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Be Gone, '61-

Annually,. as the Old Year comes to a
close, editorial writers nearly everywhere
try to arrange the letters of the alphabet
into words that fit this occasion.

That’s what we now start to do.

Should we say something like this: “1961
is about finished . . . how did it treat you?r ”
Or: “Now that 1961 is about !

Come In, '62!

OUR NATION, MORE and more, is
depended upon to engage itself in trying
to solve so many of this earth’s widespread
problems. More, no doubt, than we can or
even should attempt to do. It's fine to have
idealistic dreams, to be sure y,. . but even
our Fonndinz Papas believed that a sound

of i govern-

what did you achieve, endure, enjoy,
accomplish during this epochal year?

Seems to us that the latter question
better fits the situation, since time in and
of itself does nothing to people; (if we may
overlook getting older in this comment)
it merely provides each of us with continu-
ing existence —and what we do with it
largely is up to each of us.

LOOKING OVER the physical environ-
ment of this Birmingham-Bloomfield-etc.
area, we must admit that it continues to
become the home of more and more human
beings. This is one of the nation’s most
delightful suburban areas . . . so why
should it not attract people!

Our area -has not been menaced with
physical violence, of course. The Seasons
treat us all very acceptably.

Our beloved State of Michigan is on the
way to getting a new—and better, we all
hope — Constitution. Civic and economic
problems still beset every American . . .
but so long as freedom is with us, somehow
we manage to muddle through; though,
unless we quit so much muddling, some
day we all will be in a real civic and
social mess. “But while there’s life there’s
hope”, of course. (Too bad, though, that
we don't have more “will and work,”
instead of flimsy hope.)

ment, wu.s the best foundation upon which
to erect a democracy, a republic.

We better pay more attention to these
subjects, Folks, Maybe we ought to amend
the U. 8. Constitution, limiting its power
to tax—for “the power to tax is the power
to destroy”.

oowoe

S8OME OF us have had trials and tribu-
lations, with perhaps the loss of loved
ones . . . and the birth of new ones . . .
and this, too, is the living life.

Some of us have married, with high
spirits soaring on the sustaining currents
of romance. (May they always soar!)

Some of us have many happy memories
to recall; have learned how to live more
fully, more joyfully, this and every day;
and then why not anticipate future days
with a conscious conviction and anticipa-
tion that most of them will be worth living
for?

Time goeth its way . . . and we do ours.

Sure, discard the 1961 calendar and in
its place hang the new one, labeled 1962.
It only contains days, weeks and a whole
year. It won’t do a thing for you except
give you time to do your own doings.

Can one ask for more . . . for more than

" life itself ?

“Ring out the Old—Ring in the New!”
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

When Your Offspring Hits Right Notes

There comes a moment, a golden moment
with bells on, when the child strikes a note
that sounds like music. The child, boy or
girl, has been emitting horrible sounds—
wails, grunts, squeals, tuneless thumps, de-
pending on the sort of instrument involved
—at practice sessions for weeks past. Then
comes that moment: a note, a phrase, per-
haps the whole of a simple tune, has the
authentic sound of music.

This is the moment of reward for suffer-

Flower Names To

A noble

ign for uplift and purity
as been launched among coal
miners/in Poland. Its ultimate aim is to
elimingte cuss words from the miners’ vo-
. “Eliminate” is not quite the
verb. Substitution is the idea.

pecifically, substitution of the names
flowers for swear words. A dictionary
f flowery equivalents of more vigorous ex-
pressions has been issued. Thus, a man

Identify Authors

Something new in literary criticism, if
that is the phrase, is being tried by a
Columbia University graduate student. He
is putting Homer’s two great epics, the
“Iliad” and the “Odyssey,” through an
electronic computer to find out whether the
blind poet wrote them both or had the help
of talented imitators.

This question, it seems, has been plagu-
ing scholars for centuries. The Columbia
man’s method of seeking an answer is to
detect repeated use of “minute stylistic
mannerisms which even the cleverest imi-
tator could not duplicate.”

ing parents. Their offspring may now go
on to become musicians of quality; the boy
or girl may come to play like an angel, and
win prizes, and be the hit éf the senior
musical show. But few thrills in later
years will compare with this moment when
what has been raucous and ugly is sudden-
ly transformed, and there is music in the
air. When that moment comes, lean back
and savor it. There is no other time quite
like it.

Outlaw Profanity

accustomed to uttering a lurid oath upon
being irked is expected to come out—feel-
ingly, one imagines—with the name of his
favorite blossom.

