival

Three motion pictures produced
by Paragon Productions, Bloomfield
Hills, have been nominated for
showing at the fifth annual Amer-
iran Film Festival to be held in New
York City next week.

The Bloomfield Hills firm spe-
cializes in the production of indus-
trial, public relations and educa-
tional films.

The three selected for the contest
are “Meeting the Challenge,” done
for Fisher Body Co., “This is God's
World,” done for the National
Council of the Protestant Episcopal
Church and “The Death of Carter
James,” done for Booth News-
papers, Inc.

Canticle’s Premiere

The world premiere of “The Can-
ticle of the Sun,” composed by Noel!
Goemanne, music director at Our,
Lady Queen of Martyrs and an in-
structor at the Birmingham Con-
servatory of Musie, will take place
at B:30 p.m. Sunday in the Grosse
Pointe War Memorial auditorium.
The work will be performed by the
Madrigal Club of Detroit.

Maryland

long
Ina qulmr of a century it has modest, little-: nntlt:d nook

Franklin Library’s Past
Has Its Storybook Turns

had a whole bevy of lovely hero—lon to the rear of a real estate
ines, several breath-taking rescues office.

from the brink of disaster and| It shivered in the winter-time|
though nobody knows yet quite and huddled its books around a|
how the story will go, it could small oil heater, smiling bravely
have a lived - happily - ever - after to the few who ferreted out its
ending. A few new heros are begin- | nearly secret entrance.

ning to emerge as the plot thickens.| A timid, gentle younz thing, the

April 25, 1963

NOVELIS}‘ SYLVIA (Mrs.
usi

ibrary had a kind and generous

“father,’ George gton Smith.

Under” hia. protective - wing,  the

Ubrary alwars had o mf over its
a place to

ONCE UPON . time '(l\ot 50
very ago) just a|
tacked

‘whn reports um this year's Festi-
val prizes are expected to exceed
the 1962 lwlrdl ol $1,250. ‘

To sustain browsers and buyers
at the art center during the June
festival week, Mrs. Max H. Fru-
hauf of Brookside Road, Bloomfield
Hills, will be in charge of the food
service committee.

Local Winners
Of Scholarships

‘ Among seniors in 416 state high
schools who were named reciplents |
|of Regents-Alumni ~ Scholarships
to the University of Michigan are
several from the Birmingham

Bloomfield area.

The scholarships were an-
nounced this week by Ivan W.
| Parker, U of M assistant director
| of financial aids. |

‘e

FROM GROVES High School
ate Dennis D. Clark, Ernest L.
Dunn, Richard H. Mcintyre, Jane
E. Meinhardt, Peter S. Millington,
Susan K. Proctor and Melville C.
Stew:

Marian High School award win-
ner is Jenifer J. Sisson, and John
P. Shipley was selected from
Bloomfield Hills High School, along
with Charles R. Bailey and Jason

=

Hall.

From Seaholm High School,
winners dre Thomas D. Brooks,
Charles L. Holtz, Thomas F. Ken-
nedy, Timoth M. Maker and Bar-
bara B. Maxson.

Academy of the Sacred Heart
student Elizabeth Bauer, of
Detroit, was also nlmed along
with  Cranbrook School senior
Elliott S. Andrews.

Southfield High School students
honored are Donna E. Beer, Steven
R. Brown, Linda M. Gale, Thomas
P. Jannetta, Philip Klahr, 'Donald
P. Levine, Robert J. Shiller and
Gary Weiman.

lhe supervision of Stage

anniversary year.

ry hear of a carnival” without a merry-go-round?
“Nope"' said Village Players’ set designer, Russ Dunbar
(on left). “Build them!” And so they did—not one merry-
go-round, but three (of the turntable variety) for Players’
production of “Thurber Carnival” to be presented May 3, 4,
5, 10 and 11 at their Chestnut Street playhouse. Built under
Manager John Hall,
sevan-foot diameter tumhblu have enabled the Players to
emulate the staging techniques used in the original Broad-
way production and to pull some surprise backstage antics,
as Barbara Harned is about to learn. Thirty-two different
sets will whirl into view while the nine-member cast, di-
rected by Bill McCall, explores James Thurber’s mad, merry
world of words and music. This will be Village Pl:yem
final production of the season as they close out their.40th

T ellbred, and. well-read it was
|veared with dignity and determined
discretion. Poor but proud, it kept
itself neatly patched, well-scrubbed
and sweetly grateful to a few dozen
benigh families who supported it
amnually and passively.

THE I.IBBARY occasionally
summoned up enough audacity to
have a bridge party or pink tea in
order to buy a gallon of paint, or a
few new books—but not very often.
A delicate creature, it blushed
easily and learned to live frugally,
even fearfully.

