Taxpayers Like
This Status Quo!

Birmingham City Manager L. R. Gare
and his department heads have done it
again!

They’ve recommended a 1961-62 munici-
pal budget that maintains the tax rate
status quo.

In these days of governmental get-all-
you-can-and-then-spend-it, it’s most en-
couraging to know that high quality mu-
nicipal service can be maintained without
making the taxpayer‘s wnllet any thinner.

BIRMINGHAM‘S CITY administration
still will be able to grant employe salary
and wage increases, hire an additional
policeman and make minor improvements
for next year . .. at no additional tax-
payer expense,

New construction on the tax rolls for
the first time is the reason additional mu-
micipal expenses can be met. This year’s
valuation will result in $67,212 more tax
revenue from 1960’s new construction.

The new Birmingham budget of $1,800,-
666 will need only $18.40 per $1,000 of
assessed valuation—the same as last year.
(In fact, in the past four or five years,
Birmingham's tax rate has decreased from
2 high of $19.60 per thousand of assessed
valuation.)

THIS ONLY PROVES AGAIN that lo-
cal government officials get the most mile-
age out of a tax dollar and available tax
revenues.

Oakland county, Lansing and Washing-
ton bureaucrats should do as well!

Why Force
Retirement?

The policy of arbitrary retirement at
age 65 never did make much sense. It be-
comes less and less sensible as the per-
centage of those about age 65 in the United
States population increases.
~—As machines take over a swxmy rising
share of the world’s work, human muscle
power plays a lesser role. More and more
of the total of employed persons will use
their minds rather than brawn. This is
pertinent because the mind can go on
turning out first-rate work long after the

* muscles have become too weak for heavy

labor—and long after the age of 65.

An interesting illustration of this is
provided by the experience of the Hastings
College of Law in San Francisco, one of
three University of California law facul-
ties. The men who teach in this college
comprise an extraordinary group of top
scholars in various fields of law. With one
exception, they have this in common—
that they have been recruited from other
faculties after age limitations forced them
to retire. Their avernge age is 73.5 years.

UNDER ORDlNARY circumstances,
these men would have been more or “less
“turned out to pasture” when the calendar
said they should be retired. As it is, they
are continuing to enrich a new generation
from their wealth of knowledge and ex-
perience. The value to society is incalcu-
lable.

Not everyone can go on making a full
contribution after age 65. But it is fair to
conclude, on the basis of numerous studies,
that a majority of those who want to work
after 65 could do so with profit both to
themselves and to their employers. Our
society needs to re-examine its ideas about
the proper age for retirement.

Opposed Boosting
Gov’t Spending

The grass-roots newspapers of the Na-
tion continue m fight reckless federal gov-
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From The Eccentric's

The UAW’s Walter P. Reuther wants
his members to get 40, hours pay for 30
hours work when the hours, in a recession,
should be lowered to 30 so that more work
may be spread around; he wants unem-
ployment compensation to last as long as
a man is out of a job; he wants retirement
to start at 60 years of age; he wants
longer paid vacations; he wants industrial
“sabbaticals” for men so that they may
acquire more education so they may ad-
vance themselves; he wants the auto com-
panies to pay the entire cost of surgical,
medical and hospital insurance. This is
what he told the UAW convention in De-
troit a week ago. Such a Utopian vision,
of course, assumes that industry, in a free
competitive system, can do all these things
—which it can’t, and neither can a purely”
socialistic government, which Walter's
ideas appear to agree with.

' by
Repubhcans, hns fouzht off Democratic
efforts to revise the tax system. The Re-
publicans expect the recently voted-for
sales tax increase to balance the State's
budget. Time, and added public services,
will provide the answer.

Four thousand incensed young Harvard
men marched on the home of their presi-
dent one evening last week, demanding
that their diplomas be printed in Latin
on very good paper. President Pusey plans
to use English ‘on less expensive paper.

Point of View...

But the President was unperturbed by the
marching students, for he told them: “I
always distinguish more ¢learly in
English.”

