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America House Opens Branch in Birmingham

By EVELINE OEN
Arts Editor

‘There’s a stir among local crafts-

men—and there will soon be a stir |

among local crafts lovers.

The cause? “America House— will be operated more or less as an/

on the “crafts gallery” which will

be located at 555 E. Maple, ad- plays of the stock on hand. |

jacent to. Englander's.

| ALTHOU(‘H RI'V by England-
er's, “America House — Michigan”

area craftsmen) in addition to dlx-i
are from the Birmingham-Bloom- |

Little stock will be handled on'field area.

consignment; most will have been|

purchased from the artist. | ericks, 440 Lakepark, Birmingham;

Glen Kaufman, head of the weav-

STOCK WILL be acquired ing department, Cranbrook Acad

Michigan”—the first branch of New entity, according to Miss Leota through two channels: first, works emy of Art, Bloomfield Hills; Wil-

York's “America House” to be
opened in the nation—will be here

in Birmingham. It will open May 6. |

construction is already under way

Carroll,
Englander’s.

on Michigan and North Central

Basically, the new shop will have the New York “America House”
A franchise for the branch has'crafts exhibitions almost continual- which would already have passed
been granted to Englander’s and ly (with emphasis particularly up- |through its board of selection. |

advertising director for okayed by the branch’s board of liam E. Pitney, 1020 Hazel,

selection, and, second, works lrnm‘Blrmingh.m, head of ‘the ceramics
department at Wayne State Uni-

versity;.John A. Foster, 1166 N.

of the Michi

Five of the eight members on

|and Crafts; and his wife,
They are sculptor Marshall Fred- | ceramics and enamel instructor for interior design co-ordinator asso-

| department at the Society of Arts
Edith,

the University' Center for Adult
Education and The Community
House.
e
OTHERS NOT from this area
on the board are architect Alden
Dow, Midland; Michzel Vizzini,

the Michigan board of selection|tion and head of the ceramics|of the metalcraft department n

the Society of Arts and Crafts
{and Beverly Niemic of Detrolt.

ciated with Englander's.
Local craftsmen have been in-
vited to submit work for dilphy
(and sale). An exhibition will be
held in conjunction with the store’s
opening. The board of selection
[will ‘meet April 22 to jury the

Woodward, Birmingham, president (Oak Park, president of the Michi- |show. (Entry blanks may be ob-
gan Potters Associa- gan Silversmith’s Guild and head 'tained by writing to America

House, 565 E. Maple, Birmingham.) |and the Museum of Contemporary
e

THE INTERIOR and exterior of | 17 New York

the Birmingham “America House” | ot
were designed by the late David
|Campbell, president of the Ameri- |
can_ Craftsmen’s Council. He died
|about two weeks ago. Am "

The establishment will be rem- Pnlldcnt of the board of direc-
iniscent of the New York shop— [tors of “America House” is Mrs,
also designed by Campbell—which | Vanderbuilt Webb. She is also chair-
iis located on 53rd Street, across man of the board of the American
from the Museum of Modern Art|Craftsmen’s Council,

“America House”
cooperated closely with the
erican Craftsmen’s Council; its
| stated purpose is “to obtain greater
ition for the creative work
outstanding American  crafts-

Curtain Rlses for Three ‘0pemng nghts
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Suspense Kept

Withi
Reviewed by
ANNETTA WONNBERGER
Between-the-acts speculation on
the identity of the villian ran high
at the Friday night opening of the
Birmingham Village Players’ cur-
rent thriller “Design for Murder,”

by George Batson.

Performing before a full house
benefit audience sponsored by the
Bloomfield Farms Garden Club, the
Players held the first-nighters in
suspense until the final curtain.

As the action-moved from the
rather static trivia of an end-of-a-
party drawing room situation to
the unanticipated ending, each
character suggested possible clues
for suspicion. In spite of a slow
start, the performance gained mo-
mentum as the cast built toward
the climatic curtains of the second
and third acts.

PAGE GILRAY lent her own in-|

terpretation to the role of Celia
Granger, the part played by Tallu-
lah Bankhead on Broadway. Neatly
avoiding the trap of stylistic imi-
tation, Page portrayed the proud
but impoverished Celia as a woman
of sincere charm and dignity.

