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Mayor Willett Won’t Seek Re-election

B’ham to Get New Fire Chlef‘

By LARRY EVOE
City Editor

Birmingham wm have a new fire
chief as o

Fire Marshal George S. Scott
was appointed by the city commis-
sion Monday night to replace Park
H. Smith who is retiring. |

Although Chief Smith will stay |
on the job until February, the ci y\
administration recommended that|
Scott be appointed immediately so|
that he may work with Smith. |

Both men are natives of Birming- |
ham and are veterans of many |
years of service in the fire depart-
ment. Both joined the department
as firefighters and rose through
the ranks.

SMITH, 62, WAS born on Ches-

Masons Buy
Site in Hills
For Temple

The Birmingham Masonic Temple
Association has purchased 4.6 acres
of property on the southwest cor-
ner of Woodward and Chesterfield
in Bloomfleld Hills s the site of
its new temple.

‘The land was obtained from the
Village Woman's Club. No pur-
chase price was disclosed.

W. Lyle Bones, president of the
Temple Assocation, said he hoped

be

terfield and still lives at 271 Ches-
terfield. He joined the Birmingham
Fire Department on Feb. 10, 1936,
after working for 14 years in the

automotive test and repair field.

He was named master mechanic
by the fire depnzmcnt in 1937 with
the rank of captal

n 1951 he was appomted to the

post of assistant chiel.

When Chief Vernon W. Griffith

S. Scol

retired in 1955, Smith was named
his successor.

Smith is married to the former
Mildred Kemp and has two chil-
dren, Mrs. Charles Shallberg and
Wallace F., both of Bu’mmzhlm

Navy. He rose to rank of lieutenant |

in the Naval Air Force.

He returned to Birmingham in
1945 and was appointed the city’s
first fire marshal in July, 1946.

In 1950 he look a leave from the

He also has four

SCOTT. IS. joined the fire de-
partment on June 18, 1936. He left

the
Service. He returned to anmz~
ham in September, 1952.

|
Scott, of 787 Hazelwood, is mar-|

the department in 1940 to join the ried and has three children.

Fire Chief Park H. Smith (left) and his successor, George
.

Art. Collector
To Address
Town Hall

The fourth speaker of the cur-
rent Town Richard
and Friday at the Birmingham
Theater.

The art collector and author will
discuss “Art as an Investment.”
He will be introduced today by
Marshall Fredericks and on Friday
by Robert A. Thom.

Luncheon at Kingsley Inn will
follow both lectures.

Guests at the speaker’s table
today will be Mr. and Mrs. Fred-
ericks, Mr. and Mrs. John Coppin,
Town Hall president Mrs. O. F.
Pearson and Mrs. Guy D. Hitt.

On Friday, Mr. and Mrs. Thom,

Mr. and Mrs. Edward E. Rothman, |

Mrs. Donald W. Hunter and Mrs.
Pearson will be seated at the

speaker’s table with Rush.

COMMISSIONERS DECIDE

plans for the temple would
ready by Feb. 15. No date has been
st for ground-breaking.

ey

BONES SAID the Austin Co., a
national engineering firm, is re-
vising plans it had prepared if the
temple were to be built on' the
present site at Woodward and
Forest in Birmingham.

At the present time the Masonic
Lodge, Royal Arch and Eastern
Star chapters are housed in the old
Peabody home. It has been used as
a temple since March, 1923.

The Masons had first planned to
build a $250,000 temple on the old
site but later decided to seek an-
other spot.

The growth. of membership to
over 600 has created a need for
more facilities, Bones said. The
lodge serves an area bounded hy
Long Lake, Crooks, 13 Mile and
Inkster roads.

Township OK’s
Water Contract

BLOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP —!
Signing of a final contract to
bring Detroit water to the Iu\\'u—‘
<hip became u mere formality with |
anpmvm by the township board
of the contract agreement Monday
night.

The board authorized Supervisor
Arno Hulet to proceed with the
signing.

The contract stipulates that De-
tiuit will bring water as far as
Adams and Square Lake roads and
such other points in the future as
may be mutually agreed upon.

Maintenance of master meters, to
be installed at township expense,
is a township responsibility. If
meters fail temporarily the town-
ship agrees to accept the Detroit
Water Board’s estimate of the
amount of water delivered by De-
tioit during the period

Comments from...

CLASSIFIED

Sold First
Morning

3 HAMSTER CAGES WITH WHEELS
and other vupplies. For Hamater breed-
ing. 34.50.

his advertiser received fast re-
sponse to her ad because the want- |
ads are read weekly by hundreds of
people who are searching for good |
buys. Try one svon . . .

