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Exploring Supervisor Problem

One of the many areas of study by the
Constitutional Convention is county boards
of supervisors.

Under the present constitution, each
county has a board of supervisors as its
legislative body. It is comprised of one
representative from each organized town-
ship and such representation from cities
as may be prescribed by law.

The present law makes representation
of cities on a population basis.

Oakland County has a board of 85 su-
pervisors.

THE REASON for the Con-Con scrutiny
is that townships feel that they, too, should
be represented by population.

For example, in Oakland County Bir-
mingham, as a city, has four supervisors
for 28,000 people; whereas Waterford
Township has 48,000 people and but one
supervisor.

Some critics insist that a board with so
many members becomes unwieldy and in-
effective. They contend that a board so
large cannot be an efficient manager for
the county’s problems.

They say the board should be made up
of a smaller number of full-time managers.

OTHER 'CRITICS feel that a powerful
legislative body, as boards of supervisors
actually are, would better represent the
people if elected directly by them. )

Under the present system, supervisors
are in no way directly respor®ible to the
people of the county.

A township's representative is the elected
supervisor of that township, but he is
elected not to serve on the board but to
supervise the township.

Supervisors in the cities are appointed
by their city commissions; they never
have to put themselves before the voters
to serve.
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A RECENT local incident serves to
strengthen this criticism. A" local super-
visor said at a recent city commis
meeting that when he acts as a coUnty
supervisor he represents the county and

not the City of Birmingham.

This would indicate that he has no re-
sponsibiilty to anyone in his actions —
because if he represents only the county,
then he has no one to answer to inasmuch
as he was not elected on the county level.

Chlifornia has solved the problem by
having five-man county boards elected di-
rectly by the people.

TO SEE the other side of the coin, The
Eccentric checked with David Levinson,
dean of Birmingham’s supervisors. He has
sat on the board since Birmingham be-
came a city in 1933.

Mr. Levinson felt that there is a duality
of representation and that there is no con-
flict of(mtereit representing Birmingham
on the board.

In other words, a supervisor must think
of both the community from which “he

\ serves and the county as a whole.

Levinson said that if the board were de-
creased in size the various areas of the
county would not be sufficiently repre-
sented because the denser population in
the southern part of the county could con-
trol all elections. '

IN OAKLAND County practically all of
the supervisors, he felt, were contributing
to the county’s administration by actively
serving on various sub-committees of the
county board.

Levinson felt that the constitutional pro-
vision on composition of the board was

adequate because the framers of the doc-

ument felt that when a township is big

enough to merit more representation it is

timé for it to become a city, to take advan-

tage of the better administrative powers
which are designed to properly administer
the larger communities.
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WE IN the Birmingham area should

consider these various problems and ex-

press our convictions to our Con-Con dele-

gates.

If we do not, then we will have no right

to complain about the final solution which
people in other areas successfully pro-

moted.

- Parking Situation Improved

Thanks to the munfcipal parking lots

and the efficiency of the Birmingham Po-»-

lice Dept., the Christmas season parking-
traffic situation in the city this year was
better than ever.

Filled to near capacity most of the time,
the five City parking lots were the main
factor in keeping congestion at a minimum
in the central business district this year.

Mugh credit must also be given to police
officef§ on duty during the rush hours.
They moved traffic along efficiently and
expeditiously.

Parkink Lot No. 5, in the Willits-Bates
area, with its 400 spaces, helped to reduce
the tendency to circulate around the block
to locate a place to park.

e

CHIEF OF Police Ralph W. Moxley re-
ported that at most times there was some
space available for parking. Very seldom
did motorists have to wait in line to get
into the lots.

“Lot 5 has really taken a lot of pressure
off parking in the downtown area,” Moxley
declared.

Charles Mortensen, manager of the Bir-
mingham Chamber of Commerce, said the
Christmas parking situation- in Birming-
ham was “better than (in) the average”
community.

“Generally speaking, parking was ade-

quate; and the traffic, though heavy all
of the time, moved quite well. Police on the

_corners during the rush hours expedited

traffic very efficiently. All in all, T think
we were pretty fortunate,” Mortensen
stated.

HE POINTED out that with the five lots
in the four quadrants of the business sec-
tion, shoppers can park within a reasonable

istance of where they want to be.

Undoubtedly, there were some instances
in which motorists could not locate parking
spaces immediately. But the inconvenieénces
certainly were few and far between this
year.

There may be no records to prove it, but
there’s a general feeling that with the
availability of ample parking space and the
expeditious movement of traffic, greater
cooperation was forthcoming from the
shoppers themselves this year.

