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Chamber: Vital Community Force

Birmingham Chamber of Commerce has
embarked upon an ambitions  expansion
program.

The chamber secks to enroll 100 more
member firms and to increase its annual

budp through member dues, to $22,500

from its present $11.200

What is the chamber of commerce? What
does it do? Why does it want more mem-
and more

ber money ?

The Birmingham Chamber of Commerce
residents, business-
attempting to
and

is an organization «
men and professional men
coordinate and integrate their talents
resources to help make their communit.
better place in which to live. And, by
doing, the opportunities for their increased
business prosperity are also enhanced.
They seek to do this not just for them-
selves but for all of the people of the com-
ity. Their interests and dedication
end the dollar image.

S0

TO PUT IT another way, the chambes

the business community at work as

the
central agency for community development

industry, the professions and
all civie doing jobs that no in-
dividual ean do alone; rendering many serv-
ives that benefit all citizens.

The chamber’s programs—such as the
Central Business District Development
plan and the chamber's recommendations
for parking facilities, derived through
studies by its off-street parking committee
—are dedicated to the improvement of
local living standards.

for business,

interes!

They are designed to improve the eco-

nomic condition of all our residents.

INITIATION AND support of projects
in the public interest comprise the cham-
ber's primary function. With its vigorous
programs, the chamber epitomizes the free

A Genuine Road to Friendship

How many true friends have vou bought ?
This is a rather startling question, but our
nation with its foreign aid program is try-
ingr to do just this. With money and other
ng to buy friends.

material aid we are try

The effectiveness of the program can be
questioned in light of daily headlines which
pronounce that former friends were out-
bought by those who do not share the same
political philosophy as we. After all, if we
can buy friends by bidding high, we can
also lose friends in the same auction.

ON THE OTHER hand,
earn are usually lasting.
ot half as publicized and at much less

rams  where we can ear
ends and learn from the experience our
selves, Such  programs the recert
exchange of educators that brought Indo-
nesia’s - Achmad  Moechidi - Almatsier to
Birmingham to observe our educational
system, and the work of Dale Brubaker and
Ralph Charbeneau, of our \, for Project
Hope.

Almatsic
serve Amel

friendships we

as

Wl the opportunity to ob-
a as it really is. Birmingham
had the opportunity to learn about a
nation striving to improve its educational

system by finding out how other nations
do it.
The respected educator will probably be

an important ally in years to come because

From The Eccentric's Point of View...

If Michigan does get an income tax in the near
future, be uniform in rate. 1f the
criad (as in the federal system)
is used—and bet that labor leaders
for this—the t for further deterioration
in Michigan's economy. The best way to gain
citizen control of the tax-take is to make

BODY pay income taxes at the same
when the

politi

maximum number of voters will holler
wide. d and universal
rnment
is proved, re
do to res
coverning

And such wholesale,

minimized. P
1 more

liticians, it
than they
art o

o votes

<om,

nity in the

publican
t doesn't
respeets,

want a

look like Santa Clause in too wany

enterprise system and the American idea
of progress and growth.

Through their organized efforts, mem-
bers of the chamber achieve many benefits,
both direct and indirect. They come through
incrensed community payrolls and total
buying power; attraction of more custom-
ers from the local trade area; help in solv-
ing city zoning and parking problems.

In many instances, the chamber works
to build public sentiment on civic problems
in the community’s interest and works
with other organizations and public
als toward that end.

THROUGH ITS committees,
ber helps to:

Stimulate new business.

Plan and implement community improve-
ment projects.

Promote the retail trade.

Improve the quality of merchandise.

Regulate selling methods, to avoid un-
ethical practices.

WE HAD AN example just last week of
the chamber’s efforts to promote the local
retail trade. Its Retail Merchants Division,
with the cooperation of The Eccentric,
sponsored Birmingham Bonus Days

This three-day sale offered h quali
merchandise at exceptionally attractive
prices. Merchants thus benefited through
volume “sales, and shoppers benefited
through quality goods at low cost.

With more members to serve on com-
mittees, with money to work with, the
chamber can increase its vigorous, pro-
gressive programs. It can thus become
even more of a vital force in the develop-
ment of our high class community.

We wish the chamber success in its
membership drive and expansion program
—because we believe the community stands
to benefit the most in the long run.

the cham-

we have tried to help him.

BRUBAKER AND CHARBENEAU
were aboard hospital ship S.8. Hope (which
stands for Health Opportunities for People
Everywhere). Brubaker filmed the event
for other Americans to witness and Char-
beneau’s “ham” radio station was used to
beam reports all over the world.