Clsid s

CALL MIDWEST 41100 |

‘No Need for Shelter Plans

Birmingham city commissioners

Saefke said these

water

decided Monday  night that there included:

eed to have the adminis-

All policemen and -personnel of

tmwn prrp-re plans for four city |the depmmeuc of Public Works
fallout shelters. and Parks and Forestry have been
The administrators had asked for | instructed in radiological monitor-
guidance as to whether they should |ing procedures.
proceed toward a goal of providing|  The DPW yard and police station
fallout  shelters have been established as daily
emergency forces. monitoring stations, in addition to
City Manager L. R. Gare esti-|the stations at each of the fire
mated that each of the four shel-|houses

for the city’s

crs would cost in the neighborhood
of $6,200. |

COMMISSIONER Robert W.
Page said that he felt the shelters |
would be a good idea because it|
would “‘permit city departments to|
operate” in the event of a dis-
aster,

(ommmmn.-r Carl F.

Ingrahar |
aid to look into
mL possibility of building the shel-

“We

have had many tornados
without building shelters,” Ingra-

ham  said.
can see no great need for

gainst nuclear attack,”

protection
said.

\hyor Pro Tem William H. Bur-
sum, who was sitting in for Mayor
Florence H. Willett, said that the
administration report was well pre-
sented but he could see “no dis-
position to proceed with plans ta
construct the shelters.”

TEN report to the
Gare and Administra-
L\\'p Aide John F. Saefke listed
tecent developments in Birming-
ham’s cvil defense program.

IN A WRI
ccmmission,

B’ham Favors
Paving Coolidge

Birmingham city commissioners
Monday night wuthorized the wd-
ministration to enter into an a
ment with Troy and Royal Oak on
the paving of Coolidge Road.

City Manager L. R. Gare said
that Rirmingham'’s share of the
project is estimated at approxi-
mately Gare said that he
understands both Troy and_ Royal
expect to include the project  in
their 1963 paving programs.

Final studies to complete

Delay Appeal
\On Zoning
For Motel

BLOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP —
An appeal to Bloomfield Township
Bourd for rezoning of Woodward
Avenue frontage between Big
Reaver and Manor roads to allow
erection of a restaurant and motel
has heen delayed by owners of the
property.

Before the township board meet-
ing Monday night, John Gilray, at-
torney for the property owner,
requested that the appeal’ be re-
moved from the board's agenda.

ing of
production and distribution are un-
der way.
The establishment of the emer-
gency engineering services organi-
zation has become a reality.

The establishment of an emer-
gency operations center in the base-
ment of the municipal building is
progressing rapidly. Complete sets
of engineering data are stored in
the operations center. Operating
functions, with priorities, are being
established. Individual responsibil-|
ities are being assigne

Ldentification and marking of
public fallout shelter areas in exist- |

ing buildings has been completed |

with the stocking of them to come
soon.

The public schools and some of
the parochial schools in the Bir-
mingham School District have been
visited; drill procedures and shelter
areas were viewed and emergency

plans were discussed with the prin- |

cipa
The first courses of public
struction in medieal emergency

training and emergency welfare |
have been completed and additional |

courses are to begin soon.

Saefke noted that the govern-
ment has two broad responsibilities
in connection with disaster pre-
paredness: (1) to prepare itself
and (2) to assist mdlvldu,lls to
prepare.

occasioned in order to plan changes
in the development of the property
to meet objections made by the
township planning commission
THE PLANNING commission
voted unanimously in December to
recommend to the township board
that the zoning request be denied.
The property is prosently zoned for

| office and would have to be changed

to & general business classification
to allow its development with &
motel and restaurant.

In denying rezoning, the plan-
ning commission charged that the
- plan was “greedy.” Members stated
that too much was being planned

.| for too little property.

“We are definitely going forward
with the project,” Gilray said. “We
will ask for it to be placed on the
agenda us soon as a shift of plans
is accomplished.”

He declined to state what
changes are being contemplated.
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Third in a Series

By IRMA N. DAVIS
Township Editor

The Baldwin Public Library has
come a long way since the “Ladies
Library Association” was started
in 1868 by Martha Baldwin.

In 1874, the association was or-
ganized under state law; in 1907,
the library was deeded to the vil-
lage of Birmingham and it was
given its present name in 1913. In
1927, the present building was|
erected and remodeling was ac-
complished in 1960.

The library's present situation is
reported by Frederick Wezeman,
associate professor of library
science at the University of Minne-
sota. An extensive survey prepared |

by him was received recently by|

library officials.

THE POPULATION served by
Baldwin includes not only Birming-
ham's 25,630 residents (1960 cen-
sus) but an additional number from
the surrounding area, bringing the
total closer to 61,481 persons.

