Ellsasser Sparkles

eccenthic proto
YOUNG AMERICAN organist :Richard Ellsasser goes
aver the program for his organ workshop, held last week at
Bloomﬁeld Hills High Schoo], with one of the organ de-
Yotees who attended, Mrs. Lew Betterly, 4040 Overlea
Gourt, Bloomfield Hx]ls
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The Birmingham-Bloomfield com-
munity was exposed to a fascinat-
ing evening Thursday at Bloomfield
Hills High Sehool.

Reason for the sparkling evening
was mainly due to a young, vital
man by the name of Richard
Ellsasser—organist par excellence.

American born, Ellsasser hails
from Cleveland, Ohio, and at the
age of 37 has accomplished a great
deal in the music field. After study-

and Germany, under the renowned
Josef Bonnet, he has devoted him-
self to an extremely active concert
schedule.

In addition to this, he has also
set aside his summer month activ-
ities to the National Music Camp
at Interlochen.’
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"ELLSASSER 1S the youngest

Concert

one of the highlights of the eve-
ning.

This three-part counterpoint
work demands the most. out of the
rformer, and Ellsasser definitely
showed his virtuasity.

e

THE SECOND portion of his
program was in a - lighter vain.
Elmore, Karg-Elert, Richard Rod-
gers and Leroy Anderson were
some of the composers’ works
played. However, the apex of the
evening was Ellsasser’s improvis-
ations.

An eight-measure theme was
submitted by a student, Pam
Wipple, and then completely de-
veloped in different keys and mus-
ical forms to illustrate this almost
lost art form.

It is obvious to this critic that
Richard Ellsasser is not only a
performer but also & composer.
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Thomas D. Murray, vice presi-
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Communications and Community
for the Arts. Murray received the
appointment early this month from
Gov. George Romney.

The newly-
formed Commu-
nications
Community Re-
lations Commit-
tee is the out-
growth of the
reorgani-
zation of the
Council for the
Arts last month.

IN relating
the aims of the
council in his letter to Murray,
Gov. Romney stated, “Michigan is
rich in culture. We must, however,
work to preserve our excellent her-
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s the finale

No person could i in such
person in history to have mem-|a magnificent way without a humy int int wa:
thia complete and detailed of Miss Wipple’s theme.

orized and
250 organ works of Bach. He has
also tried to keep alive the lost Art
of improvisation, which is a de-
cided feat in any language.

Students, parents and guests had
a one-in-a-million experience in at-
tending this concert. Ellsasser
though young in appearance and
age, has a musical understanding
way beyond his yedrs and a unique
interpretation as 'qx .

Ellsasser, ffom the moment he
appeared on stage, had complete
control of his audience. He wrapped
them up with a smile and told
them in so many words why they
& were going to like his selections.

This was done in such a com-
pelling way that the audience
couldn’t resist him, so with this
warmth and humor, the evening
passed rapidly.

P

THE WELL-BALANCED . pro-
gram was a means of showing the
versatility of the organ. Ellsasser
opened his program with three
early compositions. Vivaldi’s “Con-
certo in A minor,” which exercises
the delightful Baroque period, be-

The theme was first vresented
in a straightforward melgdic line,
tnen into a slight sonatina; next
came the relative key development
of the theme.

Ellsasser does not take a back
seat to Mozart in utilizing a run-
ning-bass. He employed this con-
figuration beautifully. Lastly came
the grand fugue treatment. Three-

AND S| E the audience was
s0_appreciative, Ellsasser rewarded
them with a delicate interpretation
of the favorite “Moon River” for
an_encore.

