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B’ham

Area to Observe .

Holiday;
Sing on

The hustle and bustle that has
prevailed in  the Birmingham-
Rloomfield area during the past
few weeks will come to a stop
Monday as residents prepare to
observe the Christmas season.

Area churches will join many
others around the world in_com-
memorating the Birth of Christ.
A complete list of church services
may be found on pages 6, T-

The Birmingham Musicale will
again sponsor the annual Christ-

W. H. McGAUGHEY

League Elects
McGaughey
As President

William  H. McGaughey, vi
president of American Motors
Corp., has been elected president
of the Oakland Citizens League, a
wroup
working for better government in

Oukland County. til
McGaughey, who lives at 131
Guilford, was

Bloomfield H
formerly vic
jeague and chairman of its publi-
cation committee. The committee
issues the Oakland Citizens League
Bulletin, which includes the rat-
ings of Oakland County candidates
for public office at the county-wide
level and for state and regional
offices.

ELECTED vice president was
‘Ward Ouradnik, 347 North Eton.
Birmingham. Ouradnik’s efforts us
membership chairman in the past
weeks has resulted in more than
100 new members on the league’s
membership rolls.

New directors clected to the|
Teague hoard are G. H. Van I[cngn] i

Pleasant -Ridge, and Ricl
Ruppel, 150 Guilford, m.mmmm
Hills.

The league was founded in 1936
by Heny Booth, a trustee of the
Cranbrook Foundation and a leader
in civie affairs in Oakland County.
The league’s headquarters are at|
5 ommunity National Bank
Pontiac.

Building,

Monday

president of the Township will be open until noon.

The Nation's Top Prize-Winning Suburban Weckly

SECTION A

10 CENTS

Carol :

mas Eve Carol Sing in Shain Park

at 5:30 p.m. \Iunday

MUNICIPLE Mﬁces‘
and most stores will be closed to
allow employes to be at home with
their families.

An ¢ vacation will begin
for Birmingham  Public
School students Friday at the end |
of the school day.

Most stores in Birmingham will

close at their no:
Christmas  Eve and will reopen
Wednesday —morning. Merchants
have set Jan. 3 as the deadline for
exchanging gifts.

THE BIRMINGHAM CHAMBER
of Commerce office reports that it
has received a flood of compliments
from the public on this year’s
Christmas decorations. The small
white lights on the trees in the
owntown area have drawn speciul|
praise. The Birmingham City |
Commission also lauded the mer- |
chants for th s
Ve and township halls |
ave set office hours
for the day before Christmas and
for Dec. 31. i

o Monday, the municipal offices

Birmingham, Bloomfield Hills,
ll]nnn\ﬁold Township and Lathrup
will be open until noon. In the City |
of Southfield, hours will be main-
tained until 4 p.m.; but offices will |
be closed all day in Beverly Hills
and in Southfield and West Bloom-
field townships.

ON DEC. 31, Birmiingham city
hail will be open until noon. Bloom-
field Hills, Lathrup and West
Bloomfield and Southfield town-|
ships will be open throughout the
d .\ml the City of Southfield un-

.m.
mr.m will be closed in Bevulyl
Hills all day and in Bloomfield |

In the later community, however,
Clerk Deloris Little will be on duty e
until 4 p.m., the deadline for filing |
petitions for the township elect n..nl
in February.

IN THE township area, only B lgubts Firarte
three communities have meetings M oA

scheduled normally for the fourth|
Monday of the month.

Lathrup last month switched its
meeting nights to the first and

Wicliswnn O [H0777

third Mondays for December only. ta

Bingham Farms moved its meeting

up o the third Monday and| DISPLAY ADVERTISING

Bloomfield Township changed the '/[47;
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Police Continue eodton
Investigation of

Window-Breaking

Birmingham police are still in-
vestig: malicious destruction

Feb. 18 Deadline
To File Petitions

Filing deadline for nominating
petitions for Birmingham city offi-
ces is 4 p.m. Monday, Feb. 18,

A 196 amendment to H\l- SLdLL
Election Law  prov the
e e Bied o Tnter than th
date of the spring primary. "This
means that petitions must be filed
by the Monday date rather than
Saturday, Feb. 23, the former fl-
ing deadline.

Birmingham's  spring election
will be held on April 1. Three
Birmingham commission seats ur-
rently held by Mayor Florence H.
Willett, William H. Burgum and
illiam E. Roberts, will be filled
at the election.

