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C_ommunifyyy Thinking Analyzed

« « « Most residents (in our area) believe
that providing necessary funds for educs-
tional meeds is a local, not a state or a federal
responsibility.
'C ity R h A made

this statement last week in the second in
a series of stories derived from the firm’s
recent survey of people living in the Bir-
mingham School District.

- The thinking of the community as re-
ported in that article warrants special
attention, we believe.

The question was asked: “If you were
to choose between meeting increased edu-
cational costs through taxation at the
federal, state, or local levels, which would
you prefer?”

Of the people interviewed, 59 per cent
favored  local support, while 14 per cent
endorsed federal financing and 16 per cent
preferred state taxation.

)

IT IS INDEED interesting to fote the
attitude of local residents on this question
of federal aid for schools, which has be-
come one of the great controversial issues
throughout the nation today.

In our opinion, this is an indication of
highly objective thinking on the part of
local residents. It demonstrates their belief
that local problems are essentially local
responsibilities which they are willing to
shoulder as local taxpayers.

It is interesting to note, too, that this
attitude prevails even though two-thirds of
the people contacted felt that area property
taxes were above average, whereas only
two per cent rated them as below average.

THIS SURVEY showed further that

County Road

The primary road improvement program
proposed by the Oakland County Road
Commission merits serious consideration
by the communities asked to participate
in its cost. :

Included in this project for improve-
ments totaling $11 million are several por-
tions of main county roads running through
communities in this area.

Some of them are:

Southfield Road from 914 Mile to 14
Mile, widen to five lanes.

Greenfield from 11 to 14 Mile, widen
to four lanes.

Maple from Coolidge to Adams, wid-
en to four lanes.

Fourteen Mile from Greenfield to
Cranbrook, extend and widen to four
lanes.

Cranbrook from 14' to Lincoln, pave
two lanes. .

many local residents felt that costs of
school buildings in the past have been too
high. As the article stated:

<.t is clear that a tendency exists for
people in this community to identify the
“frills and fads of education” with the build-
ing program, rather than with school cur-
vicula or special services.

Let this be a caution to administrators
in planning future school buildings. When
citizens are willing to accept local respon-
sibility for paying for needed facilities,
they’re less likely to want so-called frills!
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ANOTHER POINT brought out in last
week’s article was that parents of school-
age children oppose the 12-month plan of
operating the schools whereas those with-
out, school-age youngsters favor it.

This prétty well answers the question of
whether to extend the length of the school
year.

-Still another point demanding comment
is that the local population exercises se-
lectiveness insofar as educational programs
are concerned. To wit:
« « . People in the Birmingbam area are
capable of secing beyond the physical plant
to the educational program of their schools.
~* Whereas 6 out of 10 people across the
nation give priority to school buildings over
teaching, 6 out of 10 Birmingham area
residents see the school program as most
important. .

Taking into consideration this insight

" into the community’s thinking toward its

schools—this survey was certainly profit-
able. The information it produced should
prove exceedingly valuable to school ad-
ministrators and, likewise, to the public.

Plan Evaluated

have been needed for the past several
years. Efforts have been made to achieve
some of them, but the improvements have
not materialized for one reason or another
—usually from lack of money or of public
support.

Once the freeways now being built in
the county are completed—in about three
years—traffic will jam up more than ever
on the present roads; and the need for im-
provement will become even more critical.

e

SOME OF THE proposed improvements

are acceptable to the governing bodies and

~come _spic-and-span,

“I think that I shall never see . . .”

Suburban o
Sidelights voeax

/The attitude of the University of Michigan Regents in
announcing that there would not be an increase in student
tuition, I'm afraid, is very detrimental to the.growth of
higher education in our state. ‘

At the present time appropriations to higher educa-
tion alorle amount to one-quarter of the state’s general
fund. In the next five to ten years the number of students
eligible for college will double or triple because our war
babies are now getting ready for college.

Since 1950, our population in Michigan has in-
creased 22 per cent while the appropriations to high-
er education have increased 313 per cent.

Naturally, the state cannot continue this percentage
growth or else it would be spending one-half to three-
quarters of its general fund in this area to the detriment
of things like mental health or welfare. At this rate
the state| would have to increase taxes every year.

MICHIGAN IS in a unique situation. Over 80 per cent
of our students who go to college go to one of dur state-
supported institutions.

We are the only state in the nation that supports nine
state colleges, and we have one more on the way in Grand
Rapids.

It costs the state of Michigan approximately $1,300 a
wear to educate one undergraduate at an institution like™
Michigan or Michigan State. A resident of this state
pays a tuition of approximately $280 per year.