President Kennedy has asked Congress
for a strict law to enforce honesty and
real ethical conduct on the part of goyern-
ment employees. He wants them to be,
like Caesar’s wife, above suspicion—and
so do the American people, Yet it is dif-
ficult to reconcile the President’s require-
ments in this respect with the knock-
down-drag-out no-holds-barred pattern of
the usual political campaign.

“Motoring on today’s expressways is as
exciting as staring at a sheet of white
paper, enough to drive tourists away”,
says Ross J. Wilhelm, University of Mich-
igan instructor in marketing. He believes
expressways should not by-pass every
town, should not be so barren of normal
scenery that is part of the environment
of cities and villages. He laments the
building of highways that only offer
minimized travel time from one place to
another.

A Buffalo, N.Y., music lover enjoyed
Mozart’s compositions so much that he
put the following adv. in that city’s Eve-
ning News on the anniversary of the art-
ist’s birthday ; “To Wolfgang on his,205th.
Happy Birthday! You're the greatest .. A

Seventy-four per cent would reduce
farm price supports, and 71% would ter-
minate Federal loans to veterans for house

with inching de-
termination.

Recently, 1200 of these newspapers
were polled on a number of proposals
pending - in Congress. 1f at times you
despair that fiscal sanity will ever return,
you will be encouraged by the results of
this poll.

To the question: what should be done
to prevent nation-wide strikes, 66% would
-wly the antitrust laws to unions and 25%
'would set up Labor Courts with final au-
thority to decide the dispute.

As to more Federal aid to education,
65% would vote NO.

Bighty per cent would apply any budget
surplus to reducing the national debt.
Eighteen per cent would use it to reduce
.taxes. Only 6% Wwould vote for bigger
social wdlute protnm

A MAJOII'I'Y OPPOSE increasing gas-
—Dlil;o taxes to lpeod up the interstate high-
W
: y-one ptr cent would tax the
earnings. of ooopcntivu just lﬂu other
businesses.

No one would vote the nmé way as the
majority of these editors on all these-ques-

Talk of the

By DENL SCANLON

A family down on Pierce Stnlt in Beverly Hills
makes it a point to organize most of their projects
as a joint effort,

Miss Two and Miss Four are presently helping

, with’ preparations for a new sibling,

Last week, their mother took them on a tour of
the house, pointing out where the linens gre kept,
where the laundry necessities are sto the
location of breakfast supplies.

The idea was to give the ‘h'll some of the re-
sponsibility of running the household while Mother
vuoﬂmdin‘ladnm'hhy

After the two youn‘ housekeepers-to-be fin-
ished the briefing session, Miss Four turned and
said, “What 1'd like to know is who took care of
Dad whep L was born!”

A sweet young lll(n. wh llv- on llnlhu- Lane
in Bloomfield Township becomes more a model
teenager each day,

tions. They do not agree themselvea.‘

However, these editors, both Democratic’

and Republican, do represent the grass-
roots opinion of their readers. That the
majority are conservative is some assur-
ance for the future.

Towns

She makes it a project to be a courteous, ¢lean-
eut and trim young lady.

One evening she sat in the living room mulling
over the difficulties of the litter project. Turning
to her father she thought out loud:

“Daddy, why didn’t I inherit your dlmpkl in-
stead of your lnpotlu'l"

"

Attending the -_khtd" school at Groves High
was an interesting experience for this reporter
but it is becoming routine for the students w see
the policemen around the building. -

Last week, on the way to the cafeteris, one of
the law men stopped a student who was carrying
a violin ease.

“Say, 1 haven't heard a violin solo in years,”
he said. “Won't you play a little tune for me?”

“Shhh!” the student replied.

“Don't tell the cops but I hln a ll"d—cﬂ shot-

.gun in here!”

PEOPLE’S COLUMN

Says Robert Welch
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Of Michigan’s Regiment

A ce 0, on May 13, 800
Mlch\pn men left their homes and
loved ones and went off to war, to
fight what was destined to become
the greatest num.nry experience
of the American

A month wlier Fort Sumter
had been surrendered to Confeder-
ate forces -mr aodevuu

bardment ut forty hours.

Two days hl.er President Lincoln | B2
proclaimed an insurrection
called for 75,000 militiamen to
serve for three mont great
object’ was to crush the insurrec-
tion,and preserve the Union.

