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A Salute and a Welcome

Now that the Bloomfield Township Board
has appointed Frank I., Swindell as the
Tew trustee to replace Gordon Getsinger,
‘The Eccentric would like to extend its
congratulations to Mr. Swindell and its
respects to Mr. Getsinger.

Mr. Getsinger has served the township
as a trustee since 1957. He brought to the
board at that time a dynamism that comes
with youthful, capable men.

He earned his position on the board by
defeating an incumbent in the election.

Since that time other young new faces
have come on the board but Mr. Getsinger
remained the leader of the trustees —
through hard work, keen interest and
ability.

HIS INFLUENCE has helped keep
Bloomfield the most progressive township
in the county, and perhaps even the state.

He handled, as chairman of the Town-
ship Liquor Sub-committee, the applica-
tions for new liquor licenses in a very fair
and businesslike manner when he was
under t: p by i

parties. The township through his planning
will have establishments where the resi-
dents need them and not just taverns be-
cause licenses are available.

It is unfortunate for the township that
Mr. Getsinger’s advancement to an execu-
tive post with a New York firm will take
him from the post of trustee. It was in-
evitable that his personal ability would be
recognized and he would move forward
professionally and, in this case, regret-
tably, away from the area.

’ “I thought we banned the ‘Big One’!”

However, he has served his
well and we can ask no more of any man.

oo

WITH HIS departure, the township will
have an opportunity for still more new
ideas, from the new trustee. Mr. Swindell
has been a successful businessman in the
area for years, and with his retirement
from his business interests this year he
can spend the.time that most trustees are
unable to muster.

We salute Gordon Getsinger for a job
well done, and welcome Frank Swindell to
the arena of public service.

PEOPLE'S COLUMN

To the Editor:

Detroit's Mayor Cavanaugh has
mentioned, among other ideas for
vuzung Detroit on Easy Street, a
tax on suburbanites w)m make |
their livings in Detroit. The idea
sounds hke a calculated plan for
making a suicide leap out of the |
frying pan "and into the fire,

What Would Income
Tax Do to Economy?

Happenings
of Long Ago

[ Bits of News Gleaned From
Old Files Of The Eccentric

to only a matter of self. fon. |

IF “OUTSIDERS" are_to be‘
taxed for holding jobs in Detroit, |
it would seem only fair for these |
outsiders to withdraw their pres-
| ent support of Detroit’s economy |
in glnerll and lend greater support |
to the over-all welfare of their own |
commumucl After all, the money |

50 YEAZS AGO

Lone Olk ned by
M. Russell in Southﬁeld Townshlp.
is making a name for itself with
its herd of thorough-bred Holstein-
Friesian cows. Just a few years
| ago, Russell staked all his hopes,

Suburban
Sidelights

By

HANK ).
HOGAN

Recently Charles Wagg, the director of the Michigan
Department of Mental Health, spoke to the local unit of
the Society for Mental Health at Devon Gables.

After his speech, during a question-and-answer period,
two local legislators quizzed him on his department’s
(budget practices. As a result of the type of questions,
some of the people attending the event accused them of
trying to make political hay out of a very serious social
program.

For the record and probably in defense of the legisia-
tors, Mr. Wagg has served under seven governors, Demo-
cratic and Republican, and no one knows what party he
espouses, so an attack against his administration is not a
partisan political manguver.

PR

ALSO FOR the record, our mental health department
over the last severalyears has had one of the highest
per patient cost of all the states in the United States but
has ranked in the middle of the states in results.

The mental health department is given a lump sum
appropriation each year by the legislature. It is up to the
director to institute programs to make the most effective
use of those dollars.

P

THE DIRECTORS in progressive states like New York,
Kansas, and lowa have instituted “aftgr care” programs
which allow patients to leave state institutions earlier
and go back into society and work, but still have treat-
ment available to them during the adjustment period.

This type of program, of course, frees bedspace for
patients on the waiting list.

Also, these states have instituted community mental
health centers in local hospitals, where patients can
come in day or night and be treated before they are
institution cases.

In the states where this is done the number of beds

. D hy b and very nearly $200 cash, on one "
‘L S r p . c? chereny Detroiters bave Jobs in e to uburban ﬁov%mn;;‘n |lone Holstein cow. Today he is an | needed has been reduced drastically.
I(_ d h h burbs oth oesn't come from fairyland, either.  nuthority - on - Friesians. - ) o
OO an = ay OI‘ On lcs . those f:b:h::h!t‘;.el;r :ve“t er than S50 regardiess of who goes to H,, ,u,plu, stock is eagerly sought In Michigan, however, the drive is for more beds. The
. the cleaners, wouldn't it be fefresh. |

Can Johnny read faster if he first learns
phonics or if he is initially exposed to
“whole-word recognition” or the “look-and-
say” system?