This means, of course, that the people of the state
subsidizes each resident student approximately
$1,000.,
A

PEOPLE’S COLUMN

To the Editor:
You may think it a far cry had set i
from politics to Holy Writ. But

rom the Dai

passage of Scripture. call_his own.
It came about when we happened
to be driving around the environs Drain, whicl
of the city one balmy evening,|

bent on nothing more important | fi
than & little relaxation and becom-
ing acquainted with some of the |
mushrooming new housing devel- |
opments  hereabouts.

The rapidity and extent of new

evident that one scarcely dares to|

Within the span of eeks a farm |

ed into a whole new subdivision;
lake property into a flourishing
year-round resort, complete with| To the Editor:
paved roads, shopping centers,
schools, churches, banks—all

accommodations
ly-equipped suburban living.

rst

out of these fledgling develop- | bol
our eyes, so thorgugh h
of abandoned farmland had be-

sions of the old-
house. Some specialized in up-to- | Shri
the-minute multi-levels with all the | those

er areas offered more com.
monplace dwellings, hastily thrown
together, with littl

been considered, apparently, beyond

the people in the local and
some are not.
For example, Beverly Hills

in_healthful country atmosphere,
far from the hazards of city streets

oppose the suggested extension of 14 Mile
Road from Southfield Road to Cranbrook;
while Birmingh: city issi
would like to see it extended as far as
Tel

.
UNDER THE ROAD ’s plan,
each community would pay 25 per cent of
the cost of the work within its boundaries
and the county would pay 75 per cent.

This contrasts to the usual 50-50 cost
participation ratio, and certainly affords an
attractive financial arrangement for the
individual communities.

Maintenance of county roads is a county
responsibility; and inasmuch as these pri-
mary roads are used so much by residents
of more communities that the actual ones
in which they are loeated, it is proper and
fitting for the county to bear the brunt of
the cost. In short, county responsibility in
this instance is greater than local respon-
sibility.

0.
MOST OF THE proposed improvements

Many residents in the 14 Mile-Southfield
area object to this part of the plan. In
Birmingham, many residents oppose wid-
ening of E. Maple. !

e

THE MUNICIPAL governments and the
road commission must take these facts
into consideration.

They, and the residents, must be ready
to compromise, to work out acceptable so-
lutions.

To reject these improvements would be
to impede progress and to invite costlier
programs in the future,

From the county, area and local stand-
points, the project assuredly is worthwhile.

As stated at the outset, it merits serious

i ion—by all

From The Eccentric's Point of View...

Already signs of political partisan strife is
evident as Can-Con delegates are beginning their
program of fashioning & new Michigan Constitu-
tion. Too, there is controversy within each party
as to what should be done. Well, that’s ok. Let
'em scrap a bit . . . out of competitive thinking
and arguing and “dis-cussing” some good and ac-

.ceptable ideas should emerge, So, boys and girls

over in Lansing, let 'em emerge!
o

We know a young married woman who lives in
Birmingham’s eastside, who, though the mother
of four children, believes enough in the American
‘way of life to give some of her time to civie prob-
lems.

Whether it be a school, city, state or national

election, she willingly does her various chores to
acquaint other voters with issues, get them to
register, then to vote.

Indeed, her example over a half dozen years
has encouraged a few others in her nelghborhood
to do likewise.

“I'm an American and I believe in the need for
free citizens to work in defense of freedom,” she
seriously states,

“The time I give to work at election times, to
be aware of issues and personalities running for
public office, takes up but a small part of my life.
After all, doesn’t citizenship demand that we
live up to our duties and responsibilities of free
and self-governing men and women?”

an
no high prices.

too many subdivisions, spank- | place.
ing new a
already had assumel a down-at. | again.
the-heels appearance, Peeling
paint, buckling shingles, loose sid-

‘Sunday Drive’ Reveals ¢ Long Ago
Evans Ditch Pestilence

|ing and a general air of seediness
n.

i Nov. 3, 191

But, out of sheer desperation, the, Hlyrd

an offspring of politics—a legacy hopeful newcomer obviously had v andet) O, arkapar
" A ere on the closed his eyes as well as his min

outskirts of health-conscious Bir- 10 the shoricomings of these slap-

mingham recently helped to clear | dash, mortgage-ridden monstrosi- [ A" IR LS

up the meaning of a well-known ties in his desire for a place to nehed (b Sther whs two. otnres

Eventually, we crossed the Evans

e
parts of Southfield Township. At
rst glance it appears to

armless ditch, carrying off sur-
ace rainwater one of the many
(See DITCH, 4-B) of

| tion
growth is simply amazine. 1t s Cites ‘Rudeness’ | elass window which cannot be ze. |
| Bia
turn his back when up springs a . |
wing new commanity. """ At Annual Field

