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Reminder to

Here's a sample of how your taxes can
be kept going up and up and up: simply
because some public officials fail to re-
search deeply enough the various elements
that go to make up a proposed tax-sup-
ported project.

The Oakland County Board of Supervis-
ors proposes to construct an airport that
will contain runw: and an area larger
than the Wayne County airport. That, in-
deed, is an ambitious program . . . and its
ultimate cost to the taxpayers cin go sky-
high!

At the Birmingham Commission
meeting Feb. 12 the Oaklund County air-
port project was under discussion. Commis-
sioner Carl F. Ingraham, who is one of our
four local supervisors, said he favored the
project.

When Mayor Florence H. Willett ques-
tioned him about costs, Ingraham admitted
he had no knowledge of what it would run
to. He did argue, though, that the project
has his support mmfdr as starting it.

NOW, THIS ed|torml is not questioning
the right or the wrong as to whether this
airport is needed. That question is for the
experts. But we do respond with, we hope,
constructive criticism over the apparently
casual concern Ingraham seemed to have
over the possible money involved.

We also believe that the vital interests
of the citizens and taxpayers of Birming-
ham would be served better if our city
commission itself called its own appointed
supervisors in to a meeting, and demanded
from-them more complete facts concerning
this proposed airport—especially its poten-
tial costs.

TO ALLOW THESE supervisors (and
the same situation relates to other Oakland
County cities whose supervisors are ap-
pointed like Birmingham’s) to commit their
local communities to an unknown expendi-
ture of tax money without even a few basic
facts is certainly not good governmental
practice.

Certainly, our city commission would not
allow any of its appointed officials, from
City Manager L. R. Gare on down, to
involve Birmingham in an expenditure that
ultimately might cost our people untold
scores, even hundreds of thousands of
dollars.

Qver many years Birmingham's super-
visors have been appointed in a sort of
routine manner. Most of the time the in-

Supervisors

cumbents have been re-appointed annually.

WOULD IT NOT be wise and fitting, for
example, for every city commission to
press thoughts along this theme to each
supervisor, when appointing them: “We,
elected by the citizens of Birmingham, are
appointing you as supervisors o represent
all of us on our Oakland County Board of
Supervisors. You are to serve both your
city and your county-at-large, of cour:

“But, we wish to remind you, your mos
important responsibility is to remember
the interests of the city you are represent-
ing. This does not mean that you should
not exercise your best judgment in serving
on the county board. We, the comm
also allow, even encourage, other City
ployes in top positions to use their
judgment in many
forming their jobs.

v

“THIS SAME relationship exists among
vou as Birmingham's group of supervisors,
You are very definitely responsible to the
citizens of Bmmnghdm through us, their
elected city commission.

“We want you to report to us at regular
intervals about your work as supervisors.
We especially want to know what the board
is doing that vitally affects Birmingham,
in whatever item of interest to us. We don’t
want you to forget to whom you are re-
sponsible. We have confidence in your in-
dividual and collective abilities to measure
up to your supervisor obligations.

“In an important way, you supervisors
whom we appoint are part of the official
‘team’ that serves our people. It is their
taxes that support whatever, in their name
and for their benefit, we do—whether it be
in the form of a personal service or in the
construction and maintenance of some
physical project.”

WE HAVE PUT the words above in
quotes, as a suggestion for a pattern, a
policy we believe should be brought into
living existence—for the present and the
future.

We join Birmingham citizens and tax-
payers in urging that stronger ties be cre-
ated between our city commission and its
appointed agency known as our supervisors.

Certainly this proposed Oakland County

own
instances while per-

(of free enterprise.
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A speaker very aptly stated,®at
the recent Farmer's Institute in
ir h

Touring various city, village and township meetings
in the last few weeks. [ was impressed by the “extreme-
Iv large” number of the electorate attending to see how
their municipality was run.

1 came to the bitter conclusion that these meetings,
perhaps, should be reported as society news because of
the apparent lack of interest in the governmental whirl.

Therefore . . .

Liquor License Gala

At a recent meeting in the Township of Bloomfield,
which has approximately 23.000 residents, nine inter-
ested citizens were present, six of whom centered thei
interest on approval of a liquor license problem. The By-
ron Gersons of Roval Oak and the Bloomfield Shopping
Plaza brought to the meeting their out-of-town guests
Samuel Rubiner, Paul Saracino. Gerald Emmer and, of
course, their attorney, Oscar Feldman.

The striking Virginia Bearden, in a smart gray dress
also was nrewnt Could she be interested in a sewer in
her area?

Among the other guests in the newly decorated audi-
torium were Robert Green (will he be a candidate?) and
James Hannan of Bloomfield Village.

The remaining agenda could be summed up as six
parts sewer to one part water, with just a twist of roads.

Amid Fire Hall Decor

With a smorgasbord agenda, the Beverly Hills council
entertained five guests. The Bernard Ricks were there—
Mrs. Ricks was wearing an attractive three- quarter
length Persian lamb coat.

