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Summarizing Airport Issue

tric over the past two months
ied seven articles on the pro-
posed new jet airport for Onkland County.
It has attempted to review objectively the
wets of such a project so that the
public can make a valid and unprejudiced
judgment on the project and make its
opinions known to local supervisors.

The articles have covered everything
from location to necessity and have aroused
strong supporters and opponents. The Fe-
centric emphasizes that it is neither pro-
ponent or opponent. It is merely doing,
through its reporting efforts, what the
county should have done before voting to
proceed with initial purchase of land,

many

IN OUR investigation we have found
that the county followed the law and did
only what it had a legal right to do. To
every eriticism it has responded that even
if the airport never materializes, the peo-
plewill not suffer any financial loss, hecause
the property purchased can be resold for
at least what the county paid for it.

The county has justified its position by
stating that its action was prompted by
good forward planning. We find little fault
with this.

The arca in which The Ec
highly critical of the county
pervisors is the swiftness of its actions be-
tween the time they publicly announced the
project and the time they actually voted to
go ahead. This, we feel, violated a funda-
mental principle of government. The public
has a right to know how its money is being
spent and should be allowed sufficient time
to make its objections khown.

centric remains
board of sn-

+ WE ACKNOWLEDGE that an element
of secrecy was needed to hold the price of
the property down, but once it was publich
announced the board should have given the
public more time before voting to go ahead.

Unlike the Birmingham Board of Educa-
tion lu\f;rp the recent millage election, or
~ the Bloomfield Township Board before
changing its zoning ordinance, the county
failed t6 communicate with and interpret
its action to the people.
The area of public relations is not con-
fined to the business arena.

THE SECOND avea of criticism that we
might raise is that the airport was touted
as “the second major jet airport for the
Metropolitan Detroit arca”. The likelihood
of this becoming a major airport is some-

Church Life Is

The idea of carrying religious belief to
the point of sacrifice, even of martydom
if need be, has long heen considered of cen-
traltimportance. In our time, as in centu-
ries past, there are men and women who
make notable sadrifices in the name of their
faith. N :

Many clergymen appear to feel, however,
that the idea—and certainly the practice—
of sacrifice is hecoming less and less popu-
I They see institutional. religion bur-
geoning, but without any corresponding
rie in devotion to the demanding ideals
that undergird faith

One minister recently said, for example:
“Church life is mainly a gratificationy and
seldom a sacrifice.”
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what remote since the airlines have indi-
cated to our reporters that they would be
reluctant to invest in the capital expendi-
tures that wolld be needed to relocate after
only recently moving to the Detroit Metro-
politan Airport. “Metro” Airport is just
finishing a 25 million dollar expansion,
itself.

The airlines are also less than overjoyed
al the prospect of splitting their rvices
among two airports. In the major cities
that have tried this, there has been more
criticism from the public than compli-
ments.

ANOTHER AREA of controversy that
has not been fully explained is the flight
patterns around the proposed airport. Wea-
ther changes flight patterns. If the planes
are routed or “stacked” over the suburban
areas of Birmingham and Bloomfield, an
asset the county might gain in new
dustrial development would not necessarily
offset the loss of property values in the
millions of dollars worth of homes in one
of the finest residential areas in the state.

The last area of controversy that con-

. cerns The Eccentric is nqt criticism of the

county board of supervisors, but of the
laws of the State of Michigan. Under the
present law the county can commit its tax-
payers to a business enterprise which could
cost up to 100 million dollars without con-
sultation or approval from the voters.

IF THE AIRPORT is| constructed and
loses money, the taxpayeps would not only
carry the burden, directly or indirectly, of
part of the original caplital expense, but
also any annual cost to keep it in operation.

We feel we have done our duty by letting
the people know how the airport came
about; the legal question§ surrounding the
preliminary acquisition of|land  its location;
the arguments for or agajnst its necessity;
its cost and how this will be paid; its ad-
vantage in luring new |tax base to the
county; and the reasons|why other areas
were not selected. ~

It is now up to the people to let their
supervisors know if th¢ development of
such an airport is in the best interests of
the county.

If the citizenry does ndt voice an opinion
now, pro or con, the coynjy will invest time
and money on & project|without knowing
whether the public will second guess them
later, at a time when it may be too costly
to stop.

a Gratification

WHAT HE HAD in
many people, perhaps to
churches, the church offers enjoyment and
pleasure—beautiful music, candle light, in-
spirational messages frpm the minister,
happy social intercourse at gatherings in
the dining hall—withogt any obligation
other than that of finangial support.

