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Witnessing Christmas

One Christmas Eve a young man went
to the home of his brother to spend the
night.

About five o'clock in the morning he
heard his brother’s children —a boy age
geven and a girl age eight—opening
Ppresents. )

“Oh, just what I wanted!” cried the girl.

“Oh, just what I wanted!” echoed the

y.

And so it went. Every gift was “just
what I wanted.”

This was Christmas morning, the joy
of opening presents and finding the things
dreamed about for so long.

For these two children, thought the
young man as he lay in the dark of his
bedroom, this was the joy of receiving.

For their parents, he reflected, this was
the joy of giving.

He could imagine the glow of satisfaction
on their faces as they watched the children
excitedly opening gifts.

Later, he knew, there would be break-
fast and then church services, when the
family would meditate on the spiritual
meaning of Christmas.

The story of the birth of Jesus, of Joseph
and Mary, of the Three Wise Men, and of
the manger, the shepherds, the angels and
the Star from the East would be retold.

Voices of the congregation and the choir
‘would ring out with the words of Christmas
hymns.

After the services would come the tra-
ditional family dinner, climaxing another
Christmas.

AS HE LAY in the dark, the young man
tried to picture the entire Christmas
season:

The search for the “just what I
wanted” type of gifts.

Personal efforts that go into the
making of gifts.

Excitement of wrapping gifts.

Exhilarating anticipation of the
event. Satisfaction of giving without
expecting return.

Pleasure of watching reactions as
gifts are opened. And the joy of
receiving, too.

The solemnity of the occasion;

lelight services on Chri: Eve;
worship services on Christmas Day.

The telling and retelling of the
Christ Child’s birth.

Christmas carols, sung over and
over again.

Christmas trees and Christmas dec-
orations.

AND NOW, hearing voices at the break-
fast table, the young man remembered:
this is Christmas morning.

He arose, dressed, walked out into the
kitchen and said:

Merry Christmas!

'‘Getting Warmer', George?

Although he formally and officially has
not d himself a Republican candi-
date for governor of Michigan, from words
he has spoken and acts he has committed,
we would not be surprised—any day, now
—if George Romney did so announce.

But he has come so close to it that
already he is being sniped at by leading
state Democrats—as we pointed out would
happen in this column two weeks ago.
That’s the inevitable destiny of any man
or woman who enters the “knock-down-an’-
drag-out” pastime known as POLITICS,
US.A.

Why did we suggest that Mr. Romney
refuse to be hustled into actua] or nenr-

lation of his
Because we hold that he is too rare and too
potentially valuable a citizen of Michigan
to compromise his non-partisan status at
this time. It was this pattern of “political
virginity” that, we believed, had given
him the unique image he has created in
the public mind.

)
THUS FAR IN HIS civic activiti
George Romney has given outstanding
proof of his leadership qualities, plus h
more-than-average devotion to improyé-

ment of government.
We would deeply regret the appeargnce
/

of circumstances that might endanger
availability of his ultimate services as a
public official—and such political circum-
stances could emerge should he make any
mistake in launching, formally, his guber-
natorial candidacy.

You can be sure that Michigan's
Democrats are alert to such possibilities,
and will make the most of them.

(We felt that, should he enter the 1962
race and win, he would have only two years
in which to prove himself; we held that,
if Michigan adopts a new Constitution,
with four-year terms for its governor, then
this /longer period would provide sufficient
time for a man of Romney’s apparent
stature to really achieve the maximum of
civie improfen}:ént and progress.

SUCH A RECORD of accomplishment
is, of course, very necessary on a state

“level, if Mr. Romney has aspirations to

live at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Wash-
ington, D.C.

Of course, George Romney is going to
be governed in this matter by his own
convictions. He has promised, not later
than Feb. 10, to make known his decision.
Should he say “Yes”, we'll certainly wish
him good luck and hope to support him.

From The Eccentric's Point of View...

The joy of giving cannot be surpassed—but the
Jjoy of being able to give runs it a close second.

oo

The holiday season started earlier than usual
this year—as usual.

A civilized community is confronted by few
problems as disturbing, and as difficult of solu-
tion, as that posed by the sex killer.

Say a man has committed a number of sex
offenses; say he displays tendencies that might
become homicidal.

At what point is he to be locked up? What
kind of treatment is he to undergo? What assur-
ance can there beé that, once released, he will not
offend again and perhaps, this time, leave a corpse
in his wake?

These and other questions were brought into
painfully sharp focus in Minnesota, where a man
captured by the police has confessed not one but
several sex murders.

Governor Anderson has said that he will ask
his crime commission to study ways of controlling
such criminals. “1 want the commission,” he de-
clared, “to find a way to deal ‘with people like
this and protect our citizens.”