Competent in their supporting
roles were Peg Reid as the win-
ningly scatter-brained Louisa Cort-
landt and Mary Lou Banes as the
sophisticated Martha Brand. Katy
Spihning played the housekeeper,
Mrs. Hamilton, with a finesse
which helped materially in building
suspense.

Bill Seeback as the chauffeur
Moreno, an opportunistic Don Juan,
displayed his versatility in creat-
ing a personality quite different
from his last success as a much
dominated Mamma's Boy. On the
other hand, Ben Benson's suave and

slightly sinister characterization of | .

David Granger served to enhance
his previously established image of
the “Handsome Young Man.”

NO WHODUNIT would be com-
plete without a cop, a detective
and a maid.

Howard Thomsen was seen
briefly but convincingly as the law,
while Fran Matousek provided just

Show Magazine

Salutes Local
Art Efforts

Several Birmingham - Bloomfield
groups and individuals received na-
tional recognition this month_in
Show magazine’s salute to “De-
troit’s spectacular new cultural
coming-of-age.”

The organizations notably recog-
nized were Cranbrook Academy of
Art, the Bloomfleld Art Associa-
tion, the Birmingham Society of
Women Painters, the Terra Cotta
Sculptors, Cranbrook Music Guild
and Birmingham Town Hall. Bir-
mingham architect Minoru Yama-
saki’s outlook on Detroit is quoted

Also in the magazine's spread
were short articles on the United
Foundation and_its fund-raising
Torch Drive by Walter C. Laidlaw
of 704 Tottenham, Birmingham,

exccutive vice president of the |

‘Design’

the right amount of urbanity and
aggressiveness to “Design for
Murder’s” Private Eye.

Instead of one maid, “Design for
Murder” has two. Ann Walker as
the flirtatious Kathy and Vivian
Ross as the mysterious Nora Tay-
lor proved the truth of the old
theatrical saw that there are po
small roles. Both actresses made
their parts significant with their
vitality and skill.

As frequently happens, the pr
duction staff outAumbered the cast. |
The play was ably produced and |
directed by Warren Hersey, Ger-
trude Thomsen, and Betty Kegel.

The efforts of Jean and Bud
Detwiler, Louise Hersey, Audre

E

Capturing

\\nlh two Bernanl Buﬂ'el

9" |country club. Upon returning to

in if

‘Dog Suit’ Dressed
Up Well by Players

Reviewed by
RICHARD BAGG -

* *

as a birthday present unaware of
the future complications.

WHEN OLIVER begins to wear
his dog suit to visit neighbors, to
take walks and to work, a fi
crisis develops. “The family” is his
in-laws who are the prominent
Stoddard’s in town, who, among
things, control the local bank
where Ollie is employed.

For a brief time he is persuaded
to hang up the suit and he is pro-

moted in the bank, but this merely
gives him a case of discontentment.

Finally, he breaks the leash that
has held him to nine years of pleas-
ing the in-laws and resolves to go
to the woods of Oregon and be the
forester he had originally studied
and planned to be.

Happily ending the play, Martha
decides to get a poodle hair cut and
go with him.

“The Man in the Dog Suit”
scampered on stage and bow-wow-
ed weakly. The fault, however, was
not in the Franklin. Village Play-
ers, but in the authors Beieh and
Wright who gave the actors little
material with which to bark.

The story is about a man and
wife, Oliver and Martha Walling,
who attend a costume party at the

their suburban home, Oliver is un-
willing to give up the dog suit be-
| cause it has suddenly given him a
|new freedom of adventure. Well,
he does look cute in it, says his
wife, and the twins like their father
so Martha buys the costume

RAY MARX, the man in the dog
suit, acted with a fine sense of con-
0l and timing and therefore
turned in a believable and highly
amusing character. Marion Caskey
as the attractive wife, was at her
best in the scenes of Argument; in
fact, these scenes offered the big-
gest laughs of the evening.
Playing Martha's sister was
Margaret Thomas whose facial re-
actions carried her character well.
Likewise, Barbara Haynes, a tall
statuesque blonde, delivered her
few comic lines with smiling ease
and was

