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A Free, Responsible and Aggressive Press
Is Democracy’s First Line of Defense -

-,

“It’s nerve-wrackin;

Genius Cannot Be ‘Assembly-lined’

There is a growing tendency to believe
that scientific research can solve virtually
any problem, given enough money. This
feeling has been partly responsible for the
tremendous growth of organized science.
The success of rc~enrch teams has led to

ay ‘to make

progress.

Yet there is in the history of science a
stubborn fact—that many of the greatest
discoveries have been made by individuals
working alone, without -butside guidance
as to what field the individual’s attention
ought to be foctised on. The free-ranging
imagination, the 'flash of insight into
truth without regard to any considerations
of usefulness or practicability—these have
been of outstanding importapce in the
past.

THERE IS GOOD REASON to suppose
that the same thing remains true in our’

Geography More

Those of us who studied geography in
the quieter days before World War II may
feel sympathy for those who wrestle with
it today. In former times, geography in-
volved exposure to facts that seemed as
immutable as the course of the stars: “The
Belgian Congo is located in Africa. It is
bounded on the north by ...”

‘A student could nail down a boundary
or other fact and ‘then, on return from
summer vacation, use the fact again with
full assurance that it would not have been

From The Eccentric's

Frequently we hear comments made by
prominent leaders in our country that R
sia is increasing its industrial output at a
greater ratio than we are in the United
States. Hearing this, some people might
think that very shortly Russia will surpass
our country in its ability to produce the
commodities of life. The truth of the mat-
ter is that Russia was so far behind us
when, after the second World War, she
really began to build her industries, that
she would have to make great progress
even to get a fair start. You also hear from
time to.time how much money Russia is
spending on this or on that, and that.her
rubles converted into American dollars
fairly compare yith portions of our own
industrial output. But one ought not to be
fooled by the amount of money that Rus
sia is spending on this or that; Russia’
industrial setup is far from being as effi-
cient and as modern as ours in the United
States; certainly the average intelligence

time, despite the fact that directed groups
of scientists have made remarkable con-
tributions tq knowledge. The great Amer-
ican biophysicist, Dr. Detlev. W. Bronk,
had something to say on this subject re-
cently. “No one,” he points out, “directed
Newton to discover the laws of gravita-
tion; no one organized Faraday’s discov-
eries in electricity. Great scientific discov-
eries will elude direction and organization
as surely as would the creation of great
music or poetry or sculpture, or art.”

Dr. Bonk also sees “grave dangers that
the present demand by publicists, indus-
trialists and public administrators for
large-scale scientific organizations may
impede progress.¥ That notion comes as
rather a shock in a society accustomed to
thinking of the carefully directed scientific
team as the very advance guard of civili-
zation. But Dr. Bronk’s point is a shrewd
one that merits careful thought.

Difficult Today

changed. Todaf, things are changing fas-
ter than a woman’s mind in a hat shop.
When a youngster goes to lunch he can’t
be sure that what he learned in the morn-
ing will still be true when he gets back.

Change is a condition of living. But the
rate of change is much faster than in the
past. If the poor cﬁ’fzen reading his paper
is befuddled, what, of the boy trying to
find a_boundary for the Congo that will
hold up until mid-semester exams?

Point of View...

of a Russian worker compared with an
American proves that the Russian cannot
produce as much for each dollar of em-
ployer investment as we do in this coun-
try. For example, it is said that for every
job in industry i the United States busi-
ness has an investment in buildings and |
equipment of 'about $16,000. Russia’s per
employee investment is much less, proving
that her plant and equipment are far less
efficient than what we have in the United
States; then add the productive difference
between one of our workmen and one of
Russia’s and you may realize how difficult
it will be for Russia to catch up to us.

In the formal circles of international
ambassadorial society, Fidel Castro is
labeled a bum. He, like certain others of
his stripe, is devoid of nearly all ordinary
courtesies, niceties in social behaviort And,
besides, this Cuban revolutionary needs a
shave!
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One .of the more unusual features of
President-elect Kennedy's inaugural pa-
rade Jan. 20 concerns his World War II
Navy PT boat crew. (The Detroit dailies
didn’t carry this story—this column read
it in the Cleveland Pl Dealer).

The ex-PT crew is bringing up from
Panama City, Fla., either the last PT boat
commissioned or the last one inlI in serv-
ice. It is to be put into the procession with
the crew (minus Kennedy, of course) “rid-
ing” it.

All of which leads one to be thankful
for little things. Suppose Kennedy had
captained a battlewagon!

. .

Here’s this column’s scoring on the
40 things which make a hometown a
good place to live in— 27 “yes”, 13
“no”. (According to those whu set up
the questions, a “good” town sbnulll
get 30 or more “yeses”.)

Maybe it's pure coincidence, but in this
column’s mail this week came a comment
from a local individual about a non-Bir-
mingham citizen’s reaction to a part of
our community life. Relate it to your score
on last week’s “good hometown list”, if
you wish.

