They Say

BY THE OAKLAND COUNTY

NON-PARTISAN COMMITTEE
R THE NEW
>CONSTITUTION

If state government is to be
modernized in this decade, the
people of Michigan must vote in
favor of the proposed constitution
on April 1.

The chance is here and the time
is now. Practically speaking,
there will not be another oppor-
tunity such as this one for many
years to come.

An automatic call for a Consti:
tutional Convention will not aj
pear on the ballot again until
1977. There is little likelihood
that the legislature, which could
put & call on the ballot, would do
s0 in the immediate future should
this one’s product fail of ‘adop-
tion.

e

THERE IS even less likelihood
of another dramatic citizen peti-
tion drive for a Con-Con. Michi-
gan has had its Con-Con. It was

one.
Amendments could never ac-
complish the total overhaul of the
resent outmoded constitution

*

ed to the variety of local
in the state.

RIGHTS ASSURED

It offers an improved education
article which the executive secre-
tary of the Michigan Education
Association has ternded “the best
in any of the 50 states today.”

In the field of finance and tax-
ation, the proposed constitution
has made state powers

Vote Yes

have 47 representatives, Under

New Con, according to 1

census figures, they will get 52
bt be

THEY STATE THE FACTS
Review Highlights
Of New Document

By THE OITIZENS RESEARCH COUNCIL OF MICHIGAN
At the general election on April 1, 1963, the registered
electors of Michigan will vote on the adoption o‘f the nvu?ed

members of the
house. (Oakland’s representation
rises from 6 to 9.)

Increased weight is given to
population in the apportionment
plan for the senate where today’s
34 fixed-boundary districts are
expanded to 38, subject to peri-
odie i

more realistic and generally made
fiscal restrictions somewhat less
rigid.

New Con has retained Mich-
igan’s excellent civil service sys-
tem. It has retained the Bill of
Rights, while adding a guarantee
of the exercise of civil and politi-~
cal rights without discrimination.

1t establishes a bi-partisan
Civil Rights Commission to en-
force this guarantee.

It has included protection of
individuals and organizations
against unfair treatment in legis-
lative and executive investiga-
tions. :

A

UNDER NEW Con the poorly
attended spring election will be
eliminated and state, county and

which the 144 delegates to the  township ofticials will be elected
C [¢ ave in of even numbered
d years.

one.

Now these delegates offer the
voters of Michigan a well stated
document capable of serving the
state today, yet flexible enough
not to limit future growth. Those
who would see Michigan make
progress urge a YES vote April 1.

_A CROSS SECTION

The delegates to the Constitu-
tional Convention were a varied,
and on the whole extremely high
calibre group of representatives.

They included teachers, farm-
ers, labor leaders, college profes-
sors, businessmen, laborers, the
president of one of Michigan's
major it

Even the most conservative
estimate the saving due to_this
change alone as half a million
dollars per election.

Some of the best i
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POPULATION is the basis of
80 per cent of apportionment
factors, but a 20 per cent area
basis is included in order to give
some effective Tepresentation to
the sparsely populated areas of
the state.
Even with this area factor, only
ix senators will come from the
part of the state north of the
thumb, while Oakland County
will have three; Wayne 10 and
Macomb 2, a total of 15. This
compares to the single senator
Oakland has under the present
constitution.

A NEW DIMENSION

Apportionment was one of the
many areas of the constitution in
which some compromise Was
called for: Outstate rural inter-
ests would naturally have pre-
ferred present provisions; the
AFL-CIO has stood for popula-
tion as the sole basis for both
ouses.

been

in government offered by the
New Con are in the article on
the executive branch. Provisions
clarify lines of authority and add
efficiency and economy to state
government.
AD BOARD STATUS

The governor's term will be
lengthened to four years, as will
the term of other elected state
executives. In brief, this means

from industry and a great many
lawyers.

