PEOPLE'S COLUMN LETTERS

(Continued from 1-B)

. Religious Education Lacking
In Public School System

iTo the Editor:

In your. Eccentricities column
appearing in the March 28 issue
iof The Birmingham Eccentric, you
‘take the Bloomfield Hills School
Board to task for issuing erroneous
cost figures for transporting inde-

, pendent school children under the
proposed Fair School Bus Bill.

1 heartily agree with you that
their figures were both inaccurate,
and issued in haste. However, in
addition to the errors that you

~pointed out, you should also know
that they did not propose to amor-
tize the new bus costs over a five-
or 6-year period as they currently
do on their buses.

. Had they considered amortiza-
tion of new buses in their costs
study the estimated new bus cost
would have reduced by about
$100,000 for the first year and

- would have reduced their $216,000
erroneous estimate by this same
$100,000.

e

; IN YOUR column you also point
out that you do not agree with

#*this bill in principle and “feel that

., people send their children to pri-
.vate or parochial schools because
they believe their children will get
a better education.”

On this point I must disagree
with your reasoning. First of all,
you have put parochial and private

« schools into the same category as
to why people send their children
«Ito either.

children to private schools because
they believe they will get a better
education, but I send my children
to parochial schools because I
think they get a more complete
education by getting religious
training that is not available to
them in public schools.

Frankly, 1 believe that secular
education is as good in public
school as it is in parochial schools
but the religious education is lack-
ing.

It is hard for me to understand
why you believe that people who
believe in good religious training
for their children should stand
extraordinary costs for this benefit.

SECONDLY, you and I both
know that bus transportation of
school children is not & direct edu-
cational activity. Bus transporta-
tion was instituted for health and
safety reasons and perhaps should
well come under the department of
health except that the administra-
tion of it is easier under school and
school board supervision.

However, it is a health and safe-
ty benefit, and since it has no di-
rect association with education, ex-
cept to provide transportation to
and from the schools, it should be
provided to all school children, par-
ticularly if they are attending state
approved and state accredited
schools.

Certainly one state accredited
school is as good as another and
since the children must go to an

\. PERHAPS PE()I;LE send their

aceredited school by state law, then

they must be provided cqual bene-
fits as I see it.

THIRDLY, and in the next para-
graph of your column, you mention
that the state needs some control,
and that beyond bus control that
curriculum should come next.

| Certainly, bus transportation of
| independent school children can be
controlled by a state agency. Per-
haps it should be the school board,
or perhaps the highway commis-
sion because they are transporta-
tion experts, or perhaps the health
department because they are health
and safety experts. These all de-
serve consideration and should be
given it.

AS FOR control of independent
school curriculum, the state now
has an_accrediting system which
should be the right device for de-
termining if the school meets the
standards set by the state.
Perhaps I have not succeeded in
corvincing you that all children at-
tending state accredited and ap-
proved schools should get equal
noneducational benefits, but I be-
lieve that you should be aware of
my thinking as well as the think-
ing and beliefs of a large number
of families in the area.

You are entitled to your opinion,
but there can be only one set of
facts concerning bus transporta-
tion.

KEITH J. ACKLEY
1090 Northover
Birmingham

baseball to allow themselves to
become involved in a fund squabble
with Little League baseball in
Birmingham.

per season for our son to play in
the Major League of Little League,
When the season was completed,
he turned in the uniform and was
able to keep the hat.

to maintain the League and that

for forming the
League.
plenty of boys in the city to main-
tain all leagues.

Page The Birmingham Eccentric
4-B  Thursday, April 11, 1963

Enough Boys
For Leagues
In B’ham

hame for Babe Ruth

We, as parents, contributed $20

I am sure this money was enough

they didn’t need any Babe Ruth
League help.