The concept is, as was noted above, a
noble one. But somehow we can’t imagine
a tough coal miner banging his head on a
timber and yelling “Petunia!” or “Rhodo-

PEOPLE’S COLUMN

To the Editor: | ently.
The editorial “Questions on Civil | Position.
Defense” (Dec. 14, 1961) offers There is a

sidered thoroughly
of Birmingham.
offer my comments on the questions
raised in rou edi rial.

1. “BUT DOES the city need !
» fallout sheiter

ime basis.

T

ations ma. I would say, certainly.
The conception of a
fallout l.helur is a “hole in the
ground” vlth space to stand and
is appears, would not
be conducha to routine working
:omﬁ
However, if an atmosphere llml-
I.lr to the second floor or basemen
either Demery’s
whlch if you have noticed does not
include the feature of outside win-
dows, then normal everyday oper- | .
ation of city offices coul
on in the same cheerful manner
as it is presently operating in the
mlloth of department stores in
Michiga: | d
1 wuuld think that any shelter |
should be constructed as part nf

“DOES

If the

guided by thi

5. “DO W

normal expansion of
overcrow facilities . y"
rather than  single purpose “mag- ruraporiaiion
PR \ services,
o 0.8,
25 A full-time civil defense
director needed mo
At the noent um- it would |
seem that the answer could not be 'not be und
other than ye

if he would have any idea of what
to do In case of community dis- government
aster. Be it nuclear or nature. |
1t would seem to me that a com- | :.mxn, this
plete program, of community as- | this time .
sistance should be incorporated in

any civil defense pro

carried, what I thought, was a well
developed program on mutual as-

neighbors to the northwest. I do
not believe a progrun of this

dendron!” or even “Gladiolus!” Subli
tion has its limits,
e

Via Electronics

On the face of it, this sounds fine. Zip
Homer through the electronic brain, and
out comes the answer. Then tackle the
question whether Shakespeare wrote the
plays of Shakespeare, or whether they were
done by Bacon pr someone else. The method
could doubtlus be applied to a lot of liter-
ary But how this app

on literature, We'd rather just read Homer |

seems to have a kind of dehydrating effect
and Shakespeare and all the rest of them,
and not worry much about exactly who
wrote what.

From The Eccentric’'s Point of View...

An Atlants, Georgia, woman willed $300,000 to
be used to care for three dogs owned by her late
son. Is that what is called “putting on the dog”?

Never quarrel with s man whose prices are
lower than some others. After all, he knows
better than anyone else what his services are
worth.,

We agree with the chap who declared that the
best way to stop on a dime is when playing a slot
machine,

An lowa newspaper recently carried a laundry
ad that read: “Towels for the whole damp family.”

*  How times and customs change! Originating

in ancient Rome, the traditional wedding cake was
broken over the bride’s head—as a symbol of
plenty.

Twelve men and one woman have crossed the
Niagara Falls gorge on a tightrope. That makes
18 people.

The pronghorn antelope can outrun a man when
only four days old . . . but that's no real record,
How about Ole Man Tax Collector who can out-
run an Olympie track champion?

The Unive of California expects an enroll-
ment of 119,000 by 1975, That should almost
qualify it for statehood.

plus the proper diree- ter?” .
oot ndbeidual v protec-

tion, could be carried out utilizing
the services of an individual pres-

Answers (Questions
On Civil Defense

in a full - time

engaged
later on coul

I ‘AKB CI'I'Y

ou have anrwered your
n the firs

torial. The answer is too com.
"”d"‘""“m‘;‘h'i“;‘" w‘vlex o bc settled during two or | cornstalks.

as nt to provide be

s ] as ormation as poul-

ing facilities for normal city oper- {1, *, thoroughly - understood. | the season
. | night at the J Shaw Hall

THE i

l'nnd- to p-y for a

ter, decora-
“This pmmm should be carried tions symbolical of the Yuletide.
out the same as any other expan- | Red

Sion program the City would ander. used with the color s

take. Federal govem'l‘n;at carried out in el;(‘tr::-l‘hghu slso

| pays part of the cost, as in high- Jack-o-lanterns, Ninety-two couples

or Jncobaon's, ways, etc., then the City should be were present and punch and cake

s.

