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Citizen Level Leadership

George Romney is a citizens’ man.

He comes to the political forefront as
a citizen interested in government, con-
cerned with the problems of Michigan from
the citizens’ point of view.

He recognizes that honest, progressive,
efficient and effective government stems
from a citizenry with a sense of civic re-
sponsibility.

He recognizes within himself this same
sense of responsibility. So he is responsive
to it in his fellow citizens.

He realizes that it takes leadership of
exceptional quality to instill in the people
a desire for that type of government and
to guide them on the thorn-strewn path to
it.

He believes he has that quality of leader-
ship.

ROMNEY CERTAINLY is not a politi-
cally indoctrinated or politically trained
candidate. He has made no career of poli-
tics.

He epitomizes the private citizen who
enters into the field of public service be-
cause he feels he has something to offer
and wants an opportunity to do so.

Romney is a successful business execu-
tive, having risen to the top positions of
his auto manufacturing company. He is a
leader in his church. He is a family man.

He is a man with a magnetic personality
and the intelligence to accompany it.

WHEN ROMNEY became acutely aware
of Michigan’s financial difficulties,” he
sought to do something about them. He
believed he could offer some constructive
assistance.

Realizing that if long-lasting solutions
were to be reached, Romney decided that
any action to be taken would have to come
from the citizen level.

So, he organized a citizens' group, now
widely known as Citizens for Michigan.
Through his work with this organization,
Romney has gained an intensive knowledge
of the state’s governmental make-up, its
characteristics and its problems.

The key point is that he acquired this
knowledge as a private citizen interested in
and desiring to do something to better his
state government—not as a politi, seek-
ing to further his career.

THROUGH THE citizens’ group, Rom-
ney worked vigorously for establishment
of a constitutional convention. Now that
convention is in session, engaged in the
important job of rewriting Michigan’s aged
constitution.

Romney serves as a delegate and one of
three vice presidents. Again, the citizen
interested in the present and future welfare
of his fellow citizens has exerted his lead-
ership. .

He is attempting to apply the citizen ap-
proach in revising that document, to mod-
ernize it according to the thinking of
today’s citizenry.

AT A CRUCIAL point in their history,
the people of Michigan are fortunate to
have a citizen-oriented man assuming this
role of leadership.

They can accept that leadership, because
George Romney is first and foremost a citi-
zens' man,

Let's Improve Our Jury System

The Oakland County Bar Association
has voiced criticism of the present method
of selection of jurors for our circuit courts.

Under the existing law the clerks of the
cities and townships of the county must
once a year prepare a list of jurors from
the assessment roles in the number of one
for each 400 inhabitants.

The jurors must be “of good character,
of approved integrity, of sound judgment,
and well informed and conversant with the
English language, and free from all legal
exceptions, and who have not made, and
in whose behalf there has not been made
... any application to be selected . . . as
jurors.”

The law further states that the clerks
shall avoid selecting people who had served
as jurors the previous year,

The jurors selected are paid $8 a day
while serving.

PR

BASICALLY, THE law leaves the se-
lection entirely in the hands of the clerks.
The Bar Association feels that the same
people are being selected each year. It is
easier for the clerk to select someone he
knows would.like to serve, than to alienate
someone who mjght feel he hnsn t the time
to serve the community.

This practice, attorneys allege, leads to
having juries comprised mostly of elderly
people, mostly women, who are retired and

come from rural communities. This would
have the effect of keeping the dollar
amount of judgment awards at a mini-
mum.

TO BRING WHAT they feel is justice
back into the courts, a committee of the
Bar Association has prepared legislation to
have jurors selected by an independent
Jjury commission, similar to Wayne County.

The commissioners would be selected by
the five circuit judges and would select and
interview all prospective jurors, taken by
the commission from voter registration
lists.

There are two hurdles to cross before
this commission could become a reality.
First, the Bar will seek the support of the
county supervisors who would have to
appropriate funds for the project.

The second would be passage of enabling
legislation by the state legislature. With
the backing of the county board of super-
visors this would be no problem.

THE ECCENTRIC has observed the
tendency of lawyers to avoid trying cases
in our county because of the fear of our
present ju‘r}-selecting system. This in no
way promotes the spirit of justice.

Therefore, we wish to go on record ap-
proving a jury commission, and to encour-
age our supervisors to do what is necessary
to secure this end.

From The Eccentric's Point of View ...

