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Why Vote for Township Library

The electorate of Bloomfield Township
will face two local propositions on the April
1 ballot besides the question of the new
Constitution and various elections for pub-
lic offices.

The fate of these two propositions will
decide whether the township residents will
continue to have library services available
to them.

Baldwin Public Library in Birmingham
can no longer take care of the needs of
both Birmingham and the rapidly expand-
ing surrounding areas. If the township vot-
ers do not approve the propositions, they
will be cut off from the Baldwin Library
on July-1, 1964, with no place to go.

“ 0o

THE PROPOSITIONS do two things.
First is the library tax question. If passed,
this will provide for a one-mill tax on
residents’ property for 10 years.

This one mill will amount to about $1.88
per thousand dollars of assessed valuation
or about $13.16 per year if you own a
$25,000 home.

This mill would raise slightly over $100,-
000 for the operation of the library.

The second proposition would allow the
township to tax above the constitutional
limitation of 15 mills for this purpose. This
is necessary for the aforementioned one
mill to be validly collected.

IF BOTH propositions don’t pass, the
library is out. If they do both pass, the
township board would appoint a temporary
library board to start work on the ma-
chinery of setting up a library.

The Eccentric believes that the whole
metropolitan Birmingham area should
come under one library authority to avoid
duplication of effort. But this is not prac-
tical at this time because the township has

Churchill, Yes;

Sir Winston Churchill is going to be the
first honorary citizen of the United States.
Congressional approval of this honor was
not unanimous, as sponsors of the measure
had hoped, but at any rate there was a
thumping majority.

Perhaps it is as well that there were a
few dissenting voices. Not because Church-
ill does not deserve this unique honor; if
any man deserves it, his wartime contribu-
tions to the cause of freedom which is our
national cornerstone makes him that man.
Dissent may serve the salutary purpose of
putting up a caution sign against letting
the Churchill episode serve as an easy
precedent.
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REP. WALTER Rogers of Texas put the
matter neatly by way of explaining why he
intended to vote against the measure grant-

nothing to offer Baldwin Public Library
until it has some facilities.

Therefore, we recommend to the resi-
dents of Bloomfield Township that they
approve both propésitions and start to
work on library facilities with the hope that
in future years the whole area may be ade-
quately served by rnerzmg the facilities.

Hot Opinions

1t is possible, if one can manage the
necessarily objective stance, to marvel at
how some people can be so positive about
the rights and wrongs of political situa-
tions,

Though editorial writers are often ac-
cused of such an attitude, no man with any
humility at all in his makeup can long write
editorials without developing a lively sense
of how much more he ought to know than
he can ever know.

We have in mind persons who, out of
misguided partisanship or mere spleen, in-
dulge in the most uncompromising deroga-
tory comment about those who differ with
them. \ .

They allow no hint that there might be
a grain of truth on the other side; they
declare without the slightest qualification
that if only this or that were done, the
situation would be taken care of at once.

RECENTLY, A poliucmn in one large

‘If You’re Spring Cleaning, Honey,
It Take the Boss OUT to Dinner!’

Eccentricities

By HANK HOGAN

Love Letters

A politician’s life is not a happy one when he views
hundreds of letters asking him to vote one way and hun-
dreds more asking him to take the opposite position.

1 suppose it serves him right for taking on the job in
the first place. It brings to mind Lincoln's amended law
that “you can please some of the people all the time, and
all the people some of the time, but you can’t please all
the people all the time.

I had a discussion with several state leglslator-x recently
as t.hey were piling up their constituents’ mail in front of
them. They app: ly like to receive from the
“grass roots” as long as it isn’t part of a promotion.

THEY HAD four general tips to people who want their
opinions legitimately considered.

The first was, don’t send your letter to their home:
Legislators spend their week in Lansing so your mail is
delayed if sent to their home. Also, their spouses have to
spend the week trying to sort the “fan mail” from the
household bills and when he arrives home for the week
end, the last thing he wants to see is a pile of mail.

The best way to reach him is to direct your letter to
the legislator at the Stdte Capllol Lansing, Michigan.

SECONDLY, WHEN ynu wrlte and say, “T'll be watch-
ing the record to see how you vote on this matter, and 1
will take it into consideration at the next election,” make
sure that you have written your own representative.

