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Water Seeps
Into City Gas
Storage Tank

| parable to those for the express-

‘ way.

[ . The site adapts itself very well

| for the purpor at's why it was

selecte
The

higher rlcvnhun of the ai
corner with the constant develop- port site lends itself to a further
ment of new and faster aircraft advantage in providing better take-
and Metropolitan's $25,000,000 ex- off _conditions. ground | A 10,000-ga'lon gasoline storage
pansion plans to accommodate air- would elevate the airport above | tank in the Birmingham DPW yard
lines transferring from Willow  the low flat land of outlying areas |at 851 S. Eton has sprung a leak.
Run by 1964, where fog conditions are more| After discovering water in gas
By that time the $35,000,000 air- hkel) to pose problems, said Swan- | tanks on DPW vehicles, department
port will become a 800000000 fa- | | officials ran test and found ground
cility equipped wi gate posi- “Higher ground, he said, also pro- | water seeping in through the “bad-
tions — meaning WE, hm times | vides better flying conditions such | ly pitted and rusted” bottom of the
as many aireraft will be worked at  as visibility in coming into an mr-‘undergmund tank.
the same time than is possible now. | por PW Supt. T. C. Brien said from
Although onl the initial  Swanson said the trend today is | 250 to 300 gallons of witer per day
property acquisition stage of its to design airports in such & way have been seeping into the tank.
planned 10-year development, the|so as to take advantage of high| Assistant City Manager R. S,
Oakland County Board of Super-|level land, thereby avoiding some | Kenning called city commissioners
visors' proposed airport is intend- of the diffjculties involved in lo- | attention to the problem Monday
ed to supplement Detroit Metro-|cating on low flat ground. The night. The commission authorized
politan as well as to serve South- Oakland site averages about 400 |the department to secure competi-
castern Michiga feet higher elevation than Metro- | tive bids for replacing the tank
e Oal klang ~m=. selected by J.| politan Airport, putting it between | without advertising first.
Rohart F. Swanson, county plan- 1050 and 1060 feet above sea | Brien e\tm\nurd u)s( at $2,000.
ning commission chairman ~and level.
Bloomfield Hills architect and ap-
proved by the planning commission |
d board of supervisors’ special
committee, calls for a
¢ | 3.000-acre tract of land one mile
north of Pontiac in Orion Town-
ship.

THERE IS NO danxer at the
“WE WANT to avoid a lot of site now, Brien said, but unless the
excavating involved in flattening tank was replaced it could become
the land,” he said, “and it is hoped hazardous when ground water re-
that there will be'less dirt to move cedes later in the spring, with the
than there normally would in de- gas then seeping out into the
ln.lepm}: an néxrput” ‘o ground.
nother advantage of the pro-  Bacause th t.
THE SITE, tentatively bordered | posed site. according to SWanson., now. the Ciy soekts sorwmmec el
by the proposed Chrysler Express- is the Chrysler Expressway, which, coon as possible, [hus the reason to
way on the south, Waldon Road on | when completed ~w e next waive the adv ert f bids.
the i north, Josiyn Road on the west| five years, would provide access to " In the mean the. City will
and M-24 (Lapeer Road) on the | the airport. .. | purchase gas from a bulk oil plant
east, represents only the minimum major jet airport, he said, hear the P
acreage required for a major air-| must be located near a superhigh- " Brien said the tank i
ay to provide good travelin, old A\em;:c life of such tanke,
said, is 15 years.
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ith the Allens facllity serving | veloping the proposed airport is
as the nucleus of the proposed air- | the Detroit Edison Co.'s existing i
port, the 3,000-acre site would ex-|and planned 120,000-volt transmis- fled
tend ahout 212 miles in each | sion lines located within the western ment fled in
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