\ e

SOUNDS LIKE “sour grapes”
to me that tiow a new Pony & Colt
League is forming to give more of
the 13- and I4-year-old a
chance to play, that Babe Ruth is

Why wasn’t this

years ago?
Thanks to the hard-working men
Pony & Colt

like * there are

te five or six

Seems

A PARENT

DIT Receives
Accreditation,

expanding to include pix new teams. | o

Special Week

Three Birmi: -

'Disagrees with Hogan
On Hills Board Action

To the Editor:

In Mr. Hogan's belated discussi
of the school i
action of the Bloomfield Hills

accuses the board of erring, if not
of outright falsehood.
In view of the importance of the

principle involved and of the grav-|revenue proposals on their merits
ity of the charge it is regrettable|rather than in a spirit of non-

that Mr. Hogan did not choose to
attend the school board meeting
to enlighten its members as well
as the many interested voters who
were in attendance.

IN HIS closing paragraph, Mr.
Hogan expresses the opinion that
the result of the board’s action
would be a disenchantment of the
parents of nonpublic school chil-
dren who could no longer hope for
any benefit from their tax dollars.

It is my belief that the parents
of these children will continue to
benefit from the school taxes prin-
cipally in the same manner in
which all of us benefit: namely,
by living in a community made
literate with the aid of all our
school taxes,

IT IS only on the basis of this

The Nonpubli; ,

People Stand
Double CostA

To the Editor:

1 write_you in regard to Mr.
Hogan’s March 28 column, Ec.
centricities.

First, I must congratulate Mr.
Hogan for his effort to set straight
the facts and figures as presented
by the Board of Education of the
Bloomfield Hills School District in
its effort to defeat the Fair Play
Bus Bill (Senate Bill 1144) being
considered by the State Legis-
lature,

The primary reason for m:
writing, though, is to take Mr.
!{DKIH to task for his statement
in the same column, “I don’t hap-
pen to agree in principle with the
bill. I feel that people send their
children to private or parochial
schools because they believe their
c_hildren will get a better educa-
tion. For this benefit, 1 believe that
they should stand the cost.”

IT SEEMS to me that this state-
ment infers that, because of his
personal opinion, Mr. Hogan will
cast his ballot on this very im-
portant issue without due consider-
ation of the wishes of at least
one-third of the people he is sworn
to represent.

Mr. Hogan says that the parents
who choose to send their children
to nonpublic schools should “stand
the cost”—that, Mr. Hogan, they
most certainly do, in fact, it ap-
pears to me that they stand twice
the cost. o0

AND NOW to come to the point,
Just what makes Mr. Hogan feel
he is best representing the in-
terests of these parents, who pay
the same school taxes as those
parents who use the public schools;
it, when they ask to use the trans.
portation system_financed by these
school taxes, they must rely for

o H

|concept of ‘return - for - the - tax -
|dollar’ that a school tax can justi-
bus bill and thefiably be collected from older and/
or childless property owners who
School Board with respect to it, he|do not even have the option of
|using the school facilities.

It is hoped, therefore, that -all
residents will consider future school

cooperation.

1449 Cedar Bend
Bloomfield Hills

They Bought
Houses for
Their Charm

To the Editor:

Under the pictures of the two
houses in the March 28 Eccentric
“Community Values,” someone
made a big mistake and I wish to
correct it now. The present owners
purchased these homes (on Town-
send in Birmingham) some 10
years ago and they were in very
good condition.

No one has ever told us to “Fix
‘em up or move out.” That could
apply very nicely to the other
seven houses in the block.

e

WE BOUGHT them for their
charm among beautiful shade trees
and convenience to downtown Bir-
mingham. These houses are called
|the New England corner, and we
have taken great pride and much
lenjoyment dressing them up and
hope most _sincerely they will not
be taken for a parking lot.

Two of these homes are in the
April issue of “Better Homes and
Gurdens.”

MRS. DAVE DE WOLFE

Give Other

;'8 Candidates

City Tasks

To the Editor:

T would like to take this oppor-
tunity to extend my warmest and
most sincere congratulations to our
new city commissioner, Dave
Breck, and also to our two stalwart
anchor men, Bill Roberts and Bill
Burgum.

We're in good and capable hands
to guide us through the exciting
and vital days ahead.