The frail littlep roject grew in-
conspicuously. It gradually began

burst at the seams with
old volumes, reluctant to throw |
them away for fear of offending, ™
| desperately scraping together pen-
nhu hr a nominal number of new-

Shy]y, it kept a wistful eye on

the increasing numbers of new

families and fervently prayed that

somehow they’d discover the small

doorwny shielded by overgrown
hes.

Then, one dly, the library stirred
from_its ” dreams. The old
Fomkiin chasch was up for sale.

This brought blood rushing to its
head. Maybe, oh maybe. With in-
spired vigor, the library marshalled
its full strength to persuade the
village fathers to consider its pur-
chase. The proposition was placed
on the ballot and defeated.

(See LIBRARY, 7-D)
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A Swingin’ Play

the three,

FROM THE BOOKC

ASE:

‘Compass’ Points to Delightful

EOINTS OF MY cOMPASS. by K

New York 240 m.:

Reviewed by
MARY McSHERRY MARKER

In a better run world, the publi-
cation of a book by E. B. White
wauld be the signal for dancing in
the streets and cheering on every
corner.

Even in the pedestrian world we
must inhabit, his books are cele-
brated according to our less color-
ful mores: they always make the
best seller list, and they always
stay there for a good, long time.

To anyone who has read even
one of White's essays, there is no
puzzlc in_his popularity, To hi
rs, White is far more than a
writer, He s their mentor and
their sharpest, clearest eyes. He is
the perceptive voice that nudges
them into an_acknowledgment of
human absurdity and an enthus-
iasm for human dignity.

He is the glorious master of
gentle nonsense. He is the una-
bashed wearer of his heart on his

of course, he is the

pen. And,
greatest lty\l.lt in American letters.

seems, before White knows it—he
is mulling over Spring and the
memory of other Springs and the
realization that each Spring—and
its viewers—must pass.

]

80 IT GOES—musing on one

“THE POINTS of My Compass,”
E. B. White's latest book—and
mav there be many more—brings
|to ﬁse meptl" reader all the gifts
’s previous writing.

Submled “Letters for the East,
the West, the North, the South,”
it brings"the reader glimpses from
White's small world and musings
about his—and our—large one.

13
principally it give hat W 3
e et mctore of| LTV Arts Festival
a man trying to come to terms| Exhibit Application
Deadline Announced

with the complexity that we call
life.

Mrs. Robert Bevier and Mrs. Earl

Roth have announced that appl

tions are being accepted for arts
and crafts to be exhibited at the
Troy Arts Festival June 22 and 23
at the Troy High School.

The exhibitions will  include all
arts and crafts eatégories and dem-
onstrations of seulpturing, weaving,
carving and pottery making. Dead-
line for accepting applications has
been set for June 1.

For further information concern-
ing exhibits contact Mrs. Robert
Bevier or Mrs. Earl Roth. PFor
demonstrating #rts or crafts con-
tact Mr. or Mrs. William Carnegie.

2
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LIKE ALL imaginative persons,
White finds even the minor aspects
of life complex. Or perhaps it is
that he realizes that there are no
minor aspects of life. So Freddy
the dachshund—who used to lie on
White's bed—lmh naturally and
easil; nto. a consideration of
poln.nrll bedfellows.

The paucity of nesting places
for doves in today's city suggests
to him our need to cultivate the
symbolic dove that there may be
tomorrow’s' city.

The purchase of a puppy starts
his inquiry into beginnings; and

ore we know it—almost, it

thing, White finds himself musing |

.| wisely suspecting that they have

on another and another. And the
reader moves along, musing, too,
smiling when White smiles, look-
ing where White looks—and some-
times seeing so clearly at second
hand that the view almost breaks
the heart.

This sharing of self with reader
is, of course, the key stone of the
personal essay. It may also be the
clue to why this literary form, once
s0 widely practiced, is sadly neg-
lected today. Contemporary writers
generally hide behind the third
person, perhaps fearing to reveal
themselves in the big I, perhaps

with us.

officers.

too little to reveal.

E. B. White, 8 man of parts
and & man of heart, has never had
to entertain such fears. His essays

out the landscape with phrases as

wry as cocked eyebrows. And
though the reader finds himself
thinking time and again, “I wish
T'd said that,” he finishes the trip

grim, Birmingham.

and then types what she has
written. Behmd her in her “office” is a bulletin board on
which she posts poems, pictures and clippings. The office is
also a favorite napping place for a smoke-colored Angora cat
named Gordie Howe Cooper. The Coopers live at 383 Pil-

stric Photo by Bill Thom
John) Cooper writes first in

Workshop
On Opera
To Begin

The Birmingham - Bloomfield
Committee of the Detroit Grand
Opera Assoclation is ready again
for the second year to present the
“Anatomy of Opera Mark 11" works
shop series at the Baldwin Public
Library.