One cannot be optimistic that a way will be
found, The problems involved are baffling f?r«hm
principal reasons,

One is that a society such as ours cannot en-
croach too harshly, through imprisonment or
otherwise, on individual rights, even the rights
of known criminals.

The second reason is that we still know too little
about the dark inner workings of the human mind.

mﬂhlnl.lmywcurbnxcrlm—hum
the sickness of deviates, and to keep the incur-

ables under control so that they do not walk
abroad to rape and kill—must be diligently sought.
Perhaps there ought to be changes in our laws.
Certainly we need to learn more about the psy-
chology of sex offenders, and why they go ber-
serk. The one thing sure is that our present
system of dealing with this problem is not good
enough.
o
Sixteen states voted cigaret tax boosts, a record
for a single year. Looks like a squeeze play be-
tween doctors and tax collectors.
o
“Automobile sales soom” reads a recent head-
line. To which we pleasurably add: “Let 'em
zo00m . . . and boom . . . and make room for more
and more zoom and boom!
e
Do you know where, economically and political.
ly, your country is heading? If you were told that
already it has entered the governmental vestibule
of the House of the Welfare State, would you be-
lieve this?
e
Sealing off East from West Berlin is, of course,
open admission by Russia that its type of socialis-
tic government cannot produce a decent standard
of living, neither can it nurture freedom. It is
nothing but the “police state”, and policing is re-
quired wherever people are bound to the condi-
tions created by excessive bureaucracy. Already
some evidence of excessive bureaucracy exists in
the U.S.A.

¢

U.8. foreign aid since World War II totals 78
billion dollars, How did the world ever get along
without us before the war?
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“Those l-0-n-g-, l-o-n-g days.”
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PEOPLE’S COLUMN

On Subject

To the Bdtor: ol

Says ‘Consult Cousins’

of Shelters

AVOIDANCE OF nuclear wTr
should

struction of a fallout shelter. P'm—
fm.l;nll advice on shelters is

juggest that our city
commissioners consult Norman

mon Sense” mark him as an expert
in this area.

I think James H. Carmel and
his wife and family by donati ‘:s
the cost of a shelter to the Uni
Nations have set an example of
individual responsibility for us
follow as a community.

get our concerted effort. We could
contribute to this accomplishment

and at the same time advance the
world rule of law by sending the
whole cost of a Birmingham com-
munity shelter to the United Na-
tions.

In any event, I think further
discussion_and pe a formal
debate in this community should be
held before going ahead with con-
struction of a shelter.

JOHN R. CALDWELL, M. D,
4850 Bryn Mawr

Happenings
of Long Ago

Bits of News Gleaned From
Old Files Of The Eccentric

50 YEARS AGO
Dec. 22, 1911
A man living 1S miles away from |
the Bi t Of

has his mail brought to him free e of
ull expense. He may receive four |
to 6 pieces yearly, w ile n b\mmu
man in Birmi ng from
three to five pieces mny " times

daily has to go after it and pays -

for a box to put it in besides.
used to be 25 cents per quarter on
a large sized lock box. A second
raise in the price phces the price
now at 75 cents per qual

AN

| Sidelights

Suburban &

HOGAN

As the new year app hes, the State Legisl is
preparing to go back to work.

This will probably not be an exciting legislative year
gince .much proposed legislation will be held up until
Con-Con comes up with some answers.

Taxes will probably be put off for another year, except
;‘(;l;] some nuisance taxes to help education and mental

One bill that is sure to be introduced again is
compulsory motor vehicle inspection. This would
stipulate that all of our automobiles would have to
be inspected periodically to see if they are safe for
use on public highways.

Proponents of the bill have statistics to prove that
when such legislation is passed motor vehicle fatalities go
down. New Jersey, for example, experienced a per
cent drop in traffic fatalities the first year the program
was in operation.

OPPONENTS OF the bill contend that most of these
laws were passed in the mid-forties when everyone was
driving an old car that probably wasn’t up to par and
that the statistics are misleading when compared to the
cars on the road ti They say with the improved
construction of modern dutomobiles such legislation is
unnecessary and very costly to administer.

The opponents also claim that the people behind the
bill are the garage owners and car accessory dealers who
would sell more and service more, if people were forced
to submit their car to periodic scrutiny.

What the legislature must decide is wheth

a law would in fact lower the death toll.

the inspection be done at a cost to the Staj

proportionate to the good it will do? In ot|
can the system be made to be self-sustaining’

If the decision is in the affirmative in both, cases,
legislators must decide how the inspection is be
accomplished. Should local gas stations, car deal i
the local pollce department or the state make thi
inspections?

such

]

IF LOCAL people do it, are they in a position to make
work for themselves? Do the local police have a staff
that can do it? Can we afford to have the State set up
another department?