1 would like to note, however,
that in the wake of the most spir-
ited campaign in years; as a com-
munity, we can point with pride to
eight citizens who, though not
elected to public office, have never-
theless demonstrated their desire
to serve their community.

IT WOULD be nice to think that
these civic-minded citizens might
be called upon when needed to lend
whatever thoughts, ideas, and ef-
forts might better facilitate the
expansion and growth of Birming-
ham in the days and months ahead.

Let me take this opportunity to
express my deepest, most heartfelt
thanks to all of the wonderful

on
who casts his ballot on the basis
of a personal opinion and not on
the basis of the expressed wishes
of a large number of his consti-
tuents?

TERRENCE E. REYNOLDS
751 N. Eton
Birmingham

people who supported me in my
first quest for major public office,
Your confidence and trust is most
reassuring. 1 hope, somehow, that
it is possible for me to meet each
of you in the days ahead.
ROBERT J. SPAULDING
708 W. Lincoln

Birmingham

LUCY G. MERRITT

Movie Guide
Draws Praise |

To_the Editor: I
Thank you for your efforts to-
wards improving the character and
|morals of our youth by publishing |
the movie rating guide each week. |
Dr. DeWindt of The Kirk gave|
a sermon last Sunday which in part
was directed to what he feels is
the extremely poor effect of a
good share of our present day films
and TV fare on young people.

I AGREE wholeheartedly and|
it occured to me that you are doing
what you can to at least let par-
ents know what the film content is.

I hope that perhaps through your
publisher or editorial associations
you can let other papers know that

effort.

parents do appreciate such an

ROBERT G. BEGLE
5881 E. Miller Way

area residents are serving on :he{

Board of Trustees of the Detroit
Institute of Technology for which
Detroit Mayor Jerome P. Cavanagh
proclaimed April 1-7 NCA Accredi-
tation Week,

The institute was voted mem-
bership with full accreditation by
the North Central Association of
Colleges and Secondary Schools on
March 2

o

RAYMOND F. Giffels, Glen-
garry, Bloomfield Township, pres-
ident of Giffels & Rossetti, Inc., is
chairman of the board.

Vice chairman is George A. Por-
ter, 26 Warrington, Bloomfield
Hills, vice president of the Detroit
Edison Co. Bernard A. Chapman,
19320 Riverside Drive, Beverly
Hills, executive vice president of
the American Motors Corp., is a
board member.

DIT was recently preserntst ‘it
a new “home,” the seven-story
Colony Club-Labor Temple Build-
ing in Detroit, which it will occupy
in

Board Took
No Stand on
Pool Propesal

To the Editor:

My attention has been called to

r. E. Koester’s letter that
appeared in a recent issue of The
Eccentric under the headline “Con-
dems Hills Board in Action on Bus
Law.”

T'd like to begin this letter by
congratulating Mr. Koester on
speaking his views in this matter.
As a long-time member of the
Bloomfield Hills Board of Eduea-
tion, I am well aware of the fact
that too few citizens speak their
mind about public affairs, and, as
a result, elected officials are not
always able to determine the true
sentiment of the community re-
garding current issues.

For Mr. Koester to express his
feelings regarding the current
school bus controversy is a public
service.

e

HOWEVER, I do feel that when
he makes statements about public
als, he should know the facts
and state the truth, Unfortunately,
he did not do this when he indi-
cated in his letter that our board
of education “had i

your property.

FMRA[ Hardware and Supply, inc.

FREE
" OFFER

TO THOSE WHO WANT A BETTER_LAWN THIS YEAR!
We will sketch out a plot plan of

We will prescribe an -to-follow
Scotis program just right for your lawn.

We will give you a "get acquainted” can
of Scotts new all-purpose weed killer.

PRE-SEASON EXTRA BIG
TRADE IN ALLOWANCE i i et e ot pomes e

build a magnificent natatoriam”
and that we considered an expendi-
ture of a half-million dollars for
this purpose “reasonable and justi-
fied.”