Reviewed b;
E. M. BRONEI

It was drizzling outside Friday
night when the St. Dunstan’s Guild
opened their presentation of
“Blood, Sweat and Stanley Poole,”
but inside the playhouse all was
clear weather. The performances

Professor Lectures
On Comic Tradition
In American Letters

A public lecture on “The Comic
Tradition in American Literature”
will be given by Myron Simon,
faculty member of the University
of Michigan Dearborn Center, at
the Southfield Public Library at 8
p.m. Friday.

public without charge and has been
arranged as a community service
by the Friends of the Southfield
Public Library.

Simon is a lecturer in English at
the Dearborn Center. He is the au-
thor of articles on American liter-
ature and literary criticism, is a
consultant’ with the textbook divi-
sion of the Harcourt, Brace Pub-
lishing Co., and is & member of
the advisory committee of the
Metropolitan Detroit Bureau of
School Studies.

The lecture will be open to the|

‘Pooled’ Efforts
e Sparkle

were bright, the interpretations
lucid, and the evening spirited. The
play will be repeated Friday and
Saturday.

James and William Goldman, co-
authors of the 1960 Broadway play,
write about a peace time army
nagged by peace time worries.
There is the good-humored quality
of “Sgt. Bilko” about this play
without the need to reach for gim-
micky problems.

In “Blood, Sweat and Stanley
Poole,” the army has decided that
all officers must produce evidence
of at least two years of college
study, and those with stripes must
be able to pass a high school com-
prehensive examination.

P

THE MEN who have enlisted
with barely a grammar school edu-
cation find themselves at the mercy
of an unscrupulous captain in
charge of the examinatipns. They
kick back to him from their supply
rooms, their trucking and hospital
equipment, their access to liquor
and influence, to “buy” a diploma.

Without preaching or chalking it
on the blackboard the play deals
with the worth of the individual,
| his dignit ility to act in
| concert. gf"wlﬂ authors work
with humén beings the play also
! (See BPARKLE, 3-D)

THE BIRMINGHAM ECCENTRIC, BIRMINGHAM, MICHIGAN
April 4, 1963 SEC. D

. Backstage S

“Just a little more grease paint right here and " mume
bles Dick Orton of 18811 Riverside Drive, Beverly Hills,
Dick, a sophomore at Groves High School, played the sup-
porting role of Mr, Edwards in the high sehool’s Dramaticus
Club production of “Kind Lady,” staged last wuke_nd in the
high school. The play, a psychological mystery, was adapted
by Edward Chodorov from a book by Hugh Walpole. Miss
Katherine Bigge directed the production.

SEE SINGAPORE FROM PEDICAB

when mtoxiclted

MR. BEAL, in the play the man
| who had escaped the chains of

| cial conformity by wearing three
hats and on two occasions rose to
the ceiling and bumped his head,
was handled with comfortable poise
by Chet Hard. He would simply
walk into the Walling home and
find comfort in talking with the
dog.

Less convincing but no less
poised was Doug Van Dyke who
portrayed the young man who al-
most got pushed into the doghouse
of family demands, but he was
saved by the example of Oliver.

OTHER MEMBERS in the cast
included the demanding, strong-
minded brother-in-law played by
George Spindler, the ever ranting
brother handled by Paul Bergeron;
the stately mother enacted by
Marie Bates; and the pampered
playboy son, carried humorously by
Paul Settle.

Eccentrie Photo by Bill Thom

the Image

ml purlrmlq to serve as style

children’s

0
.\ukht by Betty Conn
James J. Yaw, co-director of

Drive, Bloomfield Hills. After

French pastry

trled domx portraits of Mrs,
Fine Arts in Jacobson's, which

arranged the sneak preview for the children. Hard at work
on his drawing is Craig Spangler, 8, of 14656 Sodon Lake

the lesson in French style and

technique, the young portrait painters indulged in a little
an(l pink lemonade.