The reader’s letter speaks for itself:

“For four years I have been paying u

ONE THING OR ANOTHER

BY GEORGE WM. AVERILL

man tosrun his sweeper through our snow.
He’s not doing it this year.

“I TALKED TO HIM today and he said
that of 750 properties in Birmingham he’s
covered for four years, only 100 people
paid him.

(This is, of course, a business VEN-
TURE in which these snow cleaners do it
and hope one will pay.)

“He said he gets about .a 756 per cent
return in Royal Oak and Detroit areas
which he covers. But he says in Birming-
ham he has heard people say to a neigh-
bor: ‘I got my snow shoveled free—were
vou a sucker who paid?’

“He doesn’t seem particularly bitter,
but he says people seem to like a Birming-
ham address, but they don’t want to pay
for it.

“I WANTED HIM AGAIN this year,
but he’s not going to do it. I asked if he
knew anyone else who would, but he says
others who have talked to him are natu;
ally reluctant to try where he failed.

“It’s a sad commentary on our commu-
nity, but it’s probably a break for (my
son), who has complained for years that
the mechanical sweeper was cheating him
out of snow-shoveling income.”

People’s Column

Says Thanks
For Education
Week Efforts

To the Editor
One of the fine and rewarding
| things connected with the prep-
aration for American Edi tion
Week was the willing responsh and
diligent effort of the people in the
| community who were called upon
to_participate.
is_year people

ing, industry, journalisnt, rpu
Dusiness, the ministry. publlafife
and education followed through-on
requests (ur contribution” of\ time
|and enere
| 1 thank \ou for the su!g(‘stlonc
that your newspaper made. The

| helped us to focus community at-
| tention on the daily points of em-
\phnm The articles drew favor-
able comments. Your continued
h\ex.. and the help of others will

“Strengthen Schools for the 60's’
RUPERT W. WELLS, JR
AEW Committee Chuirman

Thousands of readers each week |
| —that's & classified market you
can't afford to miss. Other people
want _those
| hold items you have no further
need for. Reach these buyer:
| through low-cost Eccentric classi-
one MI 4-1100 for
s classified ad assistance.

courtes

Bits of News Gluned From

50 YEARS AGO
Jan. 7.

Midnight of Dec. 31,
welcomed by no one more gral
fully than by the Great Hm offi-
cers of the Ladies of ern
Maccabees Since this intelli
fgent organization of women brave-
Iy faced the task last June of re-
adjusting its rates of insurance,
the officers have labored day and
night to make plain to their 48,000
members in Michigan, the self evi-
dent fact that adequate :rates
should be adopted for the future.

1910 was

to be one of the very few vegy best
dancing masters in Michigan has
been prevailed upon to start a class
here by many of the young people
who enjoy this form of amusement.
He will meet with those interested
at Juhnxlon-bhﬂw }Iall Jan. 11.

Last week, “Thursday. will logg
be remembered by Editor Mitchell
as the day of all days in 1910,
Every two weeks s0,
\\'iLh the

Gen.” John Heth, black
pony “and light ‘babs,  empty the
house cellar o ell,

the pair got into the sled and uwny
went the pony, and up in the cold,
cold air sailed Mitchell. He did
describe the most graceful mid-air
curve, the cutest parabola ever
witnessed in Oakland county . . .
ter four days of rest’ cure,
“Richard is himself again.”

30 YEARS A(.u
Jan. 8,

Birmingham'’s waxieab problem
assumed all the proportions of a
mathematical _quandary - Monday
night when Fred L.

ey | from the

miscellaneous house- s
M

- | afternoon, Jan. 27,

Earl Barr who is acknowledged |}

and | proposed for Congre

r, but — that’s the

v way the ball bounces!”
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Autorama Will
Further Work
In Traffic Safety

. i
The ninth annual Autorama will

presented fo
Hall, starting
continuing  through
show is sponsored by
gan Hot

r the first time at
Friday and
Sunday. The
the Michi-

!‘ SWIMMING POOLS
‘ We build the Best!
STEElCRETE GR 4-3601

Cotton Rugs

washed and fluffed
9x12 size or smaller

Linens

sheets, pillow cases, table-
cloths, etc., washed and care-
fully finished on our steam
heated ironer.

Shirts al
washed, beautifully finished, ||
and put in polyethelene bags
to keep them clean. |

SPORTS CARS

““We Serve the Suburbs®’

TORRENCE OIL COMPANY

Ml 4-9000

YOU'LL
FIND THEM
ALL AT

PAGE

MOTOR SALES

““MORE DEPENDABLE BECAUSE
WE SERVE MORE PEOPLE”
2614 N. Woodward — Royal Oak

LI 92020 JO 6-3981
. Open Evenings

RTED
- s he

(Birmingham
Laundromat

1000 So. Adams Rd.
. of Lincoln

The ors.ﬂmmnon which includes ¢

24 clubs and more than 800 mem-
bers in Michigan, uses the show’s
pruhla to further it's work in
rallic safety

oceeds from the 1961 event
will i by equipment for and
aid in Lmnpl\(mz a 43-acre drag-
racing strip near New Baltimore.

