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Blrmmgham Trying to Educate Mentally Retarded

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is
last in & series of six articles on
the Birmingham School System’s
Department of Special Educa-

By DENI SCANLON
Staff Writer

hn\lng a normal brai

A mentally rehrded individual

The mentally retarded children are taught the basics.

more than others.
to get a job. Some

me lez
knowled,

e - -

Some eventually gain enough
don’t.

can be produced in several ways—
by a birth injury, by & high fever

t people fail to think about dlsease, by an accident before oF

after birth. Many of the retarded
cases give no physical hint as to
the reason for the handical

They range from totally helpless|
to educable.

THE BIRMINGHAM SCHOOLS
Special Service Department, charg-
ed with the academic training of
all children, has a program for the
mentally retarded who are edu-
cable.

Birmingham's program is for
about 60 children who are mentally
handicapped but potentially snd&l-
ly competent and who may with
proper training become - self-sup-
porting.

Those who are not educable h\xt
are capable of being trained
live under family supervision nre
sent to other classes in Oakland
County.

FOR THOSE who fit the Type
A description, four fev-
els of instruction in Birmingham.
(Classes are held at the lower
elementary, u| elementas
or and saniof high levels. Trossed
in special rooms, these children are
taught reading, writing, arithmetic
and basic crafts. Some learn more
than others, Some eventually gain
enough knowledge to get &
Some don’t.

According to Bernard Maslanik,
head of the Special Services De.
partment, “the object of the pro-
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WEEKLY VISIT

By IRMA N. DAVIS
Staff Writer

David Eick is only 11 years old
but an educated guess would

DOWN TO EARTH

that some 325 million years sep-
arate him from a magnificent group

Back to the Attic Go

Christmas Ornaments|:}

By ALICE WESSELS BURLINGAME

Special Writer for The Birmingham Eccentric

‘The Christmas decorations are

finding their way back to the attic, | lhe plants you can possibly use.
you have a shady area on your

; e}’n.ch olrl|edol us has ideas on
oy e will decorate fort0a3.
tchester Lomumly“%\ad

cket will give you all

property, you m migh
in collecting varieti

rns.

of fossils which he has donated
2 Cranbrook Institute

nee.
The specimen, which David found
on a field trip made with other
Junior Members of the Institute,
as the Feature of the Month dur-
l)«en\hrr at the Cranbrook

Walter P, Nickell, associate na-
turalist and associate in science
education at the Institute, who
escorted _the group of youngsters

of |to the Silica, Ohio, quarry where

David found the fossils, says he
has seen nothing in 50 visil
quarry to compare with David's
discovery.

gram is to eventually get these
children into some type of occupa-
tion so_that they are reasonably
self sufficient.”

BEFORE A retarded child can

e placed in one of the local pro-
o he st be recommended to
it by the detision of a screening
committee,

Then begins the teacher’s job of
constant repetition, tutoring—and
understanding. She uses special-
ized approaches and material.

The mentally retarded do grow
up like other children. They face
emotional and physical changes
and some of them eventually mar-
. It is the goal of the
to te them as much as pos-

sible to meﬂ, the challenges they
will face in the future.

IN ADDITION to «iuutmg the
children, the teachers and staff of
Special Services Department
work with parents and attempt to
build an understanding with the
community.
“Many of these children,” Mas-
nik explained, “will be able to
work as domestic help or do assort-
ed jobs that provide adequate su-
pervision.
“We stress,” he continued, “that
l)\e)' learn to do what's asked by
mployer. We want them to
now ow to ride a bus, how to
manage money, how to get to work
on time, how to shop——all those

be |thyst, aj

of china, animal “statues

things normal people take for|

Boy ‘Scientist’ Finds Fossils

|His_srandfather started David

a rock collection several years
Ko and the bay now has about 40
samples of rocks, including ame-
agate and quartz.

S sea shel

butterflies
and, of course, fossils. A typical

Bov, he Tikes “the outdoors best,”

HE ALSO L()l LEC

granted in mm everyday life. We
are lryln o be realistic in this
progra

ONE OF THE_most difficult
things for Maslanik_and his staff
to get across is the fact that these
children are retarded.
“Many_parents refuse to believe
this or simply have not been told
their children are retarded.>Many
times we cannot  pro or a
child because he s just not.cap-
o

Another difficult factor that the
families of the children face is the
lack of understanding on the part
of neighbors and members of the
community. |

v |

“PARENTS OF THE retarded
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are often isoluted,” Maslanik stat-
ed. “Others find out about the re- |
tarded case and the family is|
shunned. |

“However, churches, PTA’s and |
other organizations are beginning
to help these parents to accept and
be accepted.”

THE SUCCESS OF Enrmm;&‘

m’s program for the mentally |
retarded will be evident next year

when the first group of students |
Rraduate.

