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by George R. Averill
‘A Good Samaritan’ |
1 knew this young person when
she was 4 toddler . . . a lovely -
little girl who grew up in Bir- &
mingham to become a respec(ems
and loved young woman. She adored |
her slightly older sister; she was &
an inspiration to her parents . . . %
her friends were many, and en- .
during. |
In the vigorous splendor of young‘;
womanhood, a dozen years ago, she
was stricken with an illness that |’
almost became fatal . . . but she &
made much recovery from it, and |
was able to get about . . . and in‘y
her going ahout, she “went about | &
doing good for others.” She affili-| &
ated herself with several voluntary |
organizations whose objectiveswere |
to aid the sick and the distressed, &
the young and the old. i
A year ago another physical ill-|
ness affected her health . . . finally, |
she became painfully bed-ridden. | &
Yet, through all the years of her |
physical hundicaps, this young!
woman remained a_cheerful, an
optimistic person. 1
often — and always she smiled
her greeting; she never complained,
never spoke bitterly about
problems that beset her. Last week
she entered into enduring n-::L,‘
peace. |
The life and the personality of
Mary Louise Taylor provided an|
inspiring impact upon all ~who|
knew her. She lived above the con-

visited her |

the '

By NITA HARD
Special Writer

WOOD CREEK FARMS—
Ripped up the middle by
traffic teeming along busy
Northwestern Highway, Wood
Creek Farms village never-
theless thrives on together-
ness, tidiness and thrift.

The one square mile be-
tween 13 and 12 Mile roads,
Inkster and Middlebelt is a
sterling example of good
housekeeping, physically and
financially.

To keep uncomplicated,
though incorporated, Waod
Creek Farms stays non-tax-
icated.

And has, ever since it
adopted a home rule village
charter in 1957.

A FRINGE area of Farm-
ington Township, the village
has never felt a need to
exercise its three mill limita-
tion, choosing instead to live
within the means provided by
state funds, roughly $5,000 a
year for the general operat-
ing budget from sales and
intangibles taxes and about
$7,400 for roads from gasoline
and weight rebates.

The 1962 assessed valua-
tion of Wood Creek’s road
property (50 per cent de-
veloped dcreage) is $1,117,760
according  to Farmington
Township rolls. Totally resi-
dential, and fiercely hoping

|
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fining bondage of ordinary criti-|§ to stay that way, it has a
rism‘; she lefves mcmoriegyu! the | Personal property \{alunl}\]ﬂn
blessings of a life that was lifted of $19,058. Considering t at
above personal selfishness. She ;"“‘ covers only about 100
proved her divinity in her charity. h'""‘" ”:3 ; p"-f," ation .
She was, indeed, “A Good Samari- §  barely 700, the village is no
tan’! | exactly poverty stricken.

. ! WITH SLIGHTLY over 5.2

Know what happens to an |5 ynilés of gravel roads, the

intoxicated automobile
in San Salvador? This
island, first sighted by Chris
Calumbus, requires that drunk-
en drivers allow themselves to
be escorted to a position in
front of a thick and a wide
wall where, without further
ado, a firing squad targets in
on such offenders. Seems as

rev—

though San Salvador is apposed é maintenance.
to dronken auto drivers! 18 ™ True, Wood Creek Farnis
_— |7 is dependent upon other com-

Spain, for many years, has been || munities for its schools,
run by a dictator whose name is | church, police and fire pro-
Mister Franco. This chap, getting | tection however, its residents
along in years and really not too liberally and conscientiously
well these days, is thinking about ', lend support to show their
proclaiming Don Juan as Regent | appreciation.
of Spain, with the latter’s son Don P

Carlos becoming king in 1965, USING A room at the
Apparently, Franco is afraid to & Sarah Fisher - St. Vincent
try the demacratic process of self-| @ Home for council meetings

government—for the simple reason
that if the masses were to take !
over, they might put Mr. Franco
in a nice, big, cold, safe and secure |
prison. (Such is the sorry and|
unenviable lot of dictators!) |

(See THIS & THAT, 4-A) ‘

state funds, carefully admin-
istrated, seem to be adequate
for the present. Leaving a
comfortable margin for snow
removal and dust control, the
two miles of major roads and
three miles of local roads get
additional gravel on schedule
and an intelligent program
of ditching helps to reduce

p——

once a month and for public
hearings, the village has no
official address. For $7.50 a
meeting, the sisters provide
their tenants with clean,
cheerful quarters and a tray

| ¢
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Wood Creek Farms:
Tidy, Thrifty Village

AT

T

of ice water and paper cups.
The home occupies 80 acres
in the village.

The hospitality of the vil-
lage clerk's home is ‘given
for village records. Though
she's the only paid employee
—a salary of $36 a month—
she not only provides all the
secretarial service but has to
get up bright and early to
issue building permits.