An invitational exhibit of crafts|inen, established the weaving de-

The small stage was handsomely
dressed and neatly designed by
Harold Geiger as were the lights
and sound well executed by Don
Odle.

HAVING TO place and move as
many as nine characters at once
was no small task but it was han-
dled with deft skill by the director

(See PLAYERS, 2-D)

BAA Artlst-Craftsmen Exhlbltlon
Honors Mrs. Eliel Saarinen

ARTIST - CRAFTSMEN  whose

by 42 artist-craftsmen will open partment at Cranbrook in 1928, work will be on display in the main
g"‘;‘:’l ‘:)'{’“;“:;1‘";? k“"d l‘i;‘l“"'d Sunduy at the Birmingham Art|three years after she came there|part of the exhibit are J. T. Aber-
e [irkway, Bloom- | Center; the show will run through with her husband who headed the nathy, Adela Akers, Eleen Auvil,
eld Hills, general chairman of lh";,\mn 28. academy’s school of architecture. | Russell and Susan Bolt, Ruce Blyth,

1963 Torch Drive.

THE MAGAZINES president
and publisher (Hurgington Hart-
ford and Frank Gibney respec-
tively) in a brief editorial comment
noted that “Detroit is far from
being the only American city that
has formed a full and self-sustain-
ing cultural life of its own; but it
is equally true that Detroit has
long been a pathfinder in this proc-
ess of cultural decentralization.

“Detroit pride has a lot to do
with it. In their.determination to
excel, the people of Detroit re-
solved to accept no art or music or
drama that was second-rate or
secondhand. The result . . . has
been an engagement with the arts
—as creators and participating
audience—that is second to none.”

| “Outstanding  Michigan

men in Weaving, Ceramics and
Metal, Honoring Loja Saarinen” i
an “exhibition featuring jewelry, |

fabrics.

Glen Kuufman, head of the weaving
department at Cranbrook Academy
of Art, and Arlen Linn, weaver.

A RECEPTION, which is open
to the public, for the artists will be
held from 2 to 5 p.m. Sunday at
the art center.

Work by Loja Saarinen of Vaughn
Road, Bloomfield Hills, will be fea-
tured in a special exhibit to honor
her, held in conjunction with the |
craftsmen show. Mrs. Saarinen,
widow of architect Eliel Saarinen
and mother of the late Eero Saar-

Crafts- She was head of the department

for 14 years.

| 80 that in the completed building,

grated unit.  Kingswood

effort and
project.”

and at Berea

MRS. SAARINEN was also one
pottery, rugs, wall hangings and | of the first artist-craftsmen to ere-
|ate and coordinate interior fabrics
Co-chairmen of the exhibition are|in collaboration with an architect

every detail was part of an inte-
School-
Cranbrook is an example of such an
is a Saarinen “family

One-man exhibitions of her work
have heen held at the Architectural
League of New York, the Detroit
Institute of Art, the Norfolk Mu-
| seum of Art and Science, Crafbrook
Academy of Art, the Toledo Museum
of Art, the Cincinnati Museum of
Art, at Northwestern University

College,

Anna K. Burgess, Mary Elizabeth
Crawford, Gawaine Dart, Richard
DeVore.

Robert H. Diebboll, Murray and
May Douglas, Audrey and Robert
Engstrom, John Foster, Maija
Grotell, Martha Halsted, Marc
+| Hansen, Shirley Kallus, Glen Kauf-
man, Svea Kline.

Earl Krentzin, Richard B. Leach,
Ethel K. Lewis, Arlen Linn, Hiro-
ko Oba, Gordon Orear, Dorothy

Pfleiderer; Nancy Manes Plum,
James H. Powell, Charlotte C.
Quinn, Margaret Schlafe, Rose-

marie Simonton, Anna Smith, John
and Susan Stephenson, Katherine
Ux, Norma M. Wiesner, Toni Wolff
and Marie Woo.

The exhibit will be open from 2
to b p.m. daily except Mondays.

