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Let's Support Tax Vigilance Group

With the gathering in Birmingham Sat-

urday morning of the Vigilance T:

ax Com-

mittee, our area is now waist deep in the
controversy of whether the City of De-
troit can tax non-residents.

Shortly after his election as mayor of

Detroit, Jerome P. Cavanagh told his
ple that the answer to Detroit's financial
woes was an income tax.

To sweeten the hlow to the voters, he
proposed that such a tax he extended to
include non-residents working in the City
of Detroit.

peo-

W

TO HEAD him off at the pass, a state
legislator med John Bowman from M
comb County intrduced in the legislature,
a bill, which if puss would  prohibit
municipalities  from income
tax against non-residents.

The bill passed both Hou and was
placed on the governor's desk. In the mean-
time, the Detroit Common Council enacted
the tux as proposed by the new mayor.

The last hope of the residents of subur-
bia, who supports his home community,
from not having to support Detroit as well,
rested with the governor.

ed,

sing an

THE GOVERNOR apparently
the votes in the Big City and then in the
suburbs and vetoed the non-resident pro-
hibition.

counted

This left the tax in force and ready to
be collected July 1.

In the meantime, the mayors of the
suburban communities got together and
formed what is known as the Vigilance
Tax Committee. Its’ purpose w in one
way or another, to stop the
their citizens by the City of Detroit.

The only recourse left to this group now
is to go to court to see if under the Consti-
tution a city has the power to tax non-

residents.

although probably

OUR? AREA. more
affected by the tax because of the large
number of residents who work in Detroit
than most others, passed resolutions op-

posingr the tax but took little leadership
effort. Finally. the Birmingham City Com-
mission last week voted to contribute to
the Vieilunce Committee’s cause. Bloom-
field, West Bloomfield and Southfield towns
<hips and Bloomfield Hills also chipped in.

The committee, apparently to show its
appreciation, scheduled its weekly meeting
at the Community

We encourage the commitice to keep up
the good work, but are not optimistic about
the outcome of its lawsuit, since this mat-
ter has been adjudicated by courts in other
stutes in favor of the taxing municipality.
vertheless, we'd like to
port to the cause,

House.

add our

sup-

Citizens Can Help Expand BCH

A Birmingham landmark that could
have drifted into oblivion has been infused
with dynamic new blood over the last nine
months.

The landmark is that white brick house
on the corner of Bates and Townsend
streets commonly known as the Birming:
ham Community House and the new blodd
is F. Ward Ouradnik, its executive director.

With organizations like the Bloomfield
Art Association and the Village Woman’s
Club moving their facilities away from the
downtown area, and these and other organ-
izations offering courses to residents in
similar fields as offered by the Community
House, the interest in the House could
L have waned.

RECOGNIZING THE problem, the
board of directors of the Community House

raised their goal for their annual fund
drive so that the House could give in-
creased services and bring back el
users. -

While officially this vear’s drive is over,
checks are still coming in; and the goal is
not far from sight. The amount collected
to date is far ahead of la . This can
only be attributed to incr

The Eccentric is happy to see the
support of this community project, and is
greatly impressed by the foresighted pluns
for the future.

Mr. Ouradnik feels that the future of &
cultural eenter lies in the downtown areu
where parking available for shoppers
during the day and could be used profitably
by a cultural gathering in the evening.

Further,
downtown,
trict stronger,

he feels that if the center is
it will make the business di;
and more beautiful.

ATURALLY IN putting such a center
downtown, Mr. Ouradnik starts at the cor-
ner of Batex and Townsend. He feels the
present building could be expanded to
include space for the various organizations
in town to have offices.

With increased space he feels the state
institutions of higher learning would use
it as an extension center for adult classes.

He would cap the expansion with a 2,000~
seat auditorium and a multi-level parking
structure. Such an auditorium would per-
mit the community to attract plays and
concerts to be performed in the type of
surroundings for which they were designed.