There were 11 women delegates
who were housewives, teachers
and lawyers. There were repre-
sentatives of various racial
groups.

In short, the convention dele-
gates were a cross section of
Michigan today. They agreed and
they disagreed. They were typical!

AT THE END of the conven-
tion, 98 of the delegates voted
their approval of the propesed
constitution, 43 opposed it. The 98
came from districts representing
more than 66 per cent of the pop-
ulation of the state. A 99th dele-
gate voted against the document
at the close of the convention.

After comparing the alterna-
tive, he has now changed his po-
sition and is actively supporting
the campaign for a YES vote.

At the outset of the convention
the delegates agreed they would
totally rewrite the Michigan Con-
stitution; mot just edit the old
one as the 1908 convention did.
(The present Constitution is very
little changéd from the one writ-
ten in 1835.

THIS IS one reason the new
Constitution is organized into 12
sections, whereas the present one

s 17.

It it also the reason the consti-
tution cannot be presented to the
voters in cohtroversial and non-
controversial pieces. The proposed
constitution is a balanced docu-
ment with its sections consistent
with each other. Even its phrase-
ology is consistent. The Commit-
tee on Style and Drafting kept a
card file of phrases so that those
used in one part of the proposed
constitution are reused and mean
the same thing in other parts.

YES OR NO

It is now the task of each voter
to compare what the proposed
constitution offers as a frame-
work for government with what
the state has under the present
constitution.

The voter has only a “yes” or
“no” choice. There will be no
lever on the voting machine
under “maybe.” Those who see
the mew constitution as better
thun the 70-limes-amended 1908
one will vote “yes.”

They will realize that no or-
ganization or individual in the
state got every provision it want-
ed in the new document. This will
always be the case with any
document written at a truly
democratic convention.

THE CHANGES the new con-
stitution will make in the struc-
ture of state government have
been covered in The Eccentric in
the newspaper's own series of
Con-Con_Reports, dealing sepa-
rately with each section. As time
for adoption draws near, some of
these changes are worth review-
ing in brief.

Essentially, the proposed con-
stitution (New Con) offers a
strengthening of the three major
branches of government—execu-
tive, legislative and judicial—
while keeping or strengthening
traditional checks and balances.

It offers provisions for local
government (such as county
home rule and iti of

more time for less for
campaigning.

A new i
introduced into any discussion of
apportionment by the U. S. Su-
preme Court decision that courts
have jurisdiction in this matter.
Apportionment is an area in
which guidelines may evolve as
the U. S. Supreme Court rules on
many apportionment cases from
many states now before it. Any
guidelines defined by the U. S.
courts will become the rule of
the land in all 50 states.

The governor and
governor will run as a team as
do the U. S. president and vice
president. Thus, the lieutenant
governor can truly perform as
the governor's right-hand man.

Voters will elect a secretary of
state, attorney general and mem-
bers of the state board of educa-
tion. All other state exccutives
will be appointed.

P

ADMINISTRATIVE  agencies
in Michigan today, like dande-
lions, have “just grown.” There
is a sprawling complex of some-
thing over 125, many performing
similar types of functions. Under
New Con there will be a limit of
no more than 20 principal depart-
ments, with the governor given
power both to appoint (with con-
sent of the senate) and remove
most department heads.

An organization chart of Mich-
igan_ today and Michigan as it
could be shows the voter the more
efficient form the executive
branch will have with the gov-
ernor as a true executive, not
just one member of a large ‘elect-
ed committee.

With department heads report-
ing directly to the governor and
fewer elected officials, voters will
be able to pinpoint responsibility
and approve or disapprove results
at re-election time.

BALANCING THE BUDGET

Sound fiscal planning is en-
couraged in the provisions in sev-
eral articles. The governor must
present a balanced budget which
includes surpluses of deficits from
the previous year as & budget
item, and an cstimate of feve-
nues.

