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SECTION B

We Need Those Judges

There are bills Lefore the state legisla-
ture to give Oakland Connty two additional
circuit judges.

The county
judges who hold court
houre tower on
ircuit court is the basic trial
the Michigan judicial setup. We h na
lesser courts around the county such
justice of the peace and municipal

prezently has
in the n

legraph Read
court in

15

courts

courts, but all of their judgments wre sul-
jeet to review by the eireuit court.
OAKLAND COUNTY Civenit Court s
the second hardest working court in the
state. Only the Washtenaw County judge

judge than onr own
el grave

more cas

per
jurists, and the legislature last we
Wishtenaw an additional judge.
yeur 7 we started
TIBR were of by
judges or.an averase of over 1100 4 Judge.
The state average iz 8GH.
The problem is that even though our
judges are handling more cascs than our
counterparts in other counties, the hacklog
ix starting to pile up because of the number
of new cases being started. In addition to
our five judges, the Supreme Court had to
assign  visiting  judges times
last year to assist us.
‘

in
our

5 cnses

disposed

numerous

WE HAVE our choice of
more judges or as
longer time to have their case heard.

supporting
ing the people to wait a
In

Just Doing

Some towns, like Birmingham, have a
law against leaving a car with the keys in
the ignition; others don’t.

In towns that do, a man who gets a ticket
for breaking this law may feel justified in
griping about police who can’t find any-
thing better to do. He may argue, with
what he feels is righteous indignation, that
instead of picking on him for violating a
silly rule they ought to be out preventing
theft and other wrongdoing.

This is exactly what the police are doing
when they enforce such statutes. Anyone
who thinks otherwise had better pay atten-
tion to an FBI report that 350,000 auto-

Wayne County, t period is in the neigh-
borhood of fifteen months as compared 0
the five-and-a-half-month average in our

county.

It is not enough to say that our judges
will just have Lo hear more cases, because
apparently they are disposing of a lot more
than the average. s time we recognize
our responsibility to relieve this case load
beeause delaved justice can result in no
justice.

THERE ARE, of course, problems with
two new judges. The salary of a

323,500 of which the coun-
Che county must also pay
additional administrative expenses for staff
for the new courts. But the ways and means
committee of Board of Supervisors said we
can atford it.

The problems are more than just money.
When the courthouse tower was built, one
extra court room was constructed. Addi-
tional court room space will not be avail-
able until another wing is completed, so
hat one of the new judges would only have
temporary  quarters.  However, Oakland
County put up with this bcmre m “the old
Court House.

having
civenit judge is
Ly pays $11,000.

P
IF OUR country was founded on the
demoeratic principle of equal justice for all,
we must make justice available.
We encourage the legislature to act with
h and commend the Board of Super-
visorXdg their support in the matter.

Their-Job

mobiles were stoleh in the United States
last vear.

disp:

: o

A SUBSTANTIAL number of these
thefts, which represent a nine per cent
increase over 1961, were made easier be-
e of what FBI Director Hoover calls
and lazy” drivers who left
unlocked or the keys in

cu
the
their car doors
the ignition.

Hoover reports that in an ‘“alarming
percentage” of the stolen car cases the
ignition key had not-been removed. The
lesson is plain. No statute should be needed
to prod motorists into taking this sensible
precaution.

reles:

Gadgets, Gadgets, Gadgets!

The wonders of technology are seen at
their most dramatic in such creations as
jet planes and moon rockets. These striv-
ings toward mastery of the environment
show off technical man at his best

This cannot be said of the myriad gadg-
ets that pour out and find a market in our
affluent society. Taken in sum, however,
the gadgets are in themselves an ama
sometimes almost an appalling—e
of hun ingenuity.

A look through one of the numerous so-

called gift catalogues gives some idea of
the variety of items available.
ONE CAN, for instance, buy a set of

From The Eccentric's Point of View .