Councilmen are dollar-a -
year men, and a monthly rub-
bish pick-up is the only mu-
nicipal service provided, cost-
ing about $1,000 annually.

WOOD CREEK Farms
watches its pennies thesc
days, accruing a healthy
bank-balance under “surplus
for contigencies” in its fiscal
budget. This has been care-
fully accumulated over the
years to supplement the pres-
ent legal allowance of $2,000
if serious threats imperil the
all-residential zoning.

Although lots are restricted
to a minimum of 33,000
square fect, Wood Creek
Farms voted to participate in
the Farmington Interceptor
which runs up Middlebelt
Road. Applicants for new
building permits must pay a
$250 tap in charge to Farm-
ington, but so far old resi-
dents have not had to con-
tribute to the project.

)

TO AN outsider, but one
who has observed with pleas-
ure the steady conservative
progress of this small com-
munity, Wood Creek Farms
appears to be unanimously
determined to preserve the
luxury of simplicity. It is not
afraid to work toward this
end.

Last _winter, the vilage
invested in a pair of culvert
cleaners which are stored at
the street commissioner's
home. Residents with clogged
culverts borrow them to clean
their own culverts and see
that they are promptly re-
turned.

Although the village has
contracted for snow plough-
ing, Wood Creekers with
tractors quickly volunteer
their equipment and time to
their neighbors.

EVEN THE elections are
economical. The election
board not only works without
pay but also serves coffee
and freshly baked cookies to
voters. Ballots are cast at
polls set up in some resident’s
cozy recreation room, at no
charge to the electorate.

Inauspicious, sincerely hos-
pitable and thoughtfully
thrifty, Wood Creek Farms
deserves a ‘“‘good-housekeep-
ing seal of approval.”

R ————

Adopt 2 Ordinanees, Set
Date for Boston Tea Party

By IRMA N. DAVIS
Township Editor
LATHRUP — Two ordinances
were adopted by councilmen Mon-
day night, a first payment to Lath-
rup’s storm sewer contractor was

|and controls for heating and air
conditioning installations and per-
| mits licensing of plumbers and
| contractors to do such work in
| Lathrup. The new ordinance up-
|dates the current ordinance.

Both ordinances become effective

approved and the mayor was au-| Dec. 17.

thorized to proclaim Dec. 18-23 as
Metropalitan Boston Tea Party
Week in the city.

THE COUNCIL approved pay-

Rezoning from single residential | ™ent of $112,469.23 o storm sewer

to commercial was okayed for five
lots, east of the A & P on 12 Mile |
Road. A variance to permit use by
a coin-operated dry ciaining busi-
ness on the site will get separate
consideration from the zoning
hoard at a later date. ‘

Ordinance No. 73, which was
approved, sets up specifications |

contractors Lakeview Excavating,
|Inc., Roseville, for work done to
| date. The contractors were awarded
|the $455,664 contract in August.
The initial payment does not
include cost of restoration of streets
and land torn up in the process of
construction. Cleanup and restora-
tion will take place in the late

spring or early summer, after the
sewer is completed.

IN OTHER MATTERS relating
to the storm sewer program, City
Administrator Jerald Stone said he
would have the contractor sweep
streets where work has been finish-
ed to remove caked dirt and dust.

Stone will also investigate city
ordinances to see whether provi-
sions have been made to govern
connection of downspouts to the
| storm sewer system. If no pro-
| vision has been made, he will
investigate the possibility of having
the city make tap-ins.

| county program,
|| would be paved to a width of 24
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GUIDE CITY’S GROWTH

Special Meeting
Is Scheduled by
Beverly Council

BEVERLY HILLS — A special
| council meeting will be held Mon-
|day at 8 p.m. at which the proposed
896,100 road program will be
| discussed. Councilmen hope to get
|a bond issue on the ballot in the
|spring election to cover program
cost.

‘ The program, as proposed, would

linclude paving Evergreen Road to

|a width of 24 feet and Beverly and .
Pierce to & width of 33 feet, with |

south half-mile of Pierce which|
would have open ditches. |

OTHER ROADS would be im-

KT

mittee chairman, presented a re-
port on a five-month survey of|
roads in the village, to the council
in July.

Shephard said at the Nov. 5
council meeting that the program
would fill major road needs for
nbout 10 years, |

The bond issue, as presently |
projected, would cover cost of the
both the village and the county
road program.

. |

THE COUNTY wants to widen
Southfleld and Greenfield; widen 14
Mile Road between Southfield and
Greenfield; and open 14 Mile from
Southfield to Cranbrook. Under the
14 Mile also

feet, withr open ditches from Ever-
green to the western village limits.