Mere months and s wood has vorn | Day at Seaholm

ments, we could scarcely believe! Yt was so colorful and the en- cash
,d’b“,, the thusiasm, teamwork and sports- When winter taxes are expected to
ormation. Tract after tract manship was wonderful, be comil in, the Birmingham

int.fresh, _ON THE OTHER hand, I believe meeting Tuesday
beautifully landscaped homesites. |that I have never witnesed such issue script money, 1
There were several traditional rudeness anywhere as that of one prommoz notes, as partial pay-
developments, with modified ver- teacher. This teacher, at the be- ment to the teache:
ioned colonial | Einning of the Field Day events, necessary
ieked into a microphone, “Tell tice of ~borrowing mone{e from
parents at the end of the banl e
innovations that accompany them. | KYm to go somewhere, I don't care July 1 and Dec. 10 each year is
where, but just get out.”
[ this was most uanecesas lnld
e thought of ieve that teacher should real- h
i i ize that if it weren't for those par- modified—it can only be re|
pesuty or durability. Nothing had | =6 that I it weren't for those par- o0 ed it oar for the return of
y couples | teach; but for the taxes we pay, 3 per cent beer is only an attempt
determined o rear their childeen |her job would be nonexistent.

THEY MEANT no offense, only the claim made by Grant M. Hud-
high prices or | Wanting to see their children com- son, former Michigan congressman
s pete in a wonderful event. d last Thursday.

I beli’?vn 1 .pur ﬁ:’r many par- Hudson was one of
ents who were already seai
DRIVING ON, we observed that | the gym when this outburst took the Michigan: Baprist ' Convention

And I truly believe this which ended its four-day session
If dozen years ago, |should’ not be allowed to happen here Thursday night. .

J. W,
Birmingham

Hank did it. Ken too.

Now it's my turn to discuss fall-out shelters.

Le’ts try it from a different point of view—sort
of like Tom Lehrer's “Survival Hymn"—the first
line of which is “Oh, we will all go together when
we go, all suffused with an incandescent glow ., .”
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This is & serious topic this bit about fall-out
shelters. As one friend aptly put it, “Fall-out
shelters are ,getting to be as controversial as
politics and religion.”

But to get all heated up about the topie is really
a waste of time,

If you're a fall-out shelter person, then build
one. If you're not, then don’t. But don't start a
guerrilla war just because somebody doesn’t agree
agree with your point of view. .

And, just because most everybody reacts

tremes of both points of view.

R

Let's take a look at a day in the life of the
shelter enthusiast,

A man with a wife and three kids, this fellow
has spent five months and $869.95 trying to figure
out the do-it-yourself kit. He has harried his wife
with the t-the-dirt-fy he-b:
excavation bit, but the children are nuts about
this gloriously grubby game.

The freeman’s version of a padded cell is well

stocked with health foods (nutritious and space

Talk of the Towns =~

strongly, this reporter enjoys the humorous ex-

" shelter topic unless you're prepared for battle.”

| Happetgi’ngs

Bits of News Gleaned From
Old Files Of The Eccentric

50 YEARS AGO

J fame can proudly exhibit two mam-

moth potatoes very nearly the same |
in size and weight. The larger one
i and three

|lighter.

™ oroukh | The old stunt of destroying pro-

perty at Halloween was still in|
evidence this year. A crowd of
young men threw. portions of the |
pumpkin family in the direction
| of Mrs. Nellie Camp’s front door. |
The pumpkin took with it & por-

of an old-fashioned stained-

without much trouble.

Dr. Earl L. G. Ward, who has
resigned his position as deputy |
| secretary of the state board of
health, arrived at his home Thurs-
day. He will visit his parents for |
two weeks after whi will |
leave for the West, where he in-|

1 had the very great pleasure of tends to begin the practice of
attending the annual Field Day at medicine.
necessary for ful-| Seaholm High School for the very

| ime. I was amazed at the
|amount of work and time which Oet. 29, 1931
AS WE PROCEEDED in and must have been put into it by the Fa .
s, girls and teachers. nlsmi‘-ppmxlrn.lgly $30,
twee

30 YEARS AGO
Faced with the necessity of
,000 in
n now and Dec. 10,

Board of Education, at a special

night, voted to
to

ident student pays approximately $700 in
tuition and is, of course, subsidized by you and me ap-
proximately $600.

1 personally believe we should subsidize our students
to some degree, but if our student population keeps in-
creasing without tuitions increasing, we will just run out
of money. Which, I might add, our fair state has been
doing of late.