To those of us who were for-
tunate enough to hear him, I'm

sure we'd all like to say welcome
back and soon to Richard Ellsasser.
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DRUMM(]ND alls Brady “the
water boy for the great unwashed” |
add throws the fire and brimstone |
right back at him but in reversed
f@rm. Drummond states hiw opinion |
of the truth: “Truth has meaning |
as a direction. But one of the great
inftellectual tragedies of our time|
isi the grid of morality we have

ed on human behavior: so that
act:of man must be meas-
ured against an arbitrary lnmude
of right and lofigitude of wrong.”
sDrummond gains a degree of
mpect but the Tennessee jury re-
nains loyal to revealed religion |
and after all Cates did break Ten-|
nessee law and so he is not ac-|
qfiitted, but’fined.

ap affliction called faith, he tried

yway. 4
“THE FINAL moving scene of the |
play, shows Drummond alone, pre-|
phring to return whence he came
at the scene of what was a great
disappointment to him vet by no
nieans & measure of his defeat. For
his great defense of the “nght to
think” was indelibly written in the
pages of history.
rThe large cast was headed by
Jhck Hassberger as Drummond. A
longtime favorite of Birmingham
atdiences, he played the lawyer
with sympathy and warm under-
standing.

‘Matthew Harrison Brady was
capably played by Dyke Dielley.
Although consistent, one couldn’t
bblp wishing for a little more
fanatic fire than was provided by
Mr. Dwelley. E. K. Hornbeck was
archly played by Lee Madden who
makes his debut,on the Players’

tage.
yHe showed firm control of char.
abter and was not excessively
hjmmy  delivering his
pleasantries. ¢ -

DICK BAGG, drama and English |

tgacher at Seaholm, played Bert-
ram Cates, the young schoolmaster,
th intensity and zeal. Unfortun-
ly, Mr, Bagg’'s intensity and
stage presence was not balanced by
apswering emotion from others on
stage with him.

‘Mr. Bagg was thoroughly in
character, while one had the feel-
ing that many of the minor char.

rs were standing around wait-

g for thefr turn to speak their

es after Mr. Bagg had finished.

«The production could have stood
another good dress rehearsal, for
ajthough there were moments of
individual intensity and competent
ixmdu.l acting, the show as a

ole was uneven and slow in pace.
Orowd scenes moved leadenly and
Igmbered instead of nfarching.

‘“Qn To Zion” was more a dirge
than & marching hymn. Blackouts
whre not thorough ?d the tension
of the blackout was frequently erip-

by seeing actions prematurely
ove off mge

SCENE CHANGF\ were noisily
estecuted and lighting cues were
mismanaged. This is surprising,
for The Village Players possesses
adfine light board. One hopes these
tichnical matters were straight-
efjed out by the second night and
wpre only opening night jitters.

Of couru/ “Inherit The Wind”

8 lot of yhy to tackle. Being

torical and journalistic in flavor

and tending to heaviness, fast pac-
b- and tight staging is of utmost
ssity in bringing it in on time
the closing triumph of the trial.
'Others  in the cast were Jerri
l‘omn as Melinda, Liz Boyne as
hel. Cates’ girl; Alice Tabor
red Mrs. Krebs, Jim Hodges,
Gondhllo'. Morrie Purdy was
'ryly amusing as Meeker the jail

perverse |

|

|
|
|

OTHERS IN THE cast were
Shiclds  Hodges, Charlie McKaig,
Ned Walter, Ruth Hale Hodges,
Bill Seeback, Dean Swanson, Helen
Smnnmﬂ‘. Dusty Loud, Bob G|lmy
| Denny Kleene; Jack Harned, Terry
| Iverson, Rolfe Spinning, Stu Loud,
and Inez Asper.

Townspeople, jurors, and chil-
dren were played by Jean Deer,
Dot Nielson, Bill McCall, Tom
Tabor, Art Angrist, Jack Gafill,
Eric Holmgren, Bob Oleski, Bil
Morse, Gerry Haynes, John Hall,
| Ben Loud, Pat Greene, Carol Loud
and Russ Dunbar.

Stage Chairman was Jack Car-
michael, Properties by Woody
Henry, Costumes by Margaret
| Remondino. Makeup chairman was

| Dorothy Dwelley and Set Design
‘Drummond knew he could not|
win the case, yet, suffering from|

was by Russell Dunbar. Scenic
chairman was Russell Dunbar and
lights were by Edwin Deer. Pro-
| ducer was George Green, director
was Jean Hall, and assistant di-
rector Dorothy Holt.