“We'll know then just how well |
they have been prepared,” Masla-
nik said. “We'll find out if we have
hit on the best possible eduuuun
for them.”

enjo)s fuov,l)ull and baseball, and !
reads don't have anything |
else to d
An average student, his favorite |
15\)‘3]30!! are spelling and science. |
| As for his future, the blond,

crew cut_boy says hc ‘1s thmkmx‘
about being a sci

“But I'm not ;ure yel" he adds '
with true scientific caution.

Boys Girls
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WONDERLAND

i of fer

its Iu(hl.mg competition which in-| You can begin your collection by
cluded over four hundre homw planting the spores.
They were judged in three cate- | chicken seeds wi ynu a
gories: religious, juvenile, and multitude of leaf rosettes which
general decorations, are ideal for dish gardens and

First and second prizes were flower borders outdoo
glven in cash. As gpe person said: One area of the Pnrk catalogue
“If we win, it wiil take care of \ull show how you can start seeds
our extra electrical bill.” This | of fine shrubs. If you have an area
competition was sponsored by the | on your pmpeuy for the starting
Westchester Branch of National | of nursery stock you have a treat
Farm and Garden. ahead following this hobby.

THIS IS AN excellent way to
arouse a community pride. The
jadging is done by three outside

IN FACT, SAYS Nickell, “the
only comparable group of which 1
know is now exhibited in the
Ummd States National Museum.

[hat cluster came from Ontario.”

e Tnatisute's specimen contaims
an’ aggregation of 18 _trilobites.
The latter term is one that David
uses with almost disconcerting
case, along with other scientific
tongue-trippers common to Sea-

o ,\oned — and much older — fossil
AFTER HARVESTING squash |hun
this fall, I collected seed, kept them
in the refrigerator, and now, they |

Alice ’s

595 E. Maple MI 6-1113

2‘"2#?’«2:%&‘5&51%‘5&9"&%: ’a‘ﬁiz 7

RS

A
JEJESENE

“Tr|loh|to( " David will tell you,
‘are in a class with the crustaceans

neutral “souls.” are planted to see what kind of a|—those are Jﬂ!ht legged creatures o ) ..
Your _colum. - ~ |houseplant they will make. I am |such as lobsters, shrimps, spiders, Birmingham, Michigan _;
ist is “busti; ng for a seed which will grow | scorpions nnd insects.’

00l
fast and give a _quick, big “show”
for hospital patients. Castor beans

will provide an interesting house- T LIVING relatives of

plant. the trilobites are thought to be the
""The blackberry lily‘looks like an | Forseshoe or King crabe whose
g new ehture f‘"’h me. | 0" “frog trilobite.” In this group
iris-like leaves, ShOWY|ure the fossils which were en-
orange and crimson flowers about | pyebed” fon ol e et
two inches in size, likes sun or |fribed for tnt
shade, flowers in August and Sep. | “"Nickell speculates that the David
tember, and produces ornamental | pich“ trilobites  may  have been

black seed clusters. The flowers
would be.a perfect complement to huddled together for protection, or
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Of Non-Standard Quality For Special Sales—All Merchan-
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g
g.i

ing buds, the the fall coloring and the berry |PEriaps st mating time, when
flowers, and growth of foliage|clusters would be interesting to|“Uuck by some disasters =

plants, sets the tempo for the day.
At noon, if the sun is out, you
can take a chair and table out to
the greenhouse to enjoy your lunch,
Florida, you have competition.

dry for winter arrangements,
Happy winter gardening.

STRICTLY FRESH
THE WHOLE SPCRE‘" of own-

ing a greenhouse id too me say the key to suc-
large & place which might become Eess"s ha ya,',ye Xey lhouse

sludge may have trapped them at
a common feeding place, but, what-
ever it was, the group owed its
release to David Eick's sharp eyes.

THE BOY, whose parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Raymond A. Eick, both
hold bachelor of science degrees,
suid the find was made on an all:
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Eleven-year-old David Eick, 2092 Pembroke, Birming-
ham, holds the group of trilobite fossils which he presented
recently to the Cranbrook Institute of Science. David found

e SPORT COATS

a burden in tlme ex?cndllum (our 00T, day Tp in September. the trilobites while on a field trip with other Junior Members
greenhouse is and * o o vas walking xlonz by a big of the Institute.
ouly takes five mmuws o care ot k' he explained. “I saw these —

A small boy's concept of

Thi:
per day). This s an ideal size for| A small boy's concept of

working pers:

In December anybody in the area
who had a greenhouse was invited
o meet at Bell's Greenhouse and
exchange ideas “for fun” Over 2
people appeared from Flint, Mon-

llttle heads Aml sat in front of the
trilobites so nobody else would ﬁnd
them. Then I grabbed them and

NATURE NOW
ot atven (Rlohyics A away . .
and_snother 11 when he cleancd Changes m Earth, Llfe

By Lydia King Frehse

Special Writer for The .Birmingham Ecceatric

Toe Ann Arbor, and Plymouur. as | The ;eleaning up” involved thre . . ¢ PAJAMAS o ® SWEATERS
il an greanhosse. gardomiog ans a3 of parmateking and mecuisos E E S o NECKWEAR o ROBES (7 off
fro immedi s l