Never forget, Mr. and Mrs. Voter, that political
parties have to
In the U.S.A., there being but two major parties,
cach endeavors to out do the other in t
words and pictures to get your vote—
pect they are just like a
advertises his good:
customer. In the ¢
live up to his promises
buying from him.
howey

re

faitly well

In the case of many noliticians,

ises en

though after

ection to uffice the
candidute or party doesn't deliver his promises
Blind loyalty to a certain political party causes
muny people to stay with it, anyway - but to the
eredit of many who are more discerning, the
known as “independents” —and, in thé long
probably do

are
long run,

better civie job than the “blind
loyalists.” For it is the independent roup of vot-
that so often causes political parties “to

their ways™ for the better of all citi

ns.

Rumor has it that the next chairman, of the
Democratic National Committee will be Steve
Smith, one of President Ko Attorne:
cral Robert Kennedy—U. ator Teddy
nedy’s brothers-i though
Massachusetts Kennedys somehow mixed up
in United States politics,

Gen-
Ken-

those

Seems

w. as

are

many voters continue “to buy his prom- ¢

monogrammed thumb ks. A battery-
operated electric back scratcher is obtain-
able, as are music box cuff links, a “thing-
amabob” that lifts toast out of the toaster,
a parking meter timer to avoid tickets, a
watch stand with a built-in night light.
And s0 on. And so on. And so on, into
the thousands. It's enough to make a man
lie awuke nights wondering who thinks "em
all up, who makes ‘em, who buys 'em. One
thing is sure: In.an age that can produce
both an electric back scratcher and a device
to test for microscopic life on Mar:

we
need have no fears about any decline in
human

inventiveness.

.

Headline: Tshombe Aids UN. in Congo. Next
thing you know, Khrushchev will be wanting to
hold hands with Kennedy.

Minnesota legislators consider a bill to permit
ale, in that state, of colored oleomargarine.
Dairy interests prepare for butter’s last stand.

France may hold out for the Skybolt missile.
De Gaulle thinks we're nuts for giving up on
Skybolts.

A Wisconsin congressman proposes legislation
to ban detergents that don’t decompose quickly
in sewage systems. That should put Congress in
ath

fighting man of tomorrow will
Ready-to-eat, heat-and-
In other words, just like

Meals for the
come in three cat
eat

and ready-to-cool
home,

PR

A few tax loopholes are expected to be closed
by the 8Kth Cong: but income taxes will con-
tinue to leave in family budgets.

hole

Retired persons are sought by the Peace Corps.
IUs getting so you can't loaf in good conscience
1 in your old age.
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Geoge R. Averill, Editor Fmeritus

The Coming of Spring 1

|PEOPLE’S COLUMN
s

Suggest Alternate

For City Parking Lot

To the Editor:

| City Commi:

| lying| selfish motive.

Unfortunately,
where city planni
sued,
duction models of

Thd property owners on Town-
send request that you publish the
following letter, addressed to M
Robert A. Thom, chairman of the
Citizans for Action Committee:

Dear Mr. Thom:

We would like to express our
agreement and sympathy with the
objeglives as stated by you at the
meeting before the , Birmingham
ion on Feb, 14. |

grace and charm
are not only e
faction of the esth

results, while

also produced monsters of sterility.
We believe that the aspects of

ential for the sati

| people that arein the community
but also these aspects are of prime |er o

Yesteryear
Happenings

From the Files of The Ecceatric

Site |

in many are
i has been pur-

perhaps pro-
efficiency, ha

50 YEARS AGO

March 14, 1913
The big banquet to be given by
the Citizens League at the First
Presbyterian_church Monday eve-
ning, Mar. 17, at 6:30, will afford
the old and the new residents of
Birmingham and vicinity a not to
be missed opportunity to get togeth-
the common ground of good

in a community

etic sense of the

As property owners in the block
|south of Shain Park and s area perity.
| vesidents of long standing, we L
| should like to echo your sentiments| FEW PEOPLE

|and indicate our support of the

program in general.

work and shop in

As| property owners in the af- cfficiently designed and planned, ham Heights, the finest sub-divi-
fecteq ‘district, it might well be with careful thought given to|sion of Hirmingham, proved so hy
argued that we “have an axe to transportation, education, recrea- Mr. i
grind” and that any suggestion we tion, housing and shopping. Th
aight make would have an under- lack any esthetic value and it is