The State in the past has side-stepped the issue.
Compulsory anything is not necessarily popular. Now
the Michigan Citizens Highway Safety Committee has
called them to answer. But the people of the state have
yet to be heard.

Do you want to lower the death toll on highways?

Do you want to subject yourself to a semi-annual

Humane Society
Makes a Plea
For Assistance

To the Editor:
Al humlne workers here we are
irmingham  Humane
Soclety h -ull struggling and hop-
ing to get a shelter for our lost,
strayed and unwani
Will some of the hundreds of
people we have assisted during the
le we have assisted during thy
past year help us?
The Birmingham Humane So-
sty jrets no help whatsoever from
itad Foundation, or through

Kindness, Mercy
To All Living
Creatures Asked

To_the Editor:

As we celebrate this blessed sea-
son we are| reminded of the fact
that Christ who could have been
born in a castle chose instead to
be born in a stable surrounded by
animals “the least of these’

We are remin at He

came i'nto this world. luﬂer!d and |
died

t His doctrine of justice

and mercy might reign.
ere is no cause lhlt is more
Godlike than that of animal wel-

embersh, ‘e were incorporat-

ed Jan. 4, 1956, and receive only |

donations ‘from people who know |

what work we do, aithough there |
great many who think we

Saceive iy Iike the wther soctetios h

do through different sources.

e

WE ACCEPT calls day and|

night seven days a week, sither to
pick up an injured animal, or one

at has come to someone’s house
or has been dropped off.

This_is not only from Birming-
ham, but also Bloomfield Town- |
ship.  Bloomfield  Hills, Baver]
Hills, Berkley, Clawson, Tro
Park, Royal Oal

Franklin and other pl

We try to take care of them all, |
but it B pretty. hard with no i
nances coming in. |

I cach pet owner would send in
a small donation, 1 am
Would not, be Loo’ long before w;

would_assume
mals from there. During the past
year we have received 4,116 calls,
found homes for 780 dogs and re
turned 621 to their owners.
Donations can be sent to The
Birmingham Humane Society, 276
EMaple, Birmingham, =Mich.,
Mrs. Karl R. Kocher, secretary.

MRS. KARL R. KOCHER

E(.'A

k, Madison ue:xhu, e
laces.

far for it u l rluse fmm whlch
no one _evi

thing of mlurh mture lu on

~<

reward is peace of mind and the
| knowied th e | th

thll. by our efforts wi
make the world &
e Mrvter Place. than we found
IL

ST. FRANCIS of Assisi who is
recognized by some people as the
patron saint of animals lived in
the dark ages of ism_when
the light of faith burned dimly.

to keep the light burn-

e
ing and today, hundreds of years|

Ilur. the light of justice and mer-
y burns brightly in the humane
iety windows throughout the
c|v|llml worl

e
KINDNESS AND mercy to all
living creatures, not political the-
ories, will bring world peace.
How can we pretend to fight for
benevolznce in government whlle

N G. FERGUSON
955 S. Bates
Birmingham

Letters from readers al-
ways are welcome. But
they MUST be signed, al-
though identities will not
be divulged if the writer
30 requests.

The h of Birmi;

have at last succeeded in bringing
about a much needed reform and
one that cannot fail to work out
for the benefit of themselves and
their clerks. It is a move that has
been contemplated many years
past. The move is an economic one
too for it is a saving of light and
fuel. Merchants agree to close
places of business at 7 p.m. on all
evenings except Saturdays, from
Jan. 1, 1912 to April 1, 1912,

John Berry and Garry Tewilliger
have consolidated their respective
truck, cartage and moving busi-
ness. The name of the new firm is
Birmingham _ Cartage They
Afranged with the DUR and
e G G Rattway to deliver ai
freight.

30 YEARS AGO
1931

Members of the Birmingham
Lions Club were hosts to 280 needy
;| children of the village Mondly
night in the C House at

and pay another motor vehicle fee?

The time is now to let your elected representatives
know your desire before they must vote on it. If you
wait till later, you will again have to live with something
someone else either wanted or didn't want.

By
KEN
WEAVER

City Beat

“Avoidance of nuclear war and controlled disarmament
should get our concerted effort,” declares a writer"in this
week’s People’s Column on this page.

True. This country and others should take positive
steps to avoid war.

The letter-writer cites “as an example of individual

eir second annual Christmas
party. Gifts, candy, Santa Claus
and entertainment were provided
to give the youthful guests, who
ranged in age from 3 to 11, at least
one happy remembrance of the
1931 Christmas season.