This is all pleasant, But it is very far.
from the concept of putfing selfish consid-
erations aside and actingout of devotion to
God. )

To do that requires sacrifice, and sacri-
fice is not easy. Yet it is|worfh noting that
persons who follow that exacting course
are often among the happiest we know.
There may be a connection.

mind was that to
majority in most

View...

U.S.A. For the first time it 80 years this once-
common-ment is staging a cqmeback. A very large
buffalo ranch in Wyoming rpeently did some test-
marketing of ‘their product fin the San Fran
a: sold nearly four tons|in two days. “Tastes
as good as good beef” was|the reaction of most
who sampled the stuff at| their dining tables.
(This animal, once counted in millions; almost
disappeared from the western prairies.)

o

U.S. Treasurer Elizabeth Rudel Smith is trying
to get Congress to allow her to print various de-
nominations of paper money in different colors.
She argues that other nations do this; that ident
fieation of various denominations of the bills will
be casicr; and that it will be more difficult to
"Tis said, too, that the
paper to be used for the new currency is stronger
Rut this
refers to its circulation life . . . not

counterfeit this currency.

and tougher, and will last longer . . .
lasting onl.

to its ability to purchase more.

Money business.

Specifically, the money busine
of a man and wife, both 52 years
old, who intend to retire at age 62:
Month

$100

80

Husband's. pensi
Husband's profit sharing plan

70

Total $275

The couple owns two small
| houses, side by side. They live in
one and rent out the other for §60
a month. At the moment they have
$10,000 in savings. Their
| 15,000 before they wre 62.

| wwe NF,VF,I! madn an attempt
| to keep up with the Joneses,” the
wife says, “so we<don’t have their
headaches. We buy a new station
| wagon every three years, and our
furniture is sturdy, late grand-
mother, immediate aunt, early auc-
Ition . . . and paid for.”
| one child, married and
well-established.
| What are the leaks in this cou-
ple's retirement plan?

A COUPLE of 52 planning re-
tirement at 62
of a b2-year-old garden. At 62 the
garden hus different flowers. It is
dliﬁicult for people to understand

But a couple must plan. And age
52 is not too soon for it. So what,
beyond money, should be added to
the roof to prevent the leaks?

HEALTH — The cemetory is
crowded with men and women who
died between ages 52 and 62. A
couple at 52 should go to a doctor,
even before counting the money, to
find what they can do to prolong
their lives into their 60°s and ldng-
er, and what they can do to keep
from being invalids

SEX—AT 62 it is not what it is
at 52. The couple—or more likely
fthe male part of the couple—often
contends with a fading vigor in the
early 50's and tends to associate

Once Ov

house early last week.

« most unlikely hue.

a secluded corner of the basement

three tiny, mewing kittens.
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trees—an unusual habit in a dog.

AT ANY RATE, Mrs.
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FsTaBLISHFD IN 1878

A Free, Responsible and Aggressive Press

Is Democracy’s First Line of Defense

THE GOLDEN YEARS

is sniffing the roses 50

| dollars

The Easter Bunny made an extra trip to our

On Sunday, he brought the traditional chocolate
animals, colored egis and a replici

Twenty-four hours later, he sneaked back into
sighted sort of way mistook a piece of upholstered
porch furniture for another Easter basket.

The animals he left this time were for real—
scorned the gift at

acter, a cat who
gets herself into high places and refuses to come

She dotes on dog food and her friends are as

, off-beat as her diét. One of them even had his
because he climbs=

Tang seemed bent on

"But our household's Miss Eight accepted the
bounty with an open heart. She appointed herself
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A WONDER the kittens lived through it.
Apparently trying to instill a spirit of “to-
ctherness, their mother first carefully deposited
e family on the cold concrete floor and snuggled
up to them.

Then she moved them to new
quarters near the furnace and moved them away
when the blower roared into action. She didn’t
like a site near the pump and finally settled for
an empty dog-food carton—Home Sweet Home.

Big B. took a final census and left for school,
set to hreak the news to Big Sister who was
alveaily hack in her dorm writing a term paper
A frustfated veferinarian, her reaction lived up
to his expoctations but he thinks she broke the
sound barrier. N

a of himself in

and in a near-

and warmer

se of mistaken

. NOW, 10/ DAYS later, the situation has calmed
down.
Miss Eight is back in (150"9\ after spring vaca

disclaiming her
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George R. Averill, Editor Emeritus

statistics to anyone with a telephone.

Big brother, home from college at the count-
down, stood guard and introduced the new resi-
dents to all the small fry visitors. Used to the
speed with which good news travels in a small
community, he was soon aghast at the chain-
‘ reaction of Miss Eight's bulletins.
| Toward nightfall, Mrs. Tang accepted the in-

slawed to the usual trickle.

Mrs. Tang is still making like a mother cat
albeit sticking to her dog- food, but at least thg
kittens aren’t barking.