P
THUS, apportionment, which
is the most jal issue
surounding the adoption of the
proposed constitution, is an issue
which in the end will probably
not be decided in Michigan.

Voters would do well to look
instead to the many other areas
of improvement in the new con-
stitution, keeping in_mind that
the New Con does offer immedi-
ate improvement in apportion-
ment with measurable rules.

Other changes in the legislative
article call for four-year terms
for senators and committee ses-
sions and hearings open to the
public.

A UNIFIED SYSTEM
Recognition is given in the
al article to the concept of
a unified court system—one court
divided into a supreme court, &
court of appeals (new and much
needed!), circuit court, probate
court and courts of limited juris-
diction (to replace justices of the

ace and circuit court commis-
sioners within five years.

This discussion touches upon
the improvenients in but a few of
12 articles. The list could con-

s in closing it might be
appropriate to list some of the
nonpartisan citizen organizations
supporting adoption of the new
constitution as well as to point
out those who oppose it.
THIS latter group, urging
a “no” vote are Michigan State
AFL-CIO; Michigan State Em-
ployes Union (AFL-CI0); Mich-
igan Farms Union; Michigan
State Grange; Michigan Branch
NAA <
Michigan Justices of the Peace
A Citizens Commi

y the
which adjourned on Aug. 1, 1962. The question presented
to the voters will be: )
Shall the revised constitution be adopled? '
( ) Yes ( ) No
If the revised constitution is approved by a majority of
those voting on the question, it will take effect. on Jan. 1,

1964.

The first Michigan constitution, framed in 1835, was a
short, unrestrictive instrument (similar to the federal
constitution). In 1850 a detailed and restrictive constitu-
tion was adopted which d close to an
per year until it was replaced by the constitution of 1908
which is presently in effect.

The convention of 1907-08 made many changes in ar-
rangement and phraseology and added new features but
did not produce a thorough or basic revision of the 1850
constitution. The present constitution has had 70 amend-
ments in its 54 years.

oo

VOTING ON adoption of a state constitution is a rare
and vital opportunity. Very few of Michigan’s citizens
have ever had the opportunity to vote on the adoption of a
new constitution. Only men now over 75 years of age would
have had this opportunity in 1908.

The proposed constitution must be voted-on as a whole
and the voter is called upon to decide whether or not it
would be a better instrument of effective and responsible
government than the one now in effect. The highlights of
the proposed constitution are discussed below.

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS

The traditional rights guaranteed in the present consti-
tution were retained. A new provision was added to guar-
antee fair treatment in legislative and executive investiga-
tions and hearings to all individuals, firms, corporations
and yoltantary associations. An “appeal as a matter of
right” was guaranteed to an accused person in all criminal
prosecutions.

A new provision was also added to guarantee equal pro-

tection of the laws and civil and political rights without |

discrimination because of religion, race, color or national

Aci £ ion was given ional sta-
tus (in the executive article) which would concern itself
with discriminatian as related to civil rights guaranteed by
the constitution and by law.

THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

Representatives would continue to have a two-year term.
Senators would have a four-year rather than the present
two-year term. The House of Representatives would have
110 members and the Senate’ would have 38 rather than
the present 34 members.

Both houses of the legislature would be more represent-
ative of population than they are at the present time.
By requiring counties or groups of counties to have seven-
tenths of one per cent of the state's population, rather
than one-half of one per cent as at present, for a seat in
the House of Representatives, this house was placed on a
basis more closely approaching straight population along
county lines.

THE SENATE apportionment process under the pro-
posed constitution would assign seats to counties according
to numerical factors which give 80 per cent weight to pop-
ulation and 20 pér cent weight to land-area.

The present senatorial districts are fixed in the consti-
tuition and a majority of senators are elected from dis-
tricts having approximately 29 per cent of the state
population. The| new formula as applied to the present
population distribution would result in a majority of
senators being elected (in 1964) from districts having
an approximate| minimum of 43 per cent of the state
population. .

