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By MARGARET MORAN

America cannot compete success-
fully in furniture manufacture un-
less the designer turns our ma-
chine technology to advantage in
this fieli—thus does Hugh Acton,
a local designer and manufacturer,
explain how he was prompted to
develop his “system” of handsome,
precision-made furniture.

Acton was recently the recipient
of a top award by the American
Iron and Steel Institute for the
“imaginative use of steel” in a
folding pedestal table; almost any
of his designs could qualify for
such an honor, for their distinctive
feature is the use of metal bases
or frames to support prefinished
flat panels of wood, in almost in-
definite variations of size and func-
tion. \

AN ORIGINAL method of join-
ing the metal parts by uniform
screws and pegs, rather than by
welding, makes possible such pro-
duction benefits as compact stor-
age, easy shipping and simple as-
sembly, while retaining functional
strength and rigidity in literally
clean construction.

The first Acton furniture design
was made while he was acquiring
his master’s degree at the Cran-
brook Academy of Art. It was a
suspended beam bench which is in
the foreground of the picture.

Now, not a great many years
later, his catalogue—a work of art
itself—is replete with tables, ex-
ecutive desks, free-standing and
wall-mounted storage units.

Marshall Fredericks
Is Made Knight

By King of Denmark|s.

The Danish Consulate at Detroit
has announced Birmingham sculp-
tor Marshall Fredericks has been
made a Knight of the Order of
Dannebrog by His Majesty King
Frederik the Ninth of Denmark.

The honor is presented to Fred-
ericks in recognition of his efforts
in working for Danish prestige and
goodwill in this country. His most

* recent contribution was the gift of
a beautiful fountain to the Danish
0ld Peoples Home at Rochester in
honor of Danish immigration to
this area.

Fredericks _grandfather

ated from Denmark to America
in the late 1800s and was & ship
builder in Rock Island, Nlinois.  |a

immi-

imple,

less, it offers both easy access and
quiet good looks.

In spite of being directed to in

Accessories such as smokers,
vases, desk equipment are pro-
duced under the names of AMV,
Inc.

domestic application as well.

The folding table created for the
cafeteria of Yamasaki's
State Medical Buildin,
suited to use in a pi

A FAIRLY SMALL number of
basic units are offered in a multi-
tude of sizes, and the parts are sc
freely interchangeable that =
dizzying number of, adaptions can
be ordered. ‘

The term ‘beautiful comes|
readily to mind when looking at|
his furniture, but Acton doesn’t
talk about beauty as such

The simplest form answering the |
various requirements of function
is, to him, bound to be aesthetically |
satistying. Each part must be pr
dicted by the structure, and arbi-|
trary detail is out. ‘

A unit of furniture is not an|
object or possession, but a func-|
tional part of the environment,
serving unobstrusively and reflect.

is

ing the user rather than the
maker.
THIS APPROACH is particu-|

larly justified in institutional fur-|
nishings, and a iarge number of
Acton designs answer specific|
problems posed by architects. A|
wall-mounted wardrobe is |deally‘
suited to a business office? oo

. |
Dramaticus |

Presents Play
This Weekend

What's your alibi for Friday|
and Saturday night? Here's one
for y
You were atterding Groves High|
hool Dramaticus’ presentation of |
“Kind Lady,” a psychological mys-
tery story of a sheltered “old maid”
whose peaceful existence turn
Tetror. when her housenold 1 il |
trated by Henry Abbott and his
friends.

The cast includes Kathy Longe-|
way, Janie Upward, Paul Gran-|
ader, Theo Warren, Dick Orton,
ary Gidley, Jim Thomas, also
Kathy Shank, Hugh Grambau,
Judy Rosiello, Willic Wong, Janie
Meinhardt and Tim Gerdon.

The cast is being directed by
Katy Bigge with Gail Schuba as-
isting as student director.
Curtain time is 8 p.m. both eve-

nings in the Little Theatre at| :
Groves High School. Tickets are| Niture should mot be an
available at the door.

| dustry, however, many items have |

ate home, | ton Street, Hugh Acton Design As-
perhaps in multiples which connect ' sociates has showrooms and sales

THE MAXIMUM of simplicity combined w1th function-
ality is the desired end of furniture design for designer and
manufactirer Hugh Acton. He believes that a piece of fur- |
“object” or a
rather an unobtrusive, functions

Functional

for dining, serve separately for

in all parts of the country.
games, and fold for storage.