The series will be five morning
sessions April 29 and 30 and May
1, 2 and 3 plus an evening lecture
on April 30 on the opening night
opera “Otella”.

Registration has been taking
place at Grinnell's Opera Table.

foroe

THE AREA chairman for the
Committee will introduce the lec-
turers,

On Monday, “Tosca” with Mrs.

bert Le;

On Tuesday, “La Traviata” Wlﬂl
Lloyd Murphy, Detroit Conserva-
tory of Music and Marygrove Col-
lege, will be introduced by Mrs.
Raymond Perring, chairman of the
Birmingham-Bloomfield committee.

On Tuesday evening, “Otello,”
with Marius Fossenkemper, Detroit
Conservatory of Music and Mercy
College, will be introduced by Mrs,

ore Yntema, chairman of the
women’s committee of the Detroit
Grand Opera jon.

On Wednesday, “Die Meister-
singer yon Nuernberg”, with Ber-
tha Seifert, head of music depart-
ment, Kingswood School, will be
introduced by Mrs. Carl Sundberg,
Bloomfield Hills.

Next 'Thursday, “Caravlleria

(See OPERA, 3-D)

OUTLINES GROUP’S ACTIVITIES, AMBITIONS

1

your budget. We invite you to com

(ptlel,

EL 6-7770 21215 Southiield Ra. at 11 Mite Rd. . KE 7-6125

Robinson Reports on BAA

By LARRY EVOE |
City Editor
The purpose of the Bloomfleld
Art_Association whose headquar-
ters ‘are at the Birmingham Art
Center, Is to provide a community-|
widp, . studie-

e gallery _ center, city |
<com were told Monday|
night.

In a thru-un Iener to the
comrhission, Eliot Ro BAA
president, outlined u.. group’s
activities and accomplishments at
the art center since its opening
in 1961

3

AT THAT TIME the BAA
moved into the old sewage treat-
ment plant and embarked on a
program of improvement to the
buildings and grounds that is still
going on.

Robinson said that because the
art center {s larger than the BAA’s
former headquarters on North
Woodward, the organization has
been able to greatly expand the
scope of its activities and service
to the community.

.t

Lots of folks are saving for the down payme
the safest, fastest way to accumul

They know that’s

need. It's easy too. Just set aside whatever you can regul
dends regularly too. Our mortgage rates and terms are

SAVINGS &

ithout the cooperation of city

LOAN ASSOCIATION

officials, this would not have been
possible,” Robinson said.
‘

AS OF JANUARY, 1963, the|
total amount spent on improve-
ments at the art center was $37,-
912 according to Robinson.

He noted, however, th
ment program is not finished and
changes both inside and outside
plans are underway to make more
the building.

By next winter the BAA expecta
to remodel the meeting room and
foyer. The landscaping of the out-
door exhibit and program areas
will also be completed.

.

ACTIVITIES at the center have
increased in direct proportion to

Sings Haydn Solo

Doraleen McNelly, soprano solo-
ist at Kirl e-Hills, Bloomfield
Hills, will ainz a lead part in the
presentation of Joseph }llydn s
“The Creation” at 7:30 p.m., Sun-

the space and equipment the BAA
has been able to provide Robinson

very large part of the pro-
gram is devoted to educational
activities, with emphasis on quality
instruction that cannot be obtained
elsewhere in this area,” he sai
He-noted that since June, 1961,
ﬂu BAA has had 1,123 pupils, 356
of whom have been children.
Robinson said it required a
“great deal of hard work by our
members apd no small amount of
financial support.” The BAA's
operating expenses for 1962 were
$26,250,
SRR AR]
“ALL OF THE activities at the
Birmingham Art Center are open
to the publie,” Robinson said. “To
insure maximum community par-
nup-um in our program, events

for their efforts

M‘m featured in a forthcoming

publication that ellll the center “a
cultural showplace.”

In 1962 the BAA was the winner

es.”
Hu said the center has received
acelaim

day at Christ Methodist Ghurch,
Detroit.

Save To Buy Your Family The Home They Want!

acecount
late the cash they
larly. We give big divi-

always tailored to fit
e in soon and talk to one of our helpful

nt on & home in a savings

(See BAA, 3-D)

On Savings

CURRENT

but in admiration
and puts down the book, a happier

[ Deteoit offic, 204 State 8t, WO 21078

(Per Annum)

|

Compounded
and
Paid Quarterly

%

and richer man. Who can ask for

more than that?

e