U G medate &% b, trerviaiatninid Evident in Each Season o GLOVES o MUFFLERS °
the days begin to strengthen, ac- .

cording to the old tale. The garden |
catalogues are beginning to arrive |
regularly, and many new introduc-
tions are being noted. So with the}

A SINGLE TR]LOBITE is con- M
sidered a “prize” at Silica and|whicl
Complete ‘speciméns are rarely dis-
covered. However, many heads,
tail plates and mid-sections are
found in the Ohio quarry as well

t of us view life in mere bits' changed their courses, forests have

h, from time to time, enter died, marshes have filled up with
the orbit of our daily experience. | cat-tails and rushes, once fertile
We hear birds chirping in the |fiekds have been eroded into use-
snow, we see bare trees silhouetted | less deserts.

against a winter sky, or one squir-| These obvious changes are a

piece of cake in each hand.

Nowadays, mo st

assurance of cold weather ahea
b are concerned wt.h thu

this is the time of year to study

Boy's Dep¥rtment

the introductions and plan ahead | higher things of life—prices, |as more common fossils, rel chasing another up a tree|small indication of those which
for indoor nnd ouu‘loor gardening. | for exnmple The “frog trilobites” lived on the | trunk. have occurred to mold the ea
. bottom of Middle Devonian seas| But he who probes deeper into|contours during the several bi o OUTERWEAR ® SWEATERS 1 .
ONE OF 'rm' deam of fine seed Most persom carve a ca- |more than 300 million years ago.|nature’s ways soon finds his inter- | lions of years of its evolvement 2070 to 33 /3 o
I development is the George Park | roer for themselves; a graft- ey became extinct about 275 |est reaching beyond incident, be-|from an’incandescent ball of mol- e SPORT COATS e SPORT SHIRTS
Co. of Greenwood, S. C. lts cata- | rChicers it million years ago. yond facts and names to those | ten rock to its present outlines.
logue has pages of rare plants ecause of their hard skeleton, over-all principles which  control e ROBES e SUITS OFF
you can pl.m and enjoy now in L almost insoluble in the acids that|life’s changing patterns, IN'THE EONS of time wmch
your wil ‘What would happen to the |penetrated the limestones and P were involved in the cooling
uu iate to begin growing finance businecs in this |shales enclosing them, many trilo-| LIKEWISE WE are so accus-|ess great torrential rains fell on
ulln 1 ‘H‘ a pot for the Easter country if people didn't be- | bites are to be found in a remark- |tomed to the familiar topography |the earth. . e .
.. White, "yellow or pink. | - ountry i p in able state of preservation. which we, cover | "Finally, the oceans were estab- Scientific Kits 1
Their leaves arc handsome. The at two can live as [lished and the first one-celled life J ! ALL REDUCED 37/0
flowers will be large, wax-like| chelplyuon DAVlDdeﬂdedlndonnteh irred in their warm shallows.

lr\émptu. Each bulb should go in
t.

s the time of year to start
caladium bulbs which will give yu
elephant-like ears of leaves

Evenl.unlly the atmosphere cleared
and the sun shone tl

uring the millenia which have
followed, the shifting land masses

and Models
A dnmnd is one of the His mother it is eult o P4
| ear
g‘imfpuﬁnﬂnly to get ‘Nuu interest in science may have | ;:esen;ed quite

| of the continents have been repeat- ! r
;?imh :‘k be handsomely veined in . o o | begun on his very first trip to the |a different face |edly immersed and freed from the H H
 pink, green, cic | museum, at” the”ripe ol age of to each succeed: | |covering  seas.  Mountain ranges lﬂﬂm and
HAVE THE FI.N £ starti Some say a politician is :\hd vhen he was delughud to ﬁ'h
ek ot oo Sturting 4| & man who approaches every l n -& indian in | ese changes f
large pack seeds which | question with an open |PATents convinced Bim  the “pa- | are evident even nd folding of the earth’s E: - .
will produce’ pots of briliantly | 1058t | jamas” were mocassins and Indian | in & single sea- e |5 Open Friday Birmingham, Michigan hdeigrg
wxll v e s poct osomter they D) costume. son. We find & Mrs, Frehse NOW, AS THEN, the earth's Eree U 80 268 W. Maple Rd. far ot s
r mmbb: vﬁcenrl m‘z ront Its a crime to catch a fish bo ined the Junior Members|beach that has |topography is being constantly R
iz onmgog in'some (.'1 lut a year ago and the Slhrn receded or plants that have m.pcd changed by Lhe erosive action of |
gmv geraniums from 57 some lakes—a miracle in eld trip was one of five or six| the confines of a garden fenc | wind and w

You can grow gloxinia from seed. made by the group this past fall.'short

half life-time streams havel (See NATUKE NOW, 5-D)