“The Wondroul Slofy a Christ-
mas cantata, will be presented by
students of Adlml School Wednes-
day afternocon. Betty Deer will be
featured as : luul. of the produc-
tion. Assi: Edith C.o eII
in produclnlr e :-nuu are
Ann Correvont, in charge of v.he
dxllogue Mrs. Louise Hendry,

ted the making of coutumeﬂ,
Jumn. Kriekard who will accom-
pany the chorus at the piano and
erlyn Smiley who has charge of
the scenery.

A camp reunion of the boys and
counsellors who attend the YMCA
summer camp at Loon Lake will
be held Monday at the Birmingham
YMCA building. About 20 coun-
sellors are expected to be present.

15 YEARS AGO
Dee. 19, 1946

An organized Bnnrdny morning
recreational proj for young-
sters in the Birmingham School

(See HAPPBNIN S, 5-B)

Talk of the Towns

I have a question for the women—the women
who are active in PTA, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts,
Brownies, Little League, Sewing Clubs, Knitting

Clubs, Hostess Clubs and Garden
Is it worth it?

Clubs.
boss ?

When you're teaching a class in flower arrange-
ments and a gal does a really lousy job, can you
tell her so tactfully? Or do you have to rave
about it because she's the wife of your husband’s

When your husband is the boss of another gal’s

By
DENI
SCANLON

Practically speaking, does the time you put in
on these things add up to something you wouldn't
trade because of the immeasurable return in satis-
faction?

Or is it tea-party-type time wasting?

1 wonder how many of the local groups, es-
pecially their officers, have sat down and thought:
“Is this organization going somewhere or is it
leading us up a garden path of thorns where some-
body’s going to get tramped on?1”

e

A word of explanation before continuing—I am
not opposed to organizations. The USA would be
non-existent and me too if it wasn’t for people
getting together for a united cause.

The question brought up here is not should
clubs exist but rather what are they like under-
neath their titles. Are they living up to the big
words in the preambles of their constitutions?

husband, should your child have to get in the pub-
licity picture instead of her's?
DAt

How fair and square do you have to be? Should
you be impressed with your son’s Little League
team even if they lose? Or should you grumble
about the ref at the dinner table because “that
last call was stupid” and the little guy's group
got licked unfairly?

o0

I really don't know the answers to these ques-
tions because working at The Eccentric and at
home keeps me too busy.

The club joining phase is still ahead of me.
‘Whether [ want to get involved or not depends a
lot on if I will be contributing something — or
playing Patsie in a cast of small club politics.

Tell me the truth, gals.

Is it worth it?

r bility” for the ¢ v to follow the donation
by a local family of g fallout shelter to the UN.

He suggests that Birmingham contribute the cost of
a community shelter to the UN, implying that-this would
be better than building a local shelter.

1 THINK the writer of that letter, and many others
Iike him, have the idea that such measures will avert
wa

Unforlunatelv. we have no such guarantee,

To put it bncﬂy, we can neither assume that there will
be war nor that there will be no war.

We must make every effort, exhaust every recourse
to avoid war, but realize that these efforts still might
fail.

The fact that we make these efforts is Ho assurance
that war can or will be a\olded

SOME PEOPLE seem tn think that such acts as send-
ing a thousand dollars to the UN will avoid war. .

They may help. But we have no guarantee that they
will succeed.

So, it seems to me that rather than resting our hopes
entirely on such acts and doing nothing else we
continue them—but at the same time prepare our defenses
fin case of failure.

This defense would include shelters.

Some people believe that building shelters reflects a
defeatist attitude.

This, 1 cannot buy.

1t’s common sense to prepare for a possible eventuality
when the situation is as critical as the world crisis is
today, especially when we consider the nature of our
adversary and the posslblhty even of an accident touching
off a holocaust. .

SOME PEOPLE take ths atmude.

Be brave. Be patriotic. Be loyal to your country. Stand
up to the enemy; meet him head-on; beat him with
blood-and-guts courage.

Nuts.

If there is another war, it will not be this blood-and-
guts type.

You don t stand up to a nuclear bomb. You get into a
shelter and stay out of its way. This is common sense.

If there is another major war, it will be fought mainly
with super-weapons—not so much with tanks and guns
and soldiers.

There’ll be no hand-to-hand combat as we have seen in
previous wars, as happens today in the small-scale
conflicts.

If the United States is attacked, It'll be by the big
bombs—not by waves of soldiers hxumg our beaches
and trying to move inland.

In short, there'll be no chance for us to form battle
lines to force back the enemy. There'll be no opportunities
to stand up to the enemy, to beat him off by sheer fome
of courage and deter to defend the h

S0, YES, let's continue our efforts to avoid war; but
let’s have those shelters ready just in case these big

mbs s dropping.

Why, if the bombs are as devastating as they are
reported to be?

Because, where there’s life, there’s hope.