However, we
dmul.l like to protest that the fol-

|lowing thoughts are motivated by be maintained by the mi or be

| sincere desire for the mainte. turned back for civilian occupa-|  For the first time since the mil

| nance and improvement of the City tion, as has happened in many | tant women of England inaugur-
of Birmingham's identity. places throughout the United ated their campaign of violence as

IT| IS regrettable that
growth of population in mar
of the United S has

the We would like

your comment at

been so

any
commercial development and pro

base and yet they

this lack that makes them unde-|w
siruble places to live

States in recent ye

recting the thoughts of the

and good cheer, and to do
honor to an old Birmingham man
who has mnde Kond

want to liv
or on an army
are undeniably

been

Mrs

Regular red rohin red breast has|
first reported as “seen” by|
Frank Stannard of Birmipg-

; whether they |

made the same repul!

a means of getting the ballot. suf-

« mude a personal attack
George in London. If the
attempthad not been expected and

rs
to suggest that
the meeting di-

rious

rapid as to make proper planning committees and the commission | police arrangements made to repel
cithep impossible or at best a sec- toward the esthetic aspects of it the British monarch might have
ondary consideration. (See PEOPLE'S COLUMN, 8-B) ($ce HAPPENINGS, 7-B

Fame has its drawbacks

I found this out in the fourth grade though my
reputation a celebrity rested strictly on the '
lodation of my birthplac

uy, the words South Africa seem to
conjure up a glamorous image in people’s mental
eyes, yet when I was a child it was even more
trie 1 quickly learned that my friends would
elieve just about anything and 1 was quite ready
to tell them exactly that.

But when one of the more gullible, Elizabeth,
asked me what I “was doing out there,” I really
ot carried away. I had only been here a short
time and was a second grader when she put the
question.

SWELL. 1 REF

* ‘looking around’ was

D,
my business

“What do you mean?” she came back.

£Well, I- worked for the king and queen,” I
quoth.

J then sauntered off hoping she would pursue
me. She did.

Then I spun my weh of lies and deceit. 1 de-
scribed myself as a charwoman — named Lady

who had the privilege of
In the summer, I
in the winter,

something or other
sweeping up all-the palaces.
swept through (the seaside cowt;
I broomed outlthe main castle.

My audience Was agog but somehow seemed a
little disappointed. Only a charwoman?

¥Yes, but u royal charwoman,” I explained.
“I/zot to keep all the diamonds and rubies 1 found
on the floors.”

a e

TH WAS some king and queen. So loaded
with jewels and tributes were they, that they
dropped them helter-skelter wherever they walked.
There were so many baubles that no one really

ever counted them but there were zillions and

Once Over Lightly

by IRMA N. DAVIS i

willions of them lying s

1 told her I gave most of the one I snagged to
poor people but that I still had a few tucked away.
may come in handy,” I added.

I wus quite the heroine, of course, though 1
was also hard put to it to put off Elizabeth’s
hints to come over and see my jewels. 1 implied
that invitations from royal charwomen had to go
through channels

She never did seem to find the right channel
until we were studying South Africa in the fourth
wrade, a whole two years later.

.

o

AS WE DISCUSSED the subject in class one
day, she held up her hand.

“Yes, Elizabeth,” said the teacher who was
somewhat of a celebrity herself. We all whispered
that she was an ogre and we approdched her
classes with trepidation.

“Irma worked for the queen in South Africa.
She was the royal charwoman and she got all
the jewels she could find. She still has some at
home,” said this informer in the breathless flow
of words that characterizes the bearer of good

Irma,” said Miss Stern—she fitted her
name—“Is that right? Would you like to tell us
about it?”

nd that's
doesn't pay.

1 first learned crime

Not even in jewels.

when that

0

WHILE THE more sophisticated students snick-
ered 1 made my confession.

From then on, my tales about my birthpl
were prosaic and truthful and so dull that even
I completely lost interest in them

Except when it came to telling about the lions
and wild animals.