3. Hope, as you all know, was the for-
Constellation which was outfitted
as a hospital ship and sent to less fortunate
countries to help local doctors catch up on
the most modern methods of medicine.

THE FOREIGN doctors who participated
and the people in far-off lands who were
cured by this work will never forget us.
Yet it was and is entirely supported by
voluntary contributions, not tax dollars.

There are many other projects such as
these that are making friends for us. Proj-
ects that we hut ourselves into, not just our
money, that show we are interested in other
peoples’ welfare. Projects that show the
type of people we are, that don't create the
image that we only give money so that we
can later force our ideas upon the people
aceepting it.

The friends we thus make are not apt to

leave us when some other nation offers
more money for a dam or for military
weapons.

there
unanimity in

Unless more  non-partisanship, more
ng upon the various sections
of the proposed document, it may be that the
not approve it, come next November.

Ah, Statesmanship, Quo Vadis?

Here's a governmental fact overlooked by most
people: Birmingham's supervisors are appointed
by our city commission, TO REPRESENT BIR-
CITIZENS ON THE OAKLAND
COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS! This
Board has lots of power, including the right to
levy taxes—which they do. But while the super-

visors naturally are concerned - with county-at-
lurge problems, improvements, ete et they
should not forget that they are Birmingham's

too.

atives,

& Ma'am, a lotta US. people are
he support of George Romney, recently
Republican candidate for  Michigan
governor. “Ramble an in and join a new model”,
is the cry being heard near and far . . . and
often from Washington, D. C., too.

S Ny *
‘We certainly overshadow him!

PDOPLF S COLUMN

A Mayor Takes Stand
On City Income Tax

To the Editor:

I was very hopeful that the writ-
ing of a new State Constitution
would be responsive to many need-
ed improvements, such as stream-
lining state government (reducing
departments nnd gencies from
120 to 20), recognizin; need
for county home rule and the con-
cept of metropolitan area govern-
ment and, finally, fiscal reform to

better rnpe with the fiscal needs

of the
As the (‘onstltutmnnl Gonvention
enters its final r de-
e vt pmpom]s.
many people have been greatly
disillusioned in that many needed
revisions will
cept for the fact that the new Con-
stitution will do away with various
tax rate limitations and will open
the door to many
taxation—city,
income taxes.
If this is the case, we will soon
be pursuing a policy of blank
check government spending at all
levels. Do _the citizens of Michi

county and state

? No—I believe they are strong-
1y opposcel to these mew Torma of
taxation.

o establ
Washington, D
cont of 5550000 o Vear,

Personally. 1 urn getting

at the initia Al

To_the Editor:
editorial  “Citizen Level
ip"” of Feb. 15 in which
“lemey certainly s
ally indoctrinated or
politically trained  candidate” s
noted with some amusement.

Mr. Romney was an administra-
tive aide to the late David I.

., Democratic senator from

Massachusetts, for many years an
old pro on the national scene. A
senator does not choose an aide
because he is a starry-eyed inno-
cent, but more for his lalents to
contribute to his offi

Anyone who has lived in Wash-
ington and worked on Capitol Hill
can hardly escape the = political
facts of life, unless he is an obtuse
individual

CERTAINLY, MR. Romney’s
use of the constitutional conven-

not be realized ex-|

new forms of

crea

Questions Statement
In Romney Editorial

ingly disturbed by politicians
screaming for the need of more and
more money to make ends meet,
while at the same time they are
scheming up new ways to spend
and seek more revenues.

Who is kidding whom?

I and_thousands of other Mmm-
gan citizens are stil ng to
Rear ‘from the ane political leader
of either major party or the City
of Detroit on how he might reduce
the cost of government in any way,
shape or manner.

Why duesnt Delnllt try to help
suggest the

1 Let the citizens of Detroit re-
consider a ballot proposal to re-
duce the present police and fire-
men's pension fund require-
ments. The amount already ac-
cumulated is not only excessive,
but constantly growing far
yond what is actually required
for this purpose.

Mayor Cavanagh might set up
a study committee to review
ways to streamline the cost of
city government instead of add-
ing new offices and increasing
aries of hu staff.

ding prograi

ture be fully Ju»tvﬁe(l und
nlms the council have the courage
to tax their own electorate for
(See MAYOR, Page 7-B)

tion us the launching platform for

his candiducy is an adroit political

maneuver such as this state has

not seen in a long time.

