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ration point.

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is
the eighth in a series of dis-
patches to The Eccentric from
Donald Dennis and his wife,
Margaret, as they make a
seven-month trip around the
world. Dennis teaches art at
Bloomfield Hills High School;
his wife is a teacher in the
same school system. The fol-
lowing letter was written after
the couvle had arrived in Sai-
gon, South Vietnam.

The French have left their mark
on Vietnam vividly, and Saigon has
fared well as a result. To us, this

has been a most welcome change
after visiting several of the other
populated areas in the Far East.
In spite of all the tension ﬁn
the air due to the Viet Cong in
filtration, this city brings a touch
of Paris to the Orient.
The clean, wide boulevards lined
with rubber trees which
sidewalks, make walking a pleas-
ure. Outdoor cafes are everywhers,
and one has only to walk a few
feet to find a bench under a shade
tree to relax and catch a glimpse
of the passing parade.
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AND WHAT 2 passing parade

Behind the Welcome Mat

by CORRINE ABATT

A short time ago I’ received a
letter from a national magazine
| asking me to buy a subscription.

To capture my interest the letter
Enmd some of the pleasurable fea-

tures that Would be in fature 5.
| sues. Som of them sounded wo:

| reading, but two on the list left
me with a h feeling.

One will offer more information
about the filming of the movie,
“Cleopatra” and the other is a
piece where Micky Rooney talks
about himself including his present
financial crisis. Now if there were
ever two stories I can live without
reading, they are these.

e

THE FIRST will doubtless men-
tion Elizabeth Taylor and Richard
Burton and while these names may
sell magazines to some people they
won't sell one to me. I am tired
just of seeing these two names in
print, let alone reading about them.
I don't care who they love, what
they eat, wear, say, think, feel
and do.

PREVIOUSLY THE old Frank

it is! The Vietnamese people are
friendly and seem to a

are almost always
dllndl)‘ dr“led in the traditional
skirts and pantaloons which give
them a very feminine appearance.
They are petite pretty and
the colorful slit skirts flbttering
around the long slacks along with
the equally tolorful parasols or
umbrella hats give them an ap-
pearance distinetive from that of
the rest of the Oriental women.

o1

BICYCLES ARE the main meth-
od of transportation, and Saigon is
equipped with about 500,000 of
them. These, along with French
Renaults, lhlhn Fiats and Ameri-
ean mn

pacple.

Another method of transporta-
tion is-the “'Il]ow pole carrier”
He succeeds ncing  hea:
loads by baskets from

Gardner national

Iove eonust has topped my list of
most tiresome reading material.

1 think we've hit a new high in

activities of such couples continue
to make headlines month after
month.

As to Micky Rooney and his
financial problems — who cares?
Everyone has financial problems,
hh just sound more exciting be-
involve more wives than
could accumulate in sev-
times.

\. e

A FRIEND suggested the col-
umn might list pamphlets that
would be of special interest to
readers. So with that in mind,
here’s one which can be mounted
on the medicine cabinet or the
kitchen cuphoard door.

To obtain a copy of the card-
board folder, “In Case of Poison-
ing” send five cents to the Ameri-
can Medical A ion, 535 N.

moat
eral i

The movie itself is
a classic and it put a pile of money
into circulation and kept a lot of
people employed and all that, but
my enthusiasm to see it has been
dimmed, if not killed, simply be-
cause I am weary of the two prin-
cipals. I wonder if the rest of the
public has reached the same satu-

Dearborn St., Chicago 10, Illinois.
Be sure to include the name of the
folder in your request.

For double ‘safety, mothers may
want to write the phone number of
our local poison center at the bot-
tom of the folder which is the
Poison Information Center in
Pontiac. .

both ends and jogging down the
streef

lrs amaging to me
load these people are uble to hndle
The baskets may skim the ground,
but they never seem to touch.
Most of these are lunch
counters that can go into operation
at the approach of a customer.

THE VERSATILITY. of the Or-
iental salesman never teases to

is the art,and craits salesman who
gives you his sales pitch right at
the dinner  table.

hand over -the more interested
party.

.
... PROBABLY the most en-
terprising salesman of all is the
newshoy on the corner by our hotel.
He can’t be more than eight years
old, and he stands a full meter in
height—bare feet, broad grin and
all. He makes up for his size in
his ip.
He has daily papers, both in
English and French, which he sells

Dossess
happy-go-lucky attitude in spite|cuss
the vrllent crisis.

the | tend ‘thie

for a nominal sum of 10 piastres|

(abeut 12 cents) to all of his
customers.