‘.o

-

THE METHOD of “equal proportions” used for assign-
ment of U. S. House of Representative seats among the
states is requirefl for allotment of additional seats in both
houses of the lefislature beyond those initially alloted. A
bipartisan appartionment commission is prescril
carry out the loriginal apportionment  (1964) of both
houses and their reapportionment after each federal
census.

The supreme court would have power to enforce imple-
mentation of a plan of apportionment or reapportionment
valid under the provisions.

et

LEGISLATIVE POWERS—In general, the legislature
would have a wider area in which to exercise discretion as
a result of an over-all reduction of restrictive provisions

1f proposed ex-
ceed anticipated revenue, he must
submit bills to provide sufficient
additional revenue.

The legislature in turn must
pass the general appropriation
bill including tax estimates be-
fore passing any bill for non-
budget items.

PRt

THE PROPOSED constitution
provides much more representa-
tive apportionment of both the
house and senate. It provides for
periodic reapportionment every
10 years, as soon as census fig-
ures are available.

This reapportionment is clearly
enforceable—the point at which
reapportionment schemes in many
states have failed.

It is enforceable because it will
be done by a bipartisan commis-
sion appointed by the political
parties rather than by the legis-
lature’s trying to realign its own
districts.

The commission must work
within a 180-day time limit; sub-
mit different plans to the state
supreme court should it fail to
agree.

The apportionment provisions
of the proposed constitution pre-
vent gerrymandering as they are
based on mathematically measur-
able quantities and call for single
member districts, compact, con-
venient and contiguous by land.

MORE FOR OUR AREA

The proposed house apportion-
ment is very close to a straight
population formula and will give

on & b

area problems)
which add flexibility for voters to
solve local problems in ways suit-

to the
representation of the Oakland-
‘Wayne-Macomb area.

Today, these three counties

to Defend Michigan's Constitu-
tion (headed by John C. Mackie,
highway commissioner) ; Commit-
tee for Sound Government (head-

by Adelaide Hart); Socialist
Party; Wayne County Road Com-
mission and the Michigan Town-
ship Association.

PR

THESE GROUPS urge you to
be at the polls and vote “Yes”
April 1 (all have joined together
in the Coordinating Committee
for the New Constitution):

American Association of Uni-
versity Women, Detroit Bar As-
sociation, Detroit Junior Board
of Commerce, League of Women
Voters of Michigan, Metropolitan
Club of Michigan, Michigan Agris
cultural Conference,

Michigan Association of the
Professions, Michigan Congress
¢ Parents and Teachers, Mich-
igan Council of Churches, Mich-
igan Education Association, Mich-
igan Farm Bureau.

Michigan Junior Chamber of
Commerce, Michigan Municipal
League, Michigan Retailers As-
sociation, Michigan State Associ-
ation of Superviors, Michigan
State Chamber of Commerce.

Michigan State Chiropractic
Association, Michigan State
Dental Association, Michigan
State Medical Society, Oakland
County Citizens’ League, United
Church Women of Michigan.

‘.

IT IS VITAL for the success
of the proposed constitution that
those who believe in the oppor-
tunity it offers for Michi to
‘move ahead vote April 1. Apathy
could hurt New Con more than
its opponents!

in the proposed constitution.

The legislature is newly allowed to authorize a joint
committee to suspend regulations issued by administra-
tive agencies when the legislature is not in regular session
until the end of the next regular session.

The legislature would appoint an auditor general who
would conduct fiscal and performance post audits. The
present office of auditor general is an elective executive
officer. The legislature would also be required to establish
a bipartisan council to perform service functions for it.

THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH

Four of the present elective executive officers would
continue to be elected: the governor and lieutenant gov-
ernor (jointly), secretary of state and attorney general.
These four officers would be elected for four-year terms
in 1966 and thereafter. At present they have two-year
terms.