S
“INHERIT THE Wind” is a must
if you are interested in sceing his-
tory come to life for an cvening.
There will be two more perform-
ances Friday and Saturday nights
this weekend.
The Village Players, at 752
Chestnut has one of the most
charming and gaily decorated the-
atres in the area and the atmos-
phere is one of friendliness and
sponanceity. Somehow at the Play-
ers the point, is not to pick bones
about a few noisy scene changes
and fumbled lighting cues, but to
appreciate the ambition.
Monkeying with the ‘monkey
trial’ is no slight undertaking and
The Village Players monkied pass-
ing well.

came the vehicle to illustrate
Ellsasser’s brilliant display of
technical facility.

His pedal control was amazing,
for his feet seemed to dance across
the pedals while his fingers were
busily working across the two key-
boards, adjusting the stops with
Mercury-like speed.

Then followed Arne’s “Flute
Solo” and John Bull's foot-stomping
“Rondo in G.”

Two German selections completed
the nm section of Ellsasser’s pro-
. . Mendelssohn and’ J. S.
Buh. Bach's “Toccata in F” was

$ 50

(Cash & Carry)

‘We have Wooden/Louvre Doors
With Combination Screen & Glass

WOODCRAFT COMPANY

Serving Satisfled Customers Since 1923
1184 Grant, $. of Lincoln Ml 4-0424

senge of satisf: that can come | dren re e at BY5S Lake Park busy Classified Supermarket. Dial
through an appreciation of mu\nn e, Birmingham. ~ * Mldwest 4-1100 for fast results.
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Two dramatic glimpses of the interior.

The front of this home is unprepossing and if you drive away without going
inside you will be missing the real house.

This, is quality-built’ Contemporary on two levels with the finest of con-
. A . ’ et

! A CHEAP LOT

....is a bad investment.
* .
Ouerérooé pays dividends.

wx BROOCK

MI 4-6700

*West Long Lake and Lahser Roads

and

3 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, 2 Fireplaces. Family room with Bar and sink. Slate
foyer. Circular Drive. Kitchen with all built-ins. Also washer and dryer
included.

PRICED WELL BELOW OWNER'S INVESTMENT — IMMEDIATE POSSESSION.

& BENNETT
b " .INC.
Realtors
MI 4-7000
259 S. Woodward, Blrmmgham

MA 6-9600
32740 Franklin, Franklin

A ONCE:
and constructed resi

The main is

N-A-UFETIME OPPORTUNITY to purchase a superbly designed
nce complete with a 2700 sq. ft. special purpose
bullding suited for the dunl: car lmhlman M ;:L

white small

ECONOMICAL TO OWNI $11,500.
or spotlul hobbln
with 3

$125,000.

bedroom suites, study, library, ‘and .4 car garugc. With the finest in
equipment, it enjoys a wooded 5 acre site in the heart of Bloomfeld.

. BIRMINGHAM
IMPRESSIVE—Set on an acre plus lot near both public and parochial 845 6. Waodwstn!
schools, this spacious ranch has 3 excellent bedrooms, “quist-hour” MI 6-7900
panelled library with second fireplace, 1% tile baths, and att. 2 car
garage. MOVE RIGHT INI $26,500, OPEN TILL

COZY NEST—In a convenient city location, this gleaming
home is neat as a pin throughout. There
are 3 bright bedrooms, convenient and modern bath,
and a large, cheerful kitchen with eating space.

ALL & YOUNG

- “Twin Offices”

FOUR WEEKS OLD—The present owners had not even completed their
move-in when transferred. In ad n to many custom extras, you'll
enjoy 4 twin size bedrooms, a 13 x 25 foot family room with “gather-
round” fireplace, 2% baths, full basement, and att. 2 car garage.
ENJOYABLE! $34,400.

REALTORS Inc.
| Sh fh
|
BLOOMFIELD “Showcase” features each home listed with Hall &
1114 W. Maple Young in lighted photos and color slides. RESULT—
more effective sales exposure for sellers and easier
MA ¢6-5900 selection for buyers.
9 P.M