Elimination of tariffs among those European
nations that will comprise the Common Market
will place them in the economic status, finally, as
it now is within the United States. Being part
of one nation, our 50 states cannot erect tariff
barriers, so goods and services created in any
one of them may (if it meets the competitive
values and prices) be offered in all of them,

competition with goods and services created within
each. If honesty and fair dealing and a minimum

selves to a program of greater efficiency and eco-
nomy. That idea met with almost unanimous
national citizen approval. How much savings
can be effected is not yet known . but we re-
member when the late Gov. Kim Sigler issued a
similar request to Michigan's bureaucrats back
in 1947, Michigan then had about 19,000 people
on its payroll. (Now has over 32,000). Sigler
requested that all department heads reply to this
question: “How many people can you cleminate

of government controls is effected, the
public should be the beneficiaries. But let's wait
and see—and wait and see how much, or little,
US. tariff walls will come tumbling down. The
European Common Market certainly is going to
work hardship upon some U.S. businesses—und
this means hardships for many workers and their
families, too.

See where singer Sinatra, 46, is going to mar-
Ty a 25-year-old movie actress who, in “Can-Can”,
seems to have kicked her way into Frankie's
matrimonial inclinations, After three tries at the
altar, wonder if Sinatra’s voice will change as he
croons a love song to tape or reconls.

Recently President Kennedy requested that the
multitude of federal bureaucracies devote them-

from your yet perform efficiently ?”
He gave them 90 days to reply. When the replies
were all added up, how much “surplus” do you
think there was? . . . the total was exactly NINE.
(Thus, you see, “bureaucracy always is strongly
entrenched.”)

Though I look with high hope to the peaple who
cope with our troubles from Cuba to Siam . . .
what I view with dismay is that possibly they
are not a lot smarter than I am. (Bert Penny in
Wall St. Journal.)

To those who believe that Communism takes
over a country from the outside, remember that
Cuba was taken over by an organized group of
Cubans; the same for China,,Hungary, Yugo-
slavia, North Viet Nam, and ulso Russia itself.
Uncle Sam: Beware!
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If people get confused about names and faces
at Birmingham’s St. James Epsicopal Church, it's
no wonder.

Dr. Kenneth H. Gass is rector of the church.
Charles Kass has been the senior warden of the
vestry. Since January, however, Kass has retired
from the position and turned it over to another
gentleman—Siffrein Vass.

.

Another item along religious lines came
last week from a Bloomfield Township mother
who overheard Daughter No. 2 (age five) asking
Daughter No. 1 (age seven) a rather baffling
question.

“If God is God, then who is Jesu:
one asked.

Listening intently for the answer to this ques-
the mother was surprised to hea

“Well, Jesus is God's maiden name.

e

There are negotiations afool these days that
women in these parts might well be interested in.

Continuing the female's age-old ‘campaign for
equality, some 300 women went to Lansing last

the little

ti

Talk of the Towns

By
DENI
SCANLON

week in a soft approach plan to back a bill that
would make it a misdemeanor for an employer
to pay a woman less than a man receives for the
same  job.

Members of the Michigan Federation of Bus-
iness and Professional Women’s Clubs—including
some from this area—met with legislators to re-
mind them that the fight for women’s rights is
not a dead issue.

The bills, sponsored by Sen. Philip Rahoi (D-
Tron Mountain) and Rep. Marie L. Hager (R-
Lansing), would reinforce prohibition of diserim-
ination in salaries because of the sex of the
employee.

A public hearing was scheduled Wednesday be-
fore the House judiciary committee. If you gals

Suburban o
Sidelights oo

An open letter to John B. Swainson, Governor of the
State of Michigan:

Dear Governor:

I have read with interest your proposed tax package
to cure the ills of our great state. After taking out my
pencil and adding up your program, I find that not only
will it cost me, as a citizen, more money to live in Michi-
gan, but also when I'm through paying, the state will be
in more of a financial cris

Your proposed three per cent corporate and personal
income tax, pluq a five per cent tax on financial institu-
tions will raise, according to your figures, $306 million.
Your extra one-half per cent corporate and personal in-
come tax for municipalities would raise an extra $51
million but wouldn’t help the state’s finaneial picture.

0 balance the new taxes, you proposed to repeal the
Busmess Activities Tax ($72 million), exempt manufac-
turing machinery and equipment from personal property
tax ($65 million) and exempt food and drugs from sales
and use taxes ($95 million).