Some critics say U.S. children are
greatly lacking in reading skills. They are
supported by reports which assert that at
least 35 per cent of American youngsters
are seriously retarded in reading and that
40 per cent more are not reading as well as

total of 10,000 words by the end of the
fourth grade.

THIS IS one more scrap of data suggest-
ing that reading methods in this country
might need revision.

The “look-and-say” system is deeply
entrenched, and ardently defended by
many educators. It is often said that the
“phonetics-first” approach is dull and bor-
and too much work for the children.

a tax arrangement such as the
mayor has indicated a strong inter- |
est in is worked out, would suburbs
be eligible to tax Detroiters who
work outside Detroit? Would sub-
urbs cross-tax each other on the
same basis? What about voting
privileges?

Could_suburbanites elect a sort
of part-time mayor and counril_
at “list-price,” perhaps—to e

Sent thom “at " Dettoit " poiiteal
soirees?

COULD ONE suburb govern ity
next door neighbor . . . merel

ing in Dcu-mt,—unrl Lansing, too— |
if the first f government
wasn't a deapemtlon plea for more
spending money . . . i
thought and ability went into do-
ing things just a little bit. bemr.
with less waste,
threat o the weary pocketbooks
of productive citizens?
And wouldn’t it indeed be re-
{mshm;{ if someone feeding at the ‘
trough h.d the moral courage to
| admit_t re ex-

rices; his counsel fre-
Sently ashed.

Dr. Elizabeth Mitchell has been
appointed a member of the
and reception committees of the
National Osteopathic convention to
be held in Detroit in July. She
attended the meeting of the Detroit
society at the Hotel Ponchartrain
| Monday evening.

The second” .nnul muung of

a
tremely wan.e[ul" Then acted ond
the courage of convictions?
Wouldn't it mlly be something to

the of First Na-

tional Bank was held at the bank
Sams b elect 10 directors for the
coming year. The following were

cost of custodial care for bed patients practically uses up
all of the appropriated funds and there is little left for
research or new programs.
o

THE LEGISLATORS at Devon Gables wanted Mr.
Wagg to justify his reticence on submitting what is
called a line item budget; that is, instead of just a’lump
of money being given to the department, the legislature
would spell out that part of the money should be used for
new projects.

Mr. Wagg talked at this luncheon as if he was the

- they might. ing, protect its own write home about? elected: A. Whitehead, George father of these community centers, yet through his es-

{ - Yet, there are indications that more such |course? | M. D. | Mitchell, Ex Brooks, Ch ! PNy "

i An English professor at John Carroll o mioht be a good thing. youid :‘l,le:&m—;te:ﬁ heel ome T Gieain, “Viiney m:n, i ; i priorities mb],q e k » : the has

i i ity i Ve : N Blakeslee, A¥fred T. Lowes, Wil- the bi t st ng block to their institution.
University in Cleveland finds that by the More drill may be a fundamental need, |t siphon off the produce of more Lllnch OPenS Blakeslee, Alfred T. E;;:ﬂj i een the biggest stumbling

end of the fourth grade the U.S. pupil has
a reading vocabulary of about 1,600 words.

He finds that the Russian student,
taught by phonetics, does much better.
Ivan, it is claimed, acquires a 2,000-word
reading vocabulary in the first grade and a

with less emphasis on education via enter-
tainment. Some educators seem to believe
this. According to a recent news dispatch,
a growing number of schools are going
back to teaching phonics in the first grade.
We think this is encouraging.

Building a Strong Faith

i i i a ; eV The lunch h ts kful of approximately $350,000 according
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This notion springs, no doubt, from the
concept that God cherishes most those who
revere Him with the direct, unquestioning
simplicity of children.

the beginning of history, he will yet not
penetrate the mystery of creation.

Faith is for the simple in heart if sim-
plicity be understood to mean what Jesus

successful neighbors merely by ex-|
hibiting proof of financial chaos?

hat about police and fire pro-
tection? Garbage and trash dis-
posal? F.0.B. Detroit? Suburbs
now buying water from Detroit do
50 at about double the tab charged
the natives.

holders who live in bordering com-
munities. Detroit’s departmen
stores, for example, collect millions .
of taxable dollars from those who
live outside the Motor City.