The originator of this successful

Of course, the free-standing|enterprise is pleased to note the
storage “wall”, which won an|growing number of eminent archi-
1D. award in 1957, would be|tectural firms in this immediate

area to combine with the techno-
logical advantages available here.

Examples of his work are soon
to be displayed in & new depart-|
ment at Englander’s store here;|
designs in present use can be
viewed in the Birmingham-Bloom-
feld Bank, the Detroit Public Li-
brary and several Detroit office
buildings.

Detroit Man Named
Alumni Education
Director at 0. U.

Gary A. Woditsch of Detroit has
been appointed to the new post of
director of alumni education at
Oakland University, according to
Dr Lowell Eklund, director of the
on of continuing education. |
Wod(uch will administer a novel
program of alumni education which |
the university is inaugurating with
its first graduating class this
spring. On February 9 the Kellogg
Foundation awarded a three-year |
grant of $60,000 to the Unlveruty‘
for a pilot project in building lif
long educational programs for its
graduates.
A graduate of the University of
Detroit, Woditsch also received-his
master’s degree from that institu-
tion. Before joining the university
stafl, he was rmanager of interna-
tional operations and leadership
conference director of the -Ameri-
can Society of Tool and Manufac-
turing Engineers in Detroit.

equally attractive in the home.

HEADQUARTERED on Hamil-

ECCENTRIC,

March 28, 1963

MICHIGAN
SEC. D

He Leads a Dog’s

Indecision and bashfulness disappear when
Oliver Walling (played by Ray Marks) puts
on what was originally simply a masquerade
costume—a dog suit. Surprised by such a
sudden outburst of aggressiveness and forth-
rightness is his wife, Martha, who is plnyed‘
by Mrs. Richard Caskey. “The Man in the
Dog Suit” is being presented by the Frank-

Life

lin Village Players Friday and Saturday and
April 5 and 6 in the Farmington Players
Barn on 12 Mile Road west of Orchard Lake
Road. The “dog suit” is the same as the one
used in the original Broadway production.
Performances begin at 8:

available at the door.

30 p.m. Tickets are

FROM THE BOOKCASE:

AIL-SAFE, by Eugene Burdick

and Harvey Wheeler Jr; MeGraw:

il Book Company. Inc.; i New
ork; 284 pp. 34 |

Reviewed by
MARY COLLEEN LABBE
English Teacher
Seaholm High School

The co-authors of the thrilling’

tory “Fail-Safe” provide -little
tomfun for the millions of Ameri-
cans who are concerned about world
extinetion.

This book on nuclear

A SYSTEM has heen devised that|social systems, and the world is
is so infallible that cven if it fails, [saved from total destruction.
it is safe Ironic? The code word
“Fail-safe” which is a system
created to atop any kind of war
caused by an impulse or mental
breakdown of any military crank
American planes patrol all areas
to a certain point, and they cannot
o beyond this point except by com-
mand of the President. This cannot
be done verbally due to the many
mitations of the-President’s valge
The  squadron has

THIS BOOK indeed has a pun-
gent message for all mankind. The

“possession,” but
al part of the environment

is not just exciting fiction, but a
dramatic appeal to the world lead-
ers to beware of the consequences
when humans allow machines to

small Fail-safe box which is con-
trolled from the White House by
electronic signals which change reg-|
ularly. The entire operation is con-

Acclaimed as one of today’s
great vocal artists, William War-
field, the bass-baritone, will sing
for the Community Concerts Asso-

»ﬂtumlon is s0 ucdlblc and hurrﬂz)e

Novel Pictures Mechanical Horror

that readers will find it dificult
Teading. The co-suthors,
and Wheeler, are to be congratu-
lated for depicting modern man’s
real adversary—The Machine.

Baritone Warfield
Gives Concert Tuesday

COUPLE VISITS FORMOSA, HONG ; KON

make judgments.