The state treasurer would be appointed by the governor;
the auditor general would be appointed by the legislature;
the superintendent of public instruction and the highway
commissioner (presently elected under statutory author-
ity) would be appointed by boards.

EXECUTIVE ORGANIZATION—The present constitu-
tion prescribes no limit on the number of executive de-
partments and agencies. The governor is relatively weak
in executive power and administrative functions are frag-
mented among scores of departments and agencies most
of which are headed by boards and commissions.

The proposed constitution would strengthen the execu-
tive power of the governor and make administrative re-
organization mandatory. 1t would impose a miximum of
20 principal departments among and within which all ex-
ecutive and administrative agencies, except institutions
of higher education and temporary agencies, are to be
consolidated “as far as practical according to major pur-

After the initial allocation, the governor ‘would . have
continuing authority to reorganize the executive branch;
if any such changes “require the force of law,” the go
ernor would submit executive orders to the legislature to
become effective when designated by him unless disap-
proved within 60 days by a majority vote in each house

They Say

Poor Features Qutweigh the Better Ones

BY THE OAKLAND COUNTY
ITTEE IN

The Oakland County Citizens
Committee In Opposition to the
Proposed Constitution is urging
a “NO" vote on April 1 for many
reasons, but due to the limits of
space, will confine its discussion
to a few of the major points.

First, while readily admitting
that there are many parts
in the new Constitution, we feel
that the bad features far out-
weigh the good and that the
adoption of the document as a
whole would be to the detriment
of Michigan’s future.

PR

THE APPORTIONMENT sec-
tion is at best no better than that
which we presently have. The
vast majority of Michigan's
population” will have no greater
voice in the government than
they have presently. Under this
new apportionment, we can ex-
pect no more from our legisla-
ture than we get today.

In the area of education, its
leadership and financing, we do
find particular fault. By chang-

*

IN THE field of educational
finances, we find a real mess.

Here, one sees the elimination
of the State Primary Interest
Fund. It is a distinct loss of some
$60,000,000 annually that previ-
ously went directly into educa-
tion.

We would be forced to throw
ourselves upon the mercy of the
Legislature even more than today
to obtain adequate monies for
schools.

This would be fine, if we could
trust the Legislature, but past
actions show that e cannot and

As a public service to the
citizens of Birmingham and the
area, The ric presents on
this page articles by an Oak-
land County group endorsing
the proposed new state consti-
tution; a county group oppos-
ing that document; and a non-
partisan, nonpolitical organi-
zation, stating the facts only.

The purpose is to provide a
guide to help our readers
reach a decision when they go
to the polls on April 1.

ing the office of state
dent of schools from an elective
to an appointive position, we find
that we would create a peculiar
type of official.

Here we have an officer who
does not represent the people as
he appears before - legislative
committees, but merely Tepre-
sents another committee.

‘WHAT POLITICS?

By adopting the new constitu-
tion we would, as its proponents
“remove education from
But what kind of
ics"? Only that type of
politics which reflects the voice
of the people would be eliminated.

In its place would be substitut-
ed the infighting and politics of
a four-man committee. Upon re-
flection, it becomes quite evident
that a man appointed by a board
is going to lean over backwards
to please it and the goals of edu-
cation in the State of Michigan
would end up as the goals of
these four men.

Thus, we would have a super-
intendent who must please just
two members of the committee to
remain in office and the will of
the people is dropped by the way-
side.

of the legislature.

e
INCREASED POWER of Ap-
pointment, Removal and Supervi-
sion-Single executives and boards
or commissions heading principal
departments would be appointed
by the governor subject to Senate
confirmation which has been re-
defined to mean “subject to dis-
approval by a majority vote” of
those elected to and serving in the
Senate within “60 session days”
or an appointment “shall stand
confirm
Single executives heading prin-
cipal departments would “serve
at the pleasure of the governor.”
The governor’s power to Temove
any executive or i

the new constitution does nothing
to better the composition of the
Legislature.