This is a politically untrained

candidate ?

may be likened to Snow White.
MARILYN COCHRAN |
Birmingham

EDITOR'S NOTE: To date
Mr. Romney has not made poli-
tics his career. Rather, his ca-
reer has been in the automotive

field. With his candidacy for
governor, he nm) now be em-
barking on eer in politic:

ca
With this in nund we still b
lieve Mr. Romney is not at this
time a politically indoctrinated
or politically trained candidate.
(ll(llKF OPLE'S Fﬂl,UMV

LETTERS,

the x|

If so, then Machiavelli sam

[
|
i

Happenings
f Long Ago

Bits of News Gieaned From |
0ld Files OF The Eceentric |
|

50 YEARS AGO
March 1, 1912

The third term question and
Roomevelts - ( Theodoe)  position
will be thrashed out in a vigorous
debate between the freshman and
sophomore _ classes next
meeting of the Literary Society
March 5. There will be recitations
and the class paper, basides music.

The Knights of Pythias gave a
dancing party last Thursday eve-
ning in the Johston-Shaw Hall.
Francis Shattuck won a prize of
$5 as

Suburban
Sidelights

By
HANK
HOGAN

Well, here it is the first of March. A slow month that
has nothing to say for itself but cold winds, a little snow
and probably the runoff of a lot of water left by melted
snow. If you are going south, the time has come (apologies
to the tourist bureau).

Before you leave, however, I would like to liven up the
month with a campaign. It can’t be much of a campaign
unless we get grass-roots support. I checked with the
treasurer and found that we have no funds for brass
bands or huge posters.

THE REASON for the campaign is simply this. I
overheard a discussion the other night between a native
of our fair town (this means he has lived here over five
years), a newcomer and a resident of that other com-
munity on the east side of Detroit.

Both the newcomer and the Eastsider said that our
town was unfriendly to outsiders. This disturbed the
native because a majority of Birminghamites were out-
siders a very short time ag

Hgnce the idea for my campaign. How can we show the
outside world that we are not cold?

The first way, of course, is to see if we are cold. To find
the answer to this we must ask ourselves if we are willing

say hello to complete strangers with a smile on our face.

Tn find this out T request each and everyone of vou to
start saying “Hi!” to everyone you pass on the street.
This is the real t

If everyone said “Hi!" to everyone else, no one could
dispute that we were the friendliest community around.

TO FURTHER SHOW our friendliness we should all
wave as we « the Lone Ranger (the police officer on
the silver three- whee]ed horse, whose main responsibility
is to see that no one steals anv parking meters).

T will check Maple Ave. on Friday and Saturday. If the
community is doing the two things I have suggested, 1
will have buttons made, similar to the “Ramble with
Romney” button ass them out to citizens I observe
being friendly. 1Thv cost of the buttons will come from
my pocket if the treasury is still bare.)

I;N'w proposed buttons will be appropriately inseribed

IF MY CAMPAIGN works, we need not fear any
further comment from outsiders.

If, however, the local citizens fail to support my cam-
paign, we will have to admit that we are what they say
we are.

If the latter is #le, then you have waited too long to
move south.

-umh. W asnington Other pnm

a center table decoration,
luundry work, prize ham, a year’s
paid insurance policy and a hand-
Puinted dish

Wednesday ‘many of our roads
were opened up and cleaned away
of snow drifts by energetic farm-
ers shoveling themselves out and
getting connected with the outside
world. On the east re 25 men
anuvd with beet forks worked all
e afternoon.

30 YEARS AGO
March 3, 1932
Having collected only $17.420.35
during the entire month of Fel
ruary, Bloomfield Township s

. Only S»I 1’7 151 49 has been
collected to date out of & total roll

of $1,30:
Margaret Plumstead,
treasurer.

3,545.55, according to Mrs.
township

Litigation over the condemna-|
tion of property for the new Grand
Trunk right-of-way from Bloom-
field Hills to Normandy Ron d in|

1 Oak came to the end of its |
T monthsord e Monday. Begun
on July 5. Lo, it is believed to |
be the lon le law suit ever
tried (in’ Oailand. County.
i PP
| Women aren’t the only ones who
|are chary of letting their ages be
 known. Some men are guilty of the,
reticence, according to Town-
|“hip Clerk James V. Bayley, who |
says several males, in registering
| for elections this xprlnw, h e put
)duwn their ages as “21 plu
| 15_YEARS AGO
Feb. 27, 1947
| Mrs. Carol Darling, for the past
‘«u years girls’ counselor at Bald-

win High Qchool this week was
amed rof high school club
\acuvmp- in ;. move to substitute
| school-approved clubs for fraterni-
‘ne« and sororities, Ross A. Wag-
| ner, Baldwin principal, announced
| Tuésday. Mrs. Darling will be
(See HAPPENINGS, 7-B)

Talk of the Towns

Things are cooking politically in the villages in

the Birmingham area.