Named to U-D
Drive Pos

Nine Birmingham area residents
have accepted positions as leaders
in the current University of De-
troit Challenge Fund Drive. |
Named area chairmen by the
Very Rev. Laurence V. Britt, 8.J.,
U. of D. president, were: |
James E. Collins, 18656 Midway,
Southfield, associated with the
Ternsted Division of General
Motors. |

m. Claude Shephard, road com-|

This is another in a series
of articles The Eccentric is
presenting on the various de-
partments in the city of Bir-
mingham. It deals with the
work of the Planning Depart-
ment,

By LARRY EVOE
City Editor

‘Dreamers’ Plan Developmént

| ner was Arthur C. Comey, who was
| hired in 1929 to develop a general
plan for the city. One of his
“dreams” was the laying out of
| Hunter Blvd. as it is today.

| THE PLANNING department is
charged with the responsibility of
the present and future develop-
ment of land within the city of

City ‘planners and their depart-| Birmingham.

ments are often referred to as
“dreamers

It regulates the use of all types

nd “ivory tower” boys. of land — residential, commercial,

Birmingham City Planner Wil- | indus

curb and gutter, except for the jiay Brownfield and his predeces-
sors are no exception.

Planning department records how a building sets on land, sees man operation) is the redevelop-

show that Birmingham's first plan- that proper open spaces are main- ment of the city's older residential

public property, streets
|and classification of streets.
| The department also regulates

rccentaic poto
CITY PLANNERS are often scoffed at for the “pipe
dreams” of their cities of the future. Birmingham’s plan-
ners have been no exception. The first planner, Arthur C.
Comey, who was hired in 1929, predicted the laying out of
Hunter Blvd. as it is today. The current planner William
Brownfield is shown at his drawing board going over plans
for the Birmingham of the future.

James E. Conlan, 898 Arli
irmingh iated with the

tained and sees that adequate park-
ing space is allotted.
| Although Birmingham is 90 to
195 per cent developed, the depart-
| ment still has many prohlems,
|according to Brownfield.
| The city is currently developing
a comprehensive plan. The first
part of the plan projects the needs
of Birmingham for five years and
the other part is a 20 year pro-
jection.

ONE OF THE biggest problems
Brownfield faces (in Birmingham
the Planning Department is a one-

areas. He must determine the best
way to redevelop them.

| The primary concern of any plan-
| ning department is to preserve the

health, safety and welfare both of |

residential and commercial property
in a community.

Although the city planner is
directly responsible to the
| manager, he must work closely
with a plan board.

When Birmingham streamlined

City School
Bus Law Can
Be Different

It isn’t necessary that Birming-
ham’s school bus law be exactly the
same as the state ordinance, city
commissioners were informed Mon-
day night.

Commissioners last week ordered
the city legal counsel to draft a
measure patterned after the state
law, which requires motorists in
both directions to stop when a
properly marked school bus stops.

That™ law, however, applies to
only rural areas unless adopted in-
dividually by cities and villages,

Birmingham city commissioners
have debated the subject several
times and were reluctant to adopt
the state law because they felt it
created too much confusion.

v e

BUT THIS confusion could be
eliminated in a local ordinance, ac-
cording to James H. Howlett, legal
counsel.

The commission, he said, can de-
cide for itself whether it wants to
include all school buses, including
those not properly marked. (The
state law applies only to public

lits ordinances in 1951, the name
| was changed from plan commission
{to plan board.

| .
‘ THE PLAN BOARD is made up
of a group of seven citizens ap-
pointed, without pay, by the city
commission.

They recomniend ta the commis-
sion what they feel is' the proper
development of the community. A
detailed report on the work of the
plan board will appear soon in The
Eccentric.

school buses, not to those operated
by commercial firms.)
Furthermore, the commision can

tignore a provision in the state law

that requires children to cross in
front of a stopped school bus.
This was one of the problems
that concerned the local officials.
They felt that a stopped bus pre-
vents oncoming motarists from see-
ing children crossing in front of it.

‘v

“1 VOTED against the resolution
|last week,” commented Commis-
sioner Carl F. Ingraham, “but this

1d r the aca
demic and technical philosophy be
applied to problems handled by
the plan board.

would
| more.”
| Mayor Florence H. Willett asked
‘Palice Chief Ralph W. Moxley to
prepare ions for the

appeals to me and I
like to discuss it some

A LONG - TIME inghas
area resident, Brownfield, 26, is
only the third full-time ity plan-
ner. The department was first
established as a full-tishe job in
1952.

| Although no permits or zoning
| changes are issued by the plan
| department, Brownfleld often ad-

| cipals, zoning problems and public
| planning.

| Next week’s article will deal

| with the functions of the Engi-

| neering Department.

vis28 residents on planning prin-|

" local ordinance.

‘ Ho, Ho, Ho!

LATHRUP — Santa Claus will
arrive at 3 p.m. on Dec. 16 on his
helicopter for Lathrup’s annual
Christmas tree party. The event
| will take place in front of Lathrup
School.

| A London broadcasting company
|fired a television newscaster be-
|cause he went on the air recently
without a tie.