P

MICHIGAN WAS- asked to fur-
nish one regiment, and on April 16,
Governor Austin Blair issued a
roclamation calling for men to
Il the ranks. The response was
switt and complete, and on May 1|
the First Michigan Infantry
ment, commanded by Orlando
Willcox, was mustered into the

i

of Ann Arbor the Mlchégan Hus-

Oak"
e the Ypellanti Light Guard,

e Marshall Light *Guard and
the Hardee Cadets,

e
FROM THE WAR Department
came orders to proceed to Wash
ington, and on May 13 the First
Michigan left the state. Before its
departure appropriate ceremonies

the mglment present
handsome silken fiag, and to bid 1

them Godspes
n May 10, htter .m-mln‘ con-
siderable attention on its journey,
ched Washington.

by a splendid band of music,
which soon aroused our citizens,
and long before they had reached

Happenings

quarters assigned to them
Pndieds o people were out. 1o
give them welcome. The enthu-
siasm of the crowd was irre-
pressible, for this was the first

western egiment which had ar-
rived at the Capi

o

LAE'BPE’V MAY t«h‘e! ‘ll'-l‘irlt Michi-
t eonuvl
of Alexandria, \" X

neur that wwn until |t Ieﬂ to m

rt in General Irvin McDowell's
IMfated campaign against Confed-
erates under General P. G. T. Beau-

cDowelll oﬂ‘annlve met with a
disast defeat in the First Bat-
tle af Bnll Run (.lnly 21), a battle
iin which the Flﬂt Mld'ufln was

n

n-.r the now famous Heﬂ “l
‘where most
T TathE Took piacer: "entine

e

ten
_ IN THIS CONFLICT, the Mich-

e igan men were commanded by Ma-

in
Aecording to Bidwell's fopo
regiment lost 6 killed, 37 S dad,
and 70 missing.
| Most of the missing were taken
prisoners, and Willeox himself was
wounded and captured. The men of
the Firat Michigan fonght well a8
did most of the 89,000 Michigan
soldiers who followed them  into
the Union arm:

en the term of service of the
nz{mont expired, the men were re-

to the state lnd mustered

regiment, n\d
eif or lmntlon gave a
count of itself in virtuall every
n;nj&r battle in the easiern theater
e war.

Case in Point
Federal Aviation Administrator
Najeeb Halaby Feld a news con-
ference in Wlul\lnmn to lxplun

craft noise problem. While he was

speaking a passing airliner drown-
ed out his words.

of Long Ago

Bits of News Gleaned From Old Files Of The Eccentric

50 YEARS AGO
May 12, 1911
The senior class of the Birming-

ham Schwl will give two plays
May 19 at the Johnston and Shaw

. The vl will be "?lve Cups

" “and  “The Cool | Was
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!l YEARS AGO

The Rev. ng'.ur. who
rutntl‘! arrived in Blrmin
mblem, Wym || mow con-
dueﬁnx urvlm at
Church on l.iuoln Ave.

H served the Emblem h since
last fall, after be[nf graduated
from Concordia Seminary at St.
Louis in January.

lage
rman Zeller|spread to
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dunnx Lhe past 10 months, ace
DeVisser, n-ldem, ot
Olkhnd }mu Oakland Hills was
organized in 1916 by Joseph Ku:k.
Norval A. Hawkins, Edward A.
Loveloy and Ezra A. Jones. Mack
first vmldenl. y

Taking th- Ind m a nrnrr--
ments, unty Super-

sors have voluntarily reduced
their salaries from §7 to $6 a day.

1

15 YEARS AGO

coat wiike’ wlll be et ser-
lmuly {1 Birmingham tonight w
virtually all store nm nd ow

xt can ply electrhsl energy for
light .mf power.