AS WE LOOK back on this Christmas
season and condition of past years, we note
with pride the foresight of city officials,
merchants and citizens in planning and
implementing the municipal parking facil-
ities.

Let us hope that this awareness of needs
and this spirit of progress and accomplish
ment will continue in 1962 and the years
ahead.
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Frgm The Eccentric's Point of View...

To be sure.Npe recent much publicized interview
between  President Kennedy and Khrushchev's
editor son-in-law did get some readers . . . but
hardly a large proportion of the whole Russian
people. In later editions, Izvestia and other Soviet
newspapers, radio, etc., Kennedy's words were
deliberately garbled and slanted pro-Communistic,
of course. This unprecedented interview by the
Soviet is so out-of-line with its normal methods
that one must “look behind the scenes” for the
purpose . . . and, whatever it is, can’t one question
an evil motive? For certainly a ruling leadership
with the known record of mass slaughter of

humans, plus making and keeping captive other

millions, plus the Soviet's almost 100 per cent
breaking of every agreement made with the free
world—can such a leadership be trusted?

Try, always, to remember that most politicians
who aspire to top positions in state and federal
governments make quite outlandish promises, in
order to get votes. If elected a governor or a
president, most of the promises are incapable of
fulfillment—regardless of political party. That is
the condition President Kennedy is meeting these
days. ‘Talk is cheap,”
yet, alas! how ensily most voters *

As the old saying goes:

“I keep writing 19611

Suburban
Sidelights

By

HOGAN

PEOPLE’S COLUMN
Criticizes Suggestion

To Send Money to UN

To the Editor: civilian,
In a recent Eccentric a good doc- | pr
tor' from Birmingham makes the flie populatio
| remarkable suggestion that we for- ..
get fallout shelters and_instead OUR BIRMINGHAM
send the money to the U.N fo note that $10
Ve can charitably ascribe to the ICEF fund had
doctor a lack of knowledge of what
goes on in the world about him and
suggest as a start in hli _enlighten-
ment that he read abdut Hitler,
Communism and hist
so, he may \\rhnL lu look inf
what the UN has been doing with
s money since he evidently de-
s to part with some of his own

action. It is not
Americans who paid into UNICEF,
thinking the
feed babies,
slight change in plans.
Yes, Doctor, do build you
shelter. Do not tak
attitude of the pac
collaborationists  who
| don't fecl life is worth living.

MOST RECENTLY, the money |~ And if you do want to mve the
has been used to destroy, by bombs  money ay
and fire, the only decent, repre- can Committee to Aid
sentative government in the Congo.

Doctors in Katanga (14 in num- of
ber) sent a wire o( rotest to | wives and homes to U
U Thant of the UN e doctors | the Congo.
stated that U Thant \vl\s a liar for|
denying that U.N. troops were de-  sins
liberately bombing hospitals.

doctors stated that the U.. N.|

mercenary forces, particularly R
those from India, were behmmg‘b 3
in a barbarous manner, shooting

Millage Rate Incréasmg
\In State School Districts

might suggest

| 'Most Michigan school districts
i
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ass cmunn
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that in
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IN A SURVEY OF 584 Michigan
school districts, MEA_found |
Lh'n only four di cts did not |
levy the minimum millage required
for full participation in state aid ukes were approved by the voters.
(8 mills). {

Voters in 69 percent of the |
dmmu surveyed approv ed opera-
age beyond tl amount
.\Ilocnlcd by the wunly allocation | ¥

| slight gain over the 1¢
total millage of 11.04.

The Ol 1wnw

SOME 120 leTRl(‘T\ levied |
on!y slightly above the mlnmlum
8 to 9 mills). The most freques
\teof voted millage for opcrnuon
accurs in the Up per. Pcnmsulu {‘h

percent) and in ¥ ounty a

the other metro[mhlun counties n(

southeastern Michigan (87 per-

cent), ncmrdlm.' to the MES |
edian  total nal

millage for school purposes is 1166 Ny A
mills, with some districts levying ~
s low s and others as

as low as

many as 30 mm [
¢ | “Most m g

THE MEA “ALSO reports that | their boss ;:m:"‘:: d‘:;:::

§2 percent of the districts surveyed
have voted and are levying in 1961- use she's lhudy there.”