Amusements 4,5

Arts of Living Page 1D
Bridge 2.0
Business News E
Church 6, 7-B|
City Beat 1-B
Classified Ads 7-E

College News C

Down to Earth
Eccentricities
Editorials
Homemaking

of property complaints that might
involve three Birmingham youths.
E~txl!luu\ of the total amount of
damage have now climbed to more
than s ,500.
Awaiting examination in munici-
pal court are Duvid A. Staudt, 20,
of § Kellen lnnn, Bloomfield
Tu\\n\hlp Walter H. y, 19, of
73 Westchester, lllrmlnzhlm. and
l(nhert K. Ross, 19, of 599 Merritt
Lane, Birmingham.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
e
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& Commsit

TH RIO had gone on a brick-
throwing-pellet gun-shooting spree
in the Birmingham area Dec. 10
that damaged at least six automo-|
biles, three homes and 11 business

places.
Police are also investigating a IUSINESS OFFICE
broken window complaint at Bar-| (7 vous Fhsonbod

num Junior High but the boys said
they did not break any school|

windows.
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[Planners Say

Man Charged with Detroit Murder

"Aeccused in Death

‘NO to Zonmg Of Mother-in-law

‘For Motel

BLOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP
A decisi

A Birmingham resident and

of Big Beaver Road from office to| _ Robert M. Thorson of 21u2~
general business classification has| Buckingham is charged

| been made by the Bloomfield Town- the Dec. murder ni \‘[rs

| ship Planning Commission. Dorothy M. Thomas. M

| The ruling by the seven-man Thomas was found beaten and
board, handed down 3 special |strangled in her home at 9173
meeting Monday night, was unan

meeti Appoline, Detroit
, Thorson, 31, stood |mute at his

The commission's decision, if Up- 4 raienment beforc Recorders
held by the township board, Pre- Court Judge W, “d\“y Skiliman.
cludes plans by the property awn-| &Ly of funocent was entered
er, Marvin Danto, to develop the wehalf and the (\dmlmmn g
property as the site of a $1,800,000 | sot for Dec.
luxury restaurant and motor-hotel.

John Gilray, attorney for Danto,
stated that he would file a petition
to bring the matter before the
tawnship hoard.

“The planning commission deci-
sion is only a recommendation to|
the township board,” he sai

AN EMPLOYEE of u Birming-
ham investment firm, Thorson ap-
peared at Detroit Police Head-
| quarters Monday night at the re-|
quest of detectives, Police said that

since the murder teams of detec-
\um had been probing into Thor-
|son’s background and his dealings |
with his mother-in-law

Wayne County Assistant Prose-
cutor Max Silverman, who is in
u!) arge of the made no ~Lnle~
ment and did not discuss the case|
with Thorson's attorney, Walter|

i

TWO OTHER decisions were
handed down at the planning com-
mission meeting, which took place
afler the adjournment of two
scheduled public hearings.

The commission denied a request
to rezone Maple Avenue property

g

t of Telegraph from office to| of Birminghan.
general businews. Rezoning was|, Siverman told ‘the E
Wednesday morning that he could

requested to allow erection of ex

panded husiness facilities for| 1Ot “diseuss the de

| Damman’s Hardware. at the present time.
refused recla: e

downgrading of 125 a - M HOMAS, 62,

ams Rowd property south of Chapel dead on the

room

s of the case

and |
was found

of her dining
Although part of the home|
idence.. This rezoning re. been  runsacked, upparently|
quest was the subject of one of the Nothing of value
| public hearings held earlier in the V¢! the money
evening. Her hushand,

July

ALL THREE of the rezoning mated at $70,000. Silverman said

| requesta denied by the commission that Thorson b hndlcd some fi-
have had vigorous opposition from " o Thomas.
residents of adjoining areas. tor test|given to Thor-
Some 100 residents of Chapel ™ inconclusive,  police
Hills subdivision were present at

floor

had

proved
4, because of his nervous condi-

| the public heating to oppose lower. tion. A similar test given to his
ing of the residential classification Wif¢. Joan, showed o deception,
according to |m‘lll‘

0 residents appeared at M f
the Dec. 8 public hearing on the THORSON W \\ involved in a

[ Maple property. They opposed en- minor traffic accident the morning

Inf the Adams property.

| croachment of property to the after his mother-in-law’s ~death. |
boundaries of Thorncrest subdivi- His car skidded into a tree on|
sion. | Woodward in Bloomfield Hills. |

He was treated at St. Joseph|
EVEN MORE controversial has Hospital and kept overnight, S

been the rezoning of the Wood- verman said. Police were not al-

ward Avenue property. lowed to talk to Thorson while he
At a public hearing Dec. 3, more was hospitalized, according to Sil-

than 100 neighborhood residents verman, but other persons had en-

appeared t oppose its rezoning. tered the room.

They presented the planning com-  Friends and business associates

mis
‘ (See MOTEL,

arrest
Active in commupity afairs,
is a member of the Junior Cha
ber of Commerce and on the hoard
Ih[ l{un Crd.,h of the Exchange Club,
al weeks ago, he had taken
(Al E . nm n \h‘ decorating of the down-
|4 a[al- Pol“ge |town area store fronts along with
? other members of the Jaycees.