INTOLERABLE PORTION

We find in the new constitution
that only property owners can
vote on millage requests of more
than five years duration. This
would be fine if all of us were
paying direct real property taxes,
but we are not. There are hun-
dreds of thousands of citizens of
Michigan who pay their property
taxes indirectly through rents.

TIs it proper to disenfranchise
them? Is it correct and in keep-
ing with the ideals of our democ-
racy to prohibit them from their
voice in the operation of their
schaols?

We say that it is not and that
this portion of the constitution is
intolerable to thinking men and
women.

I

IN LOOKING at the sales tax
provision of the new constitution,
we find some significant changes.

First, where the present con-
stitution states that two cents
out of every four cents collected
shall be used for education, the
new one says that 50 per cent of

government is retained unchanged,
but the legislature is required to
provide by general law the pro-
cedure by’ which any county may
frame, amend or repeal a charter.
The general law may permit coun-
ty government organization dif-
ferent in form from that set forth
in the constitution.

The powers of, and limitations
on, charter counties—and the ex-
tent of county home rule—would
also be set forth in this general
law.

]

UNDER THE proposed consti-
tution “additional forms of gov-
ernment” may be established in
metropolitan areas by law—for

A :

officer for cause would be effec-
tive at all times rather than only
when the legislature is not in ses-
sion as at present.

THE PROPOSED constitution
also specifies that each principal
department “shall be under the
supervision of the governor” un-
less otherwise constitutionally
specified,

This exception would be appli-
cable to a few agencies having
constitutional status. The gover-
nor is given authority under speci-
fied procedure for an executive
budget and for control of state
expenditures.

THE JUDICIAL BRANCH

The proposed constitution em-
phasizes the concept of a unified
judicial system and increases the
supreme court’s judicial and ad-
ministrative supervision of the
other courts in the system.

A new intermediate court of
appeals, subordinate only to the
supreme court, would be estab-
lished.

This new court would relieve
the supreme court of some of its
present and future appellate load.
All judicial or quasi-judicial final
decisions and orders by any ad-
ministrative agency (with minor
exceptions), and which affect pri-
vate rights or licenses “shall be
subject to direct review by the
courts as provided by law.”

COURTS OF limited jurisdic-
tion are to be established by the
legislature and the offices of jus-
tice of the peace and circuit court
commissioner are to be abolished
within five years. Judges would
remain elective on a nonpartisan
basis.

The governor’s present power to
fill judicial vacancies by appoint-
ment (until the next election)
would be elimimted. Retired
judges would be assigned by the
supreme court to such vacancies
until they are filled by election.
Incumbent judges may file affi-
davits of candidacy for re-election
or renomination.

the of
functions.

Authorization by general law is
also required for two or more of
any local units of government and
the state to enter into intergov-
ernmental agreements with the
consent of each unit for joint ad-
ministration of functions  of
powers.

A new provision requires liber-
al judicial construction of consti-
tutional and statutory provisions
in favor of local units of govern-
ment. Debt limitations and limit-
ations on the taxing power of
local units have been eased.

EDUCATION

The most important feature in
the education article was the radi-
cal change in the role of the state
board of education whose main
duty at present is to control and
supervise four state universities
which have evolved from teachers
colleges.

It would have eight elective
members and would have general
supervision over public education
(primary and secondary schools
and junior colleges) which is

Voie No

*x K

a sales tax not to exceed four
cents shall be used for this pur-

However, we can look for a
peculiar situation to arise if the
Legislature should cut the sales
tax. The educational return could
be one-and-a-half cents out of
three or one out of two.

In any case, it is conceivable
that there could be a considerable
drop in state returned funds for
the operation of the local schools,

INCOME TAX )

The new constitution also per-

the institutes of higher
learning to bite into the sales tax
educational funds.