Many times the writers don’t know exactly who their
legislator is and a barrage of this type of mail might
even kill your favorite bill.

Thirdly, on the “most favorite” list is when two people
in one family write two letters on the same subject. If

Midwestern city new-
criminal code as wnrthlm and called the
distinguished men who had devised it after
long thought “mushheads.”

Public outrage forced him to baek down
and admit that his criticism had been, at
best, intemperate. The trouble is, a lot of
and blindly opinis d eritics
never have the grace to back down.

Others? Maybe

ing this honor to the former British prime
minister:

“I think Churchill is oné.of.he’ m:uﬁeﬁ ]
statesmen who ever lived. But I cantiot in
good conscience say that we in this country
can grant honorary clt.lzenlhln to anyone
elsewhere in the world.”

There is no substantive reason why this
cannot be done, if the national legislative
body and the chief executive approve. But
certainly Rogers and others of more or.less
like mind have this point in their favor—
that honorary citizenship should be award-
ed only to the most extraordinarily quali-
fied persons.

The granting of such citizenship to
Churchill should not be allowed to become
a precedent for other such honors. The
more often we hand out citizenship, the
cheaper it will become.

From The Eccentric’'s Point of View...

Frank Lane, never loath to state an opinion,
says that spring training is 50 per cent ballyhoo.
He says that ball players could get in shape in
three weeks instead of six. The former general
manager of the Chicago White Sox, St. Louis
Cardinals, Cleveland Indians and Kansas City
Athleti now general manager of the Chicago
Zephyrs, does not sell ballyhoo short, however.
He thinks spring training is of great promotional
value and whips up interest in the sale of tickets.
This is true. And baseball is not the only business
that employs ballyhoo, although in some quarters
it is “public relations,” “promotion,” or maybe
“consumer education.” To call it ballyhoo is, per-
haps, a discredit to the deft art of sales stimula-
tion, but baseball fans will forgive Lane for
employing the word. Reports from the training
camps, ballyhoo or not, make sweet reading to
the diamond bug.

The fastest and fiercest thing that swims,
writes William J. Cromie in an outdoor magazine,
is the killer whale. It eats whatever it can
catch and is one of the most terrible predators
in existence. But before human beings start
ng an accusing finger at this terror of the

they might hearken to Dr. Carlton Ray,
e curator of the New York Aquarium.
The killer whale, he says, helps control the bal-
ance of nature in the ocean, whereas man, “the
most rapacious predator on earth,” seldom serves
nature’s purpose.

A Department of Labor manpower expert says
that anyone now working can expect to be dis-
placed from his job three times before he retires.
What'll be tough is landing that fourth job.

Floods in one part of the country, drouth in
another. Weather is like some consumer goods:
there’s enough of it, but distribution is uneven.

e
The numher of females is growing faster each
year, says a research organization. No man who
tries to get a seat on a bus will dispute the
finding.
o0

Castro demands that relatives of ransomed
prisoners buy their way out of Cuba. He may
find that prisoners have an awful lot of relatives.

January is the birth month of Benjamin Frank-
lin. Which is a reminder tha these days you
don’t even have to fly a kite to get a shock.

v

The U. S. Chamber of Commerce calls for a less
bulky federal budget. What we’d like to see is one
whose totals weren't quite so bulky.

PR

Soon there won't be enough shopping days be-
fore Christmas to buy the gregting cards.

A Georgia high school football star is expelled
because he married, and grid fans are irked.
Without football, how can the lad build his char-
acter?

Jazz behind the Tron Curtain shows how ef-
fective Radio Free Europe s, says an official.
RFE's new theme: Freedom shd all that jazz.

Washington observers feel the swift, firm U.S.
action on Cuba caught the Russlans by surprise.
It caught most Americans by:surprise; too.
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To _the Editor:

The resignation of the su-
perintendent of schools
makes me ashamed to be a
citizen of Birmingham.

Although the parental
pressute groups responsible
for this tragedy represent
only a small portion of the
voters, the shame of permit-
ting such a situation to de-
velop must rest with each
one of us.

Perhaps it is time that we
should all appraise our com-
munity attitude and realize
that overt support of five of-
ficials is incumbent upon
each one of us. This does not
negate our right to express
an opinion, but it is funda-
mental decency to expect

PEOPLE’S COL
‘Parental Pressure’
Blamed in ‘“Tragedy’
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Yesteryear
Happenings

From the Files of The Eccontric

that opinion to be voiced
with dignity and restraint.