. | el
eek Drlver | IT WAS learned that he
| [ partly responsible for the
|, [tion ‘of the service| club s
| A 89-year-old Kingsley Inn em-{he Birmingham city limi
ployee was killed in a hit-and-run| Ope  Birmingham businessman
‘nuulunl early Wednesday morning (,id that he had had dinner with
on Woodward near Trowbridge in Thorson last week and di\
| Bloomfield ~ Hills, { the death of Mrs.

The dead man is Melvin Letrich He said that Thorson had »ocmed
|of Madison Heights, who was em- decply sorrowed at the death.
|ployed as captain of waiters and
| waitresses at the restaurant, lo-
cated at 1495 Woodward.

Although there were no wit-
|nesses to the accident, Bloomficld
|Hills  police picced together this
|chain of events:

Letrich left work at 1:30 am.|
[He stopped at Woodward and
| Trowbridge to check a flat tire on
[the front of his car. ~Another|
southbound vehicle struck the rear |
lof Letrich’s car, hit the vic
throwing him 69 feet from tm
| point of impact. He was killed in- Gentlemen:
stantly. I appreciate the fact that you

| gentlemen are busy with the com-

CAPTAIN w,ne, Sluiter, in plex problems of municipal govern-
|charge of the invegtigation, said ment. However, I would like you to
it was very foggy at the scene of #ive consideration to my personal |
|the accident. He said Hills police |problem.
are checking out several leads in| For as lorig as 1
an attempt to find the hit-and-run I have been con
driver. seasonable busines:

One clue to the identity of the have had very lif
car involved is traces of eggshell municipal authoritigs. No doubt due
blue paint found by police on the to the fact that my business has
rear bumper of Letrich’s vehicle. been conducted after regular City
| Sluiter urged that anyone hav-|efice hours. )
ing information that might lead to| This year, 1 began checking
the apprehension of the hit-and-|early in October with the various
run driver contact the Rloomfield dtparlmrnu of the City. My call
Hills police immediately. s first referred to the Personal

The victim was married and the Uepnrtmenl
father of five children. Police said| I talked with a Mr. Kenning, the
that Letrich had no life insurance |personnel officer. I tried to explain

1-A)

was

This letter, postmarked
The North Pole,”” was sent
to the Birmingham City
Commission this week.

can remember,
jucting a very
on Dec. 24 and
difficulty with

on to refuse rezoning of County Jail waiting examination on
Woodward Avenue frontage south murder in the death of his mother-in

had been taken,|

nd had left an estate esti-|

jion with w petition signed by of Thorson's were stunned by his|

By LARRY EVOE
City Editor

businessman is in the Wayne
a charge of first-degree
w.

* Inauguration
Plans Told;

- Train Ready

George W. Romney, the Bloom-
ﬁdd Hills resident who unseated

he Democrats after 156 years, will
buume Michigan's 44th governot in
a two-minute ceremony in Lansing
on New Year's Day.

At paproximately 12:15 pm.,
he will repeat the 40-word oath
preseribed by the Michigan Consti-
tution. It will be administered by
the chief justice of the Michigan
Supreme Court.

Romney will become the state’s
chief exceutive in a ceremony noted

GEORGE
for its extreme simplicity and dig-
nity on a day that traditionally is
reserved for hours of old-fashioned
aity.

W. ROMNEY

INAUGURAL officials say the
imple, dignified moment” will
highlight a day patterned after
the old-fashioned inauguration,
complete with military pomp, an
official state luncheon and a grand
ball.

Chief Justice Leland W. Carr, a
Lansing resident, will officiate for
the third time during his 17%-year ~
career on the high court.

He officiated at the
auguration of
and at the last inauguration of a
Republican, Kim Sigler, in 1947,

residents to the inauguration who

" don’t wish to drive their own car:

It will leave Detroit at
and will stop in Royal Oal
mingham and Pontiac before arriv-
ing ut the Capitol for the cere-
monies.

The seven-car special train was
urranged for by Dale Hunsen, for-
mer Detroit Lions player. 1t will

"| have room for 300 and will remain

at u siding six blocks from the
capitol.

The train will leave Lansing at
2:30 a.m. for the return trip and
arrive in Detroit at 2:30 a.m.
PLANS CALL for the inaugura~

(See PLANS, 1-A)

Now Here’s a Gent
With a Real Problem

and for some reason or other he
kept insisting that I must be the
business agent for the employes.
I could never quite get through to
this ma

(See PROBLEM, 7-4)

Early Deadiines
In Effect for
Dec. 27 Issue

So that our employes may
enjny the Christmas holi-
day, The Birmingham Ec-
centrlc offices will close at
p.m. Monday and will be
nloqed all day Tuesday.

All deadlines for our Dec.
27 issue have been
advanced. Advertisers and
news contributors are urged
to submit their copy as

and his family was entirely de-|that I was interested in seeing
pendent on his income. | that no one was forgotten this yeat |

early as possible.