On the esquire side Messrs. Lindensmith and Mann
were attired casually, while William Baby was quite
debonair.

The novel ash trays around the hall attracted quite
a bit of attention. They are used as water drains when
the council is not in session.

Festivities at the Former Kelly Mansion

Nine enlightened Lathrupites joined the council in
the stately building, known locally as the House-in-the-
Woods.

Perennial attenders Louise Lathrup Kelley and her
husband were joined by Thomas Munson, Doc Holland
Guy Antonelli, Joseph Finnell, Huber, Earl W.
Foust and latecomer Mrs. John Cnmpbel\

A buffet of topics was served.

Stunning Mayor Hostess

The Lady Mayor and her commission recently enter-
tained 25 fu ts (out of more than 27,000 mvlted) in
the commmswn room of the Birmingham City Hall.

fruit grower and farmer is the
most independent man on earth.

in the same

Frank Passage, general manager
of the Thursday Night Dancing
Club and his fellow laborers are
Justly proud of the succtss of their
Valentine party. One hundred and
twenty-five couples were present.
The club colors, pink and white,
were carried out clear to the ban-
quet hall.
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Within $100 of their goal of $700,
members of the Birmingham Ro-
tary Club plan this week to con-

Paul Hillman, Richard Morley, Beatrice
Kaiser, Allen McCrea and Mr. Joseph Madaras of Davis
St. joined Mr. and Mrs. L. O. Phillips and Mrs. Lala
Kent of Bennaville St. to consider zoning problems.
Among the others interested in the tete-a-tete were Mrs.
H. R. Griffiths, Mr. Louis Rabout, Mrs. Michael Bosak
and Mrs. Clayton Wigle of Ruffner St.

The “young set” was represented by Don Kent, Steve
Beare, Paul Harlan and Paul Wells.

Highlighting the entertainment for the guests were
the burning of trash and the licensing of dancing
schools.

A good time was had by all!

airport, with its ultimate tr ! finan-
cial impact upon every county taxpayer, is
strong argument for strengthening such a
working alliance.

Suburbanite: Typical American

Consider the ftypical American:

In 1910, he lived on a farm; in 1930, in
a small town. Today, he lives in a suburb
—like Birmingham, Beverly Hills, La-
thrup, Bloomfield Hills—of a metropolitan
city.

Today's typical American—the subur-
banite — wants to “put down roots™ in
more ways than one. He wants to know
what is happening in his community and

to have « voice in how his community
develops
Mr. Suburbanite wants to know his

children’s teachers as people, not as face-
less bodies at Seaholm, Groves, Derby,
Adams or Torry.

He wants to know how much the widen-
ing of E. Maple and Southfield roads will
cost him and when he has to pay it, how
much the Twelve Town Drain will cost
and why these improvements are neces-
sary.

Because he wants to be “closer to life”
than is usually possible in the impersonal
atmosphere of a metropolitan city, he is
willing to accept the responsibilities
well as the privileges of that way of life.

o e
NOW, CONSIDER the suburban com-

munity newspaper.
In his new book,
ism,”

“Community Journal-
Professor Kenneth Byerly of the
ity of North Carolina Journalism
School says these goals of getting closer
to life are difficult to obtain without a
strong local newspaper—such as The Bir-
mingham Eccentric.

Byerly tells of the reactions of residents
in a New York city when its newspaper
ceased publication.

He quoted a minister: “It's like half-
living to be without your own commu-
nity’s news. How do you get people inter-
ested in community projects?

“How do you know who stands for
what, and why

He quoted a civic leader: “If our paper
had still been publishing, that plant

wouldn’t have closed. Our town has no
public voice now. Our vi spark is gone.”
A candidate for local office sai The
past election was the deadest ever. How
do you reach the people? How can they
know the \ue"‘.‘ You can’t talk to them

all m person.” .
S THE OLD ~4U||\ nl' not missing the

\mlm till the well ran dry: These feelings
were expressed AFTER the paper had
ceased publication for lack of public sup-

port.

Obviously, a community voice require
two basic things—something to say, and
someone to listen and respond to it.

It is the responsibility of The Birming
ham Eccentric to be more than a gossip
sheet; more than a reporter of local meet-
ings, weddings and basketball scores.

To have “something to sa i
vital to the community’s growth, <Ip\f~lnp-
ment and welfare—and to say it clearly
and completely—is the major function of
this, the local suburban newspaper.

THE SUBURBAN communit
evolving. It is the responsibility
suburban newspaper (jn our case, The
Eccentric) to report, and interpret the
various problems and accomplishments of
that evolvement—and to offer its readers
direction and leadership by stating opin-
ions on them in its editorial columns.

From time to time The Eccentric will
bring to the attention of our readers, in
editorials such as this, the various kinds
of responsibility which we believe the
suburban newspaper has.