CARS FROM California, Kansas,
Wisconsin and Canada, plus cars
24 associated clubs in
Michigan will be shown. Also con-
tributing wil| be cars from Indiana,

hio. Illinois and Pennsylvania.
uur of American’s top hot rod
how cars will also be shown.
1| " Phe ‘official opening will be 5:00
| pm. Fnd..y Suturday
| day the show will open at 10 a.m.
and cloumg time for all three days
lis 11 pm.

Serving in Pacific

Birmingham,
| abourd the destroyer
| operating with_the

!in the western Pacific.

venth Fleot

Happenings of Long Ago

Old Files Of The Eccentric

employees who have returned to
their posts after their stretch of
war duty is announced for Sunday
from 4 to 6
in the commission room of the
Municipal Building. Plans for the
reception were announced last,
week by Mayor Wilmer M. Moody

of commission members.

ical Park, will address the Wom-
an's Club following a meeting at
2 pm. His topic wi with
the habits and peculiarities of the
animals. Tea will follow his ad-|
dress.

The Deague of Women Voters’
labor comumittee, branch of the ec-
onomjic policy committee, chai
manfied by Mrs. Peter Loomis, will
meet Jan. 8 at 2 p.m, in the League
office and will take up aspects of |
the housing controls legisly

cording to Mrs. Loomis, the nntwlh
al board of the League recently
voted to support. “The _eritical
shortage of housing,” said Mrs.
Loomis, “is a long term one.”

found the highways anything but
good for their trip back to Bir-|
mingham last week ~Wednesday.
Returning from Pittsburgh \
roads were slippery and slo
the Mains report it took
nearly twice as long a time
usual for the journey.

Tucker vxgomusly upheld his_in-
terpretation of the ordinance which
he declared permitted any cab to
occupy any stand, thereby afford-
ing opportunity for further com-
plications in the m-mr

Thefts, forgeries and bad checks
caused villagers only $6565 loss dur-
ing 1930, because Chief John Hack-
ett’s men . were abl

$11,222.31 of the Yotat ‘ot 31177
losses reported to police. During
the year, 44 arrests were made for
felonies, uttering and publishing
leading the list with ten.

Mrs. George T, Hendrle, of
Bloomfield Hills, prominent among
Michigan peopl engaged in cru-
sading for the United States to

enter the World Court .-. . with
several others this week_obtained
the consent of 100 Michigan’ peo-
ple, Teaders in varigus flolds, to
eir names to petitions to
lx presented to Senators Couzens
and Vandenberg at Washington.

Monday saw the last of the deb-
utante luncheons and parties when
Mrs. George Allison entertained
at the Colony Club for Frances
Pingree Depew. Friday Mrs. Alex-
ander Copeland entertained.

15 YEARS AGO

Jan. 3, 1946
A public reception for all city

STRICTLY FRESH

most accidents, -but feel T
son Ilg responsible for shoot-
0l

le-in-one.
e e
‘Why does it happen that by
the time you struggle up to the

level of the Joneses, the
nce?

Joneses re

Never plan on meeting trou-
ble half way. It cm l.nvel alot
faster than you, ca

Modesty is the overwhelm-

ing feell that others will
somehow discover how great |
you are. .

portunist: The

in hot water lnsn g
he}med.: a bath anyhow,

and received unanimous approval

LATHRUP—On Monday, Frank |
J. Meclnnis, of the Detroit Zoolog- | 3

P “\
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph A. Main . . 4

Men tend to blame fate for||

POTTER ||

Moving & Storage Co.

no. 1 specialist in
local moving!
agent of

POTTER

Moving & Storage Co.

2253 COLE

No. 1 on U.S. Highways E

MI 4-4612
No. 1 in Seryice

No. 1 in Your Community

HOLDAT

Don’t lose your- head if
your water heater kecps
running cold.

CALL us

for a fres estimate on the
only water heater that's
performance-rated to supply
all the hot water you need—
even on busiest washdavs.

ASK TO SEE AN

AmEerican-Standard
WATER HEATER

® Easy terms

® Warranted up to 10 years

© Standard and De Luxe models
® Gas or electrically heated

® Thick Fiberglas insulation

Call for an estimate today

G. C. JOHNSTON

Service — Repair
Plumbing and Heating

PHONE MIDWEST 4-5540
Birmingham — 1691 Big Beaver Rd.

on skates
that are
sharp.

ICE SKATES

Figure Skates

for "man_or women high white
oes for women
black Irllhu et

g
o bt
with discount

i

KE 7-8150 — EL 6-7300

Ice
. Sharpened

Skate better

All models . . .

SOUTHFIElD at 12 Mile

Skates
o 35

. Figure

@ Hockeys

@ Racers
tubular

or regular
blades

Horizontal
Sharpening

Big Discount on CANADIAN FLYER

all sizes . . . buy the best—and low prices

that will amaze you . . .

Hockey Skates

8.95

Watch
For The

BIG

Inventory

SALE

Open Thursday and Friday ’S,:wzg’;,s
Evenings till 9 P. M. Departments




