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SECTION B

Why Boards of Review?

In the next several weeks, the boards of
review in area municipalities will meet to
review assessments on local property.

The assessment procedure is a compli-
cated matter, vet is something that every
property owner should know wl under-
stand. Basicaly, this is how it works:

Each municipality who
places a value on all property in the com-
muni 31 of the pi
It is his duty to look over each home and
business to determine its “fair cash value.”

After doing so, he enters u percentage of
the real value on the assessment roll. This,
then, becomes the a sed value of the
property. The practice of determining as-
sessments at a fraction of actual rather
than true value has come about through
tradition.

The assess

has an assessor

as of Dec. evious vear.

rouses the same formula—

the same percentage—in every case. In
Birmingham, the a or tukes 36 per
cent of actual ue, while in Bloomfield

ssor uses 28 per cent.
ed value figure on your
tax bill should be 36 per cent of the true
value of your home if you live in Birming-
ham and 28 per cent of true value if you
live in the township.

Township the ass
Thus, the ass

HERE IS where the board of review en-
ters the picture.

Suppose that after checking your
sessed value you believe vour property is
ove uated. You then can appear be-
fore your local board of review with facts
and figures to show that the assessment is
improper.

Of course, when you do this you take the
chance that the board may decide the as-
sessor was too good to you: but history
shows that this sort of thing rarely
happens.

gree with the board of re-
vour only recourse is to
file suit in circuit court.

IN THE assessment of property, the lo-
cal governing body appoints the assessor
but has little to do with a ment prac-
tices thereafter.

Under Michigan law sors must use
certain defined standards in determining
value, but the quality of the assessment is
a subjective thing and depends on the
ability of the assessing officer. Fortunate-
ly, in this area we have assessors of recog-
nized ability.

WE HAVE explained assessed value here.
Another term which citizens sometimes
confuse with it is equalized value.

Here is where the latter term comes into

use:
To make sure that people who own a
20,000 home in Birmingham pay the same
amount of basic taxes as a person who
owns a $20,000 home in some other com-
munity, state law provides
equalization board which tries to equate
the various assessments.

For example, a house in Birmingham
would have a different assessed value than
an identical one in Bloomfield Township be-
cause of the different percentage (36 and
28, as explained above).

So. the state equalization board equal-
izes evervone at 50 per cent with an equal-
ization formula. What this means is that
everyone in the state p. tax on 50 per
cent of the true h value of his property.

PEOPLE WHO are interested in as
ment procedures, and more especially their
own assessments, would be wise to attend
the meeting of their own board of review.

When Does Child Become Adult?:

The age-old problem of when a boy
reaches manhood raises several legal prob-
lem

Children have traditionally been treated
differently under our laws, because law-
makers felt that those without their full
judgment faculties should not be held to
account to the same degree as mature
adults.

However, the law is not quite sure when
a child isn't a child.

A person reaches his majority at age 21.
But this only allows him to vote, drink (md
legally smoke.

THE CRIMINAL laws set the age of
adulthood at 17. If a person violates u law
and has reached the age of 17, they are
taken before the nearest judge and prose-
cuted.

If they have not reached the age of 17,
they are spared a criminal court ang taken
to u part of probate court called, appropri-
ately, juvenile court.

Juvenile court while not criminal in na-
ture has the power to take the necessary
steps Lo protect society from repetition of
a child's eriminal acts

But it adds to this power the under-
standing that needed that bovish
pranks do not wreck an adolescent’s future,

is 50

WHAT ABOUT the situation where a
child under 17 is in fact as mature as an

adult and has committed an offense against
society of such proportion, such as murder,
and the juvenile court after investigation
does not feel its program would help the
child or society?

Under such a situation if the child is
over 15, the court can waive jurisdiction
and the child would be treated as an adult.

This area can become a real problem.
We have created juvenile courts because
we feel that people under 17 should be
treated differently. But we also allow the
15 to 17-vear-old to be criminally prose-
cuted as an adult under certain circum-
stances and destroy this previous protec-
tion,

AND WE FIND more and more that the
juvenile courts are waiving jurisdiction if
it is a crime of violence.

If we consider what is best for the child
we would avoid waiver of jurisdiction in
If the juvenile court keeps
tion the child can be given the
guidance he needs (including psychiatric)
and eventually be returned to society with-
out the hardening of adult prison institu-
tions.

If a child is prosecuted as an adult mul
is convicted, he not only has to pay for his
crime but also face an adjustment of re-
turning to society after being denied the
warmth of understanding during his form-
ative years

The News Finds New Voices

During the newspaper strike in New
York City several reporters, critics and col-

umnists have taken to the TV-radio air
waves to disseminate their information.
Their untrained voices and “TV jitters”

have often served to point up the com-

mendable skill of the professional an-
nouncers and commentators.
They also have proved, however, that it

is not essential to have a golden voice and
ised stage presence to communicate
. Content, too, is important—perhaps
more so than is generally supposed. What
these gentlemen lack in professional ap-
pearance they have more than made up for
in stimulating thought and analysi
opposed to the usual quiz masters and
moderators who so often have nothing to

As

say but it oh, so beautifully, these
gentlemen of the press had much to say
though they said it at times haltingly.