Also, the statement that we
asked “the families of nonpublic
school students” (or anyone else)
o pay for a half-million dollar
pool is -incorrect.

FEDERA

SOUTHFIELD at 12 MILE RD.
EL 6-7300

PLENTY FREE
PARKING SPACE

KE 78150

HARDWARE

& SUPPLY, inc.

OPEN THURS., FRI. TILL 9 P.M.
SUNDAYS 10TO 4

THE FACI‘(S of this matter are
that the Bloomfield Hills Board of

Education has for several years
felt that it should not ask the tax-
payers of the district for funds
with which to build a swimming
pool, and we have resisted propos-
als that we include money for a
pool in our bond issues for new
school buildings.

The only reason that a proposal
regarding a swimming pool was on
last summer’s school ballot was
that a group of citizens circulated
and submitted to the board a peti-
tion calling on us to put a swim-
ming pool proposition on the bal-
lot.

UNDER THE laws of the State
of Michigan, we were required to
accept this petition and give the
citizens of the district an oppor-
tunity to vote upon a pool.

The board of education took no
position regarding the swimming
pool proposition. The board neither
favored nor opposed the pool.

The proposition was on the bal-
lot only because Michigan Law re-

{tto be there following the
submission to the board of a legal
petition signed by a specified num-
ber of voters.

DAVID W. LEE

{(Scufts
e

{awn Pigrany

and beetla grubs

R

*12.90 VALUE

IF BOUGHT SEPARATELY

HALTS

2500 SQUARE FEET
of BEAUTIFUL LAWN

« TURF BUILDER

Halts applied now will prevent crabgrass seeds in your lawn from becoming
beauty destroying plants this summer, Turf builder will give your lawn that
much needed spring feeding without danger of burningl Get a 2500 square
foot bag of each in this offer and SAVE $2.00 over the regular pricel

FRANK'

© 14049 JOS. CAMPAU
© 22501 KELLY ROAD
® 14601 EUREKA RD.
© 27650 SCHOOLCRAFT

® 15025 W. McNICHOLS
© 25488 MICHIGAN AVE.
© 18200 JOY ROAD

S. WOODWARD—8!

DOUBLE PLAY:

The most wanted grass fertilizer
plus the best known crabgrass control
[AT A VERY SPECIAL SAVING!]

How can I have a thicker, lovelier
lawn this year? And how can I avoid
crabgrass?

Many home owners are asking these
two questions right now. And this
year the answers are cleager than
ever.

Take the fertilizer question first.
There are literally hundreds of
brands on the market. Good, bad and
indifferent. But one stands out head-
and-shoulders above the others —
TURF BUILDERS® It's the leader.

Feeds as it's needed

Only TURF BU! is Renarized —
the patented process that locks in the
nutrients until the right combination
of biological forces gradually brings
about their release. (No leaching
away in rain. No under or over-feed-
ing, regardless of the weather.) It's a
protein-builder that forces grass to
produce many new underground
shoots, develops sturdier growth,

Ask your neighbor
Second question — crabgrass. Here,
100, there are now all kinds of con-
trols, most of them newcomers, And
again, one stands out, with an un-

matched record of success. More
than two million people. have used
HALTS® in the past six years with
dramatic results. Your own neigh-
bors can tell you about it. You simply
walk it on now. HALTS stops crabe
grass before it start

Four jobs at once
In a half hour you can put TURF
BUILDER and HALTS on 2500 sq ft of
lawn. Then, if you should want to
plant seed you can go right ahéad.,
(No need to wait a month or two
as with other crabgrass controls.)
And as a final bonus, HaLTs will also
rid your lawn of grubs and the moles
and pests that feed on them,

How to save a quick $2
(or even $71)
Your Scotts Dealer is all set to help
solve your lawn problems and save
you money in the bargain. For a
limited time he is featuring a bag
of TURF BUILDER and a bag of HALTS
at a special $2 saving—and if
you need a new
Scotts Spreader
he can save you
an additional $5,

© 0w 5corT 8 s0xs, MANTIVILLE, Oui0