This would leave the state with 71 million new dollars
after subtracting the discarded taxes and cost of admin-
istration from the new tax.

P

HOWEVER, GOVERNOR, you have proposed a budget
for 196263 for the state of $528 million. Your commis-
sioner of revenue has estimated revenue without additional
taxes will be $4562.4 million. This would mean that your
proposed program would be $5 million out of

We were §71 million in debt at the end of the last ﬁscnl
vear.' The commissioner of the Department of Revenue
predicts a deficit of $24.3 million this year. Before your
program would go into effect the state would be about $96
million in debt.

Your program would add $5 million to this figure.

MANY OF US were romnnced by the thought that an
income tax would solve all our ills; but, Governor, you
have shown that it won’t. It will only open the door to
more ipendm

Fiseal refnrm is not crenling new taxes o spend
more money. Fiscal reform is trying to relieve an
unfair nnnorhonment of taxes, and most important,
living within our means with a little left over to pay
off our deficit,

Isn’t it about time you used your potential leadership
to show the way to res(ormx ﬁnanclal responmblhty by
hﬂ\'lnﬂ your ative staff c

Isn’t it time to admit that our revenues are not what
you would like them to be, and to prepare a budget that
is honestly balanced as required by the law of our state?

Don’'t we, as your constituents, deserve a better pro-
gram than you have presented?

Sincerely yours,
A. Suburbanite

By
KEN
WEAVER

City Beat

Ay

An English teacher once said, “Avoid beginning sen-
tences with the word ‘the.”

Then a newspaper copy editor said, “Don’t start para-
graphs with ‘the’.”

So, a reporter began leaving “the” out of his stories
almost entirely. Other writers followed s

Today, the war against that little thre&letter word
rages full blast.

The poor thing is all but obliterated. You see sentences
like this, for example:

“Council last night amended the zoning ordinance.”

So what wrong with saying, “The council last
night .

“THE” IS A useful word It has a very definite pur-
pose—English teachers call it an “article”; it is used to
introduce a noun.

Used properly, 1t is just as good a word as any other.

Used too ofte! becomes just as meaningless as any
other word that is used too often.

And that is where the trouble lies. We writers have
become so fearful of over-using the word that we under-
use it! We leave it out when it should 5

Somebody got the crazy idea that our style becomes
more professional when we start a sentence or paragraph
omitting “the.”

Which factor, I believe, serves to illustrate the major
fault of newspaper writing today:

We are more concerned with HOW we are writing
than in WHAT we are writing.

Becoming overly involved in our constructien of a
story, we forget that the reader seeks mfnrmatnm nther
than a masterful piece of writing.

If a reporter is capable of getting his facts (all nf them)
stated clearly and accurately—and at the same time man-
ages to write them in a clever, appealing style—-he finds
his stories are well read.

But if he manages nnly a clever style, he lacks readers.

PUNCTUATION QERVES as another example of our
subordination of contents to method of writing.

Somebody complained that we used too much punctua-
tion.

So now, we under-punctuate.

We force the reader to wade through a sentence with-
out the aid of punctuation marks to help make our mean-
ing clear. |

Part of this, of course, stems from a lack of knowledge
of punctuation. Some of us just don’t know how to
tuate. Sometimes that’s our fault; sometimes it’s the
teacher's fault.

A

IN THE PROFESSION. we place considerable em-
phasis on the beginning of a story—the “lead,” we call it.

The “lead,” we say, should have punch. It should be
short and to the point. It should be designed to entice the
reader hurriedly into the bulk of the story.

This is good. But unfortunately, every news story does
not lend itself to this type of writing.

So what do we do? Sometimes, we contrive what we
think is an eye-catching lead

This only defeats our purpose, because the reader is
quick to see that he has been duped—that what was writ-

are for this, talk or write to your rep

Needless to say, Rep. Henry M. Hogan Jr.,
(who's on the judiciary committee) heard a few
words from the feminine side of The Eccentric's
news department. Our associate publisher, Hogan
is considering our comments.

Remember Hank, you'll be sharing this office
with us for a long time,

ten so in the ‘“lead” has nothing to do
with the rest of the story. He resents the contrivance.

Whenever the reader’s attention is called to the method,
or style, of writing rather than to the contents, the writer
has failed in his job of communicating.

PART OF THE trouble, too, I think, is that our world
(See CITY BEAT, 4-B)