_ provides jobs |
for Detroiters and supports " the
city's economy—and welfare agen-
cies-—in many other ways with cash
on the bnrnlhu

FAR Program

A public information program
to stimulate new action in meeting
needs of retardea |

the gro;
children in

Childre
Firat event will be a community
“New Horizons” luncheon Satur-

of care a ucation of re-
urded children. In 1955 Mu-hlgun‘
rgncmd in a state of crisis when‘
e had 1,200 children on the wait
in list for state care.
| have more than 1,500 on that w: (.

HOW MUCH should he be pen-| (o Tist wnd ft grows daily. There

Smith and Chauncey Nixon.

30 YEARS AGO
932

Jan. 14, 1

wnh szﬂl 438.99 received up to
in winter tax payments

-t the B loomfield Township oﬂ'n:cs.
(enr that a genarll tax :Lnkc hnd

as a protest against the increase
lin valuations established last fall
by the State Tax Commission, had
Dlenin lape measare dispend. T¢
is believed receipts will amount to

ba u ry; one of assault with
munl to do bodll harm and three
of rol arm

ounty- mde un g for dollar
membershipe in "oun-
ty Society for Crippl.d Children,

If we are to continue spending more for mental health
each year, we should start work on programs that show
results. If we just add beds, mental health should be put
in the same category as state prisons. We are paying for
taking care of people not curing them.

Michigan is one of the few states that does not have

0y Michigan_ was an-
THE_DETROIT 'economy now been declared lar; e
gets substantial support from job- ;“‘;‘l‘;‘,fgf aﬁ“ﬁe‘hu&“ of Retarded Vidual taxpayers in Bloomield Hms a psychiatrist directing the mental health program.

Maybe doing what the other states are doing, including
direction, might give us a better program.

‘When you attend city commission meetings regularly
over aben‘od of time, you get to know the commissioners
preu§ well.

You learn to recognize their idiosyncrasies.

Perhaps this is true. But it is a grave : . lized ?

meant when he said of children, “for of |alized? If some of his employes,|are 94 children on that waiting | Yo~ ’for which und And, lest someone thmk that's a nasty remark, let me
TTO! ppose 8 r0. : . 4 B ki ans for which are now under way
error to sy that a man of broad such is the kingdom of heaven.” But faith |the. ;:gu;:x,n;:m:x;nd l:;rnfer::\qlﬁ\:r:mmm vo?-th:;lenu:::g e-xl::;t Iglnn:ld“;lm";{;::mh!lo‘gnl bylu?r:'_ give the dictionary for idiosy y: ch -

knowledge and sophistication cannot there-
fore retain or build a strong faith.

: . muting to Detroit, would they look | um parents despair of the long |

is also for learned men whose knowledge for jobs nearer home to escape a | de cian, will

only shows them mysteries beyond the |commuter tax . . . and, while| “We hope through this luncheon
escaping, enjoy the extra benefits |and other events which will follo

mysteries they have unveiled. of less time-consuming and ex-|to focus public attention on this
pensive travel to-and-from work? |acute problem to stimulate support
the attraction of the|for legislative action.”

be staged sometime m istic distinguishing an individual.
February. The Birmingham Rota
Club has nrcepud mpomubﬂlty for
securing 700 memberships

area, according to president George
| Boutw

NOW, CONSIDER Bill Burgum.
A characteristic that impresses you about him is his

THE TRUTH is that however knowl-

persistent effort to improve the public’s image of the

o . f . uubulrbb—to‘ 'I:umrl::s and deslnbl!{‘ The luncheon also marks the ‘ 15 YEARS AGO R ¢
From The Eccentric's Point of View ... | bk oo i i o o o S A ) government and the people serving i,

Detroit has a new 33-year-old mayor, Jerry
Cavanagh, who supplanted Louis Miriani in that
post Jan. 2. A lawyer, married and father of six
children, young Cavanagh will be watched care-
fully by his fellow-Democrats. If he looks good,

The more of children’s finger-prints at home,
the fewer on the police blotter.
- o
A psychologist claims that big men make the
most acquiescent husbands. So do big women.

Regardless of political a..p. 0- | to
ple may still elect to hve in: Tove | retarded and whi
and contribute to the ‘common-
wealth that offers more for the
money . . . even if it boils down

a day training c
dents in the Fer
Building.

nship residents
voted last l"ndoy———-l 049 to 381—
o organize iy a single school
district. A total of 1470 ballots
(See HAPPENINGS, 5-B)

for the
ich also operates
enter for 50 stu-
hisie Community

What makes this idiosyncrasy so outstanding is the
fact that it’s there despite Bill’s proximity to the woods—
you know, “so close to the woods you can't see the trees.”