BE GOOD—the sooner, the
—1to have the New York metropolitan
running again, and the members

IT WILL
bett
pr

of the fourth estate back at their familiar
typewriters. They will doubtless feel more
at home in that environment. Still, some
may have

been bitten by the limelight bug.

v hope so. Their lack of TV
s and slickness was a re-
shing breeze. It is a breeze that broad-
casting stations in other parts of the
country might do well to set blowing now
and again.
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Work CBDD Plan

Into Ma

To the E
| At the meeting on the sub-
ject of the Central Business
District on Feb. 14, there was
nb opportuni ¢ residents
tp express th
the “Citizens Committee
peared to be comprised
persons with busines
ekts in the community.

The groups invited to the
meeting wed to eriticize
the city commission for thei
delay in implementing
(BD plan

I for ane would like to com-
mend the approach of the
commission to this plan. They
rpised  questions  regarding
financing, registered concern
that the interests of the
idents should he protected,
counseled against the wisdom
of legislation which went he-
yond the health, safe
welfure of the community an
pointed out that the CBD
plan as presently constituted
left many questions unan-
swered

ap-
of
inter-

ir
the

ONE QUESTION which 1

personally feel must be con
nis

sidered before the pla
plemented i the offs
CBD plan on the traffic pat-

im-

tern on Oakland Avenue be-
tween Hunter and Adpms.
The ed iAvernge

ster Plan

Yesteryear
Happenings

From the Files of The Eccentric

IN CONTRAST to those o
who would encourage immedi- 50 YEARS AGO
ate steps toward adoption Feb. 28, 1913
and implementation of the last September the pay

CBD Plan 1 strongly recom-
mend that first the CBD Plan

station in the telephone booth in
the D. U. R. waiting room has been
robbed seven times and as marn

be integrated into the pro-
posed muster plun for the . Pay stations or boxes wrecked. Last
Sity: the study of which jv 9 Saturday night again the station

now underway.

obbed and this, time Howard
ige saw the robber, Harry Me-

This would require analy-
sis and adjustment b w enter the booth. By means
CBD Plan to accd of marked coins, many five and 10-

as the future site of

cent pieces placed in the box, the
rascal was found guilty.

the educational and adminis- PR
trative facilities now located Without imagination cnouh
in the mdmn Hill School see someliung netfoc than we
I oo possess, life wouldindeed
tragedy.  Birmingham, with  its
i sotame on
a0 theautiful setting, inspires thoughts

into consideration

of possible rapid growth into De-
troit’s largest residential suburb,

T eonSiperationthereby reaping not only u lower

Pl tax rate, but many other desirable

s features. Thre is a reason for a

WHEN THE master plan | Vllake's grobth. It is usually the

i« adopted properts  values |co-operution of boosters and not an
il e bt €% lanvil chorus of knockers.

standard will be available by
which proposed changes in the
community ean be
nd toward which
when fi-
able

busines:

y can move
nancing becomes av

Francisco 1. Madero and Pino
Suarez. the deposed president and
vice president of Mexico, were shot
to death last night while a guard
of rurales was taking them from
the national palace to the peniten-

1“‘\)'“ >l""““'\'.” 1“{-”‘: uth utherities said the two
‘M:“ I ":y‘ ;i . were killed by the bullets of their
4 o ise you own friends in an attempt to res-

t in principle, we believe

cue them.

K Hyur in protecting the future of _
study  depicted the  merchandising  commu
al Business Di nity: but what is best (nr m | 30 YEAR
March 2.

N merchants
traffic ;\rujulmn for ¢
Avenue F
vet an access s planned
Oakland which will p

increase  traffic

fect on the

considerably

(See PEOPLE

be evaluated in terms ul' ([~

e
Birmingham

S COLUMN LETTER ON

neces:

Approximately 130 familics were
directly dependent upon the City
of Birmingham for the necessities
of life today, following action of
the municipal government in tak-
ing o its own poor relief burden
from Bloomfield and Troy Town-
|ships beginning yesterday, Mar. 1,

(See HAPPENINGS, 7-B)
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Once

Trash eans that talk back?

They have been known to
Richmond, Ky.,
ross recently,

For
according to an item that we came

example, n

members of a woman's club
rigged up some of the containers with speakers.
Announcers were hidden nearh

Let anyone drop a scrap of anything on the
sidewalk and the ncarest trash can let them have
it with both barrels. It sure made for clean
streets for a while.

As most any woman is. I am firmly convinced
that many inanimate objects are on the muscle
und 1 wouldn't put it past our own wastebasket
to object to some of the things with which we
endow it.

However, aside from the big brother aspect,
there are some intriguing ways in which such a
system could be employed whether the objects
in question get human help or take it upon them-
selves to reform the world.

For instance, | would be quite happy if some-
thing, say the mirror on a claset door at home,
would announce that my slip was showing before
I left the house. I would specify. naturally, that
such an announcement be made in discreet tones

Over Lightly

by IRMA N. DAVIS

and not in a blare that would let everyone within
a block know about it.