ALL THE efforts of a plan
board to create a physically
beautiful city will be for
naught if our community im-
age is to be one of arrogant
rudeness.

Those of us who sincerely
wish the continued develop-
ment of the school system
will be wise to visibly sup-
port our administrators. We
are fortunate to have an ex-
cellent school board; instead
of carping criticism let us
‘make sure that they and the
people whom they employ
receive our complete support

FORTY YEAR RESIDENT

—
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‘Petty Selfishness’
Caused Resignation

To the Editor:

Things certainly have come to a
pretty sad staté when the petty
selfishness of one or two groups
of people can drive out our new
and very capable superintendent of
schools and perhaps cause several
members of our school board to de-
cide that they will not run again.

Confronting the school board
and the school administration in
regular meetings with suggestions,
gripes, etc., is the right of every
taxpayer, but harassing them at

Quéstions Board
Action in Letter
On Bus Measure

To the Editor:

I have just finished reading a
letter sent to residents in the
Bloomfield 'Hills School District,
regarding Senate Bill No. 1144,
knomn as the “Fair Play Bus Bill."

simply cannot understand how
(he Bloomfield Hills Board of Ed-
ucation copld sanction such a dis-
criminatory letter.

It is a shameful thing when the
educators of our young people will
sign their names to such a docu-
ment. It makes me doubly grateful
for the opportunity of sending my
children to parochial school.

AS LONG AS I am paying ap-
proximately $600 in school taxes, 1
feel that I am supporting the
school bus system as well as the
school educational system and I
should have a choice in whether or
not I use either one.

‘When and if the proposed library
is built (with the aid of our taxes),
is the Bloomfield Hills Board of
Education going to send another
letter suggesting it be used only
by public school students?

RS. H. J. HOOD, JR.
4349 RISDON COURT
BLOOMFIELD HILLS

|

their homes is something entirely

different—and the way of unrea-

soning and irresponsible people!
P

1 AM VERY sorry to see Dr.
Dickey tender his resignation. I
feel that he has done a tremendous
job for all of us that even better
things would have developed.

It is my great hope that he will
reconsider and stay with us for a
long time.

Personally, 1 greatly admire the
members of our school board. They
work much harder than any of us
really comprehend and it's & dirty
jab in the back to have to contend
With the malcontents who for the
most part are acting upon half-

truths.
CHICK HOLMES
31746 AUBURN DRIVE
BIRMINGHAM

Some_‘;/ords
Of Advice

To the Editor:

Quickly said

Re Mrs, Quarton whose de-
mise you reported: she was a sec-
ond cousin of Miss Clara Benedict,
82, of 352 N. Woodward, B'ham.
Mr. Quarton died accidentally
while picking apples; he fell when
the ladder broke; it pierced his
lung. i
2. If Mr. Romnéy wants to help
Northern Peninsula he should cut
the Mack bridge toll to $2.

3. 1 don’t favor widening Maple. | P
On Woodward between Oukland
and Vinewood the gulch should be
removed by raising the road-level
between aforementioned streets.

I favor I-beam construction,
leaving the present road for park-
ing below.

THURE ROSENE

710 WOODWARD
BLOOMFIELD HILLS

(See PEOPLE'S COLUMN, 8-B)

50 YEARS AGO

March 21, 1913
There will be an address in Bir-
mingham Saturday night April 5th
at 8 oclock. Dr. H. A, Miller of
Olivet College will speak upon the
sociel and industrial justice to be
obtained - throwgh- politics.
The high purpose of the great na
tional organization now being per
fected in binging out a new type
of politician.

e
Despite the fact that a major-
ity of the senate committee on the
agricultural eollege are personally
opposed to President J. L. Snyder,
of the Michigan Agricultural Col-
lege, and some of the members of
the house committee believe that
a change in the management of the
institution would be desirable,
every effort will be made by the
two committees to secure the in-
crease of appropriation asked for
by the state board of agriculture.