‘As in all forms of communication, there
must be a “sender,” this newspaper; but
there also must be a “receiver,” vou the
reader, who will read, discuss, agree or
disagree with our tenets.

Only through active TWO-WAY com-
munication can this newspaper be a true
Birmingham-Bloomfield community voice,
and Birmingham-Bloomfield the kind of
community we want it to be.

is still
of the
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tinue their house-to-house canvass
for dollar memberships in the Oak-
land County Society for Crippled

ildren, according to Walter Con-
nom, who is assisting in the cam
paign. The Birmingham campaign
is part of a county-wide drive to

raise $2,000 which will provide
med are and treatment for
approximately 175 crippled chil-

dren in the rount.y

axicab companies operating in
mingham won a distinct victory
Monday night when the Village
Commission voted to instruct the
attorney to draft an amendment
to the present taxi-cab ordinance
which will materially reduce the
amount of liability insurance they
are required to carry.

Music and literature have oc-
cupied places on the program of
mingham Business Wome
r the past two weeks. Junphl
ve two tenor solos at|
Vednesday’s meeting last week
wd Mrs. €. Kenneth Bell of Green-
wood Ave.,"told the life story of a
ook from the time it is submitted
to the publisher until placed
on the library shelf. Mrs. Bell
spoke at yesterday’s meeting.

15 YEARS AGO

Feb. 20, 1947

Motorists who presently park
their automobiles on any one of
Birmingham's 14 through streets

“Here's the color—and | need just snough to re-do

the seat of the chair I'm painting!”

had better make arrangements to
park them elsewhere or find them-
selves with a parking violations
Within a short time, the
(See HAPPENINGS, 4-B)

Talk of the Towns

A Beverly Hills tot walking with her
father a day last week and discovered a dollar on
the sidewalk.

Curious dad asked her what she planned to do
with it, suggesting that she put it in the bank
The youngster agreed. That was what she should
do.

Later that evening she cozied up to him.

‘Dad,” she started. I don’t think P'll put that
dollar in the bank. I think I'll put it in my purse
cause u girl never knows when she'll need a
dollar these days.

was

To answer the many, many queries—Detroit’s
chapter of Theta Sigma Phi, the national journal-
ism group for women, will hold its annual book
fair on Tuesday, March 27 beginning at 10 am.
at the Detroit Press Club facilities at the Detroit
Lelund Hotel.

Two weeks ago a plen went this

out, via

column, for books to be donated. Call it a “teaset
tech ) (or. what it was—
an oversight) age still is: donate
books and come to the fair.

A close-editing Eccentric reporter this week
was working on a column sent in by a student
correspondent

One of the items stated: “Fluoride treatments
are being applied to the last of the eighth grade
students.”

Paper place mats at Devon Gables drew an |
interesting comment from a young diner last week

Studying the printed material about Mexico
that appears on the table savers, the would-be
tourist told her adult companions, “Mexico must |
be a swell place to live. There's a lnl of dessert |
and you can learn to dance the siest

City Beat

WEAVER

Looking over past issues of The Eccentric the other day,
I came across a Page One item on Feb. 16, 1912, that said
John McCarrol had requested a reprint of the following
by a Walter Mason:

“Our home is rather humble, Maud; the roof is on the
bum; the kitchen table’s wapper-jawed—the chairs are
out of plumb.

“The stairway railing is badly hacked, the screen door
has no catch. Our crockery is mostly cracked, the glass-
ware doesn't match.

“I do not blame you that you sigh and shed a tear that
smarts when you see rich dames go by in joyous chug-
chug ¢ We have this comfort though, my pet, a joy
that never sours; we're absolutely out of debt and what
we have is ou
I'd rather use a s back chair, attired in garments
frayed, than loll on divans rich and rare for which I
hadn't paid. Some day 1 hope to take you, dear, a trip
around the globe; and then yvou'll make the queens look
queer when in your Ju“ elled robe; but till I can raise the
price to give vou gems, my pet; lh1~ cheap John lay-out
must suffice, I will nut "go in debt.

AT A RECENT Birmingham (
there was this hand-out, called

Father, must I go out to work?

No! No! My darling son.

We're living now on Easy

With Funds from Washington.

We're cared for now by Uncle Sam,

We do not need to eare a damn
Because we're subsidized.

But if he's going to treat us well
And give us milk and honey

Please tell me, father, where the hell
He's going to get the money?

Don’t worry, child, there is no hitch
About this glorious plan,

He'll get the money from the rich
To help the common man.

But, father, won't there come a time,
If we take all their h
And they are left without a dime,
When things will go to smash?

You need a lot of seasoning,
You nosey little brat,
You do too damn much reasoning
To be a Democrat!!
CONVERSATION OVERHEARD
shop:
Rock and Roller—"“Are you the barber who cut my
(See CITY BEAT, 4-B)

in a local barber