Thus, residents of Beverly Hil

Bingham Farms, Bloomfleld Hills,
Bloomfield Township and.Franklin
are concerned and involved in the|—
local library problem.

In & comparison with libraries of

*| affecting the future of the city.

in-|

Use by Nonresidents
Main Library Problem

s,| cause of the nonresident use.

Burgurﬁ Eyes
Development
Of Downtown CBDD Plan

“Either you or you| «The Central Business District
slide backwards. Cities don't stand | | Development Plan is probably the
still.” most important thing we've had to
Birmingham City Commissioner | face in a long time.

William H. Burgum, seeking re-| ] want to be in on it—either
election in the April 1 city election, | yoy're interested in it or you're not.
wants to participate in decisions|* Commissioner William E. Rob-
| erts said he had ot intended to
“I feel that the city commission| rup for election again; but his in-
|in coming years are going to bel terest in and concern for the CBDD
faced rwith some big problems in-| has led him to seek re-election in
sofar as implementation and devel-| April,

opment of the central business
trict plan and putting into effect a
comprehensive plan for the city-at-
large are concerned.”

WILLIAM E. ROBERTS

Roberts See
Importance in

HE ALSO spoke of fortheoming
plans for expansion of the Com-
munity House—and his interest in
“ticing that in properly, working in
cooperation with Community House
offi mlx in assisting with théir
plan:

ONE BIG problem, Burgum
pointed out, will involve the financ-
ing of improvements in the down-
town area and the master plan.

“We've plateaued a little bit.
Now, are we going to spend a little
and augment what we've got? Or
are we going o keep the status quo
and let business development by-
pass the city ?”

Burgum said the city

Roberts feels that “Birmingham
has reached a point in its history
where there are some real impor-
tant decisions to be made.”

Residents and merchants acn
| erally have the same goal in min
| he believes. They dum- only in
the means to the end
“I think I can help with the fin
undcrnu.mlmg of n"

“is very

fortunate that Birmingham was
foresighted enough to plan what |
(municipal,

off-street) parking we

WHEN IT comes to municipal
parking lots, Birmingham can
“look back with pride” in compar-

| ot
ed business activity

stmas was partially
due to off-street parking.
“The thing we can't do is say

He spoke of “the foresight of

|we've got it made now. We're| the commission in putting a purk-

going to have a population devel-| ing lot behind the old Eccentric

opment.” building (on Woodward where
PRI Demery's now stands).

HE SPOKE of growth “to the| Roberts said that in the past nine

wm and the north” of Birming- | ¥ears “it hus been a real pleasure

to serve with the people we've had

"The Twelve Town Drain is in.| o7 the commission.

They will come across here with a| “I've wlways enjoyed it.”

sewer on Maple. Once they get the| o 0 *

| sewer and water in Troy. the north|  SAYING THAT he has been
id east end (from Birmingham,  “Personally disappointed in the

! that is) will develop. past that too few people have been

“Then why not have Birming-| intercsted in running for the com-
ham us the shopping center for|Mission.” Roberts felt that citizen
this area? {interest “at this time is s high ay
| "“We're the shopping district for 1 can ever remember it.

55,000 now; why not be able to puk\ nd the discount sign on lhc
up this group lhal.s going to come! corner has been a major factor in
dut here in Troy | awakening citizen interest in pres-|

|ervation of the character of our

BURGUM SPOKE of plans that| community.”

(See BURGUM, 5-4) (See ROBERT:

|10 similar communities across the|
| country for 1961, Baldwin ranks
| fourth in number of volumes in its|
library. Based on Birmingham pop- |
ulation only, this breaks down to|
|2.70 volumes per capita—consider-
ably less if the total nonresident
use is considered.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT must be |
considered in the same light when|
it is noted that Baldwin ranks
[ third among the 10 commaunities in|
| amount of financial support per |
capita. Here again, a $5.56 figure|
is somewhat higher than it would |
be if total nonresident users are
counted. |

Actual per capita cost is close
| to $3 which can only provide mini

Top Torcher
Is Local Man

| mum service, according to Ame; Edward N. Cole. 1371 Kirk-
an Library Association standards,| way Hills. has been
| Wezeman says | appointed general chairman. of
Circulation statistics are subject| the 1963 Torch Drive. He will

to the same factor. Per volume|
circulation at Baldwin is figured at|
5.07 in the comparative charts and
circulation per capita at 13.75, Cir-
culation actually is much greater
than these figures represent be- |

lead a voluntecr force of 125,000
in obtaining funds for the 1964
budgets of 195 health and com-
munity services, according to
Donald F. Valley, president of
the United Foundation. The drive
will take place Oct. 15 through
Nov. 7. Cole is group vice presi-
(8ce PROBLEM, 4-4) | dentat General Motors, president
— of the Detroit Area (nun;ﬂ of

Al maboe ol wring Boy Scouts and a director of sev-
WMM“"“ RovAL AT | (1 ther Torch Drive agencies.