THIS IS WHY I am critical of the stand Michigan is
taking. Upiversity officials feel they do not want to
charge more than 23 percent of cost. But why have&hey
selected that arbitrary figure? ﬂ :

1t can only lead to a holy war between the legislature
and educators which will lead to the deteriorization of our
first-rate educational system. :

They could have very easily selected the figure of 341/
per cent or some such increased figure, which would have
opened the door for the legislature to work with them to
solve a difficult problem. .

I might add, however, that merely raising tuition
will not solve all of the problems. But it is a starting
point. *

We are going to have to run our state institutions more
efficiently. Can you imagine using a building in your
business for only six or seven hours a day for nine or
ten months?

Some colleges do better than that, but I'm afraid we
will eventually have to use the physical facilities 15 hours
a day, 12 months a year.

We will also have to develop more community colleges,
because we can educate a student in one of these insti-
tutions at approximately one-half the cost. But how

they are built and by whom still remains a question. »

MICHIGAN TODAY has one of the top, if not the
top, higher education systems in the nation. We want to
keep it that way.

The growth of the system, however, must be a joint
effort of the educators, the legislators and the people.

If one of these groups becomes narrow-minded and

takes an inflexible position, growth can become stunted.

because the former prac.
to run the schools

not. possible.
The 18th amendment cannot be
pealed

|“to jockey President Hoover and
| Congress ‘into a_conspiracy,” was

{in an address hear,
the speakers
in on the closing day's program of

Elimination of ‘the possibility of
(See HAPPENINGS, 4-B)

By

SCANLON -

saving), several cots, a Conelrad radio, blankets,
games for the kids, bottles of water, tools of
sorts and lots of. other sundries.

Then Mr. Shelter Enthusiast surveys his cozy
fall-out shelter only to find he can get himself,
his wife and one and a half kids in the thing.
Yes, the realization comes that the bomb shelter
needs an addition. '

But then comes another dawn—the picture of
weeks or months in that cubby hole with his wife
and three children, It may be a worse fate than
the bomb.

e

Then there’s the guy who says, “Nuts”, when
it comes to burying the family in a fall-out shelter,

He'll just sing out “Te Deum when he sees that
ICBM—and the party will be, come as you are.”

It just may happen that his wife likes getting
a tan,

Maybe his kids enjoy really givipg that super-
duper geiger counter a zippety-do-da time.

Aund then maybe, while Mr. Shelter Enthusiast’s
family is cramped and fidgety underground, the
mushroom cloud may have cleared. Who knows,
the Enthusiasts might be down there for months
getting nothing but static on Conelrad?

]
Oh, it could go either way. Bomb shelters may

or may not be the answer. .
Just heed these words, “Don’t ignite the bomb

rs. The script is B' - ‘ ; N -
SE w  City Beat
WEAVER

Last week we quoted some thoughts on today’s world
problems as expressed by Mrs. Theresa D. Kreuz’ seventh
graders at Holy Name School.

Here are some more of them:

Denise King—*. . . The greatest problem the United
States faces today is Communism. The way the Commu-
nist people are trying to take over the world little by
little, striking only the weak points and starting trouble.

“Getting ignorant people to fight and riot. Finding
faults in a country and showing them to people who
arc='* ~atisfied <o thev can start trouble.

“Making small countries who need their help think that
they are wonderful people who will give them everything
they want; and then, once they've got them under their
control, they take over the whole country.”

)
GREGORY GROMEK suggested creating an “inter-
national relations bureau” to help rations learn to get
along with each other. Other countries should follow
President Kennedy’s Peace Corps idea, he thought.

Dag Hammarskjold’s death stood out in*t&e mind of
\Aimee Hess.

“‘Besides bringing sorrow to half the world,” She stated,
“this great man’s death presented a new p m to the
United Nations.

“Tn other words, the choice of a new secretary.

“The man. that will be chosen will have many great
responsibilities, so he should be very dependable.

“Since he will take the place of Dag Hammarskjold, he
thust be a respectable person and a hard worker. He
should be honest and he should be willing to spend most
of his time with his duties.

“He mu#t be friendly and cordial and, above all, patient.

“He must have a firm, unshakable belief in his faith
and conviction.”

PATRICK BRENNAN listed the qualifications he
thought the UN secretary-general should have:

A sense of responsibility, a good speaker, ability to
make a fair and honest decision, knowledge of world prob-
lems, ‘awareness of the dangers of the position and
neutralist attitude.

The communistic form of government was cited by
Brian Murphy as the world's greatest problem.

“It is slowly taking over more countries. Communism
doesn’t let|a person do many things which you can do in
the United States and in other democratic lands.

“For example, it completely ignores Freedom of Speech,
of Religion, of Assembly, and of the Press.

“No one can possess something of their own if they are
under communistic rule.” .

MICHAEL SALTSMAN was concerned about the hy-
(See CITY BEAT, 4-B)