EDITOR'S NOTE: This is
the seventh in a series of
dispatehes to The Eccentric
from Donald Dennis and his
wife, Margaret, as they make
a seven-month trip around the
world. Dennis teaches art at
Bloomfleld Hills High School;
his wife is a visiting teacher
in the same school system.
The following letter was writ-
ten In Singapore after the
couple had spent a few days
there,

If it were only possible to record
all of the smells and sounds of the
market place and splice this to our
films, then maybe we could capture
the excitement and activity of the
Chinese markets.

... Here in Singapore, Marmie
and I found the answer in hiring a
pedicab and telling our driver to
take us through the markets. The

used to shuttle freight from

|conveyance is a tricycle with a
|sideseat almost large enough for
two adults.

Safely and firmly seated, our
movie camera pointed straight over
the cyclist’s shoulder, we were off

for one of the wildest, most color-
ful rides imaginable.
PR

that we were exposed to enough to

ed in “belling” his way into areas
so tight that we were brushing
stalls on both sides at one time.

a mass of eonfusion consisting of |

fish, fowl and mutilated meats—

all together like a tossed salad.
All the while our guide was

shouting, Marmie laughing and my

THE DRIVER wanted to be sure|,n4 melons, and always behind us

make good pictures, and he delight- | yalt "t U0 F eigners.

Chinese, Indians, fruits, vegetables, of the family wash.

.Couple Has Wild Tour of Marketplace

next—and the sights, sounds and sea turtle being held aloft by an
smells were overwhelming. equally rotund saleswoman.

On our left, three pajama-clad .“Bmells of all descriptions—
women were arguing about the|/many completely new to us—were
price of bean sprouts; on our right, [in every breeze, and when the
several men were squatting over a | breezes stopped, these smells were
tub of hot water full of chickens even greater.
and feathers; in front of s, &| guch was out tour of Chinese
peddler was pushing a cart laden m“km_ one we  wouldn't have
with bananas, oranges, pineapple! ittty P08 VT 4.

»ON! DAY OF walking through
bnun and along the water-

l nt makes you aware of the fact
ROUNDING a corner, we would that Singapore is the ,,\dtmz pot

were the children shouting and

Often we would “dead end” into|first notice the buildings on both hetween India and Chi

sides laden with clothes poles full The fishermen and produca ped-

dlers all seem to be Chinese while
Then, with a closer perspective, m “merchants‘are the.tall,

|we were witness to the xlnughur duiutlnnod and heavily bearded

of ducks, chickens and pigeons on mdj,m By. contrast, the Chineée

|request—or a heavy set Chinese

cameragrivding. gentleman, shirt tail flying, com<

R

wear pajéma-styled dungarees and
straw.

THE WATER'I:RON'I' of ISIngapore is a
busy place with ships from almost e na-
tion and of almost every size nnd“anut
every description in view. Smaller boats are

UP ONE ALLEY and down the

large ships an-

chored in the bays to shore and vice-versa.
Also along the waterfront, merchants, fisher- ~change in traffic direction, and we
men and peddlers of many different back- find thia our biggest problem of
grounds and attire mingle and trade,

wide'- britmed
ta mateh whne'm

plete with goatee, shorts and san-|straw “si

dles, admiring  large, squirming’ Indiang. are 4 and: m_
. wrapped.; 3 §

- Somewhere’ in between is the
short, dark yluiu. with a col

fu) shirt va'lava”™ or sd g.

.

IT'S DIFFICULT for the tourist
to walk by the shops without being
bodily pulled in to examine the
merPhandise or to be followed sev-
eral yards up the street by a high-
pressured nrn:mln who lowers the
price on anything from small gems
to bolts of clpth as you walk.

+ The waterfront is a busy
place with ships of all descriptions
moving in and out at all times. Our
observations cause us to believa
that the port of Singapore has as
much as Hong Kong but
lacks the color created by the
mingling junks and island backdrop.

A

WE HIRED a small deisel-
powered sampan for a cruise around
the harbor and for a closer look
at the activity aboard the vessels
and yachts lying at anchor. Most
of the traffic seems to be the load-
ing and unloading of freight and
passengers from ships further out
at anchor.

« .+« We leave for Saigon and
the French atmosphere Tuesday
morning, This means another

.

adjustment: which way do you look
first bafore crossing. the streetl