Certainly, I do not want to pay |

|in one lump sum,
ol the entire program. is

ot be answered without consider. |

-ble study by our civilian defense Township government,

VE need to rely on Fecomme
“Uncle Sam’ for dollars -, .o"
This is not the exact transiatio

air
hice, ete wesaly mittee is composed of Bugene Wal.
lon vernment for as- | ton, chairman, and Luther Heacock
sistance, “both educational and and

fund:
“IS THE rit

- yte
The City should investigate all ning. More
possibilities—local, state and
recent issue of The Eccentric enl for available assistance. This ices b
is another point in favor of a full- | win,
time civil defense director for the Endeavor groups.
sistance in time of need by our City of Blrmm(hn

1 “NEED FOR Immedlnhe shel- the Rev. W. Clarence

ll a nuclear attack ha ed |
(See DEFENSE, 5~B)pm

| Happenings
of Long Ago

Bits of News Gleaned From
OMd Files Of The Eccentric

50 YEARS AGO
l)« 11
ul meetings will

terrific_amount of | be held at the 1 irmingham Baptist
e b0l wrhich shoud be con: work to be done setting up a|church, beginning Jan. 2

by the citizens |Program, which
T would ke to possibly ‘be followed on

at 7:
p.m. Evangelist E. Bond Gnﬂ‘lt.h
part- | of Detroit will um'. the pastor.

John Grubb, who'lives on Oak-

“officials  real- land Avenue two miles east of

’Woodvud Avenue, will have an

auction sale Jan. 8 at 1 pm H.
t part of the will sell two horses, tw

- | lumber er wagons, farming & Tools and

ill be the

once a mk | auctioneer, iam W'heeler, clerk.

reached un.

The prettiest dancing party of
was given Christmas

Suburban o
Sidelights oo

During the past several months a group of Republican
state senators, including our own senator, Fi
Roberts, have been touring our state to excite theu' E-
into talung affirmative steps to formulate a legislative
program.

The press has labled them ‘“Moderates” because they
represent a middle of the road philosophy. They them-
selves feel that they are rather “progressives” as opposed
to “negatives”.

The senators publicly state that in the past the
Republimn legislators have been against mything the
governor is for, and for anything the governor is against.

The result is that progressive legislation is either
killed by veto or by legislative committee.

This past year has disrupted the procedure, however,
because no one was sure what the governor was for or
against. The legislators then legislated from panic.

EXAMPLES OF the governor’s programs are his an-
nouncement to the press of his desire for more money
for mental health and higher education, and then his
single-handed killing of the extension of nuisance taxes
for these purposes; his announced program to end pnce—
cutting on milk and his veto of the bill that ended price-
cutting; and his veto of a bill which increased benefits to
unemployed workers, because the union did not want
other provisions of the same bill.

The Moderates’ program includes 13 areas of needed
legislation. Their thought is, let the Republicans pass
the bills and if the governor vetos them, he must explain
his veto to the people of the state.

Under their program the senators ask for greater
support for i centers on
the local scene for (hempeuhc trealment mstud of cus-
todial care.

On higher education they state that while a good edu-
cation is expensive, a poor education is more expensive.
Our schools need more money, but they also need an
unsparing, continuous re-examination of current prac-
tices, systems, long and short range goals and particular
emphasis on expanded use of physical plant facilities.

Their program also touches on other areas of legisla-
tion such as taxation, labor, economic growth, civil rights
and tourism.

AS A RESULT of the efforts of these senators their
goal seems to be in sight. For the first time in modern
memory the Republican senators and representatives held
a joint pre-session caucus in Lansing recently to discuss
a legislative program.

If the amount of work that these senators have done
to bring about these discussions is duplicated in the ac-
tual formation and passage of such a program, we, in
Michigan, have at last a bright future.

have the ' under the dh'edlon of Frank Pas-
irector and sage. For this occasion, the hall
was made attractive with

and green crej

were served.

30 YBARS OLD
- | Dec. 31, 1931
Drastic economies in Bloomfield
including
salary reductions and savings in
| general nrntmg expenses, are
led in a critical rej rt on
wnship affairs issued We sday

the total n»t

Board, the com-

R. K. McClellan. The repo
|h= aulcome of the dlvumn in-

s. Ask your neighbor most careful study of available wwn-h-p- new
help by federal, state and local

| The Feas t of the Candles,” an

ble of ob- | adaptation al an old Moravian cus-
money at tom, will be observed at the First
| Presbyterian Church Sunday eve-

than 150 candles have
fed- been prepared for the unique serv-
tl\e members of the Bald-

um and Adams Christian
program of

lpprvpnlu velections will be sung
the Presbyterian quartet and
right, pas-

- summary of your com.  tor, will preach a brief sermon.

In lm:wdlnte wllh the new state
(See HAPPENINGS, 7-B)

The United States Patent Office in Washing-
ton, D. C. is about to end a busy, busy year.