and burning homes ap-
an effort to terrorize

doctor
AN

have been advised of

a
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62 local property tax millages for

are ma ng increasing efforts the purpose of repaying bonds marked the regular monthly
through local pu»p& taxation to issued or  school onstruction. ing of the Bloomfield Hills Vil
operate and build new sehools, the These voted debt retirement mill- Commission Tuesday night.
Fesearch division of the Michigan e range from less than one i

h.\\c

ss of
the reported building and site mill-

DISTRICTS REPLYING to the

her indicated that the
I school purposes
pproximately 8 mills

boards. These “voted operational
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show
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Happenings
of Long Ago

Bits of News Gleaned From
Old Files Of The Eccentric

50 YEARS AGO |
Jan. 5, 1912 |

The latest site for the proposed '
disposal plant for the sanitary
sewer plan for which_$25.000 in
bonds was veted last March, is a
few acres of land over the railroad

east greenhouse. The land |
is ownes Slanlo_v Todd and can
be bought or condemned 3

The Village Board h:

ter syphon 3
entirel; ]mr}ﬁvd before it runs into
any water course. |

On Jan, 14, the Episcopal Sunday
S nvited the Sund:
School of the First Presbyte
Church to join with them in a m
sion service. It is hoped Hmt
members of y
will attend;
ited. Dr. W. H.
e address.

Suppose we do add extra fire
escape to the school, is it of any
value unless the scholars are train-
ed to meet these climaxes? By the
, do our students have the fire
s they should?

30 \’E\Rq AGO
32
Approval of  $64.100 budget lnr‘
193:

and _appointment
commissioner  to  fill

millage rates which show voter pose of ac X
approval of millages for operation mn\u\nunk hulldmgﬂ Tmoved to lhlnm\;, am last week, |
and capital outlay beyond the vithout jssuing honds. According automatically becoming  ineligible |
mill mmmuuu.ml limit. | to the MEA, voter approval of the to serve
P i ny ite: millages is the R
most difficult of a Building activity in Birmingham

measured by the value |
dings and alferation for
which permits were issued, fell off
wore than 50 per cent from that
of the vear before, according to the

annual report of T

tor Donald C. Egbert issted We

nesdny.  New  buildings  totaled
$429,400.

my house_man-
aer at I!]mmhvld Township® Park,
ed that nearly 150,060 per-
acilities, either
parties or other
1931, Of these,
1\1!:1
fra-
private

sons used the p
for wolf, picn
ation dmm;:
9127 were guests at partie
in the club house hy soc
ternal - organizations ~and
sroups,

an,
Birmingham's edition has-
ketball team will swing into action
Friduy night when they meet the
East Detroit q\llnld in a game at
Baldwin gymnasium. It will be
the first game of the season for the
local five. Coach Lloyd Cooper has
(See HAPPENINGS, 6-B)

Talk of the Towns

Two weeks ago, 1 tossed out a question for
debate.
I asked local women if they felt the PTA, (
Scouts, Boy Scouts, Brownies, Little Le
Sewing Clubs, Knitting Clubs, Hostess Clubs and
Garden Clubs are worth the time spent on them.
. house
meetings,

should.

<peech

we hhve nothi

This is the first reply:
“Is it worth it all?

“We join because we feel we ought to. We think
we owe it to our children to belong to the PTA,
attend all its meetings, collect funds and chpuffeur
kids for the Little League, become Den mothers,
Girl Scout leaders, etc., ete.,

“We think we should btlom{ to the LWV,
churchwoman’s auxiliary, the garden club, the
theatre groups, ete., etc., ete,

the
art

ET(
Any other t

“We don't really know yhy.

s
“We join and find ourselves sitting through dull
, drinking tea with st

rating committee,
committee,
meetings.

sat down one day and asked myself what T
was accomplishing.

“1 decided right then that the organizatiun life
for my children and myself wasn't worth it.

“I quit it all and got a job eight years ago. Now
Mother and Children are doing fine, thank you.
FUGITIVE FROM THE PTA, ETC, ETC,

By
DENI
SCANLON

We just think we

ngers with whom
ng in common, serving on the deco.
the membership committee, the
going to me meetings,

ings,

N

Kers on the topic?

With the New
reflect on our m
error to them again.

On Christmas our family increased by one: Santa
brought that robot commando and he is bigger than our
youngest daughter. The only good thing about him is
that he doesn’t eat much.

The boss didn’t give me a raise for Christmas, but
he did give me cnp\es of Webster's Dictionary,
Roget’s Thesaurus and Bartlett’s Familiar Quota-
tions. If I weren't a supreme optimist, I might take
it as a hint to improve this corner.