$10 Reward. Stolen from the
barn of Charles A. Brush, Wood-
ward Avenue, just north of our
village, a very fine single harness.
Mr. Brush will pay the above re-
ward of ten dollars for information
leading to the arrest and convic-
tion of the thief or thieves. Now,
all you local sleuths get busy.
PP

30 YEARS AGO

March 23, 1933
Figures which form the basis of
a plan for re-opening the First Na-
tional Bank of Birmingham were
being checked todsy by a member
of the Chief Examiner’s Staff of
Chicago, following appointment of
Charles E. James as conservator for
the institution. Mr. James, a Bir-
mingham resident for seven years,
and one of the bank’s directors, was
appointed conservator by the De-
partment of the Comptroller of the
Curreney In Washington.

One of the most intense and
spirited campaigns in the history of
local elections was foreseen today
as’the 17 eandidates for Birming-
h-mA first Commission under the
posed new city charter, and the
Four candidates for justice of the
Municipal Court, prepared to carry
their fight to the electorate in the
April 3 balloting.

P
A resolution calling for the im-
medllm dismissal of Albert W.
Noonan as city assessor because
he has been in the habit of punch-
ing the Municipal Building time-
clock from 15 minutes to an hour
and A quarter late every morning,
was voted down by the Commission
Monday night, 5 to 2, None of the
members sympathized with Mr.
Noonan’s tardiness but opposed his
dismMsal op thg grounds that ap-
pointing & new assessor at this
time would handicap the city.
15 YEARS AGO
Mareh. 18, 1948

In addition to the two city char-
ter amendments, which were ex-
plained last week, registered Bir-
mmm voters on April b will be
asked to approve, or reject, three

bond issues which would permit
(See HAPPENINGS, 6-B)

the legisl reads his mail he is not fooled by twice as
much mail because the return addresses and common post-
marks give it away. They advige the family to save five
cents and sign their letter jointly.

PP

LASTLY, THERE is no statutory requirement that
you start your letter off with, “I am a voter and a tax-
payer.” There are very few peuple who take the time to
write their legislator who aren’t.

The legislators enjoy hearing from the home folks as
long as their requests are reasonable and not part of a
campaign to force a legislator to make a decision on any-
thing else than the mierits of the proposal in question.

By

' w::n City ‘Beat

“Okay, lady, we're through now. We'll be back tomorrow
and take care of those repairs for you,” said the man
from the furnace company to my wife .

Tomorrow and no furnace i

“That s the trouble with these repnfrmen and service-
men,” said the Mrs. “They think that because we're
housewives we'll be here every day and they can come
back anytime.

“They don’t think it makes any difference what time
they get here. They don’t believe it’s important to us,
that it makes any difference with our work day.”

PR
THEY ARE so wrong. Little do they realize the pres-

sures under which a housewife works from day to day,

especially when there are a couple of children around.

And more especially when those youngsters are like
Jeff and Laurie.

Jeff, a sweet, lovable, bl
as any 19-month-old boy can be.

Laurie, a sweet, lovable, brown-eyed brunette, has the
more sophisticated wayq of a threo-year old for getting
into mother’s hair. .

WHEN YOU'RE working away and all of a sudden
you renhze that Jeff is aw-
fully quiet, you know he’s
doing something he
shouldn’t.

Such as dragging the vac-
uum sweeper out of the clos-
et and taking it apart.

Or opening the drawers
in the chest in Laurie’s room
and throwing her clothes on
the floor.

Or crawling into, and get-
ting stuck in, the magazine
cabinet.

Or pulling the pots and
pans out of the kitchen cup-
boards.

Or pulling scraps of paper
out of the wastebasket and
strewing them about the house.

Or climbing (and fnllmg) mto the bathtub.

AS FOR LAURIE, who msmu she's “a good girl most
of the time,” she likes to help Momma.

I mean, what kind of pressure i8 it when you're trying
to clean up the breakfas
dishes and there’s little Lau-
rie right under your nose
trying to shove her play cup
under the faucet so she can
§ wash it?

Laurie likes to cook, too.
So, when Momma’s trying
to prepare a meal, there's
Laurie right alongside her
in the kitchen. Does she cry
when she wants a certain
utensil and Momma tells her
no, that Momma has to use
it now? Huh!

i blond is as

'm room, full tummy and
JM falls asleep.

LIKE JEFF, Laurie some-
times goes off to play by
herself. When you get
around to checking up on

See CITY BEAT, 2-B)

What better place for Laurie
to “play house” than in a
box?