No sooner have you completed
this four page daily than

he is back at your table, smiling
and asking for your used edition.
This he carefully folds and returns
'to his pile to be sold again.

... THE HANDICRAFTS o
Vietnam are very painstakingly
earried out and are handled in an
apprenticeship fashion.

‘We were fortunate enough to be
able to take a tour 20 miles out
of the city to see a ceramic factory
and a lacquer-ware plant in opera-

tion. The amount of attention to

Saigon: A Touch of Paris in the Orient

detail and patience to achieve per-
fection in working with small
broken bits of egg shell and mother
of pear]l shell have made us a

preciate the end results even more.

DUE TO THE uhwillingness of
most tourists to leave the city,
we had the tour bus to ourselves.

Our obliging interpreter stopped bask

the bus frequently so that we
might better see life in the country.
As a result, our movie camera again
used more than our original allot-
ment of film, but we couldn't
resist. After all, it isn’t everydly
that one witnesses women drawing
water from an open well or water
buftalo plowing rice paddies.

Leaders Meet to Plan

~Leadership

lwmsmuli::d counselors from 21
schools will meet at
Oukland Univltlity today to make
final plans for the first annual

G;ﬁmr‘- Conference on Student
¢ Sehool)
by the

Conference

forms of meetings) and special
problems such as parliamentary
procedure, management principles
in administration, publicity, rumor
clinic, and discussion leadershij
High school stadent and faculty
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Novel

“ _ (Continued from 1-Dy

the rural obscurity she has insisted

np:l’:n important is Zimy
merman,

the high school ﬂn*l.

Zeus. The nhln: hinkd

man is revealed thrm‘h the inter.

action of several characters. at a

game, and through his

proniijs
schooh,

Zimmgrman holds retirement
over Caldwell’s head as rigorously
as Zeus held the arrow in Chiron.

Both were agonizing wounds bu
Zimmerman’s charity toward Cald-
well is somewhat less than the
chatity of Zeus.

CHARITY CﬂULD be the moral
of “The Centaur” if it has on-.
but the power of the book

to be in the style.

Updike has trimmed off all the
excess. The style is as lean as
the author. Three days anywhere,
especially in Pennsylvania, 'h-vl
never been accounted for so per~

ceptibly, so lucidly.

The parallel, theme is woven and
intertwined without causing diffie
culty to the reader. Caldwell's
Buick ( to and from

ership bomz
vision' of continuing dation
Governor Romney will
keynote the student leadership con-
ference which will be held April 22.

The university invited represent-
atives &f 21 co - planning high
schools to help develop a confer-
ence which would help high school
club and student government offi-
cers. All student oﬂcerx who at-
be upper-
classmen lelocted by the faculty
of their respective schools.

Each high school in the state
bas been promised space for at
least one student, and has
asked to lst in priority order the
names of additional students who
will be coming if space permits.

Following the governor’s address,
student participants will break into
discussion groups. There will Be
time durlng the day to attend one
group in each of three topic area:

These areas are group psychology
and human inter - relationships,|
practical  organization _structure

s
(duties of officers, committees and, \snu e University.

Hils are Willism Calhagn aad
Charles Robinson; from Birming-
ham Groves, Jane Cook and Jean
Sharrard; from Birmingham Sea-
holm, Robert Brown, Lillian Jack-
son and Carol Darling.

Attends Convention

Mrs. Peter Decker, science teach-
er at Derby Junior High School, re-
cently attended the 11th annual na-
tional science teachers convention
in Philadelphia, Pa. Over 5,000
science_teachers from the United
States and several foreign countries
attending the meetings, held from
March 29-April 2.

Reeeives Fellowship
Frederick W. Barber, 2588 York-
shire, Birmingham, has been named
as recipiént of a National Science
Foundation cooperative graduate
fellowship for advanced study in
science and mathematics. Barber
currently a student at Wayne

hool) provides situations which
elicit more emotional responses
than 100 Romhnh ink blot tests.

The idea and the emotion never
is ant of hand in the hands of
Updike, He is truly responsible ta
his art. Few writers have achieved
in a lifetime what he has at Bﬁ
years of age. _

THE CENTAUE is truly wise
and noble—as is its author. The
organic form allows the reader to
discover and grow. In a country
of matter of factness and smugness,
John Updike gives hope for better
things to come,

Yet some critics cry for the “blg
novel”—T'll wait till Updike is
ready, and he will be soon.

In Piano Recital

Peggy Bush; 13, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Bush, 2700 W.
Long Lake Road, Orchard Lake,
took part in a piano recital Mar.

30 in Highland Park.
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