They haven’t opened their eyes yet, which is
5 well. After all, they're only babies and it
be a hare-raising experience when they find
cat and not a crazy mixed-up

their mama is
Easter Bunny.

Eccentricitieg

By HANK HOGAN

{

Whenever I notice a police officer in my rear vision
mirror, even though I am proceeding in the most lawful
manner, somehow the palms of my hands perspire a little
bit and my knees start to shake just slightly.

Unfortunately, I think, this

a typical America

In Canada a police officer is looked upon as a friend.
Being an officer is a noble profession that people look
up to.

Here in the United States a policeman is looked upon
as an adversary, ready to pounce upon some poor unsus-
pecting lawbreaker.

It is time that we change our attitude and stop breeding
this fear into our children. I the kids got to know our
police officers, they would respect them and our growing
rate of juvenile delinquency would stop. They think it
is smart to try to outwit the police instead of learning to
work with them.

LOOKING AT a police officer objectively, he
ally a courageous, fair-minded and
servant who works day
and sleep in peace.

I have on several occasions spent a night in a Bloom-
field Township police car, and it is an education that every
citizen should share.

When [ first started to ri

S ogener-
underpaid public
and night so that we may work

le with them, there was only
one officer in a car. With « single officer every time a car
is stopped he risks his life. 1f the stopped car is stolen or
the occupants are fleeing from something, they can take
a pot shot at the officer and he has no one to back him up.

A COUPLE OF vears ago, one of the new township of-
ficers had just passed his probationary period and was out
in a car by himself.

He came upon a parked car and pot out to investigate.
On the floor of the back seat were two teen-agers and an
older man. One of the teen-agers hopped into the front
eat and sved off. The officer called for help and the car
was apprehended

It turned out that the teen-agers had kidnapped the
older man and thev admitted later that if they had known
the officer was alone, they would have shot him.

The first night 1 was in a car, we got a call that a resi-

dent heard gunfire in the area uf Lahser and Hickory
srove roads,
When we arrived we found a |m|km! var with five

“coon” hunting in the swamp
hed their car 1 realized

armed men. They had been
hv. While the officer searc
a spot a one-man car was i s a matter of fact, I
w i Jut this is an every night occurrence
for Uu-m At least T was there to radio for help if some-
thing happened.

‘(ll].l])](‘ in issuing lnl\.‘ s
in five who was stopped actually

The rest, however, got a very stern lecture.
(See ECCENTRICITI 1-B)

mm\ml a citation.
The offi-

o Cily Beat

Last vear's Michigan Weck chairman in Birmingham
i uhlv;: job that she was chosen county

he, of conrse, is the.mavor of this fine city—Mrs. G.

Howard Willett] Jr.
Part of the secref

suceess lies

of her

in her abil to select capable leaders.
Take, for instance, Troy Mavor Robert
J. Huber, whom Mrs. Willett chose to

promote the county achicvement and
product of the year contests.
Huber sent letters to 4,000 clubs,

service groups and businesses asking for
nominations for \)u- two county awards.

His (()\I\HI"lHu chose two winners WILLETT
(announced in The Eccentric last week) that should com-
pete favorably on both the regional and state level.

Now consider Mrs. Willett's selection for Birmingham’s
Michigan Week chairman —F. Ward Ouradnik, the man
who directs Community House activities.

()ururlnik has planned several events that should make
this year's celebration Birmingham's most exciting Mich-
igan Week. Among these are a concert by an Air Force
band, a joint service club luncheon, an art exhibit out-
door fashion show <hing_carnival/
In her effort to coordi ies on a county-wide
s and to hvlp other communities plan their own ob-

M \\'|II|~(| nl each Michigan
planned to

date.
In this corner, at least, the firm conviction is that
she is (luin}!{ a terrific joh. .

AND WHILE bouquets are being hdn«hvl out, let's
include Birmingham City Manager L. R. Gare

To put it mildlv, Gare has the patience of Job.

Many a time | have witnessed him holding back his
temper while some unthinking resident made disparaging
remarks. He may count up to 10 first, but he does main-
tain his (nmpo\me

Last week, a ¢ommissioner
letter had been apswered. ( said frankly that he de-
liberately refrained from replying for a few days until he
could do so ¢almby and rationally.

It just h.l})p\‘nml that a copy of the letter in <1|Ie~t|nn
had been sent to this newspaper. Suffice it to sa at
the tenor of the epistle was such that it would quuken
almost anyone to anger.

In his position, Gare must consistently listen to dis-
tortion of facts, misinterpretations, misunderstandings
and- unkind (though usually unintentional) remarks.

For my book, he does it exceptionally well.

ked whether a certain