Wezeman concludes, then, that

ison to other communities, he said. |

‘Burgum, Roberts
Want in Again

By KENNETH R. WEAVER
Managing Editor

| See editorial, 1-B

Birmingham Mayor Florence H. Willett, whose term
4s city commissioner expires in April, has decided
against seeking re-election.

Mrs. Willett, the first woman to become mayor of
Birmingham, told The Eccentric this week that she feels
“the need of a sabbatical” from city government.

While she was telling of her decision not to run, two
other commissioners—William H. Burgum and William
E. Roberts—said they will seek re-election. They have
not yet filed nominating petitions, however.

The three seats, all for three-y
will be open in the April 1 city election,

Mrs. Willett, Burgum and
Roberts all singled out de-
velopment of the central
business district as a main
area of concern in the fu-
ture.

terms,

MRS. WILLETT, a com-
missioner since 1955, em-
phasized that she is ‘“not
through with politics.”

Her decision, she
stressed, does not mean
“that I haven’t liked pol-
itics.”

“I feel a need to get back
into — I would like to get
back into — the community
and look at it objectively
without the responsibility of
making decisions,

“My not running again
does not mean in any sense
that I have lost interest i
Birmingham. There is a lot of work to be done. I'm hop-
ing that I can continue to serve the community where
it will help.”

THE MAYOR called attention to the Feb. 14 meeting
between the city commission and the boards of nine civic
organizations to discuss the proposed Central Business
District Development Plan.

She said she hopes her decision not to seek re-election
won’t be interpreted as “rynning ou

Rather, she hopes that she can “help brmg about com-
munity improvements” such as the CBDI

“Freshly out of government, I would hope that I could
serve the community in communicating the needs to the
citizenry.”

Thus, she could be “as busy doing that” as she is now
in her role as mayor and commissioner.

“You love your work and you feel you grow by learn-
ing and you want to learn even more,” the mayor, phil-
osophized. “I don’t want to stop learning.

“Why pass up the opportunity to learn something?”"

MAYOR WILLETT

WHAT ABOUT state or national politics? Has she
had any thoughts along these lines?

“I have no ambition politically in that respect. If
an opportunity comes along, I will meet it at that time.

“I never dreamt that the doors would open to me that
| (See WILLETT, 2-A)

* * * * * *

<« Here’s How YOU
Can Be Candidate

‘ By LARRY EVOE
| City Editor

or more candidates are to be elect-

r the same office. A person
may sign as many petitions as
there are persons to be elected to
a specific office.

The clerk’s office advises persons
taking out a nominating petition to
get more than the minimum 25

jgnatures because many people

city commissioner?
the announcement this
| week by Mayor Florence H. Willett
| that she ‘will not be a candidate
| for re-election, there will be at
least one new commissioner elzcwd that sign forget that although they
April 1. hhve a Birmingham mailing ad-
How do you become a candidate? | dress they are often registered
What do you have to do to enter|voters of such places as Beverly
| the local race? . Hills or Bloomfield Township.
| Here's what to do in Birming-| The deadline for returning the
ham (generally, the same rules and nominating petition is 4 p.m. on
| procedures are practiced in the area Feb, 18. K
| communities). |

|
Py

city clerk at the municipal
building.

Candidates for any elective office
to be filled in any election muat

‘ So you want to be a Birmingham

AFTER THE clerk has examined
the petitions and has certified that
ull the signatures are proper, the
candidate is notified that he has

een nominated.

If all the signatures are not
legal, the clerk informs the candi-
date that additional names are
needed. If there is enough time
before the filing deadline, the can-
didate many resubmit the petition.

Nominated candidates must file
an acceptance of their nomination.

The clerk then places the name
of the nominated candidate on the

llot.

before their names can be prmted
on the election ballot.

The person to be put in nomina-
tion must have been a Birmingham
resident for at least two years.

Before it can be returned to the
clerk's office, the nominating peti-
tion must have the signatures of
at least 25 but not more than 50
registered voters in the city of
Birmingham.

The petition must contain no
mark or designation showing the

IN BIRMINGHAM if a person’s
name is not placed on the ballot he
may become a write-in candidate.

Any person who has not had his
name placed on the ballon through

B e ay O the Person bl 3 nominating petition may be a

"This is accomplished by writing
IT IS unlawful for any person|the person’s name in the blank
to sign more than one petition for | space on the election machine on
the same office, except Where two | the day of the election.