A built-in cussing system for a car might not
be so bad either. It would save some of us a lot
of energy if some part of the car would take
over when someone makes an illegal left turn
in front of us or pulls up short for no apparent
reason when one is zipping along. Even if con-
fined to a low mutter, discernable only within our
own car, think of the time saved.

Opinions in other areas could be aired when
one is safely out of range and could cover any
number of topics. For instance that clerk who
talked me into the “sweet, little black basic”
which got u somewhat sour reception once un-
wrapped at home. Come to think of it, that's a
bit cowardly so maybe I'd better go back there
and do my own exchanging.

While we're still at home, how about u stove
that will let you know when that Strogonoff is
done to a turn or the roast cooked, but not burned
to a crisp?
ts that would march themselves to’the
and furniture that will tell the kids to
“please keep their feet off.” Actually, the whole

(See ONCE OVER LIGHTLY, 4-B)

APPORTIONMENT AND NEW-CON

The other day I was corrected when I used the term
“Con-Con.™ Apparently now that the constitutional con-
vention is over, the catch phrase is “New-Con,” which
sounds slightly like one of those low priced spreads they
advertise on television.

But whatever term you use, New-Con is upon us. The
people of the state have to approve it or disapprove it in
four weel

The biggest area of controversy seems to be the section
on apportionment. The largest ‘mobilized group against
the new document attack it because the state legislature
is not apportioned according to striet population.

THE INTERESTING part of this argument is that no
one disputes that the new document does a better job in
population .l|l]|ml)ul\mvnl than the present constitution,
but the oppenents of New-Con say it doesn’t go far enough.
This is the old cutting-off-of-one’s-nose-to-spite-one’s-
ce position. Oppose a plan that is better than we have
and keep the worst plan because the new one isn’t good

y ¢ of illustration let's look at apportionment in
the two documents.

UNDER THE PRESENT Constitution the state senate
districts ave frozen as a result of a 1952 constitutional
amendment. The districts will never change regardless of
population shifts.

Under the new constitution the state senate would be re-
apportioned every 10 vears based on a formula of 80 per
cent population and 20 per cent land area. This takes into
consideration ]\u[mlnllon hifts as well as giving the out-
state areas voice in their government.

UNDER THE PRESENT constitution the House of
Representatives is reapportioned every 10 years and
every county is entitled to one repre: tive for each
1 per cent of the state’s population wi

It also provides that if a county hasless t
but more than a half of 1 per cent, it will also get a
representat T] is called “moiety.”

The only difference between the new and old document
is that the half of one per cent for a moiety representa-

tive has been raised to 7 10th of 1 per cent.

7

THE (REAL CONTROVERSY seems to be not appor-
lmnméni but that the new document requires that every
lator must run from a single member district. This
i and (‘oumv because all of our

legislators come from
yne County it hd: been the practice to
s and run two or three representatives
f!‘nm (hcse districts. From a purely political point of view,
it has allowed the Democrats to lump pockets of Repub-
licans into strong Democrat districts and minimize their
vote. {

UNDER THE NEW document more Republicans would
be elected from Wayne County, but less from the out-state
area because of raising the population figure.

Except for this purely political problem in Wayne
County of single districts, it seems that criticism of

“New-Con” because of apportionment is unfounded.

By °
o Clty Beat
WEAVER
- & Country School of Bloomfield Hills has been

enmu national attention for its work with gifted

ts of an article in Time,
a weekly news magazine. CBS-TV previously had featured
the school in a documentary ullell Minerva's Children.”
vs George A. Roeper, headmaster:

“The national gnition given to our school is con-
spicuous evidence for the prominent place such a school
for the gifted is tuking on the educational scene.”

CITY & COUNTRY P\.«\ hnml doubled its enrollment
in the last five years. Roeper says this fact “is another
indication of the need for an educational institution which
provides for the talented and the gifted.”

He sees a need for “a great deal of further study” in
this field of education. After a specific program is de-
veloped in the grade school, it should be continued through
high school, he believes.

CONSEQUENTLY, he sees |||l. need for construction
of a high school at City & Country.

“It will complete the project of a pioneering effort to
educate talented _\'uulh_" the headmaster. “The

present enrollment of 315 will increase to about 600
students
But Roeper emphasizes that “the principle of small

classes™ will be maintained.

The students now enrolled at the school range in age
from 3 to 13 and have 1Qs averaging 144 and going as
high as 208

The philosophy of the school is to et the youngsters
involved in intellectual activity, to make use of their
creative talents.

SPEAKING OF education, across a note the

and-pencil

1 cume

uthu day that u(('nmp.nm':l the gift of a pen-
set upon my gr: .uhmlmn from college.

The message, 1 believe, is a profound one and may be of
interest to anyone giving thought to entering the writing
field.

1

Is, in part:
/ tools can be used as effectively in shaping the
s of men as the pen.
“It has been used to record noble and courageous deeds
and to inspire men to rise to even greater heights.
“It has penned documents freeing men from the grasp
f tyrants,
“Great authors use the pen to create works of art.
“Jouynalists use it to shape opinion through the report
of each day’s events.
(See CITY

o

BE. 1-B)