Chevrolet Division of General Mo-
tors Corp. |

Roy W. Reid, 17376 Wiltshire,
Lathrup Village, purchasing agent
for the University of Detroit. |

FR. BRITT named the following
as_secondary district chairmen:

Dr. Murray A. Clark, 4029 Coun-
Patrick

try Club, Birmingham;
Costello, 363 Dalebrook
mingham; James E. X
Valleybrook, Birmingham; George
Hedges, 31059 Rutherford, Bir-
mingham; Addison T. Dunn, 22455
Fairway Drive, Southfield; Carl
D. Damburn, 18165 Avilla, Lathrup
Village. |

The $10,000,000 Challenge Fund,
under the general chairmanship of
Walker L. Cisler, Detroit Edison
president, is to cover the capital
needs designated by Fr. Britt at a
fund kickoff dinner a year ago. '

B’ham to Pay

Drain Share
In Advance ‘

| Birmingham city commissioners |
Monday night authorized the pay-
ment §n advance of the citys’ ap-
portioned share of the cost of the
second phase of the Red Run Drain
project.

The City’s share is $33,784.74.
Coming from the sewage treatment
fund, it will be paid on or before
Jan. 1.

J. H. Purkiss, Jr, director of
finance, said the county drainage
board has assured the City that it
would receive a payment in lieu
of interest on the pre-

STONE WILL ALSO incorporate
e

Bidding Policy Report
Evokes Little Comment

By KEN WEAVER
Managing Editor

Perhaps it was due to Men's
Night. Perhaps it was due to the
subject matter.

But whatever the reason, Bir-
mingham city commissioners made
it clear Monday night they didn't
want to discuss a report on the
City’s bidding policy.

In a written report to the com-
mission, City Manager L. R. Gare
said that restricting bids to local
dealers would mean higher costs
for City vehicles,

RN
HE HAD been directed to pre- |

pare the report after the commis-
sion was strongly criticized by two
out-of-town dealers for awarding
bids on cars to local dealers who
:fd submitted the second lowest

i
Commissioners had asked Gare
to make a report on what effect it
‘would have if they were to adopt a
policy of accepting bids only from
local dealers.

“I believe,” said Gare, “the re
sult in favoring the local dealer
either by a differential in price or
by excluding the outside dealers
would be that only local dealers
would bid on the vehicles.

(See POLICY, 5-A)

pp p
a city news-letter—on a proposed

di d program to enable
residents to have culverts installed
in front of their homes. The work
could be done either by the city or
outside contractors working with
the city, whichever was more eco-
nomical for residents.

he mayor’s proclamation of
Boston Tea Party Week is aimed
at supporting the efforts of the
Vigilance Tax C to get

payment.

This is the some procedure Bir-
mingham followed to meet its
hare of the Twelve Towns Relief
Drain, at a savings of several thou-
sand dollars to the taxpayers.

The University of Michigan
Health Service provides physical
exams and X-rays for all entering
students.

signatures for petitions opposing
the Detroit income tax. Residents
will be reminded in the newsletter
that petitions will be available at
the city hall and other locations.

MAYOR RICHARD N. Cogger
said the week of Dec. 16-23 was
chosen because it commemgorates
the 116th anniversary of the origin-
al “tea &

Cogger also said Lathrup ofti-
sens would be paying more in
Detroit income taxes in one year
than they pay in Lathrup city taxes
for the same length of time,

B’field Plaza Set
For Men’s Night
The Bloomfield Plaza B
nessmen's Association will
sor its annual Men’s Night K:m
7 to 10 p.m. Monday.
Eight stores will be open to
male shoppers. Models will show
clothes,  and refreshments will

be served.
The Bloomfleld Plaza shopping

for you right now.

250 Martin Street

Fridays—9:30 to 6 P.M.

center is at W. Maple and Tele-
graph in Bloomfield “Township,

Member F.D.IC. and

A PENNY SAVED IS 3%%% OR 4% EARNED

Poor Richard never had it so good. In Ben Franklin’s day a penny
saved was just that. Today, at the Birmingham-Bloomfield Bank, your
“savings are compounded by 3% or 4 per cent. You can now put your
money away for a rainy day, or a sunny one for that matter, and it
will earn its own keep. Some doy it will grow into a dream vacation,

a new home, or anything els  that you think is worth saving for.

Why not stop in at the Birmingham-Bloomfield Bank today. If you
can't get away call Tenny McGraw or Doug Campbell . . . either will

tell you how to open a savings account that will start earning money

Better Birmlnghani Banking at

Birmingham-Bloomfield Bank

OPEN: Monday-Thursday—9:30 AM. to 4 P.M.

(Saturday 9 A.M. to Neon)
Federal Reserve System