Four of them—Beverly Hills, Franklin, Bing-

into it.”

ham Farms and Wood Creek Farms—will hold

elections on March 12.

dates have filed for the races.

A total of 22 council posts
are open and almost double that number of candi-

volved in.

In past years, it has been a common thing to

have just the number of people filing for offices

as there were posts open.

Shoo-in elections are far from exciting and,
demacratically speaking, far from our na
goal of “the best man for the job."

It's easy for candidates who are running unop-
posed but it’s hardly healthy for such an apathetic

state to exist.

Lauds to those who have decided to become ac-
age governments.
of registered voters” and
ate equa

tive in their
the “total num|
number voting” columns in
on the part of voters.

One of the most locally appropriate philosophi-

The results of

on's .
accidents,

Here's haping
otal

concern

Mag:

cal utterings heard recently:
What you get out of it, depends on what you put

Last summer, this reporter pointed out the glue
sniffing fad that many local youngsters are in-

Police departments were having a time with
young people who turned to it for a cheap drunk

forms of disturbing the

Since the time this column was devoted to the
topic, other communities have noticed unhappy
results from the same situation.
in particular have seen a definite increase in ilue
sniffing and the problems it brings.

A Birmingham reader brought attention last
week to an article in the Feb.
e. Titled “The New Kick
information on a topic that ixn't “next door.”
We've got it here.

By
DENI
SCANLON

-

“Life is like a sewer.

“sniffing” caused everything from

peace to serious auto

West Coast cities

16 issue of Time

it adds me

By
KEN
WEAVER

City Beat

TP

What President Truman did to Gen. McArthur and
what President Kennedy is doing to Gary Francis Powers
affects people in Birmingham and Bloomfield, the same
as it affects all Americans.

Truman called MacArthur home from Korea because
of the general’s outspoken cr ns of Truman's admin-
istration’s policies and for oxpruxmg his own views,
which differed from those of the administration.

Kennedy’s administration has kept U-2 pilot Powers
incommunicado from the American press until the gov-
ernment ends its interrogation.

1T SEEMS TO me that both of these cases involve vio-
Jation of the concept of free speech in this country.

1 do not hold with the view that because they are mili-
tary men they cannot speak out against policies of the
government.

They are still American citizens. The right of free
speech is guaranteed to all Americans by the constitu-
tion. That document does not say the right is reserved
for civilians only

It stipulates that the military establishments will be
subject to ilian control—but it does not say civilians
can deny military men the right to speak their minds.

IN THE CASE of Gen. MacArthur, I believe he was in
a position of such great magnitude that his views on
fighting the Korean War and battling the communists in
East Asia were of the utmost importance and interest to
the American people.

Further, 1 believe the people back home had the right
to hear his vie whether or not they conflicted with
those of his superiors.

We Americans have great faith and trust in our gov-
ernment, but we have never put our entire faith and
trust in it alone.

Our very system of government is replete with checks
and balances designed to prevent the government, or any
agent of it, to deprive us of our rights.

IN THE CASE of Powers, assuming that he was in-
nocent of any wrong-doing, I believe he had the right to
express his views on his flight over Rus his eventual
capture and imprisonment as soon as he reached the
safety of the free world.

And, conversely, the American people had a right to
hear those view

I believe Powers should feel free to speak his mind
without fear of punishment or reprisal.

And [ certainly would want to hear what he has to say
in his own words without any governmental coloring.

1 would not want any American influenced by the gov-
ernment to speak other than his own views and to voice
other than the facts as he believed them to be.

'HAT TYPE of governmental influence would be para-
mount to the same tactic: in communist countries.
Once started, becomes very difficult to suppress and
leads to other governmental sins against the rights of
the people.

Our type of freedom, as spelled out in our constitution,
is 8o strong that we should never relinquish any part of
it other than for a temporary period during wartime,

It takes the vigilance and perseverance of all Ameri-
cans, including those of us in Birmingham and Bloomfield,
o assure that the government does not chip away at this
freedom out of a need for expediency.,