The message of

sidered 100 per cent safe

| ciation at B:15 p.m. Tuesday in the

Chinese Cities Are Crowded, Active

EDITOR'S NOTE: This is
the sixth in a series of dis-

Donald Dennis and his wife,
Margaret, as they make a sev-
en-month trip'around the world.
Dennis_teaches at Bloomfield
Hills High School; his wife is
a visiting teacher in the same
school system. The following
letter was written after they
had left Japan and had spent
some time on Formosa hefore
touring Hong Kong.

ning with the quiet dignity of t

tea ceremony and finishing with
the Mikado Theater restaurant’s
gala floor show, and we were off

for Taiwan (Formosa)

The beautiful island of Taiwan is
an undeveloped home for some 13
million Chinese and has been the
headquarters for Free China for
the past six years.

The lack of available information
on the tourist accommodations
caused us to limit our time on the
first itinerary to just three days,
but after a few hours in Taipei we
decided to extend our visit one more

ay.

Probably the most compelling
reason for us to want to stay l()lu{
er was the kindness shown to us
by everyone we met.

IT1s HE-Y()\[J a duubl one of
those few il poiled
tourist spots it e
bargain paradise for those who are
interested in shopping for hand-
made items and craftwork.

There are long blocks of shops
with triple decker stores and they
are loaded with everything imagin-
able. Many family treasures from
old China are on display and all
for sale. We spent most of our
time just looking at the great
wealth of are objects before us.

.« MARMIE AND I decided to
buy some handmade shoes. The
procedure for this is unique in that
once you have decided on the price
and style, you help pick out the very
piece of material needed in the
construction.

In Marmic's case, we went to a
snake-skin tannery and selected
from their unusual stock.

. The accommodations and the
colorful streets were the other com-
pelling reasons for extending our
stay. There are nice new hotels and
restaurants being constructed all
over, and the rooms and food are
first rate.

. 'IHE STREET just under |the desk clerk translate your places |
our hotel window was enough for|to visit into Chinese and telling the
any artist to concentrate on for|driver. From then on you are in
weeks. It was constantly changing, |for a real ride.)
and between the horns of the pink| We realized that we were better
taxis the bells of the pedicabs and off to move on before the charm of
the shouts of the hucksters, you Taiwan completely captivated us,
|needn’t bother to set an alarm Ac- 'so with some regret we boarded
|tivity begins at 7 am. nnd con- | the plane for Hnng Kong
|tinues until. about 10 p

Hiring a pedicab (huyclc rick-
shaw) for sight-seeing was a new
experience to us and there was a|ese junk-styled yacht.
pmuu at every turn so we used| The weather was perfect for pic-

cameras  constantly. (The|tures, and a trip by waterway |

T(ll)/\\ unuthcr treat was

in stor

One final night in Japan, hm: [travel “Service consists. of havin | arownd nd throuzh ail the inlets|

»

A TAXIING taxicab driver, or rather, its Oriental equiv-
alent—a waiting pedicab “driver”—was caught napping
by Donald Dennis and his wife. The pedicab is an easily
available and convenient method of transportation for sight-
seeing and shopping in the Orient.

for us as guests on a Chin- [small area is unbelievable.

the book concerns itself with war
and the very motivés that drive men
to acts that eventually lead toward
complete destruction.

A communications system breaks
down; and a group of American
planes, carrying atomic bombs, pro-
ceeds on course to destroy Moscow.
It is obviously a mechanical error,
but in a very short time the world
can be destroyed. The Pentagon is
alerted by machines, and they watch |
in horror the entire movement on|
a special radar screen. |

The play has begun; the specta-
tors are helpless; the strings to the
curtain are out of human order; and
the real adversaries—the machines
are in control!

of Hong Kong caused me to expose
twice the movie film originally ra-
tioned for Hong Kon;

. We were all treated to a
Chuume banquet styled luncheon|
nhunrd !hc floating  restaurant

Pak.”

Moving into the restaurant area
at Aberdeen by water is a must for
anyone who visits Hong Kong. The
number of people and boats in this

We were told that many of the
people who live aboard the junks
and sampans are born, live all their
|lives and die here without stepping
on shore.

AT THE OUTSET, the drama
unfolds much like a fascinating bit
of science-fiction. But the setting
is far too real for this, and as the
international scene comes to view
the reader recognizes Messrs. Ken-
nedy and Khrushchev and, of|
course, many other notable charac-|
ters.