He is not critical of our high school
#vms, but he feels that they are still high
chool  gyms, high
hool purposes.

WHETHER THESE plans ever come
into being or not, it is refreshing to see the
energy and sincerity "Mr. Ouradnik brings
to his postion. Birmingham has talked
about this type of activity for many years
and maybe this individual can get the
project going.

We hope the community in the next few
weeks sends an extra gift to the Commun-
ity House Association, and that the funds
they receive over their operational budget
will be used to expand their ambitious
program.
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iWoodward -Long Lake
‘Corner Prompts Letter

To the
Driving east on Long Lakd Road
one morning, 1 stopped for the red
ll;:hl at Woodward.
As my thoughts dwelled ¢n
| man who was killed there {ioi
to his job near this cofner)| by
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She wouldn't have had a
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n't have had,
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life!
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By HANK HOGAN

More correspondence

Hon. John F. Kennedy
\\ hite Hov
ushington, D. C.

I)n-;u John,

I noticed that on your recent A5th birthday some three
or four million dollars were distributed to you from a trust
fund ereated by your father. Apparently, your father
did not feel you were capable of handling all of your own
monev until this age, vet the people of this nation
entrusted to you the entire budget of the United States
wovear and ahalt o,

This raises the question of who knows you h\ll\‘!. your
father, or the people.

Very truly
AL Suburbanite

yours,

Hon.
Gor
Lansing,
Dear ¢

August S holle
anor’s O
Michigan

15,

I noticed in my favorite ne per (Michigan AFIL-
€10 News) that von n.i that our neigrhbor, George
Ronmey, is enggred in ' » “hny or lie™ his w
into the povernorship.

Don't von hgve enough fuith in the clectorate to l\nm\
that thic can’f e done, or i it beeanze of your
perience i eingning campaigns et son know that this
e be? N f

- Very truly yonrs,
A. Suburbanite
Hon. Jerome D. Cavanagh

City-County Building
Detroit, \['\hnz\n
Dear Jerry,
Now that the Bowman Bill has been vetoed,
really split the suburbs up with vour income tax on De-
troiters and non-Detroiters, Those suburbanites who
plan to remain working in Detroit for a while are upset,
but the suburbanites who make their living in the
<uburbs are looking forward with great expectations to
the tremendons growth suburbian will experience by for
Detroit businesses out to an 4 where

mer moving e
they are wanted.

Very tealy vours,

One of these latter Suburbanites
Hon. George Romney

Constitution Hall
Lamsing, Michie
(please forward)
Dear George,
1 have noticed in your campaign talks that you are
Jig labor and “hig™ business. While both of
+ segments ave bad if they wre “too big"”, they have
both contributed to the growth Am.l prosperity of our
state.
Why

don't vou campaign against “hig” John, the
present incumbent? There are many Michigan voter:
who don't feel he has contributed to the growth and
prosperity of the state

Very truly
AL Suburbanite

yours,

By
KEN
WEAVER

City Beat

Ford Motor Co. has come up with a completely new,
self-contained mobile home.

That's for me!

What better way to take your children on a vacation
an in @ mobije home—especially one that is all one unit?
built on d modified Ford truck ch:

Ford savs its new mobile home, the Condor, has a_com-
plete kitchen, bathroom and nlmmy and sleeping tacilities
for six people. (And there arve only four of us.)

1T HAS A four-burner
and broiler, a four-cubic-foot
formica counter tops, cuphe
room shower, steel floor, 30-gallon water and septic tanks.

Powered by a V-8 vuyllh with automatic transmission,
the Condor has a 178-inch wheelbase and is 26 feet long.
It is completely insulated and has a furnace for heating
in the winter.

gas stove with glass oven door
vefrigerator, double sinks,
rd and drawer space, bath-

IT LOOKS LIKE a bus, but it amounts to @ house trailer
that doesn’t have to be pulled

~\m| that's for me. the family man who loves to travel.
Well, & man can dream, can’t he?