Did I ever show you the scar on my arm from
one of them?

‘ By HANK HOGAN

I had the opportunity last Thur\da\ evening to observe
a public hearing before a legislative.committee in Lansing
on_a proposed bill that would make }( mandatory for the

people to

vote affirmatively before vm er systems could

be fluoridated.
The testimony before the committee dul not really shed
light on whether the bill should be enacted or not, but it

WS Sure @
Actual’y
a high wire act

rip-snorter on the pros and cons of fluoridation.
the only thing missing from the hearing was
All the u!her elements of a circus existed.

THERE WERE qunl.ll'on on the rise of the national

debt, the t

tactics Hitler used to take over Germany and

how the Aluminum Company of America set up a huge
conspirasy to vet a'l water finoridated so that thev could

sell a w.

e product—none of which got down to the basic

point, should medication, in the form of fluoridation, he

for

« on people without giving them a choice?
The propos

ed hill says a vote must be taken first.

In principle, verv few people can quarrel with this.

However,
.Birmingham

ses some serious local problems,
water from Detroit. Bloomfield

the bill

buvs its

Townshin and Rloomtickl Hills will probably do likewise

in the near

1F THE PROPC
citizens of Detroit vote for
of Birmipghum vote again
have to go without water until a new source is found
he subject of fluoridation is a very technical one. I,
a layman, am certainly not in a position to say that it

future.

ED bill

s pussed, whal happens if the
fluoridation and the citizens
t it? Apparently, we would

good or bad. My dentist tells me that Birmingham well
water was naturally fluoridated for years, and that's why

our.generation h

such good tec(h

AFTER HEARING the lesllmuny that the ingredients
used in fluoridation are the same as that used in rat
poison, [ just wonder why I've felt so well all these years,
not knowing that I'm on my deathbed.

So that the public could better understand the problems

involved,

cism can’t be eliminated and let the experts tell us \Vbethe;

it is too bad that the emotionalism and fanati-

it is good or bad.
1 am in favor of letting the people decide their own fnto

but I am

intellectually insulted by the tactics and propa-

ganda that opponents of fluoridation have been using to
fight it. After all, l’]m a big boy now.

« City Beat

WEAVEI'I

ROBERT KIRSTEN

RICHARD KIRS

“Let’s be a bit more careful, huh, when we shake our

worr

d heads and sigh:

‘Gee, the school kids today just

aren’t stud; mjz nr learning nearlv as much as we did!" "

Ruth (M

who gets
cr

I.) Vogtisa Bloomfield Township woman
run\ed intellec ‘tually and emotionally, over such

icisms. She thinks we take too many matters like this

for granted.

SHE COMES
youngster

to the defense of today's high school
with an example of two area boys.

They have written poems for their advanced English

s which received “excellent comments
~(r||gl()r who i
The boys,
Kirsten, senio

Their poems:

from
most careful of what he praises.”
17-year-old twins, are Robert and Richard
1t Farmington High School.

dn in-

THE DEATH OF A FOREST

The fire burns and glows among the rocks

And silently it
Into a depthless

embers float up high
¢, to throw its locks

Of smoke into exotic dance and die.

The show goes on alone and no one sees
The loveliness that slumbers there,

But as the leaping flames spit at the trees
All living creatures flee in- dark despair.

It

suddenly the dance will stop und in
place a demon, cold and menacing,

Will change the beauty of the scene within
And add confusion to the ember's sting.

The rape is done, deception leaves the scar

On all

lovely living things, a mar.
Robert Kirsten

OH, FUTURE WHAT DO YOU HOLD?
What does the future hold for me?
1f 1 could choose, would I be free
To mold my life without the hand
Of those whose deeds I understand?

Could I alone

Not var

Right now 1'm lost and quite in doubt
aboy

I even

But I'll plod on

walk straight enough
v when the road gets rough?

know what life’s ut.

and try to be

A man, with goals set high and see
That I divide the good from bad,
And compensate the help I've had.

Richard Kirsten