To sum up our objections to
the new constitution in the area
of education, we feel that the
authority of the people is vastly
undermined, that major amounts
of money are removed from edu-
cation and that other major
sources of revenue, are en-
dangered.

All this adds up to a great in-
crease in taxes to local residents
desiring a good education for
their children.

]

‘WE FIND other odd things in
the proposed constitution, For
example, an income tax “gradu-
ated as to rate or base” is pro-
hibited. Now, just what does this

‘mean?

The prohibition of a “graduated
rate” is rather simple. There
can only be a flat rate income tax.
But what is the prohibition of “a
graduated base”? Does this
mean that business expenses can-
not be deducted? This has us
quite confused and certain that
there will be many court battles
before it is fully clarified if the
constitution should be adopted.

FOR LEGISLATURE?

A tuch bigger question is
posed by the graduated income
tax provision. Should this be in
the new constitution at all? We
feel that it should not be included.
(Any provision regarding an in-
come tax should either permit or
prohibit it in its entirety. The
question of a flat rate versus a
graduated income tax should be
left to the Legislature. This
should be a proper area for
Legislative deliberation.

It is quite possible that those
who framed the proposec consti-
tution, knowing their own ap-
portionment provision, do not
trust the Legislature and felt
that its hands had to be tied.

T

WE ARE also concerned with
the section which provides for
100 per cent funding of govern-
mental retirement systems. It is
not necessary to fund 100 per
cent because 100 per cent of (for
example) city’s employes do not
stay to retirement.

Many of the smaller com-
munities will not be too badly
hurt by this provision, since their
systems are in pretty good shape.
However, Detroit would be badly
hurt as well as the State of Mich-
gan.

In this particular section, the
proposed constitution imposes a
tremendous burden upon the
State without providing a means
of discharging it. We fear the
form of tax that the Legislature
will use for relief.

IT'S UNWIELDLY

The County Home Rule Pro-
vision also has us concerned, Oak-
land County would probably be
amongst the first to sk for it.
But what would we get . . .
Home Rule “as provided by law

‘We would not decide for our-
selves. The Legislature would tell
us that which we could have. We
are fearful of this provision be-
cause too much discretion is left
in the hands of the Legislature.

Generally speaking, we believe
that the proposed constitution is
an unwieldly, unworkable docu-
ment. It has many other sections,
not discussed, which do not serve
the best interests of the people
of the State.

R

IN TALKING to many of the
Con-Con delegates, we have
lal‘med that both parties got
quite a constitutional education
during ljhs convention. There is

presently vested in the elective
office of i of public
instruction.

The new board would have pow-
er to appoint and remove a super-

on & num-

ber of points, such as the four-

year term for the governor.
When queried, many of the

intendent of public
who would serve as its executive
officer.

It would also recommend the
budget, and be the “general plan-
ning and coordinating body,” for

all public education including
higher education.

THE UNIVERSITY of Michi-
gan, Michigan State Uni i

quickly
agree that major sections of the
proposed constitution must be
amended as quickly as possible if
it is adopted.
P

WHY ADOPT, AMEND?

This fact points to a serious
conclusion—If so much of this
document needs revision, and if
there is i as

and Wayne State University
would continue to have elective
boards of control. All other four-
year state i ities and col-

to its better points, why adopt,
then amend the new document?
Why not just amend the pres-

leges (seven at present) would
have separate boards of control
appointed by the governor.
FINANCE AND TAXATION
The proposed constitution pro-
hibits imposition of a gradua
income tax by the state or by any

LOCAL GOV T
The present str cture of county

local
(See HIGHLIGHTS, 4-CC)

ent C 7 It is workable.
* It is court-tested. It has weathe
ered the storms of many years.
Why abandon it now for an
instrument _which is admittedly
defective? Why junk it now for
a document which does not clear-
ly show the way to a better Mich-
igan?
For these reasons we urge a
“NO” vote on April 1.