Brownout ordinance
Monday. The action was tlkon due
to the coal -tﬂkn
Holy Nlllo Bdwl of Bllllll-
ham is one of 79 mhlb
cited

ts outstand-

today by
ham, | safety division of u.. Automobile
ichigan for

Club. nl
ing traffi

gram _during
7“;.'1n
sented with the -nu ub toavebing
safety cup a
Dﬂ'lltﬂwl Hrlil( - Iﬂl be
en

ay 18 when wy
m turning dnh- -ton

winds to flowe

ments by '.h Gll‘d‘ﬂ Club. 'In'n.l
dllnll!l
ﬁmu

what could be done about the air- .

uuhm?l'dbymw'

w(d:ﬂ-hhnnm’-thhmmd
the best.
Wht’lldtlormulynn&nnl'ﬂl-w

pocketbooks ?
Overload present faculty, drop courses, resort
to half-day sessions, sacrifice educational stand-
lnhhunuu{lnurnhﬂltyf

PERHAPS ONE OB A mﬂnﬁm of these
may be
|hndudnwwldno¢nﬂlrunm:hl!ﬁ-|dnda
measures were supplemented by able,
citigen-instructors from the affected eonlmlty

Properly
certainly rarely used—procedure .
cational -t-ndndn high until the teacher supply
or finamcial crisis is solved.

The possibility is to obtain able, qull.lﬂad eiti-
zens to instruct special courses. There are prob-
ably many wonderfully-qualified retired men or
women whose special knowledge could be applied
to, the classroom—especially at the high school
level, Qthers might make time in their work-week
to help out for a year or two.

s wl v -

TO TEACH IN MICHIGAN schools on a per-
manent basis, you must have a college degree, have
taken a number of required education courses, and
have a provisional or permanent teaching certifi-
cate from the state superintendent of- schools’ -

ice.

But in special circumstances, the state will per-
mit non-certificated people to teach not more than
90 school days in any school year. In extra-special
situations, the local board can ask for an extension
which the state must approve.

Let's say Highgate, Michigan, needs a chemistry
and a history teacher. Highgate schools ean’t af-
ford now to compete salary-wise for a certificated
instructor. No. substitute teachers are available.

| v 4w

BUT LIVING IN HIGHGATE is a retired
chemist who headed the research department of &
mplti-million-dollar chemjeal company. He fs in-
terested in teaching only the chemistry course, He
doem‘t need the money, but would like to make

‘eommlmlty contribution and use some of his
spare time constructively,

Next door to the chemist is a retired college
professor who has written a world history, now &
text in 20 major universities. He, too, has time
and the interest to teach the high school history
course. »

R

EACH MAN APPLIES for a 90-day special .
certificate for the fall semester. The school board
needs them 60 more teaching days each. It e~
dorses their application for extensions of time so
both men can teach the entire school year.

If the supporting evidence is adequate, the state
probably would grant the extensions. This pro-
cedure could go on indefinitely from year-to-year,
if the state were satisfied the community still has
a teaching problem.

Thus an interested citizen is able to contribute
significantly to his community welfare, and edu-
cational standards are maintained.

Unless more certificated teachers become avail-
able, or school revenues can be supplemented ap-
preciably, we may find more and mére school sys-
tems utilizing this special instructor method.

By KEN WEAVER

City Beat

Daughter: Mother, may I go with Johnny in
his rocket ship to Mars? We'll only be gone two
weeks.

Mother: But Dear, do you think that would be
wise? It isn’t proper for unmarried men and
women to make such trips u

Daughter: Oh, Mother, you're' so old-fashioned.
1t isn't like it was when, you were a girl

Mother: No, I guess it isn’t. Whﬂl'llym
lnmwmlnrrhnhau,mmluw
without an escort, ¢+ v

DAUGHTER: [f you're just worried sbout us
being alone together, we can ask Mark and Jane
to go along.

Mother: I'm sorry, Dear, but I just don’t. think,
youdmldmlhnzhnlﬂp. T'm afraid this fly-
ing mund m du universe isn’t as safe as it's
cracked uj

D-u[hur Oh, Mother, it is, too, safe. Why
just last month the Smiths rocketed to Venus and .
back. Look at them. They're just as healthy as
when they left—no radiation burns, no ecollisions,
or anything.

Mother: Well, we'll speak to your father sbout
it when he gets back from the moon tonight.

Wt
FACT OR fantasy?
Is this a future conversation between my wife

| NOW' THAT t‘. l!‘ (’ has " orbited
f first woman 0 do so?
litor, ' Deni, Scanlon, says ‘she