During a recent debate on a certain municipal project
Bill asked what the City would do if numerous citizen

perhaps some day he'll run for Michigan Governor. e By complaints resulted from it.
He apparently has what it takes to get votes. We The Old Farmer's Almanac has added April He said something like this to his colleagues: |
i wish him a successful mayoralty! - v:ll‘:-:fe;n'mmh Now what can we rhyme with Talk Of the TOWnS DENI “You know what the public’s reaction usually is to
- , SCANLON these things.

Perhaps you made several New Year's resolu-
tions for 1962 . . . and welll wager that most or
all of them, if carried out, would improve your
health, your temperament . . . make friends and
allow you to influence people. Broken any yet? If
50, do you regret it? Want to restore that resolu-
tion? . . . Really, you know, if you do you don't
have to wait for the approach of 1963 to do so.
Any day is a good day for new resolves.

President Kennedy and his intellectual comrades
somehow figure that there is an academic solution
for most civic and economic problems. Alas! too
often they fail to include historic human behavior-
ism in their blueprints.

This pertinent sentence was in the first Hoover
Report: “No king ever wielded a scepter more
powerful than a 5-cent pencil in the hands of an
American citizen when he sits down to write his

n or Senator , . ."
v o
of horses, isn't it true that a smart
wife who possesses and uses horse sense never
Becomes a nag?

There has been quite a public fuss in Colorado
since a federal water expert disclosed that the
water supply in 15 Colorado towns is classified
as brackish because it contains more than 1,000
parts of salt per million gallons. The situation
calls attention, as the speaker doubtless intended,
to & matter of considerable importance in various
parts of the country.

The water supply problem in the United States
has many aspects. Excessive salt is one of these.
Becagise of experiments in brackish water conver-
sion carried on by the federal Office of Saline
Water, the day may come when this phase of the
problem will be solved.

Experts envision small plants that could increase
potable water supplies economically, That is the
key word, “economically.” To make the dream
come true, federal research will need adequate
support. This is one effective way to help meet
the nation’s rising water needs.

A judge rules that an outsider has no right to
prevent a man’s beating his wife. This may be
the only exercise the man gets, but the ruling
does seem to carry the fithess campaign too far.

Last week, a young mother took her three-year-
old daughter into a Birmingham shoe store for
tots.

“I think we'll rully have to boost the shoe size
for her,” the mother told the salesman.

“She’s been complaining for the last week that
these shoes pinch her toes, I can’t understand how
her feet can grow so fast.”

As the salesman took off the little gal's shoes,
he started to laugh.

“Maybe this is why,”
sock out of the toe.

he said pulling a white

A young student at Bloomfield Hills Junior
High School came home one day recently carrying
an arm-load of books.

Intrigued with a new history subject, he had
stopped at the library to check out a few volumes
on the new-found topic.

He stood in the kitchen excitedly telling his
mother all about what he had learned. Then he

began to name the titles of the books he had
gathered.

The budding scholar told of this book and that
book and said, “Oh . .. and I got ‘Aegean
Civilization.”

“Wow,” said his brother who had just walked
in the door. “That's worse than an F!"

The “whi you-x(l-lw-chrislmn" depart-
ment brought back memories for a local woman.
Her story stretches from last Christmas to the
summer,

It began whert her daughters decided to save
their pennies to buy Dad an electric hedge clipper.
He had better than 120 feet of them to trim and
was always talking about getting the gadget that
would make the job easier.

So, six months after he received the gift, he
enthusiastically plugged it in and started gaily
trimming the hedge.

Two feet from the starting point, he cut the
cord.

According to his wife, the girls bought him
books this year—one was a volume for would-be

“If they encounter any kind of difficulty, they take the
view that ‘this is what happens when the City runs
things.”

Whether the criticism is fair or not, it is one that so
many citizens do make when it comes to municipal affairs.

It does Bill credit to be aware of this attitude and to
want to do something about it.

THERE'S ANOTHER characteristic you notice about
Bill.

During many discussions he will sit back and listen
attentively, saying very little.

Then, when he has reached a conclusion, he will lean
forward abruptly in his commissioner’s chair, and speak
with vigor and vitality.

It’s almost as if he explodes. Yet, Bill does not indulge
in emotional outbursts.

You might call it an eruption of vigorous, intelligent
reasoning.

1t's one of the things you observe in Bill Burgum when
you attend city commission meetings regularly.