For Christmas the staff of The Eccentric gavé a beauti-
ful fishing rod to the publisher and a Waring blender to
the associate publisher with a comment that it was for
their hobbies. There is a question in the mind of the
associate as to exactly what was meant by it.

Year upon us, it is time to sit back and
1kes in the old year, so,we don't fall

R

THERE WAS much conversation about how wonder-
ful it was to have Christmas on Monday, with a full day
of relaxing before it. It actually separated the commer-
cialism of the season from the Lord’s birthday.

Some people felt that it should be that way all the time
and that legislation to that effect be pas ed. The main
problem of course, is that this matter is only within the
jurisdiction of the highest authority, and it is difficult
to petition that authority for such a change.

Some countries have a holiday the day after (‘hrwtmm,
which I think is a wonderful idea. It could be called Na-
Pick Up Day. After all, we have a day after New
Year's Eve to pick up. ~

i

I HAD THE occasion to watch several boys and girls
go through their loot under the Christmas tree. It was
kind of interesting to see that the first toys they went to
were those nationally advertised on TV, but the presents
they spent the most time with were okl fashioned things
like painting easels, dolls and puppet stages.

As predicted a few weeks ago in this corner, my
own daughter got a beauty parlor set to glamorize
her dolls, and couldn’t understand why the dryer
didn't actually work like it did on television. '

Speaking of my attack on TV ads, the great mass of
readers of this column (my wife) questioned me on how
a newspaper man could criticize TV when we could be
guilty of the same thing.

The answer is quite plain to me. Through the years we
have learned to police our ads against misrepresentation,
and we do not have the means to reach these little folks’
minds. We can only appeal to those who can read, and by
the time one can read he or she is not quite as gullible.

o

I GUESS IT is obvious that the extra day over Christ-
n weekend gave me some time to muse. I wondered why
some vears I got the Christmas spirit early and some
it didn’t come until the night before.
he a er I came up with was that 1 shopped for
Christmas at different times each year, and that the
Christm: pirit came when you did things for others.
With this in mind 1 hope both you and I can keep the
Christmas spirit for the entire coming year.

ST ————

City Beat

By
KEN
WEAVER

What Birmingham needs is a c
mas decorations contest.

Of .this I'm convinced after viewing the many colorful
displays in the Sheffield Estates Subdivision.,

John McGill of the subdivision’s civie association talked
me into helping to judge the association’s fifth annual
contest last week.

So, the Wednesday night after Christmas the other two
judges—Mrs. Kathryn Loomis, president of the Birming-
ham Board of Education, and James E. McGuire, group
art director for MacManus, John & Adams—and I toured
the streets of the subdivision.

After our second trip around, we chose three prize
winners and one honorable mention.

ide Christ-

FIRST PRIZE, $15, went to Mr.
Hardy at 1910 Humphrey.

They had decorated their living room window with a
white wreath and white star, then framed the display by
stringing white lights around the front porch.

After the judging was over, we learned that Mrs. Hardy
had made the wreath with material from a hula hoop and
plastic laundry lm;z% for shirts.

The end result, in my opinion, was a simple but lovely
display.
cond prize, $10, went to the Galen Wickersham home
at 1848 Humphrey, a few doors west of the Hardy hoge.

.
Mrs. William

and

THE CENTER of their front window resembled a
church window. with blue lights forming lha\qhxme of
an arch and with the arch filled with Christmas ca

Again, we learned later that the Wickershams took
leftover material from a round green felt thble.cloth-4nd
framed the entire v\mdo“ with it, cuttingfout lhe TCenter
portion to make way for the decoration.

Third prize, $5, went to the Homer (.lzm'\meyer home,
1502 Melton.

A spotlight shining on a reflector benenth a metallic
stmas tree gave the effect of a rotating tree with
lh,mgmg colors.

Honorable mention went to the Louis M. Randall, Jr.,
home at 1552 Penistone. The house was set off with a,
tree with blue lights at the left of the front yard and a
tree with pink lights at the right.

HOSTS FOR the judging were Mr. and Mrs. John Mc-
Pherson, 1823 Bradford. And as [ write this the thought
of Mrs. McPherson’s home-made Scottish shortbread
lingers deliciously.

The displavs in this subdivision of some 450 homes in
the southeast part of town were many and colorful.

If there were so many fine ones there, think what there
would be in the entire city. That’s why I think there
should be a community-wide contest.

But the judging was difficult, because of the numerous
possible winners.

And that’s why I wouldn't want to'be a judge for a
community-wide contest.