The inventive Americans have kept the office
active. If this year is like 1960, the variety will
number in the thousands.

A few of last year's included:

A missile launcher that fires missiles or rock-
ets rearward from a moving plane.

A fishhook attachment that prevents single or
multiple hooks from fouling.

An infant pacifier that produces a mild vibra-
tion and buzzing sound.

e

New devices to improve motoring included a
burglar alarm set so that it sounds the horn
continuously if any unauthorized person enters
the car; a method for removing dents from the
outside; a do-it-yourself muffler repair kit.

. .

v

Then there were:

A new type toothbrush that has a sterile, dis-
posable bristle-head and material for massaging
gums, adaptable to handle.

A telescope with i hy
tical systems. It was patented by Robert E. Flleh-
er, then 16 years old. The Forest Hills, N. Y.,
youth has won honorable citations for his worl(
in astrophotography.

An automatic umpire, a device for photograph-
ing batting action by three cameras to register
exact passage of baseball, thus settling disputes.

A small adhesive pad that fits into the lower

Talk of the Towns

By
DENI
SCANLON

part of the ear so that earrings may be attached
to it.
o

Also registered in the patent office are:

A waffle iron that opens automatically by
means of a thermostat that releases a catch
holding down the lid.

A compact radio transmitter that fits into a
metal housing, which becomes the antenna, suit-
able for a parking meter. Transmit a signal when
the coin box is forced open.

An ashtray and cigaret snuffer that clips on
the back of a book of matches.

A carving knife oscillated electromagnetically.

v

To continue:

A decoy torpedo that emits sounds made by a
submarine with the object of misleading an
enemy.

A dﬂlu that registers radioactivity while be-
ing flown over ground; may locate minerals from
the air.

A high heel that can be telescoped and adjusted
to height desired.

e

And:

A motion picture method that produces a pan-
oramic picture around a circular room.

An infant’s feeding spoon with the handle at
a right angle to permit the infant to grasp the
handle with his fist and feed himself.

A bowler’s stance indicator that tells the
bowler where to stand to strike specific pins.

By
KEN
WEAVER

City Beat

Politics needs a George Romney.

This is true both on the state and national levels.

What politics needs is a man who holds his convictions
and principles above personal ambition.

George Romney is that type of man.

He speaks out on his convictions even though he is
aware of possible consequences that would be adverse to
him personally.

AS STATE chairman of Citizens for Michigan, Rom-
mey freely spoke his thoughts of what he considered the
ills of the Republican and Democratic parties.

Then came the election of delegates to the Constitu-
tional Convention. Romney was an Oakland County
candidate on the Republican tlcket and won going away.

However, appreciation was lacking in his own party
on the state level. Too many Republicans remembered
his criticisms of his party and would not accept him as
Con-Con president.

So, he became a vice president.

Now, Romney is considering running for governor, If
he decldw he wants the job, will these same Republicans
nominate h

Romney’s hnndlmg of the Gen. Eisenhower appearance
before Con-Con, his plan for reapportionment, his leader-
ship in the convention to date appear to have improved
his image and enhanced his opportunities within the
party.

His image in the eyes of the public seems, at least,
to be growing more favorable every week.

v

AND IT FIGURES that the more often his name is
mentioned at home the greater his populn.nty becomes
on the national scene.

It has reached the point where talk is just now begin-
ning of the prospects for “George Romney for President”
in 1964

Dai ist David La wrote the
other day that nlthough Romney is being mentioned in
this respect, “he doesn’t seem to care what impact his
words may have from a polmc.al vnewpomt B

king of “a forthri that is charact
of” Romney s entire career, Lawrence called him the type
of man “who would rather adhere to his convictions than
compromlse to win political office.”

He cited, as an example of Romney '8 speaking out on his
convictions of his recent
address in Chicago before the Amencan Farm Bureau
Federation.

Lawrence wrote that “no other prominent pusonahty
in the political or economic world has made so sweeping
a denunciatlon of industry-wide bargaining” as Romney
did in blasting both labor and industry.

He also criticized in that speech government interven-
tion in industry-labor disputes.

o

FOR MANY years the American public has accepted
as*that’s politics” the practice of compromising principles
and convictions for expediency.

And some politicians have found it an excuse for
furthering their desires for personal power, and

glory.

’ll"Ke practice, and the demand for it, have, become so
wide-spread that some men of strong principles and con-
victions have refused to enter politics, to seek public

office,
And this, I say, is why politics needs a George Romney :
To halt that practice; to bring more men ol his caliber,
his character, his integrity into politics and government.