The picture is clear and horrible
as the reader discovers his world

of today, tomorrow or any time in
the future.

This is indeed not science-fiction,
but rcullly—n political horror.

SO MUCH activity has given us
only limited time shopping, but we
have still managed to get some of
that in too, as well as a walking
trip through Hong Kong proper
and a trip to the top of Victoria
peak in u tram car.

‘Buffet, Chagall
Exhibition Set
At Jacobson’s

|
| Paintings by one of the world's
most popular and prolific young ar-
| tists will be presented for the first
| time at any Michigan art gallery
\Annl 1 at Fine Arts in Jacobson’s.
| Two paintings by the increas-
|ingly popular 35-year-old French
artist, Bernard et, will go on
display at Jacobson’s, 325 N. Wood-
ward, Birmingham, April 16
through 22. They will be exhibited
first at the Grosse Pointe gallery,
April 1 through 12.

£
3

DISPLAYED with them will be
color lithographs by Buffet and
Marc Chagall, many of them being
shown for the first time in mid-
| America. In the selection of 25
| color lithographs by Chagall are
| many from a portfolio termed
| “what may well rank as his master-
| piece in this medium.”

Chagall executed the portfolio in
1961, for “Daphnis et Chloe.” An
artist who creates with a light, al-
| most whimsical touch, Chagall has
been world-famous since the first
large-scale exhibition of his work
in 1983.

THE 20 COLOR lithographs by

1 B R SR AR

GRAND OPENING
OUR NEW BLOOMFIELD-BIRMINGHAM OFFICE
W. MAPLE AT LAHSER

APRIL 4, THURSDAY
APRIL 5, FRIDAY

Oak Park High School Auditorium.

Since his New York Town Hall
concert in March, 1950, Warfield
has been in great demand as a
recital artist or orchestral soloist
from coast to coast in North Am-
erica, and in the leading cities of
Europe, Southeast Asia and Africa.

He has also made two extensive

THIS SYSTEM breaks down and
the world is at the mercy of the
machine's failure. The bombers
move toward Russin; they are
spotted by Russian radar, and nu-
clear war is inevitable.

Khrushehev is reached by phone
and the most moving and dramatic|
part of the story unfolds in a final| o, of Australia and New Zea-
conversation between Khrll*hl'hcv‘lnnd. He was chosen to represent

and Kennedy. The world is about|
America at the Brussels Interna-
to be destroyed, but two humans yiona) Fuir, and last year sang at

reach an understanding breaking ip,o ¢osaly Festival in Puerto Rico.
all barriers af completely-different

3 from Area Read WARFIELD MADE his mark on

the stage before he became famous
Papers to Academy | ;' h. concert plattorm. His great-
Among those presenting a total

eorge Gershwin's
of 284 professional papers at the
67th annual meeting of the Michi-

gan Academy of Science, Arts and
Letters inh Kalamazoo last week

On radio and television, he has|

shows, and in the movies h

is re-

were at least three persons from | oo o4 for “Show Boat.”
this aren. [
They were Warren P. Stoutamire| Warfield was born in Arkansas,

but moved to Rochester, N. Y
when still a child. He and his four
brothers sang in & church choir;
his voice was a high soprano. As
he approached adolescence, how-

of the Cranbrook Institute of Sci-
ence, who read a paper on bomuy,
und Joho Sterling Meyer of 375 |
Lake Park, Birmingham, and J.
Frederic Johnson of 860 Watkins,
Birmingham, both members of the | ever, he gave un singing entirely
faculty of the Wayne State Uni-|and concentrated on piano study.
rsity College of Medicine. I te is an accomplished pianist, of-

e

APRIL 6; SATURDAY
WIN A NEW RCA COLOR TV

MICHIGAN BANK

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

many ' popular |

9:30 A.M.-9:00 P.M

WILLIAM WARFIELDS

|ten playing his own accompani-
ments for encores on his program.

‘When he reached young manhood
and found that he possessed a rich
bass-baritone voice, he returned to
| singing and study at the Eastman
School of M where he earned

B

his B.A. degree.

1 After four years of military

service in World War 1II, he re-
turned to Eastman for his masters
degree. His Town Hall in 19.;0 fol-
lowed thll training.
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(See EXHIBITION, 8-D)




